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CHAPTER I 

PREPARATIONS POR BATTLE — THOMAS CARRIES THE 
FIRST LINE OP THE ENEMY—SHERMAN CARRIES 
MISSIONARY RIDGE—BATTLE OP LOOKOUT MOUN¬ 
TAIN— GENERAL HOOKER’S PIGHT 

O N the 20th, when so much was occurring to dis¬ 
courage,—rains falling so heavily as to delay 
the passage of troops over the river at Brown’s ferry, 
and threatening the entire breaking of the bridge; 
news coming of a battle raging at Knoxville, and 
of Willcox being threatened by a force from the 
east,—a letter was received from Bragg which con¬ 
tained these words: “As there may still be some 
non-combatants in Chattanooga, I deem it proper to 
notify you that prudence would dictate their early 
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chap, i Bragg was leaving our front, and on 
Buckner’s division was sent to reinforce I 
at Knoxville, and another division start 
low, but was recalled. The object of Brag 
no doubt, was in some way to detain 
Knoxville could be captured and his trc 
be returned to Chattanooga. 
nov. 1863 During the night of the 21st the rest o 
toon-boats, completed, one hundred and 
all, were carried up to and placed in 1 
Chickamauga. The material for the roa< 
these was deposited out of view of the ene: 
a few hundred yards of the bank of the G 
where the north end of the bridge was tc 

Hearing nothing from Burnside, anc 
much of the distress in Washington on hi 
I could no longer defer operations for his 
determined, therefore, to do on the 23d, 
Army of the Cumberland, what had beer 
to be done on the 24th. 

The position occupied by the Army of 
berland had been made very strong fc 
during the months it had been besieged, 
was about a mile from the town, and extej 
Citico Creek—a small stream running 
base of Missionary Ridge and emptying 
Tennessee about two miles below the mo 
South Chickamauga—on the left to Ch 
Creek on the right. All commanding poi 
line were well fortified and well equit 


THOMAS CABBIES THE FIRST LINE 


Wood. It owed its importance chiefly to the fact c 
that it lay between the town and Missionary Ridge, 
where most of the strength of the enemy was. 
Fort Wood had in it twenty-two pieces of artillery, 
most of which would reach the nearer points of the 
enemy’s line. On the morning of the 23d, Thomas, W - 1 
according to instructions, moved Granger’s corps 
of two divisions, Sheridan and T. J. Wood com- 
manding, to the foot of Fort Wood, and formed u 
them into line as if going on parade, Sheridan on vo” 
the right, Wood to the left, extending to or near oei 
Citico Creek. Palmer, commanding the Fourteenth 
Corps, held that part of our line facing south and 
southwest. He supported Sheridan with one divi¬ 
sion (Baird’s), while his other division, under John- 
son, remained in the trenches, under arms, ready B r 
to he moved to any point. Howard’s corps was V m 
moved in rear of the center. The picket-lines were Bep 
within a few hundred yards of each other. At two 
o’clock in the afternoon all were ready to advance. 

By this time the clouds had lifted so that the enemy 
could see from his elevated position all that was 
going on. The signal for advance was given by 
a booming of. cannon from Fort Wood and other xx 
points on the line. The rebel pickets were soon 
driven back upon the main guards, which occupied 
minor and detached heights between the main ridge 
and our lines. These, too, were carried before 
halting, and before the enemy had time to rein¬ 
force their advance guards. But it was not with- 
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CHIP. I 


W.R.XXXI 

(2)672 


Ibid. 698 


Ibid. 78 


cations were rapidly turned to face tin 
During the following night they were r 
We lost in this preliminary action a 
hundred killed and wounded, while 
probably lost quite as heavily, includi 
oners that were captured. With the < 
the firing of artillery, kept up from 
Bidge and Fort Wood until night clc 
ended the fighting for the first day. 

The advantage was greatly on our si 
if I could only have been assured th 
could hold out ten days longer I should 
more easily. But we were doing the b 
for him and the cause. 

By the night of the 23d Sherman’s co 
in a position to move, though one div: 
haus’s) had not yet crossed the river 
ferry. The continuous rise in the Te: 
rendered it impossible to keep the br: 
point in condition for troops to cross 
determined to move that night even i 
division. Orders were sent to Osterh 
ingly, to report to Hooker if he could ] 
eight o’clock on the morning of the 241 
of the break in the bridge, Hooker’s 
again changed, but this time only ba 
first given to him. 

General W. F. Smith had been assig 
as Chief Engineer of the Military Divisi 
were given the general direction of me 


MAP OF THE 


BATTLE-FIELD 


CHATTANOOGA. 


<?/ m *eT2 r tfe£.. 






CROSSING THE TENNESSEE 
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L. Smith’s division was marched to the point where chap, i 
the pontoons were, and the brigade of Giles A. cofsthMo! 
Smith was selected for the delicate duty of manning Brig.’-Gen.’ 
the boats and surprising the enemy’s pickets on the Vols i 862 y16 ’ 
south bank of the river. During this night, also, 

General J. M. Brannan, chief of artillery, moved 
forty pieces of artillery, belonging to the Army of Mexico’, 
the Cumberland, and placed them on the north side Brig^Geu. 
of the river so as to command the ground opposite, as/iaa ' 
to aid in protecting the approach to the point where 
the south end of the bridge was to rest. He had 
to use Sherman’s artillery horses for this purpose, w - 
Thomas having none. 

At two o’clock in the morning, November 24th, 

Giles A. Smith pushed out from the North Chicka- ibid. 73 
mauga with his one hundred and sixteen boats, 
each loaded with thirty brave and well-armed men. 

The boats with their precious freight dropped down 
quietly with the current to avoid attracting the 
attention of any one who could convey information 
to the enemy, until arriving near the mouth of the 
South Chickamauga. Here a few boats were landed, 
the troops debarked, and a rush was made upon 
the picket-guard known to be at that point. The 
guard were surprised and twenty of their number 
captured. The remainder of the troops effected a 
landing at the point where the bridge was to start, 
with equally good results. The work of ferrying 
over Sherman’s command from the north side of 
the Tennessee was at once commenced, using the 
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chap, i put to work intrenching their pos: 
light the two entire divisions were 
covered hy the works they had b 
The work of laying the bridge on 
the artillery and cavalry was nm 
w ' P ( 2 j^? XI ferrying over the infantry was coni 
steamer and the pontoons, taking 
however, as fast as they were wa 
their place in the bridge. By a litth 
bridge was completed, as well as one 
Chiekamauga, connecting the troo; 
side with their comrades below, and 
and artillery were on the south ba 
nessee. 

ibid. 573 Sherman at once formed his tro 
on Missionary Ridge. By one o’cj 
with M. L. Smith on his left, keej 
ibid. 643 course of Chiekamauga River; J. E 
the right and a little to the rear; i 
farther to the right and also a litth 
J. E. Smith’s command, in column, i 
to the right if an enemy should c 
direction. A good skirmish-line 
of these columns. Soon the foot 
reached; the skirmishers pushed <3 
lowed closely by their supports.. ‘By 
Sherman was in possession of the 
having sustained much loss. A bri 
division was now brought up, an 
dragged to the top of the hill byhai 


Ibid. 631 


JUNCTION OF HOWARD AND SHERMAN 


sionary Ridge were obscured from the view of pe 
sons in the valley. But now the enemy opened fb 
upon their assailants, and made several attemp 
with their skirmishers to drive them away, bi 
without avail. Later in the day a more determine 
attack was made, but this, too, failed, and Sherma 
was left to fortify what he had gained. 

Sherman’s cavalry took up its line of march soc 
after the bridge was completed, and by half-pa, 
three the whole of it was over both bridges and c 
its way to strike the enemy’s communications : 
Chickamauga station. All of Sherman’s eommar 
was now south of the Tennessee. During the afte 
noon General Giles A. Smith was severely woundt 
and carried from the field. 

Thomas having done on the 23d what was e: 
peeted of him on the 24th, there was nothing f< 
him to do this day except to strengthen his positio: 
Howard, however, effected a crossing of Citieo Cree 
and a junction with Sherman, and was directed 1 
report to him„ With two or three regiments of h 
command he moved in the morning along the banl 
of the Tennessee, and reached the point where tl 
bridge was being laid. He went out on the brid| 
as far as it was completed from the south end, ar 
saw Sherman superintending the work from tl 
north side and moving himself south as fast as s 
additional boat was put in and the roadway pi 
upon it. Howard reported to his new chief aero 
the chasm between them, which was now narro 

1 * _ {* _ * _ A . . _ 
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Chap. I 

Chas. Craft, 
CoLSlst Ind. 
July, 1861; 
Brig.-Gen. 
Vols.Julyie, 
1862; Maj.- 
Gen. Mar. 5, 
1865 


C.L. Steven¬ 
son, Maj.- 
Gen. C. 8. A. 


Lookout 

Mountain 


Nov. 1863 

W.E. XXXI 
(2) 315 


teenth Corps, Ai'iny of the 
Twelfth Corps, Army of the P 
Fourteenth Corps, Army of th< 
was on the right at Wauhatcl 
ter, and Osterhaus near Bi 
troops were all west of Lookoi 
had the east bank of the ere 
and intrenched, and three bri£ 
rear to reinforce them if attac 
occupied the summit of the 
Carter L. Stevenson was in co 
Why any troops, except artil. 
fantry guard, were kept on tl 
not see. A hundred men coul 
mit—which is a palisade for i 
down—against the assault of 
from the position Hooker ocm 

The side of Lookout Mounts 
er’s command was rugged, h 
full of chasms, making it diff 
troops, even in the absence c 
Farther up the ground beec 
level, and was in cultivation, 
slope is much more gradual, 
road zigzagging up it connect 
nooga with the summit. 

Early on the morning of th< 
Geary’s division, supported b> 
up Lookout Creek, to effect 
mainder of Cruft’s division wj 
over the creek, near the cros 


BATTLE OF LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 


This attracted the enemy, so that Geary’s mov( 
ment farther up was not observed. A heavy mis 
obscured him from the view of the troops on th 
top of the mountain. He crossed the creek almos 
unobserved, and captured the picket of over fort 
men on guard near by. He then commenced as 
cending the mountain directly in his front. B 
this time the enemy was seen coming down froi 
his camps on the mountain slope and filing int 
his rifle-pits to contest the crossing of the bridgi 
By eleven o’clock the bridge was complete. Ostei 
haus was up, and after some sharp skirmishing th 
enemy was driven away with considerable loss i 
killed and captured. 

While the operations at the bridge were progress 
ing, Geary was pushing up the hill over great ol 
stacles, resisted by the enemy directly in his from 
and in face of the guns on top of the mountaii 
The enemy, seeing his left flank and rear menacec 
gave way, and was followed by Cruft and Ostei 
haus. Soon these were up abreast of Geary, an 
the whole command pushed up the hill, driving th 
enemy in advance. By noon Geary had gained th 
open ground on the north slope of the mountaii 
with his right close up to the base of the uppe 
palisade ; but there were strong fortifications in hi 
front. The rest of the command coming up, a lin 
was formed from the base of tlie upper palisade t 
the mouth of Chattanooga Creek. 

Thomas and I were on the top of Orchard Knol 

TTr»rklrav J .ci arl-'crcmAA n aw marl a mil* lin a a. r».rm r 
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chap, i over the top of the north end of the ri 
tanooga Yalley, then along parallel 
a mile or more, across the valley to t 
Chattanooga Creek, thence up the slop 
Mountain to the foot of the upper pa 
day was hazy, so that Hooker’s operati 
visible to us except at moments whe 
would rise, hut the sound of his artilk 
ketry was heard incessantly. The ei 
front was partially fortified, hut was 
out of his works. During the afternoo 
which had so obscured the top of Loc 
as to hide whatever was going on fr 
of those below, settled down and mat 
w '»)'lw X;i where Hooker was as to stop operat 
time. At four o’clock Hooker reported 
as impregnable. By a little after five 
munication was established, and a brig; 
was sent from Chattanooga to reinforce 
troops had to cross Chattanooga Cre 
with some opposition, but soon over 
w*p 1846 - 50 * by night the commander, General Cai 
iS P Ma 6 r\ to Hooker and was assigned to his lefi 
Aug.isASM 1 '; egraphed to Washington: “The fight 
voiSnot.' gressed favorably. Sherman carried 

29 1862 ^ 

Missionary Ridge, and his right is noi 
nel, and his left at Chickamauga Cre 
w^xxxi from Lookout Yalley carried the j 
mountain, and now hold the eastern 
point high up. Hooker reports two tb 

ATS ta.lrAn TiasiHas wTiia.1t a. styiaII r 


DAVIS’S POSITION 


Well done. Many thanks to all. Remember Buri 
side.” And Halleck also telegraphed: “ I congra 
nlate you on the success thus far of your plans, 
fear that General Burnside is hard pushed, and th; 
any further delay may prove fatal. I know that yc 
will do all in your power to relieve him.” 

The division of Jefferson C. Davis, Army of tl 
Cumberland, had been sent to the North Chick; 
mauga to guard the pontoons as they were deposit*; 
in the river, and to prevent all ingress or egress < 
citizens. On the night of the 24th his divisio: 
having crossed with Sherman, occupied our extreix 
left from the upper bridge over the plain to tl 
north base of Missionary Bidge. Firing continue 
to a late hour in the night, but it was not connecte 
with an assault at any point. 


CHAPTER II 

BATTLE OP CHATTANOOGA—A GALLAN r 
COMPLETE ROUT OP THE ENEMY— 
THE CONFEDERATES—GENERAL BRAG' 
ON CHATTANOOGA 

chap. xi AT twelve o’clock at night, when al 
I began to give orders for the n< 
W-K.XXXX sent a despatch to Willcox to eneouraj 
w.k. xxxi Sherman was directed to attack at dayli< 
<2)iS was ordered to move at the same li< 
deavor to intercept the enemy’s retroj 
remained; if he had gone, then to mov 
Rossville and operate against the left 
the force on Missionary Ridge. Thorm 
move until Hooker had reached Missic 
As I was with him on Orchard Knob, 1 
move without further orders from me. 
srov., X8«3 The morning of the 25th opened cleai 
and the whole field was in full view f 
of Orchard Knob. It remained so all d 
headquarters were in full view, and o: 
sumably staff-officers—could be seen 


BATTLE OB CHATTANOOGA 


■which there is a ■wagon-road crossing the hill, and 
near which there is a railroad tunnel, intervenes 
between the two hills. The problem now was to 
get to the main ridge. The enemy was fortified on 
the point; and bach farther, where the ground was 
still higher, was a second fortification commanding 
the first. Sherman was out as soon as it was light • 
enough to see, and by sunrise his command was in 3 
motion. Three brigades held the hill already gained. 
Morgan L. Smith moved along the east base of 
Missionary Ridge; Loomis along the west base, j* 
supported by two brigades of John E. Smith’s divi- i; 
sion; and Corse with his brigade was between the i 
two, moving directly toward the hill to be captured. 
The ridge is steep and heavily wooded on the east 
side, where M. L. Smith’s troops were advancing, 
but cleared and with a more gentle slope on the 
west side. The troops advanced rapidly and carried 
the extreme end of the rebel works. Morgan L. 
Smith advanced to a point which cut the enemy off 
from the railroad-bridge and the means of bringing 
up supplies by rail from Chickamauga station, 
where the main depot was located. The enemy \ 
made brave and strenuous efforts to drive our 3 
troops from the position we had gained, but with¬ 
out success. The contest lasted for two hours. 
Corse, a brave and efficient commander, was badly , 
wounded in this assault. Sherman now threatened 3 
both Bragg’s flank and his stores, and made it 
necessary for him to weaken other points of his j 
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chap, ii Union forces was concentrated upo: 
w^’. 8 Smith, with two brigades, charged np 
x i( 2 ) 6 M 0 £ £j ie r yg e £ 0 SU pport of Cors 

over open ground and in the face of i 
both artillery and musketry, and rea> 
parapet of the enemy. He lay here f 
the enemy coming with a heavy fo 
right flank, he was compelled to fall 1 
by the foe. A few hundred yards br< 
troops into a wood, where they wer 
formed, when they charged and drove 
party back to his intrenchments. 

Seeing the advance, repulse, and se 
of J. E. Smith from the position ' 
directed Thomas to send a division 
him. Baird’s division was accordini 
( 2 > 5°8 -fc]h. e right of Orchard Knob. It hac 
considerable distance directly under t] 
enemy to reach its position. Bragg 
menced massing in the same directic 
what I wanted. But it had now got 
the afternoon, and I had expected befl 
Hooker crossing the ridge in the nei, 
Rossville and compelling Bragg to 
direction also. 

R W* E . The enemy had evacuated Lookc 
xxxi ( 2)666 during the night, as I expected he woi 
ing the valley he burned the bridge 
nooga Creek, and did all he could to 
roads behind him. Hooker was of 


A GALLANT CHANGE 


his forces. His reaching Bragg’s flank and extend¬ 
ing across it was to be the signal for Thomas’s 
assault of the ridge. But Sherman’s condition was 
getting so critical that the assault for his relief 
could not he delayed any longer. 

Sheridan’s and Wood’s divisions had been lying 
under arms from early morning, ready to move the 
instant the signal was given. I now directed 
Thomas to order the charge at once. 1 I watched 
eagerly to see the effect, and became impatient at 
last that there was no indication of any charge 
being made. The center of the line which was to 
make the charge was near where Thomas and I 
stood, hut concealed from view by an intervening 
forest. Turning to Thomas to inquire what caused 
the delay, I was surprised to see Thomas J. Wood, 
one of the division commanders who was to make 
the charge, standing talking to him. I spoke to 
General Wood, asking him why he did not charge 
as ordered an hour before. He replied very 
promptly that this was the first he had heard of it, 
but that he had been ready all day to move at a 
moment’s notice. I told him to make the charge 
at once. He was off in a moment, and in an incred¬ 
ibly short time loud cheering was heard, and he and 
Sheridan were driving the enemy’s advance before 
them toward Missionary Ridge. The Confederates 
were strongly intrenched on the crest of the ridge 
in front of us, and had a second line half-way down 
and another at the base. Our men drove the troops 
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W.R.XXXI 

(9)44 


followed them so closely, that rebel 
troops wont over the first line of wor 
the same time. Many rebels were e. 
sent to the rear under the fire of their 
higher up the hill. Those that were l 
retreated, and were pursued. The retro 
being between friends and pursuers 
enemy to tire high to avoid killing tin 
In fact, on that occasion the Union so 
the enemy was in the safest, positio 
awaiting further orders or stopping b 
our troops wont to the second line of 
that and on for the crest,—thus effeetm 
out my orders of the ,18th for the battl 
24th 1 for this charge. 

I watched their progress with into: 
The (ire along the rebel line was terrifi 
and musket-balls filled the air; but 
done was in small proportion to the 
expended. The pursuit continued un 
was reached, and soon our men were s< 
over the Confederate barriers at differ* 
front of both Sheridan’s and Wood’s di\ 
retreat of the enemy along most of 

1 Chattanooga, Nov. 24, 1803. cither carry the ri 

Maj.-Ukn. (Sko. H. Thomas, directly in front 
Chattanooga: to the loft, an tin 

(5(moral Sherman carried Min- enemy may requ 
monary Uidge an far an the tunnel position on the n 
with only slight skirmishing. His be maintained] w 
right now rests at, the tunnel and and it is found 
on top of the hill, his left at carry the top fro 

(Ihtolrn.’miuio'u. (Irish' T luivm in- wnnM hft «,dvia 


COMPLETE BOUT OP THE ENEMY 

precipitate, and the panic so great that Bragg and 
his officers lost all control over their men. Many 
were captured, and thousands threw away their 
arms in their flight. 

Sheridan pushed forward until he reached the 
Chickamauga River at a point above where the 
enemy crossed. He met some resistance from 
troops occupying a second hill in rear of Mission¬ 
ary Ridge, probably to cover the reti'eat of the 
main body and of the artillery and trains. It was 
now getting dark, hut Sheridan, without halting 
on that account, pushed his men forward up this 
second hill slowly and without attracting the atten¬ 
tion of the men placed to defend it, while he de¬ 
tached to the right and left to surround the position. 
The enemy discovered the movement before these 
dispositions were complete, and beat a hasty retreat, 
leaving artillery, wagon-trains, and many prisoners 
in our hands. To Sheridan’s prompt movement 
the Army of the Cumberland, and the nation, are 
indebted for the bulk of the capture of prisoners, 
artillery, and small arms that day. Except for his 
prompt pursuit so much in this way would not 
have been accomplished. 

"While the advance up Missionary Ridge was 
going forward, General Thomas with staff, General 
Gordon Granger, commander of the corps making 
the assault, and myself and staff occupied Orchard 
Knob, from which the entire field could be observed. 
The moment the troops were seen going over the 
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suit of the enemy east of the rid 
commanded the division to the 1 
accompanied his men on horsebae 
but did not join Sheridan in the ] 
left, in Baird’s front, where Bra 
massed against Sherman, the resii 
stubborn and the contest lasted lo 
Granger to follow the enemy with 
but he was so much excited, and 
roar of musketry in the direction 
taken, that by the time I could st 
enemy had got well out of the w 
confronting Sherman, now seein. 
their left giving way, fled also. Sh 
was not aware of the extent of o 
after nightfall, when he received < 
at daylight in the morning. 

As soon as Sherman discovered 
had left his front he directed his. 
division of the Army of the Cum 
over the pontoon-bridge at the mox 
mauga, and to move forward ' 
station. He ordered Howard t< 
stream some two miles to where 1 
bridge, repair it during the night, 
at four o’clock in the morning. 3 
was ordered to reconnoiter the tun 
was still held. Nothing was foun 
bodies of men of both armies. 1 
man’s command was directed to f 


PURSUIT OP THE CONFEDERATES 

He got Ms troops over, with, the exception of the 
artillery, by fording the stream at a little after 
three o’clock. Leaving his artillery to follow when 
the bridge should be reconstructed, he pushed on 
with the remainder of Ms command. At Rossville 
he came upon the flank of a division of the enemy, 
which soon commenced a retreat along the ridge. 
This threw them on Palmer. They could make 
hut little resistance in the position they were caught 
in, and as many of them as could do so escaped. 
Many, however, were captured. Hooker’s position 
during the night of the 25th was near Rossville, 
extending east of the ridge. Palmer was on Ms 
left, on the road to Graysville. 

During the night I telegraphed to 'Willcox that 
Bragg had been defeated, and that immediate relief 
would be sent to Burnside if he could hold out; to 
Halleck I sent an announcement of our victory, and 
informed him that forces would be sent up the val¬ 
ley to relieve Burnside. 

Before the battle of Chattanooga opened I had 
taken measures for the relief of Burnside the 
moment the way should be clear. Thomas was 
directed to have the little steamer that had been 
built at Chattanooga loaded to its capacity with 
rations and ammunition. Granger’s corps was to 
move by the south bank of the Tennessee River 
to the mouth of the Holston, and up that to Knox¬ 
ville, accompanied by the boat. In addition to 
the supplies transported by boat the men were 
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Axmy of the Potomac, from the Ai 
nessee, and from the Army of t 
participated. In fact, the accidents 
the heavy rains and the sudden rise 
see River so mingled the troops th 
tions were not kept together, under 
commanders, during the battle. ' 
right, had Geary’s division of the 
Army of the Potomac; Osterhaus’s 
Fifteenth Corps, Army of the G 
Cruft’s division of the Army of t' 
Sherman had three divisions of 
Howard’s corps from the Army o 
and Jefferson C. Davis’s division ■ 
the Cumberland. There was no je 
rivalry. Indeed, I doubt whether 
took any note at the time of the fa 
mingling of commands. All saw a 
rounding them, and took it for gra 
move was intended to dislodge him, 
difference where the troops came fi 
end was accomplished. 

The victory at Chattanooga wt 
great odds, considering the advanl 
had of position, and was accomplis 
than was expected, by reason of ‘ 
several grave mistakes: first, in se 
ablest corps commander with over t' 
troops; second, in sending away a di 
on the eve of battle: third, in nlac 
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reaching. Chattanooga. It was reported and be- chip, n 
lieved that he had come out to reconcile a serious 
difference between Bragg and Longstreet, and find¬ 
ing this difficult to do, planned the campaign against 
Knoxville, to be conducted by the latter general. 

I had known both Bragg and Longstreet before B ®^, s 
the war, the latter very well. We had been three olmracter 
years at West Point together, and, after my gradu¬ 
ation, for a time in the same regiment. Then we 
served together in the Mexican war. I had known 
Bragg in Mexico, and met him occasionally subse¬ 
quently. I could well understand how there might 
be an irreconcilable difference between them. 

Bragg was a remarkably intelligent and well-in¬ 
formed man, professionally and otherwise. He was 
also thoroughly upright. But he was possessed of 
an irascible temper, and was naturally disputatious. 

A man of the highest moral character and the most 
correct habits, yet in the old army he was in fre¬ 
quent trouble. As a subordinate he was always on 
the lookout to catch his commanding officer infring¬ 
ing his prerogatives; as a post commander he was 
equally vigilant to detect the slightest neglect, even 
of the most trivial order. 

I have heard in the old army an anecdote very 
characteristic of Bragg. On one occasion, when 
stationed at a post of several companies commanded 
by a field-officer, he was himself commanding one 
of the companies and at the same time acting as 

nnct miar+jirmn «t.AT n.nrl r> ranmi ssatv. TTa was first 
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he declined to fill the requisition 
the hack of it his reasons for s< 
pany commander he responded 1 
his requisition called for nothin, 
entitled to, and that it was the d 
master to fill it. As quartermast 
that he was right. In this o< 
Bragg referred the whole matte: 
ing ofiic.Gr of the post. The la 
the nature of the matter referre 
God, Mr. Bragg, you have qm 
officer in the army, and now 3 
with yourself!” 

Longstreet was an entirely c 
was brave, honest, intelligent, a v 
subordinate to his superiors, jui 
subordinates, but jealous of his 
I 10 had the courage to maintain, 
the lookout to detect a slight, b 
as anybody when intentionally 1 
It may be that Longstreet was 
ville for the reason stated, but 
had an exalted opinion of his o\ 
and thought he saw a chance of 
with one stone.” On several oc 
war he came to the relief of tl 
means of his superior military < 
I speak advisedly when I saj 
himself on his military capacity 
self virtimllv. in bis answer to 


PLAN OF THE BATTLE 


battle of Chattanooga were as fought. Sherman 
was to get on Missionary Ridge, as he did; Hooker 
to cross the north end of Lookout Mountain, as 
he did, sweep across Chattanooga Valley, and get 
across the south end of the ridge near Rossville. 
When Hooker had secured that position the Army 
of the Cumberland was to assault in the center. 
Before Sherman arrived, however, the order was so 
changed as that Hooker was directed to come to 
Chattanooga by the north bank of the Tennessee 
River. The waters in the river, owing to heavy 
rains, rose so fast that the bridge at Brown’s ferry 
could not be maintained in a condition to be used 
in crossing troops upon it. For this reason Hook¬ 
er’s orders were changed by telegraph back to what 
they were originally. 

Note. —From this point on after his great illness in April, 
thus volume was written (with the and the present arrangement of 
exception of the campaign in the the subject-matter was made by 
Wilderness, which had been pre- him between the 10th and 18th of 
■viously written) by General Grant July, 1885.—F. L>. G. 



CHAPTER III 

THE RELIEF OF KNOXVILLE—HEAL QUA 
TO NASHVILLE—VISITING KNOXV 
DESPATCHES—WITHHOLDING ORDEI 

chap, m /“CHATTANOOGA now being seen 
tional troops beyond any doul 
to reftevl diately turned my attention to relievii 
Kaoxviiie about the situation of which the Pres 
tieular, was very anxious. Prior to 
had made preparations for sending ■ 
relief of Burnside at the very earliest: 
securing Chattanooga. We had the 
steamers which had been built and fi 
the remains of old boats and put in 
run. General Thomas was directed t 
these boats loaded with rations and 
and move up the Tennessee River to 
the Holston, keeping the boat all the 
of the troops. General Granger, wit 
Corps reinforced to make twenty th 
was to start the moment Missionar 
carried, and under no circumstances w< 
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Tennessee ‘would furnish abundance of food for 
Burnside’s army and his own also. 

While following the enemy on the 26th, and again 
on the morning of the 27th, part of the time by the 
road to Ringgold, I directed Thomas, verbally, not 
to start Granger until he received further orders 
from me; advising him that I was going to the 
front to more fully see the situation. I was not 
right sure but that Bragg’s troops might be over 
their stampede by the time they reached Dalton. 
In that ease Bragg might think it well to take the 
road back to Cleveland, move thence toward Knox¬ 
ville, and, uniting with Longstreet, make a sudden 
dash upon Burnside. 

When I arrived at Ringgold, however, on the 
27th, I saw that the retreat was most earnest. The 
enemy had been throwing away guns, caissons, and 
small arms, abandoning provisions, and, altogether, 
seemed to be moving like a disorganized mob, with 
the exception of Cleburne’s division, which was 
acting as rear-guard to cover the retreat. 

When Hooker moved from Rossville toward 
Ringgold, Palmer’s division took the road to Grays- 
ville, and Sherman moved by the way of Chicka- 
mauga station toward the same point. As soon as 
I saw the situation at Ringgold I sent a staff-officer 
back to Chattanooga to advise Thomas of the con¬ 
dition of affairs, and direct him by my orders to 
start Granger at once. Feeling now that the troops 
were already on the march for the relief of Burn- 
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between East Chickamauga Creek a 
Ridge, and about twenty miles soul 
Chattanooga. I arrived just as the a 
Hooker had left behind at Chattanoog 
up. His men were attacking Cleburn 
which had taken a strong position in i 
hills, so as to cover the retreat of the 
army through a narrow gorge which pr 
at that point. Just beyond the gorge 1 
narrow, and the creek so tortuous that 
crossed a great many times in the cours 
mile. This attack was unfortunate, s 
some men unnecessarily. Hooker cap 
ever, 3 pieces of artillery and 230 pri 
130 rebel dead were left upon the field. 

I directed General Hooker to collect t 
wheat in the neighboring mills for th< 
troops, and then to destroy the mills a: 
property that could be of use to the 
not to make any wanton destruction. 

At this point Sherman came up, hav 
Graysville with his troops, where he fo 
had preceded him. Palmer had picke 
prisoners and much, abandoned prop* 
route. I went back in the evening tc 
with Sherman, remained there overnig 
not return to Chattanooga until the folic 
the 29th. I then found that Thomas 1 
started Granger, thus having lost a full 
I deemed of so much importance in ( 
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out against Longstreet, but if not relieved -within 
the time indicated be would be obliged to surrender 
or attempt to retreat. To effect a retreat would 
liave been an impossibility. He was already very 
low in ammunition, and with an army pursuing be 
would not liave been able to gather supplies. 

Finding that Granger bad not only not started, 
but was very reluctant to go, be having decided for 
himself that it was a very bad move to make, I 
sent word to General Sherman of the situation, and 
directed him to march to the relief of Knoxville. I 
also gave him the problem that we had to solve— 
that Burnside had now but four to six days’ sup¬ 
plies left, and that he must be relieved within that 
time. 

Sherman, fortunately, had not started on his re¬ 
turn from Graysville, having sent out detachments 
on the railroad which runs from Dalton to Cleve¬ 
land and Knoxville to thoroughly destroy that road, ■ 
and these troops had not yet returned to camp. I 
was very loath to send Sherman, because his men 
needed rest after their long march from Memphis 
and hard fighting at Chattanooga. But I had be¬ 
come satisfied that Burnside would not be rescued 
if his relief depended upon General Granger’s move¬ 
ments. 

Sherman had left his camp on the north side 
of the Tennessee Kiver, near Chattanooga, on the 
night of the 23d, the men having two days’ cooked 
rations in their haversacks. Expecting to be back 
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The two days’ rations had already laste< 
days; and they were now to go throngl 
which had been run over so much by C 
troops that there was but little probabil 
ing much food. They did, however, 
capturing some flour. They also found 
of bran in some of the mills, which the 
up into bread; and in this and other 
eked out an existence until they could rf 
ville. 

I was so very anxious that Burnside 
news of the steps being taken for his 
thus induce him to hold out a little long 
came necessary, that I determined to s< 
sage to him. I therefore sent a mem 
staff, Colonel J. H. Wilson, to get into E 
he could, report to Burnside the situs 
and give him all the encouragement pos 
Charles A. Dana was at Chattanooga < 
battle, and had been there even before 
command. Mr. Dana volunteered to t 
Colonel Wilson, and did accompany h 
the information of what was being do 
relief of Knoxville into writing, and dii 
in some way or other it must be secret! 
so as to have a copy of this fall into th 
General Longstreet. They made the t: 
General Longstreet did learn of Sherma 
in advance of his reaching there, and Bn 
prepared to hold out even for a longer 
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the loyal people of East Tennessee, were placed 
flour and corn, with forage and provisions gener¬ 
ally, and were thus secured for the use of the Union 
troops. They also drove cattle into Knoxville by 
the east side, which was not covered by the enemy; 
so that when relief arrived Burnside had more pro¬ 
visions on hand than when he had last reported. 

Our total loss (not including Burnside’s) in all 
these engagements amounted to 757 killed, 4529 
wounded, and 330 missing. We captured 6142 
prisoners—about fifty per cent, more than the 
enemy reported for their total loss—40 pieces of 
artillery, 69 artillery carriages and caissons, and 
over 7000 stands of small arms. The enemy’s loss 
in arms was probably much greater than here re¬ 
ported, because we picked up a great many that 
were found abandoned. 

I had at Chattanooga, in round numbers, about 
sixty thousand men. Bragg had about half this 
number, but his position was supposed to be im¬ 
pregnable. It was his own fault that he did not 
have more men present. He had sent Longstreet 
away with his corps swelled by reinforcements up 
to over twenty thousand men, thus reducing his 
own force more than one third, and depriving him¬ 
self of the presence of the ablest general of his 
command. He did this, too, after our troops had 
opened a line of communication by way of Brown’s 
and Kelly’s ferries with Bridgeport, thus securing 
full rations and supplies of every kind; and also 
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ciur.m have fallen into liis lunula without a s 
have never been able to see (he wisd 
move. 

Then, too, after Sherman had arrived 
Brag# knew that, he was on the north 
Tennessee River, he stmt Buckner’s < 
reinforce Longstreet. lie also started ai 
sion a day later; but our attack having-< 
before it reached Knoxville, Bragg orde 
It, had got so far, however, that it could 
to (thattanooga in time to be of servioi 
is possible, this latter blunder may have 
by Bragg having become confused as t 
Ante, i,m going on on our side. Sherman had, 
stated, (‘Tossed to the north side of the 
River at Brown’s ferry, in full view 
troops from Lookout, Mountain, a few < 
the attack. They then disappeared b< 
hills, and did not, come to the view of fh 
Missionary Ridge until they met tin 
Bragg know it was Sherman’s troops 
crossed, and, they being so long out of 
have supposed that they had gone up 
bank of the Tennessee River to tin* rein 
ville, and that Longstroet was therefore 
But the first great blunder, detaching I 
cannot he accounted for in any way ! 
If he had captured <Hiatt anoogn, East 
would have fallen without a struggle, 
have been a victory for us to have got 
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The probabilities are that our loss in killed was 
the heavier, as we were the attacking party. The 
enemy reported his loss in killed at 361; but as he 
reported his missing at 4146, while we held over 
6000 of them as prisoners, and there must have 
been hundreds, if not thousands, who deserted, but 
little reliance can be placed on this report. There 
was certainly great dissatisfaction with Bragg on 
the part of the soldiers for his harsh treatment of 
them, and a disposition to get away if they could. 
Then, too, Chattanooga following in the same half- 
year with Gettysburg in the East and Yicksburg in 
the West, there was much the same feeling in the 
South at this time that there had been in the North 
the fall and winter before. If the same license had 
been allowed the people and press in the South 
that was allowed in the North, Chattanooga would 
probably have been the last battle fought for the 
preservation of the Union. 

General William F. Smith’s services in these bat¬ 
tles had been such that I thought him eminently 
entitled to promotion. I was aware that he had 
previously been named by the President for pro¬ 
motion to the grade of major-general, but that the 
Senate had rejected the nomination. I was not 
aware of the reasons for this course, and therefore 
strongly recommended him for a major-generalcy. 
My recommendation was heeded and the appoint¬ 
ment made. 

Upon the raising of the siege of Knoxville, I, of 
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chap, m relieved 1 without further bloodshed 
of Burnside’s army and the loyal pi 
Tennessee had been the subject of mi 
the President for several months < 
time he was doing all he could to eh 
w.p.Sil^e; tion—sending a new commaD.de’ wit 
sand troops by the way of Cumberl; 
w.?lo?t e 23 , telegraphing me daily, almost hourly 
Gen.juiyi's, her Burnside,” “do something for B 
other appeals of like tenor. He saw 
East Tennessee until after our victo 
nooga. Even then he was afraid t 
might be out of ammunition, in a st 
tion, or overpowered; and his anxi 
intense until he heard that Longstr 
driven from the field. 

Burnside followed Longstreet only t 
Plains, some twenty miles or more ei 
stopped, believing that Longstreet wc 
State. The latter did not do so, ] 
stopped only a short distance farther 
sisted his army for the entire winter 
sierman, nessee. Poster now relieved Burnsic 

Memoirs, I, 

386 made disposition of his troops along t 
River in accordance with instruct: 
Thomas in command at Chattanooga 
the 20th of December, moved my he£ 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

W.R. XXXI 1 Washington, D. C., -^-inyprofounae 

(2) 51 December 8, 1863, 10 : 2 a.m. tbe skill, eoura 


HEADQUARTERS MOVED TO NASHVILLE 


Nashville was the most central point from which 
to communicate with my entire military division, 
and also with the authorities at Washington. While 
remaining at Chattanooga I was liable to have my 
telegraphic communications cut so as to throw me 
out of communication with both my command and 
Washington. 

Nothing occurred at Nashville worthy of mention 
during the winter; 1 so I set myself to the task of 
having troops in positions from which they could 
move to advantage, and in collecting all necessary 
supplies, so as to be ready to claim a due share of 
the enemy’s attention upon the appearance of the 
first good weather in the spring. I expected to re¬ 
tain the command I then had, and prepared myself 
for the campaign against Atlanta. I also had great 
hopes of having a campaign made against Mobile 
from the Gulf. I expected after Atlanta fell to 
occupy that place permanently, and to cut off Lee’s 
army from the West by way of the road running 
through Augusta to Atlanta and thence southwest. 
I was preparing to hold Atlanta with a small gar¬ 
rison, and it was my expectation to push through 
to Mobile if that city was in our possession; if not, 
to Savannah; and in this manner to get possession 
of the only east-and-west railroad that would then 


1 During this winter the citizens 
of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
subscribed for and had a dia- 
mond-hilted sword made for Gen¬ 
eral Grant, which was always 


of the battles in which General 
Grant had participated. 

Congress also gave him a vote 
of thanks for the victories at 
Chattanooga, and voted him a 
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be left to the enemy. But the spring c 
against Mobile was not made. 

The Army of the Ohio had been getting 
over Cumberland Gap until their anir 
nearly all starved. I now determined to g 
to see if there was any possible chance 
that route in the spring, and if not, to ab 
Accordingly I left Nashville in the latte: 
December by rail for Chattanooga. Fron 
nooga I took one of the little steamers pi 
spoken of as having been built there, and 
my horses aboard, went up to the juncth 
Clinch with the Tennessee. From that j 
railroad had been repaired up to Knoxvilh 
east to Strawben-y Plains. I went by ra 
fore, to Knoxville, where I remained foi 
days. General John G. Foster was then cc 
ing the Department of the Ohio. It wa 
tensely cold winter, the thermometer bei: 
as low as zero every morning for more tha 
while I was at Knoxville and on my w 
there on horseback to Lexington, Kentn 
first point where I could reach rail to carry 
to my headquarters at Nashville. 

The road over Cumberland Gap, and bs 
was strewn with debris of broken wagons < 
animals, much as I had found it on my firs 
Chattanooga over Waldron’s Ridge. The i 
been cut up to as great a depth as clay cor 
mules and wagons, and in that condition 
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route, both in Tennessee and Kentucky, and, almost 
universally, intensely loyal. They would collect in 
little places where we would stop of evenings to 
see me, generally hearing of my approach before 
we arrived. The people naturally expected to see 
the commanding general the oldest person in the 
party. I was then forty-one years of age, while my- 
medical director was gray-haired and probably 
twelve or more years my senior. The crowds would 
generally swarm around him, and thus give me an 
opportunity of quietly dismounting and getting 
into the house. It also gave me an opportunity of 
hearing passing remarks from one spectator to an¬ 
other about their general. Those remarks were apt 
to be more complimentary to the cause than to the 
appearance of the supposed general, owing to his 
being muffled up, and also owing to the travel-worn 
condition we were all in after a hard day’s ride. I 
was back in Nashville by the 13th of January, 1864. 

When I started on this trip it was necessary for 
me to have some person along who could turn des¬ 
patches into cipher, and who could also read the 
cipher despatches which I was liable to receive 
daily and almost hourly. Under the rules of the 
War Department at that time, Mr. Stanton had 
taken entire control of the matter of regulating the 
telegraph and determining how it should be used, 
and of saying who, and who alone, should have the 
ciphers. The operators possessed of the ciphers, 
as well as the ciphers used, were practically inde- 
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I was obliged to leave the telegraph 
back at Nashville, because that was tl 
which all despatches to me would come 
warded from there. As I have said, it 
sary for me also to have an operator < 
inspection who had possession of this 
enable me to telegraph to my division 
"War Department without my despatches 
by all the operators along the line of 
which they were transmitted. Accord 
dered the cipher operator to turn over 
Captain Cyrus B. Comstock, of the Co 
gineers, whom I had selected as a wise a 
man who certainly could be trusted witl 
if the operator at my headquarters coul 
The operator refused point-blank to 
the key to Captain Comstock as direc 
stating that his orders from the War 1 
were not to give it to anybody—the cc 
general or any one else. I told him 1 
whether he would or not. He said th t 
he would be punished. I told him if he 
most certainly would be punished. Fin 
that punishment was certain if he refuse 
obey my order, and being somewhat re 
if he was not protected altogether from 
quences of his disobedience to his order 
War Department, he yielded. When 
from Knoxville I found quite a comme 
operator had been reprimanded very s( 
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absolutely necessary for me to have the cipher, and 
the man would most certainly have been punished 
if he had not delivered it; that they would have to 
punish me if they punished anybody, or words to 
that effect. 

This was about the only thing approaching a dis¬ 
agreeable difference between the Secretary of War 
and myself that occurred until the war was over, 
when we had another little spat. Owing to his 
natural disposition to assume all power and control 
in all matters that he had anything whatever to do 
with, he boldly took command of the armies, and, 
while issuing no orders on the subject, prohibited 
any order from me going out of the adjutant-gen¬ 
eral’s office until he had appi’oved it. This was 
done by directing the adjutant-general to hold any 
orders that came from me to be issued from the 
adjutant-general’s office until he had examined 
them and given his approval. He never disturbed 
himself, either, in examining my orders until it 
was entirely convenient for him; so that orders 
which I had prepared would often lie there three 
or four days before he would sanction them. I re¬ 
monstrated against this in writing, and the Secre¬ 
tary apologetically restored me to my rightful 
position of General-in-chief of the Army. But he 
soon lapsed again and took control much as before. 

After the relief of Knoxville, Sherman had pro¬ 
posed to Burnside that he should go with him to 
drive Longstreet out of Tennessee; but Burnside 
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stated, Sherman’s command had 
north of the Tennessee, near C] 
two days’ rations in their haversac 
or blankets, and without many w 
to return to their camps by the € 
The weather was now cold and the 
but still they were ready to make 
flee, had it been required, for the f. 
which had brought them into sei 
having accomplished the object f 
sent, marched back leisurely to his 
Tennessee River. 


CHAPTER IY 

OPERATIONS IN MISSISSIPPI—LONGSTREET IN EAST TEN¬ 
NESSEE — COMMISSIONED LIEUTENANT-GENERAL— 
COMMANDING THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES 
—FIRST INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT LINCOLN 

S OON after Ms return from Knoxville I ordered 
Sherman to distribute his forces from Ste¬ 
venson to Decatur and thence north to Nashville. 
Sherman suggested that he be permitted to go back 
to Mississippi, to the limits of his own department 
and where most of his army still remained, for the 
purpose of clearing out what Confederates might 
still be left on the east bank of the'Mississippi 
River to impede its navigation by our boats. He 
expected also to have the cooperation of Banks to 
do the same thing on the west shore. Of course 
I approved heartily. 

About the 10th of January Sherman was back in 
Memphis, where Hurlbut commanded, and got to¬ 
gether his Memphis men, or ordered them collected 
and sent to Vicksburg. He then went to Vicksburg 
and out to where McPherson was in command, and 
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Forrest’s 

cavalry 


two divisions of infantry with a con 
of cavalry scattered west of him. I 
therefore, to move directly npon Me: 

I had sent some twenty-five hu 
under G-eneral Sooy Smith to Shei 
ment, and they had mostly arrived b 
got to Memphis. Hurlbut had se 
cavalry, and Sherman ordered hin 
Smith so as to give the latter a f 
seven thousand with which to go aj 
who was then known to be sonthea 
phis. Smith was ordered to move al 
February. 

While Sherman was waiting at Vic 
arrival of Hurlbut with his surplus 
out scouts to ascertain the position a 
the enemy and to bring back all tl 
they could gather. When these seoi 
was through them that he got the i 
General Polk’s being at Meridian 
strength and disposition of his coi 

Forrest had about four thousand 
him, composed of thoroughly well-di 
who under so able a leader were 
Smith’s command was nearly doubl 
rest, but hot equal, man to man, for 
successful experience such as Forr 
had. The fact is, troops who have 
battles and won, and followed up 1 
improve upon what they were befor 
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the particular kind of •warfare which Forrest, had 
carried on neither army could present a more 
effective officer than he was. 

Sherman got off on the 3d of February and 
moved out on his expedition, meeting with no op¬ 
position whatever until he crossed the Big Black, 
and with no great deal of opposition after that 
until he reached Jackson, Mississippi. This latter 
place he reached on the 6th or 7th, Brandon on the 
8th, and Morton on the 9th. Up to this time he 
moved in two columns to enable him to get a good 
supply of forage, etc., and expedite the march. 
Here, however, there were indications of the con¬ 
centration of Confederate infantry, and he was 
obliged to keep his army close together. He had 
no serious engagement; but he met some of the 
enemy, who destroyed a few of his wagons, about 
Decatur, Mississippi, where, by the way, Sherman 
himself came near being picked up. 

He entered Meridian on the 14tli of the month, 
the enemy having retreated toward Demopolis, 
Alabama. He spent several days in Meridian in 
thoroughly destroying the railroad to the north and 
south, and also for the purpose of hearing from 
Sooy Smith, who, ho supposed, had met Forrest be¬ 
fore this time, and, he hoped, had gained a decisive 
victory because of a superiority of numbers. Hear¬ 
ing nothing of him, however, he started on his 
return trip to Vicksburg. There he learned that 
Smith, while waiting for a few of his men who had 
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Sherman had writhat a letter it 
ing a cooperative movement w 
Shreveport, subject to my appona 
of Sherman's going himself; U^n 
important work for him to do, hu 
lie might said a few troops to il 
though their time' to remain absent 
Wo must have them for the spring 
trans-Mississippi movement pr«*\e 

My idlest son, who had neeinn| 
Vicksburg campaign and s*mg*\ 
contracted disease, which grew vu 
grown so dangerously ill that on i 
a.ry I obtained permission to go to 
he was staying at the time, to m*» 
peeling to tint! him alive on my i 
was permitted to go, 1 was nut p 
over my eontmand to any one else, 
to keep tin 4 headquarters with tin 
ideate regularly with all pails of 
with Washington, just as though 
at Nashville. 

When 1 obtained this leave 1 wn 
having gone there again to undo 
have the troops of Tlmmas in flm 
Tennessee cooperate with Hhernui 
Mississippi. I directed Thomas an 
at Scott shorough, Alabama, to ke< 
ing movement to tin 4 south again? 
who had again relieved Bragg, ft 
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and two more divisions to Longstreet in East Ten¬ 
nessee. Seeing that Johnston had depleted in this 
way, I directed Thomas to send at least ten thou¬ 
sand men, besides Stanley’s division, which was 
already to the east, into East Tennessee, and noti¬ 
fied Schofield, who was now in command in East 
Tennessee, of this movement of troops into his 
department, and also of the reinforcements Long- 
street had received. My object was to drive Long- 
street out of East Tennessee as a part of the prep¬ 
arations for my spring campaign. 

About this time G-eneral Foster, who had been 
in command of the Department of the Ohio after 
Burnside until Schofield relieved him, 1 advised me 
that he thought it would be a good thing to keep 
Longstreet just where he was; that he was per¬ 
fectly quiet in East Tennessee, and if he was forced 
to leave there, his whole well-equipped army would 
be free to go to any place where it could effect the 
most for their cause. I thought the advice was 
good, and, adopting that view, countermanded the 
orders for pursuit of Longstreet. 

On the 12th of February I ordered Thomas to 
take Dalton and hold it, if possible; and I directed 
him to move without delay. Finding that he had 
not moved, on the 17th I urged him again to start, 
telling him how important it was, that the object 
of the movement was to cooperate with Sherman, 

1 Washington, T>. C., granted, who would yon like as 
1)6061111)61 29,1863. his successor? It is possible that 
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who was moving east ward and might- be 

Than again on tin* 21st, ha not yaf havi 
I asked him if ha could not start tha mo 
finally got off on tin* 22d or 2dd. Tin* 
back from his front without a hat tin, I 
now position quit a as strong and fart 
rear. Thomas reported ihat ha could, 
farther, because if. was impossible wit 
teams, nearly starved, to knap upsupplh 
railroads were repaired. Ho soon foil h 
Schofield also had to rat urn for tha sa 
Ha aould not- aarry supplios with him, 
street was between him and tha suppli 
in tha country, hongstreet, in his rot 
he* moving toward his supplios, whilo 
following would bo receding from then 
2d of Marah, however, I loarnad of Slioi 
eess, which eased my mind vary amain 
day, the 2d, I was ordarad to Washingb 
Tin* bill restoring tin* grade of Lieut 
end of tha Army had passad through i Vi 
became a law on tha 2bth oi‘ February, 
nation laid baon said to flio Senate on 
Mandi and aonlirinad tin* naxt day (tha ; 
ordered to Washington on tin* IU\ to i 
commission, and started tin* day folio 
Tha commission was handed to me on f 
was delivered to me at the Hxeetdive 
President Lincoln in tha presence of h 
my eldest son, those of my staff who wej 
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that up on paper, knowing my disinclination to 
speak in public, and handed me a copy in advance 
so that I might prepare a few lines of reply. The 
President said: 

“ General Grant, the nation’s appreciation of what 
you have done, and its reliance upon you for what 
remains to be done, in the existing great struggle, 
are now presented, with this commission constitut¬ 
ing you Lieutenant-General in the Army of the 
United States. "With this high honor devolves 
upon you, also, a corresponding responsibility. As 
the country herein trusts you, so, under God, it 
will sustain you. I scarcely need to add that, with 
what I here speak for the nation, goes my own 
hearty personal concurrence.” 

To this I replied: “ Mr. President, I accept the 
commission, with gratitude for the high honor con¬ 
ferred. With the aid of the noble armies that have 
fought in so many fields for our common country, 
it will be my earnest endeavor not to disappoint 
your expectations. I feel the full weight of the 
responsibilities now devolving on me; and I know 
that if they are met, it will be due to those armies, 
and, above all, to the favor of that Providence which 
leads both nations and men.” 

On the 10th I visited the headquarters of the 
Army of the Potomac at Brandy station; then re¬ 
turned to Washington, and pushed west at once to 
make my arrangements for turning over the com¬ 
mands there and giving general directions for the 
Ka morl a Pap +,Tia RTYrma* Aa/mrkfnPTu 
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who was moving eastward and might, in*, in < 
Then again on tin* 21st, lie not yet having t- 
I asked him it" he could not, start, tin* next, d; 
finally got off on the 22d or 2dd. Tin* mm 
hack from his front without a. battle, hut, 
new position quite as strong and farther 
rear. Thomas reported t hat. he could not, 
farther, because it, was impossible with if 
(ruins, nearly starved, to keep up supplies m 
railroads were repaired, lie soon fell bank. 

Schofield also had to return for the same 
H<* could not carry supplies with him, and 
street was between him and the supplies s 
in the country. Longstreef, in his retreat., 
be moving toward his supplies, while our 
following, would be receding from theirs. 

2d of March, however, I learned of Shernuu 
cess, which eased my mind very much. T1 
day, the dd, I was ordered to Washington. 

Tin* bill restoring the grade, of Lieut emu 
oral of the Army had passed through (k>ngr 
became a law on the 2(ith of February. Mj 
nation had boon sent to the Senate on tin 
March and continued the next day (the 2d), 
ordered to Washington on tin* dd to ree.e 
commission, and started the day followin 
The commission was handed to me on tin* J 
was delivered to me at the Executive Mam 
President. Lincoln in the presence of his ( 
my eldest- son, those of my staff who were w 
and a few other visitors. 

The President, in presenting my commissi* 
from a paper-—stating, however, as a prelit 
and prior to the delivery of it, that he had 
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that up on paper, knowing my disinclination to 
speak in public, and handed me a copy in advance 
so that I might prepare a few lines of reply. The 
President said: 

“ General Grant, the nation’s appreciation of what 
you have done, and its reliance upon you for what 
remains to be done, in the existing great struggle, 
are now presented, with this commission constitut¬ 
ing you Lieutenant-General in the Army of the 
United States. With this high honor devolves 
upon you, also, a corresponding responsibility. As 
the country herein trusts you, so, under God, it 
will sustain you. I scarcely need to add that, with 
what I here speak for the nation, goes my own 
hearty personal concurrence.” 

To this I replied: “ Mr. President, I accept the 
commission, with gratitude for the high honor con¬ 
ferred. With the aid of the noble armies that have 
fought in so many fields for our common country, 
it will be my earnest endeavor not to disappoint 
your expectations. I feel the full weight of the 
responsibilities now devolving on me; and I know 
that if they are met, it will be due to those armies, 
and, above all, to the favor of that Providence which 
leads both nations and men.” 

On the 10th I visited the headquarters of the 
Army of the Potomac at Brandy station; then re¬ 
turned to Washington, and pushed west at once to 
make my arrangements for turning over the com¬ 
mands there and giving general directions for the 
preparations to be made for the spring campaign. 

It had been my intention before this to remain 
in the West, even if I was made lieutenant-general; 
but when I got to Washington and saw the situa- 
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tion it was plain that here was the point for the 
commanding general to be. No one else could, 
probably, resist the pressure that would be brought 
to bear upon him to desist from his own plans and 
pursue others. I determined, therefore, before I 
started back, to have Sherman advanced to my late 
position, McPherson to Sherman’s in command of 
the department, and Logan to the command of 
McPherson’s corps. These changes were all made 
on my recommendation and without hesitation. 
My commission as lieutenant-general was given to 
me on the 9th of March, 1864. On the following 
day, as already stated, I visited G-eneral Meade, 
commanding the Army of the Potomac, at his head¬ 
quarters at Brandy station, north of the Eapidan. 
I had known General Meade slightly in the Mexi¬ 
can war, but had not met him since until this visit. 
I was a stranger to most of the Army of the Poto¬ 
mac, I might say to all except the officers of the 
regular army who had served in the Mexican war. 
There had been some changes ordered in the 
organization of that army before my promotion. 
One was the consolidation of five corps into three, 
thus throwing some officers of rank out of impor¬ 
tant commands. Meade evidently thought that I 
might want to make still one more change not yet 
ordered. He said to me that I might want an 
officer who had served with me in the "West, men¬ 
tioning Sherman specially, to take his place. If 
so, he begged me not to hesitate about making the 
change. He urged that the work before us was of 
such vast importance to the whole nation that the 
feeling or wishes of no one person should stand in 
the way of selecting the right men for all positions. 
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For himself, he would serve to the best of his abil- chap, iv 
ity wherever placed. I assured him that I had no 
thought of substituting any one for him. As to 
Sherman, he could not he spared from the West. 

This incident gave me even a more favorable 
opinion of Meade than did his great victory at 
Gettysburg the July before. It is men who wait to 
be selected, and not those who seek, from whom 
we may always expect the most efficient service. 

Meade’s position afterward proved embarrassing 
to me, if not to him. He was commanding an 
army, and, for nearly a year previous to my taking 
command of all the armies, was in supreme com¬ 
mand of the Army of the Potomac—except from 
the authorities at Washington. All other general 
officers occupying similar positions were indepen¬ 
dent in their commands so far as any one present 
with them wa,s concerned. I tried to make General 
Meade’s position as nearly as possible what it would 
have been if I had been in Washington or any 
other place away from his command. I therefore 
gave all orders for the movements of the Army of 
the Potomac to Meade to have them executed. To 
avoid the necessity of having to give orders direct, 

I established my headquarters near his, unless there 
were reasons for locating them elsewhere. This 
sometimes happened, and I had on occasions to 
give orders direct to the troops affected. On the 
11th I returned to Washington, and on the day 
after orders wore published by tho War Department xxxiubs 
placing me in command of all the armies. I had 
left Washington the night before to return to my 
old command in tho West and to meet Sherman, 
whom I had telegraphed to join mo in Nashville. 
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Sherman assumed eummand of the Military Di¬ 
vision of the Mississippi on (ho lSfh of March, ami 
wo loft, Nashville together for ('inoiunati. I hm! 
Sherman accompany me (ha( far on my way back 
to Washington so t.hat we could talk over the mat¬ 
ters about which 1 wanted to see him wit hold losing 
any more time from my new command than was 
necessary. The first point which I wished to dis¬ 
cuss was particularly ahotit the cooperation of his 
command with mine when the spring campaign 
should commence. There were also other and 
minor points, minor as compared with the threat 
imjKtrfanee of the quest ion to he decided hy sangui¬ 
nary war-—the restoration to duty of officers who 
had been relieved from important commands, 
namely, McClellan, IJurnside, and Fremont in the 
Mast., and Hindi, Met *ook, Neeley, and ('rit tendon 
ill the West. 

Home filin' in the. winter of lNtid-b-l I had been 
invited hy the general-in-chief to give my views of 
the campaign I f bought advisable for the command 
under me—now Sherman's, (ienend J. H. Johnston 
was defending Atlanta and tin* inferior of < Jeorgia 
•with an army, the largest part of which was sta¬ 
tioned at Dalton, about thirty-eight miles south of 
Chattanooga. Dalton is at the junction of the rail¬ 
road front Cleveland with tin* one from Chattanooga, 
to Atlanta. 

There could have been no difference of opinion as 
to the first, duly of the armies of the Military 1 >ivi- 
sion of file Mississippi, Johnston’s armv was tin* 
first objective, ami that important, railroad center, 
Atlanta, the second. At the. time 1 wrote Cencrnl 
Hal lock giving my views of the approaching cam- 
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paign, and at the time I met General Sherman, it chap.it 
was expected that General Banks would he through 
with the campaign which he had been ordered upon 
before my appointment to the command of all the 
armies, and would be ready to cooperate with the 
armies east of the Mississippi, his part in the pro¬ 
gramme being to move upon Mobile by land while X xxiv <i) 
the navy would close the harbor and assist to the 11 
best of its ability. 1 The plan, therefore, was for 
Sherman to attack Johnston and destroy his army sSraan’s 
if possible, to capture Atlanta and hold it, and with spr “a1 fe 4 am ’ 
his troops and those of Banks to hold a line through 
to Mobile, or at least to hold Atlanta and command 
the railroad running east and west, and the troops 
from one or other of the armies to hold important 
points on the southern road, the only east-and-west 
road that would be left in the possession of the 
enemy. This would cut the Confederacy in two 
again, as our gaining possession of the Mississippi 
River had done before. Banks was not ready in 
time for the part assigned to him, and circum¬ 
stances that could not be foreseen determined the 
campaign which was afterward made, the success 
and grandeur of which has resounded throughout 
all lands. 

In regard to restoring officers who had been re¬ 
lieved from important commands to duty again, I 
loft Sherman to look after those who had been re¬ 
moved in the West while I looked out for the rest. 

I directed, however, that he should make no assign- M s SS“n f 
merit until I could speak to the Secretary of War 6,T 
about the matter. I shortly after recommended to 

i Soo letter to Banks, in Gem- and in tlio Official Records as cited 
eral Grant’s report, Appendix, in the margin.™F. D. G. 

Voiu II.—4 



50 


OUAI*. IV 


Flrnt meet* 
in# with 
Lincoln 


Llncoln’H 

military 

policy 


PERSONAL M KMOIRS <»F V. S. UR V NT 

tho Soorotarv iho assignmont <»i tumoral 
duty. I roooivod (ha assuranoo fhaf duty 
offered to him; mid afterward Ilia Sorrel 
mo that ho had ofi’errd Buoll an assigun 
that the latter had declined it, saying that 
bo degradation to aerept t he assignment <> 
understood afterward I hat ho refused loser 
either Sherman or < ‘an by because la* ha< 
(■loan hoih. Both y*radnaf^d before him an 
him in Iho old army. Shorman ranked I 
brigadier-general. All of (limit ranked it 
old army, and Shorman mid Buell did a"*, hi 
Tho worst excuse a- soldier can niako for < 
service is that bounce rankod I ho eommau 
ordorod to report to. 

On the 2*Sd of Mnroh 1 was hark in \V»> 
and on tho 2(>th look up my headquarter 
poper Court House, n low miles south of \ 
quarters of tho Army of tho Potomac, 

Although hailing from Illinois mjsolf, 1 
of tho President, I novor uiot Mr. Pima 
oallod to tho oapital to receive my oomm 
lieutenant-general. 1 knew him, howr\m\ 
and favorably from tho accounts given b 
under moat- tho West who had known him 
lives. I had also read tho rmuarkahlo ser 
bates between Lincoln and Douglas a few 
fore, whon they were rival candidates for il 
Status Sonafo. I was thou a rrsidmtf of 
ami by no imams a u Lincoln man " in that 
hut. I recognized thmi his groat ability. 

In my first interview with Mr. Lincoln 
stated to mo that la* had novor professet 
military man or to know how campaigns > 
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conducted, and never wanted to interfere in them; chap.iy 
but that procrastination on the part of commanders, 
and the pressure from the people at the North and 
Congress, which was always with him, forced him 
into issuing his series of “Military Orders”—one, 
two, three, etc. He did not know but they were 
all wrong, and did know that some of them were. 

All he wanted or had ever wanted was some one 
who would take the responsibility and act, and call 
on him for all the assistance needed, pledging him¬ 
self to use all the power of the government in ren¬ 
dering such assistance. Assuring him that I would 
do the best I could with the means at hand, and 
avoid as far as possible annoying him or the War 
Department, our first interview ended. 

The Secretary of War I had met once before 
only, but felt that I knew him better. 

While commanding in West Tennessee we had 
occasionally held conversations over the wires, at 
night, when they were not being otherwise used. 

He and General Halleck both cautioned me against 
giving the President my plans of campaign, saying 
that he was so kind-hearted, so averse to refusing 
anything asked of him, that some friend would be 
sure to get from him all he knew. I should have 
said that in our interview the President told me he 
did not want to know what I proposed to do. But 
he submitted a plan of campaign of his own which 
he wanted me to hear and then do as I pleased 
about. He brought out a map of Virginia on which 
he had evidently marked every position occupied 
by the Federal and Confederate armies up to that 
time. He pointed out on the map two streams which The Preai- 
empty into the Potomac, and suggested that the en egy ra 
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army might he moved on boats and lauded 
tho mouths of those streams. Wo would f 
tho Potomac to bring our supplies, and ( 
tarios would protuel our flanks while w 
out. I listened respectfully, lmt did no: 
.that tho sumo streams would protect Let 
while he was shutt ing us up. 

I did not communicate my plans to f 
dent, nor did I to the Secretary of War o; 
oral ITalloek. 

March the 2(ith my headquarters were,; 
at Culpeper, and tho work of preparing for 
campaign commenced. 


CHAPTER V 


THE MILITARY SITUATION—PLANS FOB THE CAMPAIGN 
— SHERIDAN ASSIGNED TO COMMAND OF THE CAV¬ 
ALRY—FLANK MOVEMENTS —FORREST AT FORT PIL¬ 
LOW— GENERAL BANKS’S EXPEDITION—COLONEL 
MOSBY—AN INCIDENT OF THE WILDERNESS CAM¬ 
PAIGN 

W HEN I assumed command of all the armies 
the situation was about this: The Mississippi 
River was guarded from St. Louis to its mouth. 
The line of the Arkansas was held, thus giving us 
all the Northwest north of that river. A few points 
in Louisiana not remote from the river were held 
by the Federal troops, as was also the mouth of the 
Rio Grande. East of the Mississippi we held sub¬ 
stantially all north of the Memphis and Charleston 
railroad as far east as Chattanooga, thence along 
the line of tho Tennessee and Holston rivers, tak¬ 
ing in nearly all of the State of Tennessee. West 
Virginia was in our hands; and that part of old 
Virginia north of tho Rapidan and east of the Blue 
Ridge we also held. On tho sea-coast we had Fort¬ 
ress Monroe and Norfolk in Virginia; Plymouth, 
Washington, and New Berne in North Carolina; 
Beaufort, Folly and Morris islands, Hilton Head, 
Port Royal, and Fort Pulaski in South Carolina and 
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In the West 


Schofield, 

Thomas, 

McPherson, 

Steele 


In the East 


Georgia; Fernandina, St. Augustine, Key V 
Pensacola in Florida. Tire balance of the £ 
territory, an empire in extent, was still in tl 
of the enemy. 

Sherman, who had succeeded me in t 
mand of the Military Division of the Mis 
commanded all the troops in the territory 
the Alleghanies and north of Natchez, witl 
movable force about Chattanooga. His c< 
was subdivided into four departments, but 
manders all reported to Sherman and were 
to his orders. This arrangement, however, 
the better protection of all lines of commu 
through the acquired territory, for the rea 
these different department commanders e 
promptly in case of a sudden or unexpec 
within their respective jurisdictions withor 
ing the orders of the division commander. 

In the East the opposing forces stood in i 
tially the same relations toward each other 
years before, or when the war began; th 
both between the Federal and Confederate 
It is true, footholds had been secured by u 
sea-coast, in Virginia and North Carolina; 
yond that, no substantial advantage had bee 
by either side. Battles had been fought of 
seventy as had ever been known in w 
ground from the James River and Chiclca 
near Richmond, to Gettysburg and Chamb 
in Pennsylvania, with indecisive results, so 
favorable to the National army, sometime 
Confederate army; but in every instance, I 
claimed as victories for the South by th< 
ern press, if not by the Southern genera 
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No! them pi ess, as a whole, did not discourage these 
claims; a portion of it always magnified rebel suc¬ 
cess and belittled ours, while another portion, most 
sincerely earnest in their desire for the preserva¬ 
tion of the Union and the overwhelming success of 
the Federal armies, would nevertheless generally ex- 
piess dissatisfaction with whatever victories were 
gained because they were not more complete. 

That portion of the Army of the Potomac not 
engaged in guarding lines of communication was 
on the northern bank of the Rapidan. The Army 
of Northern Virginia, confronting it on the opposite 
bank of the same river, was strongly intrenched 
and commanded by the acknowledged ablest gen¬ 
eral in the Confederate army. The country back 
to the James River is cut up with many streams, 
generally narrow, deep, and difficult to cross except 
where bridged. The region is heavily timbered, and 
the roads narrow and very bad after the least rain. 
Such an enemy was not, of course, unprepared 
with adequate fortifications at convenient intervals 
all the way back to Richmond, so that when driven 
from one fortified position he would always have 
another farther to the rear to fall back into. 

To provision an army, campaigning against so 
formidable a foe through such a countiy, from 
wagons alone seemed almost impossible. System 
and discipline were both essential to its accom¬ 
plishment. 

The Union armies were now divided into nineteen 
departments, though four of them in the West had 
been concentrated into a single military division. 
The Army of the Potomac was a separate com¬ 
mand and had no territorial limits. There were 
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Mexico, 
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16,1861; Gen. 
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Q. A. GUI- 
more, w. r. 

1845-49; 
Oapt. Eng. 
Aug. 0, 1801; 
Brlg.-Gen. 
Vok.Apr.28, 
1802; Maj.- 
Gen.JulylO, 
1868 


The Ninth 
Army-corps 


thus seventeen distinct commanders. Boh 
time those various armies had noted soparnt 
independently of one another, giving ilm on 
opportunity often of depleting one oommn 
pressed, to reinforce anol her more actively e 
I determined to stop this. To this end I r< 
the Army of the Potomac, as tin* center, 
west to Memphis along the line described 
position at the time, and north of it, the righ 
the Army of the Jaim's, under General Hi 
the left wing; and all the troops south as 
in rear of the enemy. Some, of these lutt 
occupying positions from which they eoi 
rendor service proportionate to their mi 
strength. All such were depleted to the m ; 
necessary to hold their posit ions as a, guard 
blockade-runners; where they could not 
their positions were abandoned altogether, 
way ton thousand men wore added to the 
the James from South (Carolina alone, with < 
Gillmoro in command. It was not contei 
that 0ouora-1 Gillmoro should leave his depai 
but as most of his troops were taken, pres 
for active service, he asked to accompany th 
was permitted to do so. Ofliecrs and soh 
furlough, of whom there were many fho 
woro ordered to their proper commands; 
tratiou was the order of- the day, and to 
accomplished in time to advance at the 
moment the roads would permit was the p 
As a reinforcement to the Army of the IN 
or to act in support of it, the Ninth A run 
ovor twenty thousand strong, under Genera 
side, had been rendezvoused at Annapolis 
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land. This was an admirable position for snch a chap y 
reinforcement. The corps could be brought at the 
last moment as a reinforcement to the Army of the 
Potomac, or it could he thrown on the sea-coast, 
south of Norfolk, in Yirginia or North Carolina, to 
operate against Richmond from that direction. In 
fact, Burnside and the War Department both 
thought the Ninth Corps was intended for such an 
expedition up to the last moment. 

My general plan now was to concentrate all the Genera] 
force possible against the Confederate armies in the P rations 
field. There were but two such, as we have seen, 
east of the Mississippi River and facing north. The 
■Army of Northern Yirginia, G-eneral Robert E. Lee 
commanding, was on the south bank of the Rapidan, 
confronting the Army of the Potomac; the second, 
under General Joseph E. Johnston, was at Dalton, 
Georgia, opposed to Sherman, who was still at Chat¬ 
tanooga. Besides these main armies the Confeder-. 
ates had to guard the Shenandoah Yalley, a great 
storehouse to feed their armies from, and their line 
of communications from Richmond to Tennessee. 
Forrest, a brave and intrepid cavalry general, was 
in the West with a large force, making a larger 
command necessaiy to hold what we had gained in 
Middle and West Tennessee. We could not abandon 
any territory north of the line held by the enemy, 
because it would lay the Northern States open to 
invasion. But as the Army of the Potomac was the 
principal garrison for the protection of Washington 
oven while it was moving on Lee, so all the forces 
to the west, and the Army of the James, guarded 
their special trusts when advancing from them as 
well as when remaining at them. Better, indeed, 
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for they forced iho, enemy to guard his uwn hues 
and resources at a greater distance from <nirs t and 
with a greater force. Little expeditions eettld not 
so well be sent out to destroy a bridge or tear up a 
few miles of railroad track, burn a. storehouse, or 
inflict other little annoyances. Accordingly I ar¬ 
ranged fora simultaneous movement all along the 
line. Sherman was to move from t 'hatfaiioogu, 
Johnston’s army and Atlanta, being his objective 
points . 1 (hook, commanding in West \ irgiittm we 


1 [JV/w/e and ConjUlndUtL) 

Hioadquartkuh, Aumikn of 
tiik Unitkd STATKH, 

Washington, I). (\, 
April 4, 1H(H. 

Maj.-Grn. W. T. Shkuman, 
Commanding Military Division of 
the Mississippi. 

Gknkral: It in my design, if 
the emomy keep quiet and allow 
me to take the initiative in the 
spring campaign, to work all 
parts of the army together, and 
somewhat toward a common ren¬ 
ter. For your information I now 
write you my programme, as at 
present determined upon. 

I have sent orders to Hanks, by 
private messenger, to finish up 
his present expedition against 
Shreveport with all despatch ; to 
turn overthodefense of Rod River 
to General Steele and tin' navy, 
and to return your troops to you 
and his own to Now <Means; to 
abandon all of Texas, except the 
Rio Grande, and to hold that, with 
not to exceed four thousand men ; 
to reduce the number of troops on 
the Mississippi to the lowest num¬ 
ber necessary to hold it,; and to 
collect from his command not- less 
than twenty-live thousand men. 


To f his I will add the f hou>>ntnt 
men from Mbemiiri, With Huh 
force he b* tu comment** oprm 
tiolis itguiird Mobile tm inn*n «n 

he can. It will be impo*eot4» bn* 
him to commence too mitH 

{Hllmore joiiiH Hitfler with ten 
thousand nil'll, am! the two oprr 

ate agattisf Richmond from the 

south hide of life «t II Ilf e n HiUr. 
This will gh e 1 tut I* r thirty f tiree 
thousand men to op* rate with, 
W. I*\ Smith coin lint in t mg f he 
right wing of hr-» forces and Hill 
more the left wing. I wdl niny 
with the Anu\ of the }SJotime, 
increased by I tune ide* * eorp% of 
not less flam twenty fhettoornaiut 
effect ive men,Ultd operate dueofi) 
against LreVs arm) w h* nwr it 
may he found, 

Sigel rolled h all hi’* in iiiliiblp 
force in two etdumim, one, under 
( )rd and Averelh to slut t from 
Beverly, Virginia, and the other, 
underCrook.loMiirf fromi liiition-. 
ton on the Ksumwhn» to in»*u» 
against the Virginia and Tenncu 
wee railroad, 

Crook will turn* nil eimdry* 

and will endeavor to get in about 
Salt ville, and move ctm? front 
there to join t)rd. II in force will 
be all cavalry, while Ord w ilt have 
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to move from the mouth of the G-auley River with chap.v 
a cavalry force and some artillery, the Virginia and 
Tennessee railroad to he his objective. Either the . Gr£ *ntto 
enemy would have to keep a large force to protect 
his communications, or see them destroyed, and 
a large amount of forage and provision, which he 
so much needed, fall into our hands. Sigel was in Franz siaei, 
command in the Valley of Virginia. He was to *•' 

advance up the valley, covering the North from an 
invasion through that channel as well while advane- Gen '4f' 21 ’ 
ing as by remaining near Harper’s Ferry. Every 
mile he advanced also gave us possession of stores 
on which Lee relied. Butler was to advance by the 
James River, having Richmond and Petersburg as 
his objective. 


from ten to twelve thousand men 
of all arms. 

You I propose to move against 
Johnston’s army, to break it up 
and to got into the interior of the 
enemy’s country as far as you can, 
inflicting all the damage you can 
against their war resources. 

I do not propose to lay down for 
you a plan of campaign, hut sim¬ 
ply lay down the work it is desira¬ 
ble to have done, and leave you 
free to execute it in your own 
way. Submit to' me, however, 
as early as you can, your plan of 
operations. 

As stated, Banks is ordered to 
commence operations as soon as 
he can. Gillmore is ordered to 
report at Fortress Monroe by the 
18th inst., or as soon thereafter 
as practicable. Sigel is concen¬ 
trating now. None will move 
from their places of rendezvous 
until I direct, except Banks. I 
want to be ready to move by the 
25th inst., if possible. But all I 


can now direct is that you get 
ready as soon as possible. I 
know you will have difficulties to 
encounter in getting through the 
mountains to where supplies are 
abundant, but I believe you will 
accomplish it. 

From the expedition from the 
Department of West Virginia 1 do 
not calculate on very great re¬ 
sults ; but it is the only way I can 
take troops from there. With the 
long line of railroad Sigel has to 
protect, he can spare no troops 
except to move directly to his 
front. In this way he must get 
through to inflict great damage 
on the enemy, or the enemy must 
detach from one of his armies a 
large force to prevent it. In 
other words, if Sigel can’t skin 
himself he can hold a leg while 
some one else skins. 

I am, general, very respect¬ 
fully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General 
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Before tlu'i advance coimiiniccd I visiltul H 
at Fort. Monroe. This was 1 ito first time I had 
mot him. Before giving him any order as f< 
part; ho avhs f.o play in the approaching earn pa 
invited his views. They were very much sud 
inticndod to direct, and as I did dim*!, 1 in wri 
before leaving. 

General W. F. Smith, who had hocn promot 
the rank of major-general shortly after tin' ! 
of Ohatinnooga on my recommendation, had 
yot. boon confirmed. 1 found a. derided proji 
against his confirmation by a majority of the Be 
but; I insisted that his services had been such 
ho should bo rewarded. Rly wishes were me 
blatantly complied with, and I assigned him t< 
command of one of the corps under (lenernl lb 
I was not long in finding out that 1 he object io 
Smith’s promotion wore well founded. 

In one of my early interviews with 11m Prosi 
I expressed my dissatisfaction with the little 
had been accomplished by the cavalry so far it 
war, and the belief that it. waseapableof accomj 
ing much more than it had done if under at lion 
loader. 1 said I wanted the very best, man ii 
army for that oommand. 1 lalleok was present 
spoke u]», saying, “How would Sheridan do! 
replied, “The very man I waul.” The Prosi 
said I could have anybody 1 wanted. Slim 
was telegraphed for that day, and on his nr 
was assigned to the command of the cavalry < 
with the Army of the Potomac. This relieved 1 
oral Alfred Ploasontou. If was not. a reflect io 


1 Bon mKtmdioiiH to But lor, in dix, and in lho OfBeial Kobo 
G eneral G rant’s report, Appon- cited in the margin. - F. V 
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that officer, however, for I did not know but that 
he had been as efficient as any other cavalry com¬ 
mander. 

Banks in the Department of the Gulf was ordered 
to assemble all the troops he bad at New Orleans in 
time to join in the general move, Mobile to be his 
objective. 

At this time I was not entirely decided as to 
whether I should move the Army of the Potomac 
by the right flank of the enemy or by his left. 
Each plan presented advantages. 1 If by his right 


1 In Field, Culpeper C. H ; , 
Virginia, 

April 9, 1864. 

Maj.-Gen. George G. Meade, 

Com’d'g Army of the Potomac : 

For information and as instruc¬ 
tion to govern your preparations 
for the coming campaign, the 
following is communicated con¬ 
fidentially for your own perusal 
alone. 

So far as practicable all the 
armies are to move together, 
and toward one common center. 
Banks has boon instructed to 
turn over the guarding of the Bed 
River to General Steele and the 
navy, to abandon Texas with the 
exception of the Bio Grande, and 
to concentrate all the force he can 
—not less than twenty-live thou¬ 
sand men—to move on Mobile. 
This he is to do without reference 
to other movements. From the 
scattered condition of his com¬ 
mand, however, ho cannot possi¬ 
bly get it together to leave New 
< Moans before the 1st of May, if 
so soon. Sherman will move at 
the same time you do, or two or 
three days in advance, Joe Johns¬ 
ton's army being his objective 


point, and the heart of Georgia 
his ultimate aim. If successful 
he will secure the line from Chat¬ 
tanooga to Mobile with the aid of 
Banks. 

Sigel cannot spare troops from 
his army to reinforce either of the 
great armies, but he can aid them 
by moving directly to Ms front. 
This he has been directed to 
do, and is now making prepara¬ 
tions for it. Two columns of his . 
command will make south at the 
same time with the general move : 
one from Beverly, from ten to 
twelve thousand strong, under 
Major-General Ord; the other 
from Charleston, Virginia, prin¬ 
cipally cavalry, under Brigadier- 
General Crook. The former of 
these will endeavor to reach the 
Tennessee and Virginia railroad, 
about south of Covington, and if 
found practicable will work east¬ 
ward to Lynchburg and return to 
its base by way of the Shenandoah 
Valley, or join you. The other 
will strike at Saltville, Virginia, 
and come eastward to join Ord. 
The cavalry from Ord’s command 
will try to force a passage south¬ 
ward, if they are successful in 
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—my left—the Potomac, Chesapeake Bay, a 
tributaries would furnish us an easy line cn 
which to bring all supplies to within easy hauli 
distance of every position the army could occu 
from the Rapidan to the James River. But I 
could, if he chose, detach or move his whole an 
north on a line rather interior to the one I wox 
have to take in following. A movement by ] 
left—our right—would obviate this; but all tl 
was done would have to be done with the suppl 
and ammunition we started with. All idea 
adopting this latter plan was abandoned when t 
limited quantity of supplies possible to take wi 
us was considered. The country over which ■ 
would have to pass was so exhausted of all fo 
or forage that we would be obliged to carry evei 
thing with us. 


reaching the Virginia and Ten¬ 
nessee railroad, to cut the main 
lines of the road connecting Rich¬ 
mond with all the South and 
Southwest. 

Grillmore will join Butler with 
about ten thousand men from 
South Carolina. Butler can re¬ 
duce his garrison so as to take 
twenty-three thousand men into 
the field directly to his front. 
The force will be commanded 
by Major-General W. F. Smith. 
With Smith and Gillmore, Butler 
will seize City Point, and operate 
against Richmond from the south 
side of the river. His movement 
will be simultaneous with yours. 

Lee’s army will be your objec¬ 
tive point. Wherever Lee goes 
there you will go also. The only 
point upon which I am now in 
doubt is whether it will be better 


to cross the Rapidan above 
below him. Each plan prese 
great advantages over the otl 
with corresponding objectio 
By crossing above, Lee is cut 
from all chance of ignoring Ri 
mond and going north on a rg 
But if we take this route all we 
must be done whilst the rati< 
we start with hold out. Wes 
arate from Butler, so that he c 
not be directed how to coopers 
By the other route Brandy Stat 
can be used as a base of supp] 
until another is secured on 
York or James rivers. 

These advantages and obj 
tions I will talk over with ^ 
more fully than I can write th< 

Burnside, with a force of pr 
ably twenty-five thousand m 
mil reinforce you. Immediat 
upon his arrival, which will 


FORREST AT FORT PILLOW 


While these preparations were going on the 
enemy was not entirely idle. In the West, Forrest 
made a raid in West Tennessee np to the northern 
border, capturing the garrison of four or five hun¬ 
dred men at Union City, and followed it up by an 
attack on Paducah, Kentucky, on the banks of the 
Ohio. While he was able to enter the city, he failed 
to capture the forts or any part of the garrison. On 
the first intelligence of Forrest’s raid I telegraphed 
Sherman to send all his cavalry against him, and 
not to let him get out of the trap he had put him¬ 
self into. Sherman had anticipated me by sending 
troops against him before he got my order. 

Forrest, however, fell back rapidly, and attacked 
the troops at Fort Pillow, a station for the protec¬ 
tion of the navigation of the Mississippi River. 
The garrison consisted of a regiment of colored 


shortly after the 20th inst., I will 
give Mm the defense of the road 
from Bnll Run as far south as we 
wish to hold it. This will enable 
you to collect all your strength 
about Brandy Station and to the 
front. 

There will be naval coopera¬ 
tion on the James River, and 
transports and ferries will be 
provided, so that should Lee fall 
back into his intrenehments at 
Richmond, Butler's force and 
yours will be a unit, or at least 
can be made to act as such. What 
I would direct, then, is that you 
commence at once reducing bag¬ 
gage to the very lowest possible 
standard. Two wagons to a regi¬ 
ment of five hundred men is the 
greatest number that should be 
allowed for all baggage, exclu¬ 
sive of subsistence stores and 


ordnance stores. One wagon to 
brigade and one to division head¬ 
quarters is sufficient, and about 
two to corps headquarters. 

Should by Lee’s right flank be 
our route, you will want to make 
arrangements for having supplies 
of all sorts promptly forwarded to 
White House on the Pamunkey. 
Your estimates for this contin¬ 
gency should be made at once. If 
not wanted there, there is every 
probability they will be wanted 
on the James River or elsewhere. 

If Lee’s left is turned, large 
provision will have to be made 
for ordnance stores. I would say 
not much short of five hundred 
rounds of infantry ammunition 
would do. By the other, half the 
amount would be sufficient. 

U. S. G-rant, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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troops, infantry, and a, defaehmen 
cavalry. Those troops fought lira, 
overpowered. I will leave Form; 
patches to toll what la* did with 

“The river was dyad, 1 ’ la* says, u 
of the slaughtered for two hundred 
proximate loss was upward of five 
but few of the oilierrs escaping, 
ahout twenty killed. If is hopetl f 
will demonstrate to the Northern pe 
soldiers cannot rope with Southei 
quently .Forrest math* a report in w 
the part which slioeks humanity to 

At the East, also, the rebels wer 
said to llalleek that Plymouth an 
North Carolina, were unnecessary 
would he hotter to have the ptn 
there added to Butler’s eommand. 
tended our arms, both places, and ot 
fall into our hands naturally. Th 
been occupied by Federal troops 
command of the armies, and I kmc 
oeutivo would be reluctant, to alum 
therefore explained my views; b 
views were carried out. the rebels en| 
rison at 'Plymouth. 1 then orderei 
meat of Washington, but <lireeted 
New Bertie at all Inwards. This w» 
cause New Berne was a port into w 
runners e.ould enter. 

Cetmral Bunion hail mill) nn mi nv 
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\ GOD-SPEED TO GRANT. (FAC-SIMILE OF THE ORIGINAL, SLIGHTLY REDUCED IN SCALE.) 


[This remarkable letter was re¬ 
ceived by General Grant on the 1st of 
May, three days before the Wilderness 
campaign began. He was always care¬ 
less about his papers, and private or 
semi-official ones were often thrust 
into his pockets, where they remained 


its existence, until in 1866 I came 
across it in my researches for my his¬ 
tory of his campaigns. He was so 
pleased at the discovery, or recovery, 
that he gave me the original letter at 
the time. It is my intention eventually 
to present it either to the government 
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my superior ;il Mu' time. By direction of Uallock 
I had reinforced Banks with si, corps of about ton 
thousand mon from Sherman’s ciminmiul. This 
reinforcement VVilK wanted 1 Kick badly before the 
forward movement wninii'iiwil. But, Banks bad 
m>t so far that it seemed bi'st that ho should Mike 
Shreveport, on the Rod River, and turn over the 
line of that, river to Steele, who eommunded in 
Arkansas, to hold instead of the line of the Arkan¬ 
sas. Orders were given accordingly, and with the 
expectation that the campaign would be ended in 
time for Banks to return A. d. Smith’s command 
to where if belonged and gel lnick to New Orleans 
himself in time to execute his part in the general 
plan. But the expedition was a failure. Banks did 
not get back in time to take paid in the progranimo 
as laid down. Nor was Smith returned until long 
after the movements of May, IHtid, had been begun. 
The services of forty thousand veteran troops, over 
and above tin* number required to hold all that was 
necessary in the Department of the (Sulf, were thus 
paralyzed. If is but ,just to Banks, however, to say 
that his expedition was ordered from Washington, 
and he was in no way responsible except for the 
conduct, of it. I make no criticism on this point, 
lie opposed (lie expedition. 

By the 27th of April spring had so far advanced 
as to justify me in fixing a day for the great move. 
On that day* Burnside left Annapolis to occupy 
Meade’s nosition bet weon Bull Run and the Ran- 
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move the night of the same day ami ge 
the James River us possible by daylight 
on from there to accomplish (lie task 
He was also notified 1 lint remforeemen 
ing eolleeted in Washington ('ity, whirl 
forwarded to him should (lit 1 enemy tal 
the trenches at Richmond. The same da 
was directed to get Ids forces up ready 
on the 5th. Higel-was in Winchester am 
fied to move in conjunction with the oil 
The criticism has been made by wri 
campaign from the Rapidan to the da 
that all the loss of life could have been o 
moving the army there on transports, 
was fortified and intrenched so perfect 1 
man inside to defend was more than eq 
outside besieging or assaulting. To get 
of Lee’s army was the first, great, object, 
capture of his army Richmond would 
follow. It was bettor to tight him out: 
stronghold than in it. If tin* Army of tli 
had been moved bodily to f lie dames 
wator, Leo could have moved a. part of 
hack to Richmond, called 1 >eaur<\gard 
south to reinforce it, and with the hula 
on to Washington. Then, too, I ordcrt 
simxxlta,neons with that of the Army « 
tomac, xxp the dames River by a formal 
already collected at the mouth of tin* 
While my headquarters were at Culp 

Oft+K ✓vL* T\/f .1. i .. a !. . iii. i* \ f . _ _ i 
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occurred which came near postponing my part, in cua.i>.v 
the campaign altogether. Fohmel dolm S. Mosby 
had Cor a long time been commanding a, partisan 
corps, or regiment, which operated in tint roar ol‘ 
the Army of the Potomac. On my return to the 
field on this occasion, as (lie train approached 
Warm 1 ton Junction, a, heavy cloud of dust was 
soon to the east of the road, as if made by a body 
of cavalry on a charge. Arriving at. the junction 
tlio train was stopped and inquiries made as to the 
cause of the dust. There was but one man at the 
station, and ho informed us that Moshy had crossed 
a low minutes before at. full speed in pursuit of 
Federal cavalry. Had ho seen our train coming, 
no doubt, he would have let his prisoners escape to 
capture the train. 1 wa,s on a special train, if I re¬ 
member correctly, without any guard. 

Since the close of the war 1 have come to know 
Colonel Moshy personally, and somewhat inti¬ 
mately. lie is a. different man entirely from what, 

I had supposed. He is slender, not (all, wiry, and 
looks as if ho could endure any amount of physical 
exercise. He is able, and (Iioroughly honest and 
truthful. There wore probably but few men in (tie 
South who could have commanded successfully a 
separate detachment in I ho rear of an opposing 
army, and so near I he border of hostilities, as long 
as he did without losing his entire command. 

On this same visit to Washington 1 had my la,st ju!y?u'L*'r 
interview with the President before reaching the vnilSiwIiMH 
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necessary to have a great number c 
guard and hold the territory we had c* 
to prevent incursions into the Nortl 
These troops could perform this ser 
well by advancing as by remaining s 
advancing they would compel the en* 
detachments to hold them back, or else 
territory open to invasion. His answ< 
yes! I see that. As we say out Wes 
can’t skin he must hold a leg while so 
does.” 

There was a certain incident connec' 
Wilderness campaign of which it may r 
place to speak; and to avoid a digressio 
I will mention it here. 

A few days before my departure frc 
the Honorable E. B. Washburne visit* 
and remained with my headquarters f< 
tance south, through the battle in the 
and, I think, to Spottsylvania. He 
panied by a Mr. Swinton, whom he pr 
literary gentleman who wished to ace 
army with a view of writing a historj 
when it was over. He assured me—ai 
doubt Swinton gave him the assuran 
was not. present as a corx*espondent of 
expressed an entire willingness to hav* 
ton) accompany the army, and would 1 
him to do so as a correspondent, rest 
ever, in the character of the informati 

* TXT • 1 T\* 1 ^ 


A MISl’UAUKl) HISTORIAN 


therefore, Unit correspondents should not ho privi- 
logod spies of the enemy within our lint's. 

Probably Mr. Swiuton expected to bean invited 
guest at my headquarters, and was disappointed 
that ho was not, asked to become so. At. all events, 
ho was not inviiod, and soon l found that ho was 
corresponding with somo paper (1 luivo now for- 
gotton which one), thus viola,ting his word oither 
expressed or implied. He knew of tin' assurance 
Washburno had given as to the character of his 
mission. I never saw the man from the day of our 
introduction to the present that 1 recollect. He 
accompanied us, however, for a. I inn* at least. 

The second night after crossing the Rapidan (the 
night of the 5th of May), Colonel W. It. Rowley, of 
my staff, was acting as night-oHioor at my head¬ 
quarters. A short tinu k before midnight, 1 gavo 
him verbal instructions for the night. Three days 
later 1 read in a Richmond paper a verbatim report 
of those instructions. 

A few nights still later (after f he first, ami possibly 
after the second, day’s lighting in the Wilderness) 
(Jeneral Meade came to my lent for consultation, 
bringing with him some of his stalT-oflicers. Both 
his staff a,ml mine retired to tlie ea,mp-fire some 
yards in front of I he tent, thinking our conversa¬ 
tion should bo private. There was a. stump a little 
to one side, and between the front- of tin 1 tent, and 
the camp-lire. One of my staff, Colonel T. K. Bow¬ 
ers, saw what lie took to he a, man seated on the 
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CHAr. v asked him, in language more forei 
what ho was doing there. Tin* mr 
Swinton, the “historian,” and his 
question wore evasive and nnsatis 
was warned against, further eavesdi 
Tlio next I heard of Mr. Hwinh 
Harbor. (General Meade eanit' to n 
Swmton or- saying that (tenoral liurnside had nr 
8h0t who at some previous tine 1 had give 
and had ordered him to hi' shot tha 
promptly ordered the prisoner to i 
that ho must be expelled from the lit 
not to return again on pain of puni; 


(Ill A I’TKRi VI 


OOMMI5NOKMKNT OK TUB OUAND CAMKAKiN— OHNKllAL 
lHITliKR’K POSITION.HIIKIUUAN’S RIRHT RAID 


T IIK armifis were now all ready to movo tor the 
accomplishment of a single object. They wore 
noting as a unit, so far as such a. thin# was possible 
over such a vast held. Lee, with the capital of the 
(Jon fedora,ey, was the main end to which all wore 
working. Johnston, with Atlanta, was an impor¬ 
tant. obstacle in the way of our accomplishing (.lie 
result aimed at, and was therefore almost, an in¬ 
dependent objective. If was of less importance 
oidy because the capture of Johnston and his army 


Noth.- At thin nia^o of tho 
work I ho (hml dodiuo in tfourral 
Urant's Htronjjfth booumo dourly 
muni font, and it wan found uoooa 
nary to brinp; bin tauk to a obrno 
an Noon and as nimby uh ponsi hlo. 
l*'or t Ids roanon t Ito not oh and 
momoranda > which ho had ool 
loot od for t ho purpooo of ivfrouh 
inj' hirt rnomory, and of fonuhif? 
tho framowork upon whioh fho 
narrativo mt^hf bo oomd ruof **d 


foront <droumKtanooH; and tho 
Mohomo of pmsuntiug tho final 
noonoH of {ho war uh a panorama, of 
otto vu'd oampat^u dirootod by fho 
oontral jmwor tho l/toutonaut» 
< ioiioral of tin* Army of tin* tbtifo<l 
Staton had to bo abnudonod. 
1 lad fhtN plan for tho book boon 
follow od, t ho Koparato armioH 
would havo boon t mat od an but. 
park* of out*, of whioh t ho Army of 
tho 1‘otonmr wuuld havo formotl 
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would not produce so immediate i 
suit in closing the rebellion as wou 
of Richmond, Lee, and his army, 
were employed exclusively in sup; 
movements. This was the plan; 
endeavor to give, as concisely as 1 
of its execution, outlining first t 
minor detached but cooperative 
As stated before, Banks faile 
what he had been sent to do on 
and eliminated the use of forty tl 
whose cooperation in the grand ca 
expected—ten thousand with Sh< 
thousand against Mobile. 

Sigel’s record is almost equally 
out, it is true, according to prog 
when I was hoping to hear of g 
done in the valley, I received inst 
announcement from Halleck: “ S: 
treat on Strasburg. He will do i 
never did anything else.” The € 
eepted him about New Market i 
roughly, leaving him short six grn 
hundred men out of his six thouss 
The plan had been for an ac 
forces in two columns. Though 1 
immediate command failed ingloi 
proved more fortunate. Under C 
his western column advanced frc 
West Virginia at the appointed 

RiAi’fi li £)rvrw vac-nil. a nPT'ifwr vasinl 
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Having accomplished this, they recrossed the Alle- 
ghanies to Meadow Bluffs and there awaited further 
orders. 

Butler embarked at Port Monroe with all his com¬ 
mand, except the cavalry and some artillery which 
moved up the south hank of the James River. 
His steamers moved first up Chesapeake Bay and 
York River as if threatening the rear of Lee’s 
army. At midnight they turned back, and Butler 
by daylight was far up the James River. He seized 
City Point and Bermuda Hundred early in the day, 
without loss, and, no doubt, very much to the sur¬ 
prise of the enemy. 

This was the accomplishment of the first step con¬ 
templated in my instructions to Butler. He was to 
act from here, looking to Richmond as his objec¬ 
tive point. I had given him to understand that I 
should aim to fight Lee between the Rapidan and 
Richmond if he would stand; but should Lee fall 
back into Richmond I would follow up and make 
a junction of the armies of the Potomac and the 
James on the James River. He was directed to 
secure a footing as far up the south side of the 
river as he could, at as early a date as possible. 

Butler was in position by the 6th of May and had 
begun intrenching, and on the 7th he sent out his 
cavalry from Suffolk to cut the Weldon railroad. 
He also sent out detachments to destroy the rail¬ 
road between Petersburg and Richmond, but no 
great success attended these latter efforts. He 
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cii.vi'. vi about half-way between Bermuda, Hi 
Richmond, in tho moan i-imo Beau 
boon gathering reinforcements. On i 
attacked Butler with groat vigor, ami 
success as to limit very materially tho I 
fulness of tho Army of tho damns as a < 
tor in tho campaign. .1 afterward onion 
of it to join tho Army of tin' Potoma 
sutliciont force with Rutlor to man his 
securely tho footing ho had already i 
maintain a threatening front toward 
tho Confederate capital. 

Tho position which (leneral Butlt>r 
botwoon the two rivers, the James am 
I,U Hir-i<m P °" * ,ox > was 0110 natural strength, ( 

largo area of ground might, ho thorongl 
by moans of a single intrenched lino, 
vory short one in comparison with th 
territory which it thoroughly protected 
was protected by the James River, his 
Appomattox, and his roar by their jui 
two streams uniting near by. The lx 
two streams shortened the line that 
chosen for intronchments, while they in 
area which the line inclosed. 
imrd,'w?r. Previous to ordering any troops fro 
iiroxfco' sent my chief engineer, (leneral Barnnr 
niitoM.it Army of the Potomac, to that of the J 
<an.vofe" spent Butler’s position and ascertain 

Sept. 28,1801 ,, . , 

could again safely make an order f 
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and having them brought round by water to \\ hit** 
House to join nio and reinforce the Army of Hie 
Botomac. (Jeneral Banuird reported tin* position 
very strong for delensl ve purp<>s< %s and that 1 
could <lo the latter wilh great security; but that 
General Butler could not tnovo front w here In* \uih, 
in cooperation, to produce any effort. Ib-said that 
the general occupied a, place lad worn the dames and 
Appomattox rivers which was of great strength, and 
wherewith an interior force he could hold tf ho* an 
indefinite length of film* against a superior; hut 
that lio could do nothin# offensively,. I then ashed 
him why Butler could not move out from hr ti i j * r 
and push across the Richmond and IVtersburg 
railroad to the rear and on the south side of Rich 
moud. lie replied that if was impracticnhle, he 
cause the enemy had suhstantialty tin 1 sane* hue 
across the neck of hunt that ( ieneru! Buffer had. 
Ho Hum took out his pem*il and drew a ; loO*di of 
tho locality, remarking that t ho position wa Ido- 
a bottle, and that Butler’s line of int ivm'lmem! s 
across the neek represented the cork ; that the 
enemy Irnai built an equally st mu a; lim* im media frh 
in front, of him across the neck; ami it was I Imre 
fores as if Butler was in a bottle. He w as periVmU 
safe against a,n aHack; huh ns Barnard e\j*r«*s* ed 
it, the enemy ha<l corked the holfte and with a 
small force could hold the cork in its pine*’, The 
struck me a.s being very expressive of In- pueJ nei t 
particularly when I saw the basic sketch which 
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chap. VI as this did, very much to the annoyance 
of General Butler, and, I know, very m 
own. I found afterward that this was 
MD.Hi8t.ii. the notes of General Badeau’s book, w. 

they were shown to me, I asked to ha^ 
out; yet it was retained there, though t 
wishes. 

I make this statement here because, 
have often made it before, it has never 1 
power until now to place it where it v 
histoiy; and I desire to rectify all injug 
may have done to individuals,.particuk 
cers who were gallantly serving their co 
ing the trying period of the war for the pi 
of the Union. General Butler certainl 
V1C6B very earnest support to the war; and 1 
own best efforts personally to the sup] 
the rebellion. 

The further operations of the Army of 
can best be treated of in connection wr 
the Army of the Potomac, the two b< 
timately associated and connected as 
stantially one body in which the indrv 
the supporting wing is merged. 

Before giving the reader a summary of 
great Atlanta campaign, which must cc 
description of the various cooperative ] 
preparatory to proceeding with that of 
tions of the center, I will briefly men 
dan’s first raid upon Lee’s communicate 
though an incident of th ne'ati ns 
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By thus anticipating, in point of time, I 'will be 
able to more perfectly observe the continuity of 
events occurring in my immediate front when 
I shall have undertaken to describe our advance 
from the Rapidan. 

On the 8th of May, just after the battle of the 
Wilderness, and when we were moving on Spott- 
sylvania, I directed Sheridan verbally to cut loose 
from the Army of the Potomac, pass around the 
left of Lee’s army, and attack Ms cavalry; to cut 
the two roads—one running west through Gordons- 
ville, Charlottesville, and Lynchburg, the other to 
Richmond—and, when compelled to do so for want 
of forage and rations, to move on to the James 
River and draw these from Butler’s supplies. This 
move took him past the entire rear of Lee’s army. 
These orders were also given in writing through 
Meade. 

The object of this move was threefold. First, if 
successfully executed—and it was—he would an¬ 
noy the enemy by cutting his line of supplies and 
telegraphic communications, and destroy or get 
for his own use supplies in store in the rear and 
coming up. Second, he would draw the enemy’s 
cavalry after him, and thus better protect our 
flanks, rear, and trains than by remaining with 
the army. Third, his absence would save the 
trains drawing his forage and other supplies from 
Fredericksburg, which had now become our base. 
He started at daylight the next morning, and 
aecomnlishef) more than was exneeted. I wa 
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chap. VI mond. Before night Stuart, commandii 
j.E.B.stu- federate cavalry, came on to the rear c 
Bri^oek maud. But the advance kept on, crosset 
c 1ifisfiT‘ Anna, and at Beaver Dam, a station on t 
My' 2 ^i 862 Central railroad, recaptured four hunc 
prisoners on their way to Bichmond, de 
Sheridairs roa( j ) aiK j use d and destroyed a large 
^kviai subsistence and medical stores. 

Stuart, seeing that our cavalry was ] 
ward Bichmond, abandoned the purs 
morning of the 10th, and, by a detour 
hausting march, interposed between Sh 
Bichmond at Yellow Tavern, only abor 
north of the city. Sheridan destroyed 1 
and more supplies at Ashland, and o 
arrived in Stuart’s front. A severe e 
TT ^ m ensued in which the losses were heav 
m, 778 sides; but the rebels were beaten, their ’ 
tally wounded, and some guns and man 
were captured. 

Sheridan passed through the outer 
Bichmond, and could, no doubt, have pass 
the inner ones. But having no suppoi 
could not have remained. After cari 
wounded he struck for the James Bive: 
city, to communicate with Butler and 
men and horses, as well as to get food 
for them. 

He moved first between the Chickal 
May, ism the James, but in the morning (the IS 
stopped by batteries at Mechanicsville 
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occupying the opposite side. Tim pn.ni<*. created by ohap.vi 
his first entrance within the outer works ot* Rich- 
inond having subsided, troops were stud, out to 
attack his rear. 

lie was now in a perilous posit ion, one from 
which but few generals could liavoextricated them¬ 
selves. The defenses of Iv’iclunond, manned, were 
to the rigid.; the < '■hickahomiiiy was to the left, 
with no bridge remaining a,ml IIm opposite bank 
guarded; to (lit 1 rear was a. force from Richmond. 

This force was attacked and beat* mi by Wilson’s ,.X\1V„. 

* ** A A XV I (I) 

and (Iron’s divisions, while' Sheridan turned to tho Hivt * H7l> 
loft with tlio remaining division and hastily built; a 
bridge (maOho Phiekahoniiny tmrior the (ire of the 
enemy, forced a. crossing and soon dispersed tho 
Confederates ho found than*. Thoonemy was hold 
back from tho st roam by tho tiro of thtroops not 
engaged in bridge-building. 

On tlio Kith Sheridan was at Bottom’s Bridge, 
over tho(hiiokahominy, On t ho 1 *111 1 ho crossed this ibM. 777 , 77 H 
stream,and on that <lay went inloean \\) on the damns 
River at Ha.xalPs Landing. I boa t onr.o put. himself 
into eonnnnnieation with <ionoral Hu tier, who di¬ 
rected a.ll tin" supplies he wants 1 1 <> 1 >0 furnished. 

Sheridan had left tlie Anny of i lie Polomae at 
Spottsylva.nia, but <li<l not know wlirro either this 
or I jiTo\s ;irmy was now. Oreat <*3111 lion, therefore, 
laid to he exorcised in gel ting hack. On the 17th, ibid. 7711 ,7Mv 
after rest ing his command for I lima < lays, he started 
on liis return, lie moved by t hr way of White 
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chap, vi where lie learned the position of the t 
May, 1864 On the 24th he joined us on the inarch 1 
Anna to Cold Harbor, in the vicinity < 
field. 

Sheridan in this memorable raid pass 
around Lee’s army; encountered his cav* 
engagements, and defeated them in all; 
four hundred Union prisoners and kille 
tured many of the enemy; destroyed and 
supplies and munitions of war; destroyi 
railroad and telegraph; and freed us fr 
ance by the cavalry of the enemy for moi 
weeks. 


(Ill AFTER VII 

SHEltMAN’S OAMl’AK IN IN < 1 K.<> K< IIA —-HI K( • K OK ATLANTA 
— DEATH 01-' (iENHKAD Mel'l I K.ltSON— ATTEMPT TO 
OATTUltE ANDEHSONVILI-K-'-OArTUUK OK ATLANTA 

AFTER separating from Sherman in ('ineinnuti chav , vn 
XL I. went on to Washington, as already .slated, am^.xi.w 
wliilo he returned to Nashville lo assume the duties 
of his new command. His military division was mSi“”’ 
now compos* 1 ,d of four departments and embraced 11,7 
all the territory west, of the Alleghany Mountains 
and east of the Mississippi River, together with the 
State of Arkansas in the trans-Mississippi. The 
most easterly of t hese was the I )epartmont of the 
Ohio, General Hchotiold commanding; tin* next was 
the Department of the < himberland, General Thomas 
commanding; the third the Department of the Ten¬ 
nessee, General McPherson commanding; and Gen¬ 
eral Kteele still commanded the trans-Mississippi, 
or Department, of Arkansas. The last-named de¬ 
partment was so far a,way that. Sherman could not, 
communicate with it very readily after starting on 
his spring campaign, and it was therefore soon K-Rfl-Cw 
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a former chapter, were to he simultan< 
the , day to start, when the season s] 
enough advanced, it was hoped, for tb 
in a condition for the troops to march. 

General Sherman at once set him 
preparing for the task which was assi 
accomplish in the spring campaign, 
lay at Huntsville with about twenty-fc 
men, guarding those points of Tennesse 
regarded as most worth holding; Thom 
sixty thousand men of the Army of the 1 
was at Chattanooga; and Schofield, wit’ 
teen thousand men, was at Knoxville, 
three armies, numbering about one hi 
sand men in all, Sherman was to mov 
fixed for the general advance, with a 
stroying Johnston’s army and captur 
He visited each of these commands to 
self as to their condition, and it was j 
speaking generally, good. 

One of the first matters to turn his 
was that of getting, before the time 
starting, an accumulation of supplies 
Chattanooga sufficiently large to warr 
ment. He found, when he got to thai 
the trains over the single-track railroa* 
frequently interrupted for a day or tv 
were only sufficient to meet the daily i 
troops, without bringing forward any 
any kind. He found, h wever. that. 
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everything that could travel, even the troops, to be 
marched, and used the road exclusively for trans¬ 
porting supplies. In this way he was able to ac¬ 
cumulate an abundance before the time finally fixed 
upon for the move, the 4th of May. 

As I have said already, Johnston was at Dalton, 
which was nearly one fourth of the way between 
Chattanooga and Atlanta. The country is moun¬ 
tainous all the way to Atlanta, abounding in moun¬ 
tain streams, some of them of considerable volume. 
Dalton is on ground where water drains toward 
Atlanta and into one of the main streams rising 
northeast from there and flowing southwest—this 
being the general direction which all the main 
streams of that section take, with smaller tributaries 
entering into them. Johnston had been preparing 
himself for this campaign during the entire winter. 
The best positions for defense had been selected all 
the way from Dalton back to Atlanta, and very 
strongly intrenched; so that, as he might be forced 
to fall back from one position, he would have 
another to fall into in his rear. His position at 
Dalton was so very strongly intrenched that no 
doubt he expected, or at least hoped, to hold 
Sherman there and prevent him from getting any 
farther. With a less skilful general, and one dis¬ 
posed to take no risks, I have no doubt that he 
would have succeeded. 

Sherman’s plan was ho start Schofield, who was 

•pfnH-.lhpcit. a. fAW r \avs -in vaupa fiYvm TTnrw- 
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move Mm south from there so as 
into the road running from Chat 
a good distance to the rear of t 
was occupying; but when that 
it was hoped that McPherson 
troops enough to cope with Joh 
should move against him while n 
balance of the army. In this he 
Two of McPherson’s veteran divis 
on the express provision that tl 
furlough. This furlough had n< 
they were not back. 

Then, again, Sherman had lei 
sions under A. J. Smith, the win 
erate with the trans-Mississippi £ 
the express pledge that they si 
time specified, so as to be prej 
campaign. It is hardly necessai 
not returned. That departmen 
sorb troops to no purpose to tl 
TMs left McPherson so weak tl 
plan above indicated had to be 
therefore brought up to Chatta 
from there on a road to the righ 
two coming together about E 
armies were abreast, all ready to 
time. 

Sherman soon found that Dali 
fortified that it was useless to mi 

/IQTH’TT TvTT QOOQril+ • o-i-\ /"J attati 4-/^ 
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sin'Hin had been dammed so that tho valley was <<n 
n lak(‘. Through this gorge (la* troops would have 
to puss. McPherson was therefore sent around hy x , 
Uiu right, to come out hv tho way of Snake < 'rook (: 
(jap info Ilia roar of tin* enemy. This was a. sur¬ 
prise to .lolmsfon, and about tho 1 lith lu* decided to 
abandon his position at I billon. 

On Ilia lath thorn was vary hard fighting about, 
Rasaoa,; hut our cavalry, having boon soul around ( * 
to the right, got near the road in tho enemy’s roar. 
Again .Johnston foil back, our army pursuing. Tho 
pursuit was continued to Kingston, which was 
ranched on tho liMli with very little lighting, ex¬ 
cept that Newton’s division overtook the roar of •{«; 
.Johnston’s army and engaged it. Sherman was j^} 
now obliged to half for the purpose of bringing up v< 
his railroad-trains. lie was depending upon the m 
railroad for all of his supplies, and as, of course, 
the rail mad was wholly dost roved as .Johnston fell 
hack, it, had to be rebuilt. This work was pushed 
forward night, and day, and caused much loss delay 
than most persons would naturally ex poet in a, 
mountainous country when* there were so ninny 
bridges to In* rebuilt. 

The campaign to Atlanta was managed with the 
most consummate skill, tin* enemy being Hanked 
out of uni' position after amdtier all the way tImre. 

It is true this was not accomplished without a. good 
dca,l of fighting- -some of it very bard fighting, 
risinir to tin* dirndl v < if verv itnnorf ant hat ties 
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ished up to the rear of Sherman’s arm; 
pursuit renewed. This pursuit brough 
to the vicinity of AUatoona. This place 
strongly intrenched, and naturally a very 
position. An assault upon it was not tl 
but preparations were made to flank the < 
of it. This was done by sending a h 
around our right, by the way of Dallas 
the rear of the enemy. Before reach: 
however, they found the enemy fortifier 
way, and there resulted hard fighting fc 
week at a place called New Hope Chord 
left our troops also were fortified, and a 
to the enemy as they could get. They i 
ing still farther around to the left towar 
road. This was the ease more partieularl 
cavalry. By the 4th of June Johnston f 
he was being hemmed in so rapidly tha 
off, and Allatoona was left in our posses 
AUatoona, being an important place, ws 
intrenched for occupation by our troops 
vaneing farther, and made a secondary bi 
phes. The railroad was finished up to t 
the intrenehments completed, storehouse! 
for food, and the ai'my got in readiness fo: 
advance. The rains, however, were fallb 
torrents that it was impossible to move tl 
the side roads which they would have to i 
in order to turn Johnston out of his new 
While Sherman’s army lay here, Glen 

"m j ti • i t* • .i-i 
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him. At this Ini ter place our (roups mad)' an as¬ 
sault upon (1))' enemy’s linos at’lor having gut their 
own linos up close (o him, and (ailed, sus(ai1 1 i 
considerable loss. Bui during (lit' progress of (he 
battle Schofield was gaining ground (u (he left ; 
and the cavalry on his lefl won' gaining still more 
toward flit' enemy’s rear. These operations were 
completed by flu' -‘id of duly, when it was found 
that dobnsfon had evacuated the place. He was 
pursued at. once. Sherman had mailt' every prepa¬ 
ration to abandon the railroad, leaving a strong 
guard in his intrenehments. lie had intended, 
moving out with twenty days’ rations and plenty 
of ammunition, to come in on the railroad again at 
the Chattahoochee River, dohnsloii frustrated this 
plan by himself start ing back as above stall'd. This 
time he fell back to the (dintfahoochce. 

About the 5th of duly In 1 was besieged again, 
Sherman getting easy possession of the Chatfahoo- 
cheeliiver both above and below him. The enemy 
was again Hanked out of his posit ion, or so fright¬ 
ened by flanking movements that on the night of 
the 9th lie fell back across tin* river. 

Iloredohnston math' a stand until tin* 17th, when 
Sherman’s old tactics prevailed again and the final 
movement toward Atlanta, began, dohusfon was 
now relieved of the command, and flood superseded 
him. 

Johnston’s laeties in this campaign do not seem 
to have met. with much favor, either in the eyes of 
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Siege of At¬ 
lanta 


Van Horne, 
Army of 
Cumber¬ 
land, II, 112 
et seq. 


R. W. John¬ 
son, W. P. 
1844-49; 
Capt. 5th 
Cav. Aug. 3, 
Brig.-Gen. 
Vols.Oct.ll, 
1861 


W. Q. Gresh¬ 
am, Col. 53d 
IncL Dec. 
1861; Brisr.- 
Gen. Yols. 
Aug. 11, 
1863 


an indication of a change of policy, and 
they would become the aggressors—the v 
our troops wanted. 

For my own part, I think that Johnstor 
were right. Anything that could have l 
the war a year beyond the time that it d 
close would probably have exhausted the 
such an extent that they might then ha 
doned the contest and agreed to a separ 

Atlanta was very strongly intrenched all 
around in a circle about a mile and a half < 
the city. In addition to this, there were i 
intrenehments which had to be taken befo 
siege could be commenced. 

Sure enough, as indicated by the change 
manders, the enemy was about to assume i 
sive. On the 20th he came out and atta 
Army of the Cumberland most furiously, 
corps and Newton’s and Johnson’s divisions 
principal ones engaged in this contest, whi 
more than an hour; but the Confederates \ 
forced to fall back inside their main lir 
losses were quite heavy on both sides. Or 
General Gresham, since our Postmaster 
was very badly wounded. During the nq 
abandoned his outer lines, and our troops 
vanced. The investment had not been reli 
for a moment during the day. 

During the night of the 21st Hood m 
again, passing by our left flank, which wa 
motion to get a position farther in rear of 
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wliai surprise!. While our troops wore advancing e 
they were struck in Hank, and their iln.nk was 
enveloped. .But. they had Become too thorough 
veterans to he thrown into irreparable confusion 
by an unexpected attack when off their guard, and 
soon they were in order and engaging the enemy, 
with the advantage now of knowing where their 
antagonist was. The held of Battle continued t<> 
expand until it. embraeed ahout seven miles of 
ground. Finally, however, ami Before night, the 
enemy was driven back into ilie city. 1 

It; was during this Battle that McPherson, while M ' 
passing from one column to another, was instantly 
Icillod. In his death the army lost, one of its ablest, 
purest, and best generals. 

(la.rra.rd had been sent out with his cavalry to * 
get upon the railroad east of Atlanta, ami to cut it V', 1 
in the direction of Augusta, lie was successful in \ 
this, and returned ahout the time of the buttle. 
.Rousseau had also conic up from Tennessee with a, *; 
small division of cavalry, having crossed the Ten- *j'i 
nossoo River about. I)ecafur ami made a raid into \l 
Alabama. Finally, when hard pressed, he. had come 
in, striking the railroad in rear of Sherman, and 
reported to him about this time. 

The battle of the H2<1 is usually known as the 

* (Jtmoml John A, hojjjuu, ujhui find upon nml vum bn»K«*n by 
whom (Involved tho command of hm } command, ivmarkM: 

tho Army of t ho r lVnm\swo during ‘•Tim tlmjmri! v «»f t'orccr* cun ho 
this badtlo, iu Iuh roporl w out* :»«-on from fbr far! that in tlio 
fofii.I loss in killoil, wounded, tun! rhargn math' by my fun hri^adoH 
missintr at 3521, itiul e.sf iiuuhd tnnirt* Fullm* ntnl Mrr»*\ f hoy (oak J, 
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chap, vii Battle of Atlanta, .although the city die 
into our hands until the 2d of Septenabe 
arations went on, as before, to flank the e 
of his position. The work was tedious, anc 
that had to be maintained were very lo 
troops were gradually worked around to 
until they struck the road between Dec 
Atlanta. These lines were strongly foi 
were those to the north and west of the 
as close up to the enemy’s lines as practic 
order to hold them with the smallest possi 
ber of men, the design being to detach ai: 
move by our right and try to get upon tin 
down south of Atlanta. 

On the 27th the movement by the rig 
r^l fTT commenced. On the 28th the enemy st 
(3) 94 right flank, G-eneral Logan commanding, w 
vigor. Logan intrenched himself hastily 
that means was enabled to resist all assaull 
flict a great deal of damage upon the eneni] 
assaults were continued to the middle of 1 
noon, and resumed once or twice still lat 
day. The enemy’s losses in these unsuccc 
saults were fearful. 

During that evening the enemy in Loga 
withdrew into the town. This now left Sj 
army close up to the Confederate lines, e: 
from a point directly east of the city ar 
the north and west of it for a distance of 
Geo stone- miles; the whole of this line being intrenc 
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prisoners about Andersonvillo. There were |>a.inl*ul 
stories eunvnt a,f (he (into about (ho grout hard¬ 
ships those prisoners had to endure in the way of 
geneml bad treatment, in (lie way in whieh they 
were housed, ami in ( In' way in wliieli I hey worn 
fed. (treat sympathy was felt fold hem; and if was 
(hough( (lud even if (hey eould be (urued loos<‘ upon 
the country it would bo a, great relief to (hem. P>ut 
(1 h> atiempt proved a failure. Me( ( ook, who com¬ 
manded a small brigade, was first reported to have 
been captured; but begot back, having inflicted a. 
good deni of damage upon t he enemy. He hud also 
taken some prisoners; but oneounferingafforward a. 
largely superior force of the enemy, he was obliged, 
to drop his prisoners and get back as best In' could 
with what men he had left. He had lost- several 
hundred men out of his small command. On flic 
4th of August (folouel Adams, commanding n. little 
brigade of about a thousand men, returned report- 
ingKlouenuui and all hut himself as lost. 1 myself 
had heard around h’iehmoud of the capture of 
Ktoneman, and had sent Sherman word, which he 
received. The rumor was confirmed t Imre, also, from 
other sources. A few days after t'olonel Adnms’s 
ret,urn (lolotiel <’apron also got in with a small de¬ 
tachment and continued the report <4 the capture 
of Ktoneman with something less than a, thousand 
men. 

It, seems that Ktoneman, Finding the escape of all 
his force was impossible, hud mnde arrangements 

C/m 1 1m i man » w ol" ( \ k (li VMCtnttC lit* f'OVtd’I't f ilO 
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chap, vn commanding Confedei'ate. In this ra 
much damage was inflicted upon tb 
the destruction of cars, locomotives, ai 
manufactories of military supplies, etc 
Aug. 1864 On the 4th and 5th Sherman endea 
upon the railroad to our right, whe 
Sherman, mo in command, but these attempts f< 

Memoirs, II, 7 

99 et seq. Q enera l Palmer was charged witli ben 
of this failure, to a great extent, by 1 
Sherman and General Schofield; but I 
pared to say this, although a question si 
arisen with Palmer as to whether Schoi 
right to command him. If he did rai 
tion while an action was going on, th 
was exceedingly reprehensible, 
rad. 103 About the same time Wheeler got u 
road north of Resaca and destroyed it 
Dalton. This cut Sherman off from 
tion with the North for several day 
responded to this attack on his lines < 
cation by directing one upon theirs. 
H-nKn p ab Kilpatrick started on the night of 
cSn’y. August to reach the Macon road abou 
He succeeded in doing so, passed ent 
jnne'i34863 the Confederate fines of Atlanta, ar 
xxxvin again in his former position on our let 
(2)858 These little affairs, however, contribu 
little to the grand result. They annoy 
but any damage thus done to a n 
cavahy expedition is soon repaired. 

Sherman made preparations for a rep 


east Point 








CAPTURE OP ATLANTA 


93 


movement on the 25th of August, and on the 1st of 
September was well up toward the railroad twenty 
miles south of Atlanta. Here he found Hardee in¬ 
trenched, ready to meet him. A battle ensued, but 
he was unable to drive Hardee away before night 
set in. Under cover of the night, however, Hardee 
left of his own accord. That night Hood blew up 
his military works, such as he thought would be 
valuable in our hands, and decamped. 

The next morning at daylight General H. W. 
Slocum, who was commanding north of the city, 
moved in and took possession of Atlanta, and noti¬ 
fied Sherman. Sherman then moved deliberately 
back, taking three days to reach the city, and occu¬ 
pied a line extending from Decatur on the left to 
Atlanta in the center, with his troops extending 
out of the city for some distance to the right. 

The campaign had lasted about four months, and 
was one of the most memorable in history. There 
was but little, if anything, in the whole campaign, 
now that it is over, to criticize at all, and nothing 
to criticize severely. It was creditable alike to the 
general who commanded and the army which had 
executed it. Sherman had on this campaign some 
bright, wide-awake division and biigade comman¬ 
ders whose alertness added a host to the efficiency 
of his command. 

The troops now went to work to make them¬ 
selves comfortable and to enjoy a little rest after 
them arduous campaign. The city of Atlanta was 
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chap, vn in the field, if permitted to do so, for trac 
the citizens and getting the money of th 
for articles of but little use to them, and J 
they are made to pay most exorbitant pr 
limited tlie number of these traders to one 
of Ms 'three armies. 

Sherman, The news of Sherman’s success reached 1 

Memoirs, II, 

io9, no instantaneously and set the country all agl< 
was the first great political campaign fo: 
publicans in their canvass of 1864. It was 
later by Sheridan’s campaign in the She 
Valley; and these two campaigns probi 
more effect in settling the election of the i 
November than all the speeches, all the bon 
all the parading with banners and bands 
in the North. 


CHAPTER VIII 

GRAND MOVEMENT OP THE ARMY OP THE POTOMAC — 

CROSSING THE RAPID AN—ENTERING THE WILDER¬ 
NESS—BATTLE OP THE WILDERNESS 

S OON after midnight, May 3d-4tli, the Army chajp.viii 
of the Potomac moved, out from its position 
north of the Rapidan, to start upon that memo- 
rable campaign destined to result in the capture of cam- 
the Confederate capital and the army defending it. pa et &eq‘. 18 
This was not to be accomplished, however, without 
as desperate fighting as the world has ever wit¬ 
nessed ; not to be consummated in a day, a week, a 
month, or a single season. The losses inflicted and 
endured were destined to be severe; but the armies 
now confronting each other had already been in 
deadly conflict for a period of three years, with 
immense losses in killed, by death from sickness, 
captured and wounded; and neither had made any 
real progress toward accomplishing the final end. 

It is true the Confederates had, so far, held their 
capital, and they claimed this to be their sole object. 

But previously they had boldly proclaimed then’ 
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contemplation by the loyal ISTortl 
come near losing their own capit 
occasion. So here was a stand-oi 
now began was destined to result 
to both armies, in a given time, tlx 
suffered; but the carnage was tc 
single year, and to accomplish a 
anticipated or desired at the begin 
"We had to have hard fighting to i 
two armies had been confronting e 
without any decisive result, that 1 
which could whip. 

Ten days’ rations, with a supp 
ammunition, were taken in wag 
were driven with the trains ax 
wanted. Three days’ rations in a< 
sacks, and fifty rounds of cartrid 
on the person of each soldier. 

The country over which the ai 
ate, from the Rapidan to the cross 
River, is rather flat, and is cut by r 
which make their way to the Chess 
crossings of these streams by the ; 
ally made not far above tide-watei 
formed a considerable obstacle to t 
of troops even when the enemy c 
opposition. The country roads ■v 
poor. Most of the country is cove 
forest, in places, like the Wildeme 
Chickahominy, almost impenetra 






CROSSING- THE RA.PIDAN 


infantry and one cavalry corps, commanded respec¬ 
tively by Generals W. S. Hancock, G. K. Warren, 
John Sedgwick, and P. H. Sheridan. The artillery 
was commanded by General Henry J. Hunt. This 
arm was in such abundance that the fourth of it 
could not be used to advantage in such a country 
as we were destined to pass through. The surplus 
was much in the way, taking up, as it did, so much 
of the narrow and bad roads, and consuming so 
much of the forage and other stores brought up by 
the trains. 

The Fifth Corps, General Warren commanding, 
was in advance on the right, and marched directly 
for Germanna Ford, preceded by one division of 


UNION ARMY ON THE RAPID AN, MAY 5, 1S64. 

{Compiled.] 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL U. S. GRANT, Commander-in-Chief. 
Major-General George G. Meade, commanding Army of the 


Potomac. 


First Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Francis 
C. Barlow. 


Maj.-Gen. W. S. Hancock, 
commanding 
Second Army-corps. 


Second Division, 
Brig. -Gen. John 
Gibbon. 


Third Division, 
Maj.-Gen. David 
B. Birney. 


'First Brigade, Col. 
Nelson A. Miles. 
Second Brigade, Col. 
Thomas A. Smyth. 

| Third Brigade, Col. 
Paul Frank. 
Fourth Brigade, CoL 
John R. Brooke. 

' First Brigade, Brig.- 
Gen. Alex. S. Webb. 
Second Brigade, 

< Brig.-Gen. Joshua 
T. Owen. 

Third Brigade, Col. 
Samuel S. Carroll. 
( First Brigade, Brig.- 
I Gen. J. H. H.TT ard. 
1 Second Brigade, 

j Brig.-Gen. Alex. 
I Havs. 
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chap, vm cavalry, tinder General J. H. Wilson. Gen 
wick followed Warren with the Sixth Co: 
manna Ford was nine or ten miles below 
of Lee’s line. Hancock, with the Seco 
moved by another road, farther east, dire 
Ely’s Ford, six miles below Germanna, pr 
Gregg’s division of cavalry, and follow* 
bert'w.°p. artillery. Torbert’s division of cavalry 
lstN-Tsept! north of the Rapidan, for the time, to ] 
Brig^Gen. river and prevent the enemy from cro 
m“i 862 V ' getting into our rear. The cavalry seize 
crossings before daylight, drove the enem; 
guarding them away, and by 6 a.m. had 
toons laid ready for the crossing of th< 
and artillery. This was undoubtedly a s 
Lee. The fact that the movement was i 
proves this. 


First Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Charles 
Griffin. 


f First 1 
Gen 
Ayr< 
* Secon< 
Jaco 
Third! 
Gen. 


Maj.-Gen. G. K. Warren, * 
commanding J 

Fifth Army-corps. 


Second Division, 
Brig.-Gen. John C. 
Robinson. 


f First 
Sam 
axd. 
Seconc 

•! § rig 
Baxi 
Third 
And: 
son. 


Third Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Samuel 
W. Crawford. 


( First 
Wm 
) Third 
I Jose 
f First I 
I Gen. 
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Burnside, with the Ninth Corps, was left back at 
Warrenton, guarding the railroad from Bull Bun 
forward to preserve control of it in case our cross¬ 
ing the Rapidan should be long delayed. He was in¬ 
structed, however, to advance at once on receiving 
notice that the army had crossed; and a despatch 
was sent to him a little after 1 p.m. giving the in¬ 
formation that our crossing had been successful. 

The country was heavily wooded at all the points 




First Division, 
Brig.-Gen. H. G. 
Wright. 


Maj.-Gen. John Sedgwick, 
commanding 
Sixth Army-corps. 


Second Division, 
Brig.-Gen. George 
W. Getty. 


Third Division, 
Brig.-Gen. James 
B. Ricketts. 


' First Brigade, Col. 
Henry W. Brown. 

Second Brigade, CoL 
Emory Upton. 

ThirdBrigade, Brig.- 
Gen. D. A. Russell. 

Fourth Brigade, 
Brig.-Gen. Alex- 
„ ander Staler. 
r First Brigade, Brig.- 
Gen. Frank Whea¬ 
ton. 

Second Brigade, CoL 
^ Lewis A. Grant. 

Third Brigade, Brig.- 
Gen.Tlios. H.Neill. 

Fourth Brigade, 

Brig.-Gen. Henry 
. L. Eustis. 

' First Brigade, Brig.- 
Gen. Wm. H. Mor¬ 
ris. 

Second Brigade, 

Brig.-Gen. T. Sey- 
. mour. 

Artillery Brigade, 
Col. C. H. Tomp¬ 
kins. 


r 


First Division, 
Brig.-Gen. A T. A. 
Torbert. 


r First Brigade, Brig.- 
Gen. G. A. Cnster. 
Second Brigade, CoL 
Thos. C. Devin. 
Reserve Brigade, 
Brig.-Gen. Wesley 
. Merritt. 


Maj.-Gen. F. H. Sheridan, 
commanding 

Cmrolrv fhvrTkCL 


( First Brigade, Brig.- 
Second Division, I Gen. Henry E. Da- 
.n.£i-n Ti J ttSqo .Ttt» 
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of crossing, particularly on the south si< 
river. The battle-field from the crossir 
Eapidan until the final movement from 
derness toward Spottsylvania was of the ss 
aeter. There were some clearings and sir 
within what might be termed the battle-: 
generally the country was covered with 
forest. The roads were narrow and bad. 
conditions were favorable for defensive 0] 
There are two roads, good for that pai 
ginia, running from Orange Court Hou: 
battle-field. The most southerly of these 
known as the Orange Court House Plank ! 


f 


First Division, 
Brig.-Gen. T. G. 
Stevenson. 


Maj.-Gen. A. E. Burnside, 
commanding 
Ninth. Army-corps. 


Second Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Robert 
B. Potter. 

Third Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Orlando 
B. Willcox. 


Fourth Division, 
Brig.-Gen. Edward 
Ferrero. 


I 


Brig.-Gen. Henry J. Hunt, 
commanding Artillery. 


Beserve 

Col. H. S. Burton. 


General Headquarters. 


First 1 
Smni 
Second 
Danie 


First 1 
Zenas 
Second 
Simoi 
First 1 
John 
Second 
Benj. 
First I 
Joshx 
Second 
Henr; 
Proviso 
Col.E 
shall. 


f First I 
J. H. 
Second! 

J. A. 
First B 
Art., 
Robei 
Second 
Horse 
D. R. 
Third I 
L R. H. 


( Provost 
Gen. J 
Volunte 
neers, 
H. W 
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northern one as the Orange Turnpike. There are chap.yj 
also roads from east of the hattle-field running to 
Spottsylvania Court House—one from Chaneellors- 
ville, branching at Aldrich’s; the western branch 
going by Piney Branch Church, Alsop’s, thence by 
the Brock road to Spottsylvania; the east branch 


CONFEDERATE ARMY. 


Organization of tlie Army of Northern Virginia, Commanded "by 
GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE, August 31, 1864. 

First Army-corps: Lieut.-Gen. R. H. Anderson, Commanding. 

' Brig.-Gen. Seth M. Barton T s Brigade, (a) 


Maj.-Gen. Geo. E. Pickett’s 
D ivision. 


M. D. Corse’s 
Eppa Hunton’s 
Wm. R. Terry’s 


^ . t\. . f" Brig.-Gen. G. T. Anderson’s Brigade. 

Maj.-Gen. C. W. Field’s Divi- I Law’s (c) “ 

sion. (b) [ lt John Bratton’s 44 

( Brie.-Gen 

Maj.-Gen. J. B. Kershaw’s Di¬ 
vision. ( d ) 


Brig.-Gen. W. T. Wofford’s Brigade. 
ti G. Humnhrevs’s 


B. G. Humphreys’s 
Goode Bryan’s 
Kershaw’s (Old) 


Second Army-corps: Maj.-Gen. Jubal A. Early, Commanding. 

f Brig.-Gen. H. T. Hays’s Brigade, (e) 
Maj.-Gen. John B. Gordon’s J 44 John Pegram’s “ (/) 

Division. 1 Gordon s (g) 

l Brig.-Gen. R. F. Hoke’s 
f Stonewall Brig. (Brig.-Gen. J. A. Walker). 

Maj.-Gen. Edward Johnson’s j g^g.-Gen. j. m. Jones’s Brigade, (h) 

Division. << Geo. H. Stewart’s 4 * (h) 

t 44 L. A. Stafford’s 44 («) 

( Brig.-Gen. J. Daniel’s Brigade, (i) 

44 S. D. Ramseur’s Brigade. 

“ C. A. Battle’s 44 

“ R. D. Johnston’s 44 (/) 


Note 

(а) Colonel W. R. Aylett was in command August 29th, and probably at 

(б) Inspcctioif report of this division shows that it also contained Ben- 

ning’s and Gregg’s Brigades. 

% SX’two'duty; names not indicated. 

(e) Constituting York’s Brigade. 1 

(H In Ramseur’s Division. _ _ . ,, ._ 
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ouAr.vin gooshy (lull’s, thence «" Spottsylvjini! 

rood runs from Ot'nnaima Ford throng 
field and on to the House. As h 

is approached I In* <*ounf ry is rill up \n i 
roads, some going !>> tin* town din-el 
crossing so as t< > e< mm*et lie- i a n ns will 
there. 

Loo’s headquarters were a! Orange ( 
From there to Frederiokshurg In- had I 
two roads ahove <h-serifed running m 
to the Wilderness. This gu\e him umt- 
for that country, for eoneeiitrating his 
rigid'. These roads strike the road tn> 
Ford in the Wilderness. 
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ENTERING THE WILDERNESS 


As soon as the crossing of the infantry was as- c 
sured, the cavalry pushed forward, Wilson’s divi- x 
sion by Wilderness Tavern to Parker’s Store, on the 
Orange plank road; Gregg to the left toward Chan- 
eellorsville. Warren followed Wilson and reached 
the Wilderness Tavern by noon, took position there, 
and intrenched. Sedgwick followed Warren. He 
was across the river and in camp on the south bank, 
on the right of Warren, by sundown. Hancock, with 
the Second Corps, moved parallel with Warren and 


Artillery Reserve: Brig.-Gen. W. N. Pendleton, Commanding. 


Cabell’s Battalion. 


Haskell’s Battalion. 

Brig.-Gen. 

E. P. 

Alexander’s 

Division . 1 

Huger’s Battalion. 


Gibb’s Battalion. 


Braxton’s Battalion. 


Cutsbaw’s Battalion. 


Brig.-Gen. 

A. L. Carter’s Battalion. 

Long’s Divi¬ 
sion. 

Nelson’s Battalion. 


f Manly’s Battery, 
j First Co. Richmond Howitzers. 
I Carleton’s Battery. 

[ Calloway’s “ 
f Branch’s Battery. 

J Nelson’s u 

1 Garden’s u 

Rowan u 

' Smith’s Battery. 

Moody “ 

Woolf oik “ 

- Parker’s “ 

Taylor’s “ 

Fickling’s “ 

, Martin’s “ 

( Davidson’s Battery. 

■< Dickenson’s “ 

L Otey’s “ 

( Lee Battery. 

J First Maryland Artillery, 
j Stafford “ 

1 Alleghany “ 
f Charlotteville Artillery. 

4 Staunton “ 

[ Courtney “ 

( Morris Artillery. 

J Orange “ 
j Bang William Artillery. 

I Jeff Davis u 

f Amherst Artillery. 
i Mffledge 
t Fluvauna 11 
f Powhatan Artillery. 

I TTATtrlf.TnrC! 
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Ciiap. VIII 
W. B. 

XXXVI (1) 
318 


The wagon- 
trains 


R. TngallB, 
W. V. 1H39- 
43; Mexico. 
1846-47; Mli 
fitair. q. M. 
Jan. 12,1802; 
Brig.-Gen. 
VoIh. May 
28,1868 


camped about six miles east of Mm. 
all tho troops, and by the evening < 
trains of more than four thousand 
safely on the south side of the riv 
There never was a corps hotter o 
was the quartermaster's corps with 
the Potomac in 18(54. With a waj 
would have extended from tho Rap 
mend, stretched along in singlo file an 
tho teams necessarily would bo whe 
could still carry only tliroo days’ for, 
ton to twelve days’ rations, beside; 
ammunition. To ovorcome all diffiei 
quartermaster, General Rufus Ingall 
on each wagon the corps badge wit 
color and the number of tho brigade 
the particular brigade to which any w 
could be told. The wagons were a 
note the contents: if ammunition, wli 
lory or infantry; if forage, whether 
if rations, whether bread, pork, boai 
coffee, or whatever it might be. I 


Ooi,. II. 1,. 
WaijKHjk’s 
PlVIBXON. 


f Bomb’s Batt 
Oufct’s Battalion. 4 Patterson’s 

^ Trwin Artil 


Riohardson’8 Battalion. 


Lewifi Artil 
Donaldson^ 
Norfolk Lij 
Huger 


McIntosh's Battalion. 


{ Johnson's 1 
Hardaway 
Danville 
Second Roc 

( “Pnoriivu Art 
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were never allowed to follow the army or stay in 
camp. As soon as a wagon was empty it would re¬ 
turn to the base of supply for a load of precisely the 
same article that had been taken from it. Empty 
trains were obliged to leave the road free for loaded 
ones. Arriving near the army, they would he parked 
in fields nearest to the brigades they belonged to. 
Issues, except of ammunition, were made at night 
in all cases. By this system the hauling of forage 
for the supply-trains was almost wholly dispensed 
with. They consumed theirs at the depots. 

I left Culpeper Court House after all the troops 
had been put in motion, and passing rapidly to the 
front, crossed the Rapidan in advance of Sedg¬ 
wick’s corps, and established headquarters for the 
afternoon and night in a deserted house near the 
river. 

Orders had been given, long before this move¬ 
ment began, to cut down the baggage of officers and 
men to the lowest point possible. Notwithstanding 
this I saw scattered along the road from Culpeper 
to Germanna Eord wagon-loads of new blankets and 
overcoats, thrown away by the troops to lighten 
their knapsacks—an improvidence I had never wit¬ 
nessed before. 

Lee, while his pickets and signal corps must have 
discovered at a very early hour on the morning of 
the 4th of May that the Army of the Potomac was 
moving, evidently did not learn until about one 
o’clock in the afternoon by what route we would 
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S(mmi to Ih^ui order fo his troops to o< 
tronclnnenis ai Mine Run. 

Iloro iit night despatches worn roee 
ing that Sherman, iiutlor, and (Vo< 
according to programme. 

On dis<*<)v r <MMtho advance of tin 
Potomac, Leo ordered Hill, Fwoli, ai 
each commandingcorps, to move lo t 
tack us, Hill on (he Orange Hank Ro 
to Follow on tho same road, honest r 

time—middle' of tho afternoon. ai 

twin tty or more miles away. Fwel 
by the Orange Pika He was noar b 
some Four miles cast of Mi no Run hoi 
ing for tho night;. 

My orders woro gi von through Ucn 
an airly advnnoo on tho morning of i 
ron was to niovo io Parker’s Store, 
cavalry—thou at Parker’s Store— i 
Craig’s meeting-house. Sedgwick Fot 
closing in on bis rigid. The Army o 
was Facing to the west, though our 
made to the south, oxoopi whon faei 
IIanc.<>ck "was to move soulhwosiwa 
tho loft oF Warren, his loft to roach h 
Church. 

At six o’clock, before reaching 1 ! 
Warren discovered the enemy,, lie s< 
to this effect, and was ordered io hal 
to moot and attack him. Wright, wi 
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on Ms left. TMs was tlie speediest way to reinforce 
Warren, who was confronting the enemy on both 
the Orange plank and turnpike roads. 

Burnside had mowed promptly on the 4th, on re¬ 
ceiving word that the Army of the Potomac had 
safely crossed the Rapidan. By makin g a night- 
march, although some of his troops had to march 
forty miles to reach the river, he was crossing with 
the head of his column early on the morning of the 5th. 

Meade moved his headquarters on to Old Wilder¬ 
ness Tavern, four miles south of the river, as soon 
as it was light enough to see the i*oad. I remained 
to hasten Burnside’s crossing and to put him in posi¬ 
tion. Burnside at this time was not under Meade’s 
command, and was his senior in rank. Getting in¬ 
formation of the proximity of the enemy, I informed 
Meade, and, without waiting to see Burnside, at once 
moved forward my headquarters to where Meade 
was. 

It was my plan then, as it was on all other occa¬ 
sions, to take the initiative whenever the enemy 
could be drawn from his intrenchments, if we 
were not intrenched ourselves. Warren had not 
yet reached the point where he was to halt, when 
he discovered the enemy near by. Neither party 
had any advantage of position. Warren was thei’e- 
fore ordered to attack as soon as he could prepare 
for it. At nine o’clock Hancock was ordered to come 
up to the support of Getty. He himself arrived at 
Getty’s front about noon, but his troops were yet 

* n. /~N i i _ i • } _ n j _ t t i • _ • 
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isolated from Warren and w«.s in a pi 
dition for a, time. Wilson, with his di 
airy, was farther south, and was nut 
rest of I,ho army. At two o’clock Had 
began to arrive, and immediately he w 
join (Jetty ami attack the (nanny. I! 
timber ami narrow roads prevented 1 
ting 1 into position Tor a Hank as promp 
orally did wlam receiving such onl< 
o’clock he again received his orders 1 
(jeneral Hetty received orders from 
minutes later to attack windlan* IIane< 
or not. He met 1 he enemy under Hell 
hundred yards. 

Hancock immediately sent two di 
nianded by Birney and Mott, and 1 
gadcs, Harroll’s and Owen’s, to the sup 
This was timely ami saved (lefty. I>t 
tie Hetty and Parroll were, wounded, 
on the field. One of Binary’s most gi 
commanders— Alexander I lays—was 

I had been at West Point with II 
years, and laid served with him throng 
war, a, portion of the lime in the sa 
He was a most gallant officer, ready to 
mand wherever ordered. With him i 
boys,” not “do” 

Wads wort Ids division and Baxter’s ] 
second division were sent to reinforce 

( PvH.vr • lull, llm 4 1 w* infm* 
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During the afternoon Sheridan sent Gregg’s divi¬ 
sion of cavalry to Todd’s Tavern in search of Wilson. 
This was fortunate. He found Wilson engaged with 
a superior force under General Rosser, supported 
by infantry, and falling back before it. Together 
they were strong enough to turn the tables upon the 
enemy and themselves become aggressive. They 
soon dr*ove the rebel cavalry back beyond Corbin’s 
Bridge. 

Fighting between Hancock and Hill continued 
until night put a close to it. Neither side made 
any special progress. 

After the close of the battle of the 5th of May my 
orders were given for the following morning. We 
knew Longstreet with twelve thousand men was on 
his way to join Hill’s right, near the Brock road, 
and might arrive during the night. I was anxious 
that the rebels should not take the initiative in the 
morning, and therefore ordered Hancock to make 
an assault at 4:30 o’clock. Meade asked to have 
the hour changed to six. Deferring to his wishes 
as far as I was willing, the order was modified and 
five was fixed as the hour to move. 

Hancock had now fully one half of the Army of 
the Potomac. Wadsworth, with his division, which 
had arrived the night before, lay in a line perpen¬ 
dicular to that held by Hill, and to the right of 
Hancock. He was directed to move at the same 
time, and to attack Hill’s left. 

Burnside, who was coming up with two divisions, 
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t hat Leo would not. have made another stand out¬ 
side oi‘ his Richmond defenses. 

<JiI>bon commanded lIan<‘.o<*,k’s loft, and was or- 
th'ri'd to attack, hut was not ahlo to accomplish 
much. 

On the morning of tho (ith Sheridan was sent to 
conned wit h Hancock’s loft, and attack tlio enemy’s 
cavalry, who wore trying to got on our left and rear. 
Ho met, thorn at t he intersection of the Furnace and 
Brock roads and at, Todd’s Tavern, and defeated 
f hem at both places. Later he was attacked, and 
again the enemy was repulsed. 

Hancock hoard the firing hetwoen Sheridan and 
Stuart, and thinking the enemy coming by that 
road, slid further reinforced his position guarding 
tho onfranoo to the Brock road. Another incident 
happened during the day to further induce Hancock 
to weaken his attacking column. Word reached 
him that troops wore semi moving toward him 
from tins direction of Todd’s Tavern, and Brooke’s 
brigade was detached to meet this new enemy; but 
I lie troops approaching proved to ho several hun¬ 
dred convalescents coming from Chancellorsville, 
by the road Hancock bad advanced upon, to join 
t heir respective commands. At (5: 50 a.m., Burnside, 
who hail passed Wilderness Tavern at six o’clock, 
was ordered to solid a division to the support of 
I Inneoek, hut to continue with the remainder of his 
command in the execution of bis.previous order. 
Tho difficulty of making a way through the dense 
forests prevented Burnside from getting up in time 
to he of any service on tho forenoon of the 6th. 

Hancock followed Hill’s retreating forces, in the 
morning, a mile or more. Ho maintained this posi- 
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low, Col. 61st 
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enemy as they could, and to take advantage of any 
attempt to reinforce Hill from that quarter. Burn¬ 
side was ordered, if he should succeed in breaking 
the enemy’s center, to swing around to the left and 
envelop the right of Lee’s army. Hancock was in¬ 
formed of all the movements ordered. 

Burnside had three divisions; but one of them— 
a colored division—was sent to guard the wagon- 
train, and he did not see it again until July. 

Lee was evidently very anxious that there should 
be no battle on his right until Longstreet got up. 
This is evident from the fact that notwithstanding 
the early hour at which I had ordered the assault, 
both for the purpose of being the attacking party 
and to strike before Longstreet got up, Lee was 
ahead in his assault on our right. His purpose was 
evident, but he failed. 

Hancock was ready to advance by the hour 
named, but learning in time that Longstreet was 
moving a part of his corps by the Catharpin road, 
thus threatening his left flank, sent a division of 
infantry, commanded by General Barlow, with all 
his artillery, to cover the approaches by which 
Longstreet .was expected. This disposition was 
made in time to attack as ordered. Hancock moved 
by the left of the Orange Plank Eoad, and Wads¬ 
worth by the right of it. The fighting was desper¬ 
ate for about an hour, when the enemy began to 
break up in great confusion. 

I believed then, and see no reason to change that 
opinion now, that if the country had been such that 
Hancock and his command could have seen the 
confusion and panic in the lines of the enemy, it 
would have been taken advantage of so effectually 
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held by Hancock’s command, swept down the whole 
length of them from left to right. A brigade of the 
enemy was encountered in this move; but it broke 
and disappeared without a contest. 

Firing was continued after this, but with less 
fury. Burnside had not yet been able to get up to 
render any assistance; but it was now only about 
nine in the morning, and he was getting into posi¬ 
tion on Hancock’s right. 

At 4:15 in the afternoon Lee attacked our left. 
His line moved up to within a hundred yards of 
ours and opened a heavy fire. This status was 
maintained for about half an hour. Then a part 
of Mott’s division and Ward’s brigade of Birney’s 
division gave way and retired in disorder. The 
enemy under R. H. Anderson took advantage of 
this and pushed through our line, planting their 
flags on a part of the intrenchments not on fire. 
But owing to the efforts of Hancock them success 
was but temporary. Carroll, of G-ibbon’s division, 
moved at a double-quick with his brigade and drove 
back the enemy, inflicting great loss. Fighting had 
continued from five in the morning sometimes along 
the whole line, at other times only in places. The 
ground fought over had varied in width, but aver¬ 
aged three quarters of a mile. The killed and many 
of the severely wounded of both armies lay within 
this belt, where it was impossible to reach them. 
The woods were set on fire by the bursting shells, 
and the conflagration raged. The wounded who 
had not strength to move themselves were either 
suffocated or burned to death. Finally the fire com¬ 
municated with our breastworks in places. Being 
constructed of wood, they burned with great fury. 
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tion until, along in the afternoon, Longstreet came 
upon him The retreating column of Hill, meeting 
reinforcements that had not yet been engaged, be¬ 
came encouraged and returned with them. They 
were enabled, from the density of the forest, to ap¬ 
proach within a few hundred yards of our advance 
before being discovered. Falling upon a brigade of 
Hancock’s corps thrown to the advance, they swept 
it away almost instantly. The enemy followed up 
his advantage and soon came upon Mott’s division, 
which fell back in great confusion. Hancock made 
dispositions to hold his advanced position, but after 
holding it for a time fell back into the position that' 
he had held in the morning, which was strongly in¬ 
trenched. In this engagement the intrepid Wads¬ 
worth, while trying to rally his men, was mortally 
wounded and fell into the hands of the enemy. 
The enemy followed up, but made no immediate 
attack. 

The Confederate General Jenkins was killed and 
Longstreet seriously wounded in this engagement. 
Longstreet had to leave the field, not to resume 
command for many weeks. His loss was a severe 
one to Lee, and compensated in a great measure for 
the mishap, or misapprehensions, which had fallen 
to our lot during the day. 

After Longstreet’s removal from the field Lee 
took command of his right in person. He was not 
able, however, to rally his men to attack Hancock’s 
position, and withdrew from our front for the pur¬ 
pose of reforming. Hancock sent a brigade to clear 
his front of all remnants that might be left of Long- 
street’s or Hill’s commands. This brigade, having 
been formed at right angles to the intrenchments 
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But the battle still raged, our men firing through 
the flames until it l)e<*ame too hot to remain longer. 

Lee was nowin distress. 11 is men were in confu¬ 
sion, and his personal efforts failed to restore order. 
These facts, however, were learned subsequently, or 
we would have taken advantage of his condition 
and no doubt gained a decisive success, llis troops 
wore withdrawn now ; but I revoked I he order, which 
Iliad given previously to this assault, for Hancock 
to attack, because his troops had exhausted their 
ammunition ami did not have time to replenish 
from the train, which was at some distance. 

Burnside, Sedgwick, and Warren had all kept up 
an assault during all this time; but their efforts had 
no other effect than to prevent the enemy from re¬ 
inforcing his right from the troops in their front. 

Iliad, on the 5th, ordered all the bridges over tin' 
Rapidan to bo taken up, except one at < Jermamm 
Ford. 

The troops on Sedgwick's right had been sent to 
reinforce our left.. This left our right in danger of 
being turned, and us of being cut off from all pres¬ 
ent base of supplies. Sedgwick had refused his 
right and intrenched if for protection against at¬ 
tack. But late in the afternoon of the tith Marly 
came out from his lines in eonsiderahle force ami 
got in upon Sedgwick's right, not withstanding the 
precautions taken, and created considerable confu¬ 
sion. Early captured several hundred pr’iMmers, 
among them two general officers. Tim defense, 
however, was vigorous; and nigh! coming on, the 
enemy was thrown into as much confusion as our 
troops, engaged, were. Marly says in ids' 1 Memoirs" 
that if we had discovered t he confusion in Ids lines 
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or not, tlie moment arms were stacked the men in¬ 
trenched themselves. For this purpose they would 
build up piles of logs or rails if they could be found 
in their front, and dig a ditch, throwing the dirt 
forward on the timber. Thus the digging they did 
counted in making a depression to stand in, and 
increased the elevation in front of them. It was 
wonderful how quickly they could in this way con¬ 
struct defenses of considerable strength. When 
a halt was made with the view of assaulting the 
enemy, dr in his presence, these would be strength¬ 
ened or their positions changed under the direction 
of engineer officers. The second was the use made 
of the telegraph and signal corps. Nothing could 
be more complete than the organization and disci¬ 
pline of this body of brave and intelligent men. In¬ 
sulated wires—insulated so that they would trans¬ 
mit messages in a storm, on the ground or under 
water—were wound upon reels, making about two 
hundred pounds’ weight of wire to each reel. Two 
men and one mule were detailed to each reel. The 
pack-saddle on which this was carried was provided 
with a rack like a sawbuck placed crosswise of the 
saddle, and raised above it so that the reel, with its 
wire, would revolve freely. There was a wagon 
supplied with a telegraph-operator, battery, and 
telegraph instruments for each division, each corps, 
each army, and one for my headquarters. There 
were wagons also loaded with light poles, about the 
size and length of a wall-tent pole, supplied with an 
iron spike in one end, used to hold the wires up when 
laid, so that wagons and artillery would not run 
over them. The mules thus loaded were assigned 
to brigades, and always kept with the co mm and 
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AFTER THE BATTLE— 1 TELEGRAPH AND SIGNAL HER- 
VICE—MOVEMENT BY THE LEFT FLANK 

M ORB desperate lighting has not boon wit¬ 
nessed on this continent than that of the nth 
and (>th of May. Our victory consisted in having 
successfully crossed a formidable stream, almost in 
the face of an enemy, and in getting the army to¬ 
gether as a unit. Wo gained an advantage on tin* 
morning of the (ith which, if if had been followed 
up, must; have proven very decisive. In the evening 
the enemy gained an advantage, but was speedily 
repulsed. As we stood at tho close the two armies 
wore relatively in about the same condition to meet 
each other as when the river divided them. Rut 
the fact of having safely crossed was a victory. 

Our losses in the Wilderness were very severe. 
Those of the Ron federal es must have been even 
more so; but. 1 have no means of speaking with ac¬ 
curacy upon this point. The (lormunna Ford bridge 
was transferred to Ely’s Ford to facilitate the trans¬ 
portation of the wounded to Washington. 

It may be as well In we as elsewhere to state two 
things connected with all movements of the Army 
of the Potomac-. First, in every change of position 
or halt for the night, whether confronting the enemy 
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The signal service was used on the march. The 
men composing this corps were assignod to specified 
commands. When movements were made, they 
would go in advance, or on the flanks, and seize 
upon high points of ground giving a commanding 
view of the country if cleared, or would climb tall 
trees on the highest points if not cloared, and would 
denote, by signals, the positions of different parts of 
our own army, and often the movements of the 
enemy. They would also take off the signals of the 
enemy and transmit them. It would sometimes 
take too long a time to make translations of inter¬ 
cepted despatches for us to receive any benefit from 
them; but sometimes they gave useful information. 

On the afternoon of the 7th I rocoi vod nows from 
Washington announcing that Sherman had prob¬ 
ably attacked Johnston that day, and that Butler 
had reached City Point safely and taken it by sur¬ 
prise on. the 5th. I had given orders for a move¬ 
ment by the left flank, fearing that Lee might movo 
rapidly to Richmond to crush Butler before I could 
got there. 

My order for this movement was as follows: 


llKAIXjlTAKTKRS ARttlKS OE THU 'UNITED STATES, 

May 7, .1864, GUWa.m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Make all preparations during the day for a night-march 
to take position at Rpottsylvania Court House with one 
army-corps, at Todd’s Tavern with one, and another near 
the intersection of the Piney Branch and Spottsylvania 
road with the road from Alsop’s to Old Court TIouso. If 
this move is made the trains should be thrown forward 
early in the morning to the Ny River. 
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chap, xx they were assigned to. The operators were also 
assigned to particular headquarters, and never 
changed except; by special orders. 

The moment the troops were put in position to go 
into camp all the men connected with this branch 
of service would proceed to put up their wires. A 
mule loaded with a coil of wire would be led to the 
roar of the nearest llank of the brigade he belonged 
to, and would be led in a line parallel thereto, while 
one man would hold an end of t lit' wire and uncoil 
it as the nude was led off. When lie had walked 
the length of the wire the whole of it would la* on 
the ground. This would be done in rear of every 
brigade at the same time. The ends of all (he wires 
would then be joined, making a continuous win* in 
the rear of the whole army. Tin* men attached to 
brigades or divisions would all commence at once 
raising the wires with their telegraph-poles. This 
was done by making a loop in the win* and putting 
it over the spike and raising the pole to a perpen¬ 
dicular position. At. intervals the wire would he 
attached to trees, or some other permanent object, 
SO that one polo was sufficient at a place. In the 
absence of such a support two poles would have to 
be used, at intervals, placed at an angle so as to hold 
the wire firm in its place. While this was being 
doxxo the telegraph-wagons would take their posi¬ 
tions near where tin* headquarters they belonged to 
were to he established, and would connect with tin* 
wire. Thus, in a few minutes’longer time than it 
took a mule to walk the length of its coil, tele¬ 
graphic eomnuuueation would he effected between 
all the headquarters of the army. No orders ever 
had to he given to establish the telegraph. 
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I t.h-inV it would be advisable in making the change to 
leave Hancock where he is until Warren passes him. He 
could then follow and become the right of the new line. 
Burnside will move to Piney Branch Church. Sedgwick 
can move along the pike to Chancellorsville and on to his 
destination. Burnside will move on the plank road to the 
intersection of it with the Orange and Fredericksburg plank 
road, then follow Sedgwick to his place of destination. 

All vehicles should be got out of hearing of the enemy 
before the troops move, and then move off quietly. 

It is more than probable that the enemy concentrate for 
a heavy attack on Hancock this afternoon. In case they 
do we must be prepared to resist them, and follow up any 
success we may gain with our whole force. Such a result 
would necessarily modify these instructions. 

All the hospitals should be moved to-day to Chancellors¬ 
ville. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General. 

During the 7th Sheridan had a fight with the 
rebel cavalry at Todd’s Tavern, but routed them, 
thus opening the way for the troops that were to go 
by that route at night. Soon after dark Warren 
withdrew from the front of the enemy, and was soon 
followed by Sedgwick. Warren’s march carried him 
immediately behind the works where Hancock’s 
command lay on the Brock road. With my staff 
and a small escort of cavalry I preceded the troops. 
Meade with his staff accompanied me. The great¬ 
est enthusiasm was manifested by Hancock’s men 
as we passed by. No doubt it was inspired by the 
fact that the movement was south. It indicated to 
them that they had passed through the “ beginning 
of the end ” in the battle just fought. The cheer¬ 
ing was so lusty that the enemy must have taken it 
for a night-attack. At all events, it drew from him 
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ous fusillade iii'■) iil<T\ ami musketry, plainly is 

„ litit u<>t !'• )!, by ii • 

H<1>‘ and 1 !'■ "!'■ 11 1 H' 1 V all*''\\ i' lilt* i } Hissed rmajH- 
t little wav beyond *mr left when the mail 
,1 We looked I ■ I ee, if \S *'* t III* 1, \V hielt fond 
,liui liu*l taken with 111. eavnlry during the 
It .seetinl 1" he the -> i *• 1 1 1 lialul I'Ue, and ae- 
„,^V We look il. We hilll net goltr fill’, ll“W 
wllel, t 'elelie! ( It. < '• ' 111 ' leak, i if litV staff, Wltll 
IStiliet ef the engineer, st1 {.eat i Ug t till t We W l*)'e 

mail that would h-ad in iut" the lines of the 
iv if he, tee, • liellhl he moving, dashed hy at 
ill! gallop ami alt alone. In a few minttles lio 
'tH'il aial reported thai l,*'e inn moving, ami 
the fiuni we were <*n wetihl bring us into his 
in a short di-.tanre. We returneil to the forks 
u , ritint, left a man !e imliente the right road to 
tend of Warren’., eehitun when it should eoum 
uid eoittinued ..nr journey to Todd’s Tavern, 
re we arrive*l after midnight, 
y ohjeet in moving to Spotsylvania was two- 
; first, I did Hot want l.ee to pet hark to h’ieh- 
(l in time to attempt to ermdi Butter before I 
d get there; seeoiid, I wanted jo pet between 
army amt Hudum-nd, if possible; and it not, 
raw hint into the open field. But Be**, by neri- 
t, heat US to Spot! ylvutiiu. Our wagon-trains 
"been ordered easterly «»f the roads the troops 
e to tunreh upon before the movement eom- 
iee<l. Bee iuterpr* , t* , *l l hi* as a semi ret retd <>t xxxv Vw 
Army "f the Botoinae t** Krederieksburg, and so rw ' w7i 
mut'd his government. Aemrdingly he ordered 
igstreet’s eurps now eommamled by Anderson 
o move in tlm morning (the Sth) to Spottsyl- 
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vauia. But the woods being still on fire, Anderson 
could not go into Bivouac, and marched directly on 
to his destination that, night. By this accident Bee 
got possession of Spottsylvania. It is impossible to 
say now wliat would have boon the result if Bee’s 
orders had been obeyed as given ; hut it is certain 
that we would have been in Spotisylvania. and be¬ 
tween him and his capital. My 1 edict is that, thero 
would have been a race between the two armies 
to see which could reach Richmond first, and the 
Ar my of the Potomac- would have had the shorter 
line. Thus twice since crossing tin* Uuphhin we 
came near closing the campaign, so far as buttles 
were concerned, from the Kapidan to the .lames 
River or Richmond. The first- failure was caused by 
our not following Tip tin' success gained over Hill’s 
corps on the morning oft ho 6th, as before described ; 
the second, when tin's caused by that battle drove 
Anderson to make a, march during the night of the 
7th-8th which he was ordered to commence on the 
morning of the 8th. But. accident, often decides the 
fato of battle. 

Sheridan’s cavalry had had considerable lighting 
during the afternoon of the 7th, lasting at Todd’s 
Tavern until after night, with the field his at tin* 
close. lie issued the necessary orders for seizing 
Spottsylvania and holding tin* bridge over the Po 
River, which Leo’s t roops would have to cross to get 
to Spottsylvania,. But Meade changed .Sheridan’s 
orders to Merritt—who was holding the bridge • -on 
his arrival at Todd’s Tavern, and thereby left the 
road free for Anderson when heeame up. Wilson, 
who was ordered to seize trim town, did so with his 
division of cavalry; but, lit' could not hold it against. 
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nfederate corps,which had not been detained 
crossing of the Po, as it would have been but 
unfortunate change in Merritt’s orders. Had 
n permitted to execute the orders Sheridan 
im, he would have been guarding with two 
s of cavalry the bridge over the Po River 
Anderson had to cross, and must have de- 
him long enough to enable Warren to rein- 
Wlson and hold the town, 
erson soon intrenched himself—if, indeed, 
renchments were not already made—imme- 
' across Warren’s front. Warren was not 
of his presence, but probably supposed it 
e cavalry which Merritt had engaged earlier 
day. He assaulted at once, but was repulsed. 
>n organized his men, as they were not pur- 
y the enemy, and made a second attack, this 
ith his whole corps. This time he succeeded 
ring a position immediately in the enemy’s 
where he intrenched. His right and left 
ns—the former Crawford’s, the latter Wads- 
s, now commanded by Cutler—drove the 
back some distance. 

his time my headquarters had been advanced 
ey Branch Church. I was anxious to crush 
son before Lee could get a force to his sup- 
To this end Sedgwick, who was at Piney 
i Church, was ordered to Warren’s support, 
ck, who was at Todd’s Tavern, was notified 
rren’s engagement, and was directed to be in 
ess to come up. Burnside, who was with the 
-trains at Aldrich’s on our extreme left, re- 
the same instructions. Sedgwick was slow 
;ing up for some reason,—probably unavoid- 
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able, because he was never at fault when serious 
work was to be done,— so t hat if was near night 
before the combined forces were ready to attack. 
Even thou all of Sedgwick’s command did not get 
into the engagement. Warren led tin* last assault, 
one division at'a time, and of course it failed. 

"Warren’s difficulty was t wofold. When he received 
an ordor to do anything it would at once occur to 
his mind how all the balance of the army should be 
engaged so as properly to cooperate with him. llis 
ideas wore generally good, but he would forget that, 
the person giving him orders had thought of others 
at the time he had of him. In like manner, when he 
did get ready to execute an order, after giving most 
intelligent instructions to division commanders, he 
would go in with one division, holding the others in 
reserve until he could superintend their movements 
in person also, forgetting that division commanders 
could execute an order without his presence. His 
difficulty was constitutional and beyond fuseonfrol. 


Ho was an officer of superior ability, quirk percep¬ 
tions, and personal courage to accomplish anything 
that could ho done with a small command. 

Loo had ordered Hill’s corps—now commanded by 
Early—to move by the very road we had marched 
upon. This shows that, even early in the morning 
of the 8th Lee had not yet become acquainted with 
my move, hut still thought, that the Army of tin' 
Potomac, had gone to Fredericksburg, indeed, he 
xxxvr ( 2 > informed the authorities at. Richmond that he had 
possession of Hpottsylvania and was thus on my 
flank. Anderson was in possession of Kpoftsyl- 
vania, through no foresight of Leo, however. Marly 
only found that he had been following us when he 
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run against [ lanoook at f l , o<i<Tavern. llisoomitig nur,. 

dotninod Ilanouok from tho buttloriiold o! Spotts) I ■ 
vauiaforthut day ; but ho,in likt'lit*|4 Fairly 
bank and foruod him to mow by nnothor rout a. 

Had 1 ordorod tla* mowmotd for tho nigh! of tho 
7th by my loft flauk t it would havo put Hnuoook in u< *" 
tho fond. It wotdd also havo gi wn us aa hour or 
rnoiv oarhor start. It took all that tinto for Warron 
to got tho hoad of his ouhimn to tho loft of ffanoook 
aft or ho hud got his t roups out of t hair lino uoufrout- 
ing t ho otiomy. This hour, and IlanoookV; onpaotty 
to uso his wholo foroo whou uooossary, would no 
doubt havo onablod him to orush Andorson hoforo 
ho ocmld 1 »o roinfoivod. But tho mowmont nutdo 
was tuotiouL If kopt tho troops in mass against a 
possihlo assault by tho onotuy. Our loft oooupiod 
its iutronohmonts whilo tho two oorps to tho right, 
passod. If an nitnok had boon nutdo by tin* oiiotny 
ho would havo found f ho Kooond (*orps in posit ‘mu, 
fort i Hod, and, prnofioa!ly f tho Fifth and Sixth oorps 
in position as rosorws, until his ontiro front was 
passod. By a lofi think niovomont tho army would 
havo boon sunttorod whilo still passing tho front of 
tho onomy f and hoforo tho oxfromo right hud got 
by it would havo boon wry miioh oxposod, Thou, 
too, 1 had not yot lournod tho spooiul qnalifionf ions 
of tho difforonf oorps ootnmandors. At that liino 
my judgmont was that Warron was tho man I would 
suggost to snooood Moado should anything happon 
to that gallant soldior to tako him from tho fiohh 
As I havo hoforo said* Warron was a, gallant sohiior, 
an abio man ; and ho was hosidos thoroughly imbuod 
with tho solomnlty and importune*** of tho duty ho 
had to porfonm 
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chap. x rptHE Mattapony River is i*<»rm*>(l by the junction 
«f P 8°pSy£ ot> ^bc the Ta, the P<>, and (in' Ny rivers, 
vania ^he htdnje the northernmost of t!ic four. It 
takes its rise about a mile south and a little east of 
the Wilderness Tavern. Tin 1 Po rises southwest of 
the same place, but fart Inn* away. Spot tsyl vania 
is on the ridge dividing these two streams, and 
where they are but a few miles apart. 'Fin' liroek 
road reaches Hpottsylvania. without crossing either 
of these streams. Lee's army, coming up by the 
Oatharpin road, had to cross the Po at Wooden 
Bridge. Warren and Hancock came by tin* liroek 
road. Sedgwick crossed Hie Ny at Patharpin Fur- 
KS™w d< R! uaca Burnside, coming by Aldrich’s to Oates's 
x «m T House, had to cross t he Ny near t In* enemy. He 
found pickets at the bridge 1 ; but they were soon 
driven off by a brigade of Willcox's division, and 
the stream was crossed. This brigade: was furiously 
attacked; but the remainder of t In* division coining 
up, they were enabled to hold their position, and 
soon fortified it. 
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About the time I received the news of this attack, 
word came from Hancock that Early had left his 
front. He had been forced over to the Catharpin 
road, crossing the Po at Corbin’s and again at 
Wooden Bridge. These are the bridges Sheridan 
had given orders to his cavalry to occupy on the 8th, 
while one division should occupy Spottsylvania. 
These movements of the enemy gave me the idea 
that Lee was about to make the attempt to get to, 
or toward, Fredericksburg to cut off my supplies. 
I made arrangements to attack his right and get 
between him and Richmond if he should try to exe¬ 
cute this design. If he had any such intention it 
was abandoned as soon as Burnside was established 
south of the Xy. 

The Po and the Xy are narrow little streams, but 
deep, with abrupt banks, and bordered by heavily 
wooded and marshy bottoms,—at the time we were 
there,—and difficult to cross except where bridged. 
The country about was generally heavily timbered, 
but with occasional clearings. It was a much better 
country to conduct a defensive campaign in than 
an offensive one. 

By noon of the 9th the position of the two armies 
was as follows: Lee occupied a semicircle facing 
north, northwest, and northeast, inclosing the town. 
Anderson was on his left extending to the Po, Ewell 
came next, then Early. Warren occupied our right, 
covering the Brock and other roads converging at 
Spottsylvania; Sedgwick was to his left and Bum- 
side on our extreme left. Hancock was yet back at 
Todd's Tavern, but as soon as it was known that 
Early had left Hancock's front the latter was ordered 
up to Warren’s right. He formed a line with three 
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divisions on the hill overlooking the Po early in the 
afternoon, and was ordered to cross the Po and get, 
on the enemy’s flank. The fourth division, of Han¬ 
cock’s corps, Mott commanding, was left, at Todd’s 
when the corps first came up; but in the afternoon 
it was brought up and placed to the left of Hedg- 
wick’s—now Wright’s—Sixth Oorps. In the morn¬ 
ing General Sedgwick had boon killed near the right 
of his iutronelunonts by rebel sharpshooters. IIis 
loss was a severe one to the Army of the Potomac, 
and to the nation. General 11. G. Wright, succeeded 
him in the command of his corps. 

Hancock was now, 9 r.M. of the !)th of May, across 
the left flank of Lee’s army, but, separated from it., 
and also from the remainder of Meade’s army, by 
the Po River. But for the lateness of the hour ami 
the darkness of the night, he would have attempted to 
cross the river again at, Wooden Bridge, thus bring¬ 
ing himself on the same side with both friend and foe. 

The Po at the points where Hancock’s corps 
crossed runs nearly duo east., dust below his lower 
crossing—the troops crossed at, three points—it, 
turns due south, and after passing under Wooden 
Bridge soon resumes a more easterly direction. 
During the night, this corps built three bridges 
over tho Po; but these were in rear. 

The position assumed by Hancock’s corps forced 
Leo to roinforeo his loft, during tins night.. Accord¬ 
ingly on the morning of the 10th, when Hancock 
renewed his effort to get; over the Po to his front, 
he found himself confronted by some of Marly’s com¬ 
mand, which had boon brought from the extreme 
right of the onomy during tho night. He succeeded 
in effecting a crossing with one brigade, however, 
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but finding the enemy intrenched in Ms front, no 
more were crossed. 

Hancock reeonnoitered Ms front on the morning 
of the 10th, with the view of forcing a crossing if it 
were found that an advantage could be gained. The 
enemy was found strongly intrenched on the high 
ground overlooking the river, and commanding the 
Wooden Bridge with artillery. Anderson’s left 
rested on the Po, where it turns south; therefore 
for Hancock to cross over—although it would bring 
him to the same side of the stream with the rest of 
the army—would still further isolate him from it. 
The stream would have to be crossed twice in the 
face of the enemy to urnte with the main body. 
The idea of crossing was therefore abandoned. 

Lee had weakened the other parts of his line to 
meet tMs movement of Hancock’s, and I determined 
to take advantage of it. Accordingly in the morn¬ 
ing orders were issued for an attack in the after¬ 
noon on the center by Warren’s and Wright’s corps, 
Hancock to command all the attacking force. Two 
of his divisions were brought to the north side of 
the Po. Gibbon was placed to the right of Warren, 
and Birney in his rear as a reserve. Barlow’s divi¬ 
sion was left south of the stream, and Mott, of the 
same corps, was still to the left of Wright’s corps. 
Burnside was ordered to reconnoiter his front in 
force, and, if an opportunity presented, to attack 
with vigor. The enemy, seeing Barlow’s division 
isolated from the rest of the army, came out and 
attacked with fury. Barlow repulsed the assault 
with great slaughter and with considerable loss to 
himself. But the enemy reorganized and renewed 
the assault. Bimey was now moved to the Mgh 
Vol. II.—9 
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ground overlooking the river crossings built by our 
troops, and covered Hie crossings. The second as¬ 
sault was repulsed, again with severe loss to the 
enemy, and Barlow was withdrawn without further 
molestation* (Jeneral T. (J. Stevenson was killed in 
this mow. 

Between the lines, where Warren’s assault was to 
take pla-ee, there was a, ravine grown up with largo 
trees and underbrush, making it almost impene¬ 
trable by man. The slopes on both sides were also 
covered with a. heavy grow!h of timber. Warren, 
before noon, reeonnoitered his front twine, the first 
time with one* and the seeond with two divisions. 
He was repulsed on both occasions, but gained sueh 
information of the ground as to induce him to re¬ 
port recommending the assault. 

Wright also reeonnoitered his front and gained 
a considerably advanced position from the one he 
started from. He thim organized a storming party, 
consisting of twelve regiments, and assigned Holonol 
Rmory Upton, of tin' One Hundred and Twenty- 
first New York Volunteers, to the command of if. 
About four o'clock in f he afternoon f ho assault was 
ordered, Warren’s and Wright’s corps, with Mott’s 
division of Hancock 1 * corps, to move simultane¬ 
ously. The movement was prompt, and in a. few 
minutes the fiercest of st niggles began. The battle¬ 
field was so densely covered with forests that but 
little could be seen, by anyone personas to the 
progress made. Meade and I occupied the host 
position we could get, in roar of Warren. 

Warren was repulsed with heavy loss, (tenoral 
J. 0. Rice being among the killed. He was not fol¬ 
lowed, however, by the enemy, and was thereby on- 
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abled to reorganize Ms command as soon as covered 
from the guns of the enemy. To the left onr suc¬ 
cess was decided, hut the advantage was lost by the 
feeble action of Mott. Upton with his assaulting 
party pushed forward and crossed the enemy’s in- 
trenchments. Turning to the right and left, he 
captured several guns and some hundreds of prison¬ 
ers. Mott was ordered to his assistance, but failed 
utterly. So much time was lost in trying to get up 
the troops which were in the right position to re¬ 
inforce that I ordered Upton to withdraw; but the 
officers and 'men of his command were so averse to 
giving up the advantage they had gained that I 
withdrew the order. To relieve them I ordered a 
renewal of the assault. By this time Hancock, who 
had gone with Birney’s division to relieve Barlow, 
had returned, bringing the division with Mm. His 
corps was now joined with Warren’s and Wright’s 
in this last assault. It was gallantly made, many 
men getting up to, and over, the works of the 
enemy; but they were not able to hold them. At 
night they were withdrawn. Upton brought Ms 
prisoners with him, but the guns he had captured 
he was obliged to abandon. Upton had gained an 
important advantage, but a lack in others of the 
spirit and dash possessed by him lost it to us. Be¬ 
fore leaving Washington I had been authorized to 
promote officers on the field for special acts of gal¬ 
lantry. By this authority I conferred the rank of 
brigadier-general upon Upton on the spot, and this 
act was confirmed by the President. Upton had 
been badly wounded in this fight. 

Burnside on the left had got up to within a few 
hundred yards of Spottsylvania Court House, com- 
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pletely turning Loo’s right. Mo was not* awaro <>i 
the importance of the advantage he had gained, 
and I, being with the troops where the heavy fight,- 
ing was, did not know of it at the time. .He had 
gained his position with but. litlle fighting, and 
almost without loss. Burnside’s position now sep¬ 
arated him widely from Wright’s corps, the corps 
nearest to him. At night he was ordered to join 
on to tin's . This brought him back about a, mile, 
and lost to us an important advantage. I attach no 
blame to Burnside for this, but 1 do to myself for 
not having had a staff-oil'ieer with him to report, to 
me his position. 

The enemy had not dart'd to come out of his line 
at any point to follow up his advantage, except in 
the single instance of his attack on Barlow. Then 
he was twice repulsed with heavy loss, though he 
had an entire corps against, two brigades. Barlow 
took up his bridges in tint presence of this force. 

On the 11th there was no battle and but little 
firing; none except, by Mott, who made a reconnais¬ 
sance to ascertain if there were a weak point in the 
enemy’s lino. 

I wrote the following letter to (leneral llalleek : 

NkAU Se<ITTSVI,VANIA CoI’HT HoCSK, 

May 11, lHf>4, 8 : 80 a.m. 
Major-General Halleck, (thief of Stair of the Army, 
Washington, I), (’.: 

We have now ended the sixth day of very hard fighting. 
The result up to this time is much in our favor. But. 
our losses have been heavy as will as those of t he enemy. 
We have lost to this time eleven general oflieers killed, 
wounded, and missing, and probably twenty thousand 
men. I think the loss of the enemy must, lx* greater—we 



crnriNO hhkuiuan loohk 

g taken over four thousand prisoners in battle, whilst, 
s taken from us but few except, a few stragglers. 1. 
>w sending hack to Belle 1 Main all my wagons fora 
sup|'l v °l provisions and nnmiunitinn, and purpose 
it if oat on this line if it takes ail summer. 

• arrival of reinforeenumts here will he very eneou- 
X 1" the men, atni 1 hope they will he sent as fast, as 
de, and in as great munhers. My object in having 
sent to Belle Plain was to use them as an escort to 
ipply"ti-aius. If it is more convenient to send them 
v train, to march from the railroad to Bello Plain or 
riekshurg, send them so. 

it sat tailed the enemy tire very shaky, anil art 1 only 
tp to the murk b\ the greatest exertions on the part 
it* oftleers, and by keeping them intrenched in every 
oil they take. 

to this time there is no indication of titty portion of 
army being detached for the defense of Richmond. 

U. K. <3KANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 

id, also, I received information, through the 
1 )e] in rt motif, from Uonornl But lor that his 
rv under Kaiity, had cut the railroad south of 
•shurg, separating Beaurogard from Richmond, 
tail whipped Hill, killing, wounding, and cap- 
g ninny; also that he was intrenched and could 
tain himself. On this same day canto news 
Hlteridan to the effect that he had destroyed 
tiles of the railroad and telegraph between Boo 
iiiehmond, one and a half million rations, and 
of the medical stores for his army, 
the Kih I bail directed Sheridan verbally to 
Dost' from the Army of the Potomac and pass 
id the left of Iaa^s army and attack his cavalry 
communications, which was successfully oxo- 
l in the manner I have already described. 
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I N tho rocommissnnco made hy Molt on tin* 11th 
m salient was discovered at t hi* right center. 
I determined that, an assault should he made a,t 
that point. 1 .Accordingly in tho afternoon Han¬ 
cock was ordered to move his command hy tho roar 
of Warren and Wright, under cover of night, to 
Wright’s loft, and there form it for an assault at 
four o’clock tho next morning. Tho night was dark, 
it rained heavily, and tho road was difficult, so that 
it was midnight when he reached the point where 


1 TIkadquautkks Armiks IF S., 
May 11, IK<>4, :i i\m. 

MAJOIi-UKN F.R A b M KA 1 >K, 
Commanding Army of Urn Po¬ 
tomac : 

Move throe division# of tho 
Second Corps by (ho roar of tho 
Fifth and Sixth corps, under 
cover of night, ho an to join tho 
Ninth Cor pH in a, vigorous assault 
on the enemy at 4 o'clock a, ,M. 
to-morrow. I will Mend one or 
two staff-oflicerH over to-night to 
stay with Burnside, and impress 
him with tho importance of a 


prompt and vigorous at tuek. War- 
mil and Wright .should hold their 
eorps ns close to tin* enemy as 
possible,, f o In ke advantage of any 
diversion caused by thin at tack, 
and fo|ii}hli in if any opportunity 
present# itself. 'There in but 
little douht in my mind thut the 
assault last evening would have 
proved entirely hUceeMnful if it 
find commenced one hour earlier 
and hud been heartily entered 
into by Moll's division and the 
Ninth Corps. 

F. S. < Ira NT, 

Lu u({ nan I tinirruL 


VM 
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he was to halt. It took most of the night to get the 
men in position for their advance in the morning. 
The men got but little rest. Burnside was ordered 
to attack 1 on the left of the salient at the same 
hour. I sent two of my staff-officers to impress 
upon him the importance of pushing forward vigor¬ 
ously. Hancock was notified of this. "Warren and 
Wright were ordered to hold themselves in readi¬ 
ness to join in the assault if circumstances made it 
advisable. I occupied a central position most con¬ 
venient for receiving information from all points. 
Hancock put Barlow on his left, in double column, 
and Birney to his right. Mott followed Birney, and 
Gibbon was held in reserve. 

The morning of the 12th opened foggy, delaying 
the start more than half an hour. 

The ground over which Hancock had to pass to 
reach the enemy was ascending and heavily wooded 
to within two or three hundred yards of the enemy’s 
intrenchments. In front of Birney there was also 
a marsh to cross. But notwithstanding all these 


1 Headquarters Armies U. S., 
May 11, 18G4, 4 p.m. 
Major-General A. E. Burnside, 
Commanding Ninth Army-corps: 

Major-General Hancock has 
been ordered to move his corps 
under cover of night to join yon 
in a vigorous attack against 
the enemy at 4 o’clock a.m. to¬ 
morrow. You will move against 
the enemy with your entire force 
promptly and with all possi¬ 
ble vigor at precisely 4 o’clock 
a.m. to-morrow, the 12th inst. 
Let your preparations for this 
attack be conducted with the ut¬ 
most secrecy and veiled entirely 
from the enemy. 


I send two of my staff-officers — 
Colonels Comstock and Babcock, 
in whom I have great confidence, 
and who are acquainted with the 
direction the attack is to be made 
from here — to remain with you 
and General Hancock, with in¬ 
structions to render you every 
assistance in their power. Gen¬ 
erals Warren and Wright will hold 
their corps as close to the enemy 
as possible, to take advantage of 
any diversion caused by yours 
and Hancock’s attack, and will 
push in their whole force if any 
opportunity presents itself. 

U. S. Grant, 

Lieu ten a n t- General . 
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difficulties the troops pushed on in quick lime with¬ 
out firing a gun, and when within four or five hun¬ 
dred yards of the enemy’s line broke out in loud 
cheers, and with a rush went, up to and over the 
breastworks. Barlow and Birney entered almost 
simultaneously. Hero a desperate hand-to-hand 
conflict took place. The men of the t wo sides were 
too close together to tin 1 , but tised their guns as 
clubs. The hand-conflict was soon over. Hancock’s 
corps captured some four thousand prisoners,— 
among them a division and a. brigade commander, 

-—twenty or more guns with their horses, caissons, 
and ammunition, several thousand stand of arms, 
and many colors. Hancock, as soon as the hand- 
to-hand conflict was over, turned the guns of tin' 
enemy against him and advanced inside the rebel 
linos. About six o’clock I ordered Warren’s corps 
to tho support of Hancock’s. Burnside, on the 
left, had. advanced tip oast of the salient to the 
very parapet of the enemy. Hotter, command¬ 
ing one of his divisions, got over, but. was not 
able to remain there. However, he inflicted a 
heavy loss upon tho ('many, but not without loss 
in return. 

This victory was important, and one that Bee 
could not afford to leave us in full possession of. 
He made the most strenuous efforts to regain the 
position he had lost.. Troops were brought up from 
his left and attacked Hancock furiously. Hancock 
was forced to fall hack ; but he did so slowly, with 
his face to the enemy, inflicting on him heavy loss, 
until behind the breastworks he had captured. 
Those he turned, facing them tho other way, and 
continued to hold. Wright, was ordered up to re- 
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inforee Hancock, and arrived by six o’clock. He 
was wounded soon after coming up, but did not re¬ 
linquish the command of bis corps, although the 
fighting lasted until one o’clock the next morning. 
At eight o’clock Warren was ordered up again, but 
was so slow in making his dispositions that his 
orders were frequently repeated, and with emphasis. 
At eleven o’clock I gave Meade written orders to re¬ 
lieve Warren from his command if he failed to move 
promptly. Hancock placed batteiies on high ground 
l 11 fiis rear, which he used against the enemy, filing 
over the heads of his own troops. 

Burnside accomplished but little on our left of a 
positive nature, but negatively a great deal. He 
kept Lee from reinforcing his center from that 
quarter. If the Fifth Corps, or rather if War¬ 
ren, had been as prompt as Wright was with the 
Sixth Corps, better results might have been ob¬ 
tained. 

Lee massed heavily from his left flank on the 
broken point of his line. Five times during the 
day he assaulted furiously, hut without dislodging 
our troops from them new position. His losses 
must have been fearful. Sometimes the belligerents 
would be separated by but a few feet. In one place 
a tree, eighteen inches in diameter, was cut entirely 
down by musket-halls. All the trees between the 
lines were very much cut to pieces by artillery and 
musketry. It was three o’clock next morning be¬ 
fore the fighting ceased. Some of our troops had 
then been twenty hours under fire. In this engage¬ 
ment we did not lose a single organization, not even 
a company. The enemy lost one division with its 
commander, one brigade, and one regiment, with 
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chap, xi heavy losses elsewhere. 1 Our losses were heavy, 
but, as stated, no whole company was captured. 
May is, 1864 At night Lee took a position in rear of his former 
one, and by the following morning he was strongly 
intrenched in it. 

Warren’s corps was now temporarily broken up, 
Cutler’s division sent to Wright, and Griffin’s to 
a. a. Hum- Hancock. Meade ordered his chief of staff, Gfen- 

phreys, \\ - 

Maj^Top.’ era] Humphreys, to remain with Warren and the 
remaining division, and authorized him to give it 
Apr? 28 A 862 ; orders in his name. 

jSy 8,1863 During the day I was passing along the line from 
wing to wing continuously. About the center stood 
a house which proved to be occupied by an old lady 
and her daughter. She showed such unmistakable 
signs of being strongly Union that I stopped. She 
said she had not seen a Union flag for so long a 
time that it did her heart good to look upon it 
again. She said her husband and son, being Union 
men, had had to leave early in the war, and were 
now somewhere in the Union army, if alive. She 
was without food or nearly so, so I ordered rations 
issued to her, and promised to find out, if I could, 
where the husband and son were. 

May, 1864 There was no fighting on the 13th, further than 
a little skirmishing between Mott’s division and the 

1 Headquarters Armies U. S., enemy are obstinate, and seem 
May 12, 1864, 6 :30 p.m. to have found the last ditch. We 
Major-General Halleck, have lost no organizations,—not 

Washington, D. C.: even that of a company,—whilst 

The eighth day of the battle we have destroyed and captured 
closes, leaving between three and one division (Johnson’s), one bri- 
four thousand prisoners in our S ade (Doles’s), and one regiment 
hands for the day’s work, includ- entil *e from the enemy, 
ing two general officers, and over U. S. Grant, 

thirty pieces of artillery. The Lieutenant-General. 
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enemy. I was afraid that Lee might he moving ont, 
and I did not want him to go without my knowing 
it. The indications were that he was moving, hut 
it was found that he was only taking his new position 
hack from the salient that had been captured. Our 
dead were buried this day. Mott’s division was re¬ 
duced to a brigade and assigned to Birney’s division. 

During this day I wrote to Washington recom¬ 
mending Sherman and Meade 1 for promotion to 
the grade of major-general in the regular army; 
Hancock for brigadier-general; Wright, Gibbon, 
and Humphreys to be major-generals of volunteers; 
and Upton and Carroll to be brigadiers. Upton had 
already been named as such, but the appointment 
had to be confirmed by the Senate on the nomina¬ 
tion of the President. 


x SPOTTSYL VANIA COURT HOUSE, 
May 13, 1864. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary 
of War, • 

Washington, D. C. : 

I beg leave to recommend the 
following promotions to be made 
for gallant and distinguished ser¬ 
vices in the last eight days’battles, 
to wit: Brigadier-General II. G. 
Wright and Brigadier-General 
John Gibbon to be major-gener¬ 
als ; Colonel S. S. Carroll, Eighth 
Ohio Volunteers; Colonel E. Up¬ 
ton, One Hundred and Twenty- 
first New York Volunteers ; Colo¬ 
nel William McCandless, Second 
Pennsylvania Reserves, to be 
brigadier-generals. I would also 
recommend Major-General W. S. 
Hancock for brigadier-general in 
the regular army. His services 
and qualifications are eminently 
deserving of this recognition. In 
making these recommendations I 


do not wish the claims of General 
G. M. Dodge for promotion for¬ 
gotten, but recommend his name 
to he sent in at the same time. I 
would also ask to have General 
Wright assigned to the command 
of the Sixth Army-corps. I would 
further ask the confirmation of 
General Humphreys to the rank 
of major-general. 

General Meade has more than 
met my most sanguine expecta¬ 
tions. He and Sherman are the 
fittest officers for large commands 
I have come in contact with. If 
their services can be rewarded by 
promotion to the rank of major- 
generals in the regular army the 
honor would he worthily be¬ 
stowed, and I would feel person¬ 
ally gratified. I would not like 
to see one of these promotions at 
this time without seeing both. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General . 


Chap. XI 


W. R. 

XXXYI (2) 
695 


Ante , II, 131 



140 


PERSONAL MKM01KS OF V. H. GRANT 


Chap. XI 


W. R. 

XXXVI (1) 
54:1 


Ibid. 669 


R. B. Ayres, 
W. P. 1843- 
47; Mexico, 
1847-48; 
Capt. 5t'li 
Art. May 14, 
1861; Britf- 
Gen. VolB. 
Nov. 29,1862 


W. R. 
XXXVI (2) 
771, 803 


Sherman 
to Hnlleok, 
W. R. 
XXXVIII 
(4) 172,178 


The night of the Kith Warren,and Wright were 
moved by the rear to (he left- of Burnside. The 
night was very dark and it rained heavily; (he roads 
were so bad that the troops had to cut trees and eor- 
duroy the road a part of the way to got through. 
It was midnight before they got to the point when' 
they wore to halt, ami daylight, before the. troops 
could be organized to advance to their position in 
lino. They gained their position in line, however, 
without any lighting, except, a, little in Wright’s 
front. Hero Upton had to contend for an eleva¬ 
tion which we wanted and which the enemy was 
not disposed to yield. Upton first, drove the enemy, 
and was then repulsed in turn. Ayres coming to 
his support with his brigade (of Oriflin’s division, 
Warren’s corps), the position was secured and for¬ 
tified. There was no more battle during the 14th. 
This brought our line east of tin* (hurt House and 
running north a,nil south and facing west. 

During the night of the 14th-15th Lee moved to 
cover this new front. This left Hancock without, 
an enemy confronting him. Ho was brought to the 
rear of our now center, ready to be moved in any 
direction he might lie wanted. 

On the Ifith news came from Butler and Averell. 
The former reported (lie capt uro of flu* outer works 
at Drury’s Bluff, on the dames River, and that his 
cavalry had cut the railroad anil telegraph south of 
Richmond on the Danville road ; and the latter, the 
destniction of a depot of supplies at Dublin, West 
Virginia, and the breaking of New River Bridge on 
the Virginia and Tennessee railroad. Tin* next day 
nows came from Sherman and Sheridan. Sherman 
had forced Johnston out of Dalton, Georgia, and 
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whs following him south. Tho report from Khori- ohai\xi 
dun embraced his operations up to his passing tho 
miter defenses of Richmond. The prospect must 
now have been dismal in Richmond. Tim roa<l 
and telegraph won* cut between Mm capital ami R *(n^ Vl 
Loo, Tho roads mid wires were cut in many direc¬ 
tion from tho rebel eupitaL Temporarily thud city 
was out o(T from all eoimnuniention with tho outside 
except by courier. This condition of affairs, how¬ 
ever, whs of hut short duration. 

1 wrote Hnlleek: 

NiMH »S I *( )TTS Y11V A NIA C-OITUT UoiTSW, 

May 1(>, IH(>4, 8 a.m. 

MAJOIl4h*;NUICAh HaIiUKUK, 

Washington* It (\: 

We have* hud live days' almost constant rain without any x ^'vi’ ^ 
prospect yet of its chairing up. The roads have now bo- hoo 
taunt 4 ho impassable that ambulances with wounded men 
can no longer run between here and Fredericksburg. All 
offensive opera! ions necessarily cease until we can have 
twenty four hours of dry weather. The army is in the 
best of spirits* and feels the greatest, confidence, of ultimate 
success, 

♦ * # # # m m 

You can assure the Presided. and Secretary of War that 
the elements alone have suspended hostilities* and that, it 
is in no maimer due to weakness orexhaustion on our part. 

If. S. Grant, 

Tho condition of tho roiulswiiHSUc.il. that nothing 
was done on the 17th. Bui. that night Hancock and xxxvi(i) 
Wright wore to make a night-march hack to their W7,S88 
old positions, and to tnnko an assault at lour o’clock 
in the morning. Loo got troops back in time to 
protect his old lino, so tho assault was unsuccess- 
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fill. Oil this day (ISth) the news was almost as dis¬ 
couraging to us as it had boon t wo days bet ore in 
the rebel capital. As stated above, 1 Ianeoek’s and 
Wrights corps had made an u usueeesslul assault. 
News can to that Si gel had been < 1< d eat ed at New 
Market badly, and was retreating down tin* valley. 
Not two hours before 1 had sent I lie inquiry to 
Halleck whether Sigel could not get to Staunton to 
stop supplies coming from lhere to Lee. 1 asked 
at once that Sigel might bepvlieved and some one 
else put in his place. Hunter’s name was suggested, 
and I heartily approved, further news from Butler 
reported him driven from Drury’s BIulT, hut still in 
possession of the Petersburg road. Banks had boon 
defeated in Louisiana, relieved, and Dauby put in 
his place. This oharnge of commander was not- on 
my suggestion. All this news was very discourag¬ 
ing. All of it must- havo been known hv t he enemy 
before it was by mo. In fact, the good news (for 
the enemy) must have boon known to him at tho 
moment I thought, lie was in despair,and his anguish 
had boon already relieved when we wore enjoying 
his supposed discomfiture. But this was no time for 
repining. I immediately gave orders for a move¬ 
ment by the left (lank on toward Richmond, to 
commence on the night- of the t!Hh. I also asked 
Halleck to secure the cooperation of tin 1 navy in 
changing our base of supplies from Fredericksburg 
to Port Royal, on the Rappahannock. 

Up to this time I bad received no reinforcements, 
except six thousand raw troops under Brigadier- 
(3(moral Robert O. Tyler, just, arrived. They had 
not yet joined their command, Hancock’s corps, but 
were on our right. Thin corps had boon brought to 
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the rear of the center, ready to move in any direc- chap, xi 
tion. Lee, probably suspecting some move on my 
part, and seeing our right entirely abandoned, . 
moved Ewell’s corps about five o’clock in the after- • 
noon, with Early’s as a reserve, to attack us in that 
quarter. Tyler had come up from Fredericksburg, 
and had been halted on the road to the right of our 
line, near hatching’s brigade of 'Warren’s corps. 

Tyler received the attack with his raw troops, and AugasuSi; 
they maintained their position, until reinforced, in a 
manner worthy of veterans. 1863 

Hancock was in a position to reinforce speedily, 
and was the soldier to do it without waiting to 
make dispositions. Birney was thrown to Tyler’s X xxvia) 
right and Crawford to his left, with Glibbon as a 338 
reserve; and Ewell was whirled back speedily and 
with heavy loss. 

"Warren had been ordered to get on Ewell’s flank 
and in his rear, to cut him off from his intreneh- 
ments. But his efforts were so feeble that under 
the cover of night Ewell got back with only the 
loss of a few hundred prisoners, besides his killed 
and wounded. The army being engaged until after 
dark, I rescinded the order for the march by our 
left flank that night. 

As soon as it was discovered that the enemy were 
coming out to attack, I naturally supposed they 
would detach a force to destroy our trains. The 
withdrawal of Hancock from the right uncovered 
one road from Spottsylvania to Fredericksburg over 
which trains drew our supplies. This was guarded 
by a division of colored troops, commanded by Gen- 
eral Ferrero, belonging to Burnside’s corps. Fer- 
rero was therefore promptly notified, and ordered sept.19, uea 
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ow his cavalry pickets out to the south and ho 
red to moot the enemy if he should come; if 
1 to i-etroat, to do so toward Fredericksburg, 
liomy did detach as expected, and captured 
y-five or thirty wagons, which, however, were 
■etakon. 

onsequonco of the disasters that had befallen 
the past few days Lee could be reinforced 
y, and I had no doubt, lie would ho. Beaure- 
lad come up from the south with troops to 
the Confederate capital when it. was in dan- 
Butler being driven back, most of the troops 
be sent to Lee. Hoke was no longer needed 
•th Carolina; and Bigel’s troops having gone 
;o Cedar Creek, whipped, many troops could 
ired from the valley. 

'Wilderness and Hpottsylvania battles oon- 
L me that we had more artillery than could 
>e brought into action at, any one time. It 
ed much of the road in marching, and taxed 
lins in bringing up forage. Artillery is very 
when it can be brought, into action, but it is 
burdensome luxury whore it cannot be used. 
i leaving Spottsylvania, therefore, I sent back 
defenses of Washington over one hundred 
of artillery, with the horses and caissons, 
•elieved the roads over which we were to 
of more than two hundred six-lmrse teams, 
ill left us more artillery than could beadvan- 
isly used. In fact, before reaching the James 
I again reduced the artillery with the army 
J- 

heved that if one corps of the army was ex¬ 
on the road to Richmond, and at a distance 
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i tlio main army, Loo would, endeavor to attack 
exposed corps before reinforcements could come 
in which case tlio main army could follow Lee 
md att ack him before he had time to intrench, 
i issued the following orders: 

Nkau Hi-ottsyi ;vania Court House, Virginia, 

May 18,1864. 

ou-( Jknkkaij Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

More daylight to-morrow morning I propose to draw 
cock ami Burnside from the position they now hold, 
put Burnside to the left of Wright. Wright and 
nsido should then three their way up as close to the 
ny as they can get without a general engagement, or 
i. a general engagement; if the enemy will come out of 
r works to light aud iutronch. Hancock should march 
take up a position as if in support of the two left 
is. To-morrow rigid;, at twelve or one o’clock, he will 
loved southeast with all his force and as much cavalry 
mi he given to him, to get as far toward Richmond on 
line of the Fredericksburg railroad as he can make, 
ting the enemy in whatever force ho can find him. If 
enemy make a general move to meet this, they will he 
iwcd by the other three corps of the army, and attacked, 
ossible, before time is given to intrench, 
uitahlo directions will at once he given for all trains 
surplus artillery to conform to this movement. 

U. S; Grant. 

)n the 20th, Loo showing no signs of coming out 
his lines, orders were renewed for a left-flank 
vomout, to eommonco after night. 
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CHAPTER XT! 


MOVEMENT BY THE ITT”]' FLANK - -BATTLE OF NOUT 11 
ANNA—AN INCIDENT OF THE MARCH MOVINU ON 

MCI IMONB — KOBTII OF THE PAM I INK EV—POSI¬ 
TION OX? THE NATIONAL ARMY 

W E wore now to operate in a different country 
from any avo had before seen in Virginia. 
The roads wore wide and good and the country 
well cultivated. No men wen' seen except, those 
hearing arms, oven the black man having been sent 
away. The country, however, was now to us, and 
we had neither guides nor maps to tell ns whore 
the roads wore or whore tiny led to. Engineer 
and staff officers won' put to (In' dangerous duty 
of supplying the place of both maps and guides. 
By reeonnoitering they were enabled to locate the 
roads in the vicinity of each army-corps. Our 
course was south, and wo took all roads leading in 
that direction which would not separate the army 
too widely. 

Hancock, who had the load, had marched easterly 
toCuiney’s Station on tin 1 'Fredericksburg railroad, 
thence southerly to Bowling (liven and Milford. 
He was at Milford by the night of tin 1 21st. Hero 
he met a detachment, of Pickett’s division coming 
from Richmond to rein force Lee. They were speed- 
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ily driven away and several hundred captured. 
Warren followed on tlio morning of the 21st, and 
reached Gurney’s station that night without moles¬ 
tation. .Burnside and Wright were retained at 
Spottsyl vania to keep up the appearance of an in¬ 
tended assault, and to hold Lee, if possible, while 
Hancock and Warren should get start enough to 
interpose between him and Richmond. 

Lee had now a superb opportunity to take the 
initiative either by attacking Wright and Burnside 
alone, or by following by the Telegraph Road and 
striking Hancock’s and Warren’s corps, or even 
Hancock’s alone, before reinforcements could come 
up. But ho did not avail himself of either oppor¬ 
tunity. He seemed really to he misled as to my 
designs; but moved by his interior line—the Tele¬ 
graph Road—to make sure of keeping between his 
capita,1 and the A nny of the Potomac. He never 
again had such an opportunity of dealing a heavy 
blow. 

The evening of the 21st, Burnside, Ninth Corps, 
moved out, followed by Wright, Sixth Corps. Bum- 
side was to take the Telegraph Road; but finding 
Sta,card’s Ford, oven- the Po, fortified and guarded, 
he turned east to the road taken by Hancock and 
Warron, without; an attempt to dislodge the enemy. 
The night of the 21,st ! had my headquarters near 
the Sixth Corps, at Guiney’s Station, and the 
enemy’s cavalry was between us and Hancock. 
There was a slight attack on Burnside’s and Wright’s 
corps as they moved out of their lines; hut it was 
. easily repulsed. The object, probably, was only to 
make sure that we wore not leaving a force to fol¬ 
low upon the rear of the Confederates. 
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By the morning of' the 22d Burnside and Wright 
were at Gurney’s Station. Hancock’s corps had now 
been marching and light mg coni in iiouslv for several 
days, not having had rest oven at night much of the 
time. They were the re ton i permitted to rest during 
the 22d. But Warren was pushed to 11arris’s Store, 
directly west of Milford, and connected with it by 
a good road, and Burnside’s was send to Now Bethel 
Church. Wright’s corps was still back at Guimvy’s 
Station. 

I issued the following order for the movement of 
the troops the next day: 

New Bktiiku, Vikuinia, 

May 22, 1S04. 

MA JOU-0-KNEUAti MMADE, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Direct corps commanders to hold their troops in readi¬ 
ness to march at 5 a.m. to-morrow. At that hour each 
command will send out cavalry and infantry on all roads 
to their front leading south, and ascertain, if possible, 
where the enemy is. If beyond the South Anna, the, Fifth 
and Sixth corps will march to the forks of the road, where 
one branch leads to Beaver Dam Station, the other to 
Jericho Bridge, then south by roads reaching tin* Anna, as 
near to and east, of Hawkins’s Creek as limy can ho found. 

The Second Corps will move to Chesterfield Ford. The, 
Ninth Corps will bo directed to move at the same time to 
Jericho Bridge. The map only shows two roads for the 
four corps to march upon, hut, no doubt, hv the use of 
plantation roads and pressing in guides, others can he 
found, to give one for each corps. 

The troops will follow then* respective reeonnoitering 
parties. The trains will bo moved at the same time to 
Milford Station. 

Headquarters will follow the Ninth (Arps. 

U. S. Chant, 
lAmfenant-GenemL 
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"Warren’s corps was moved from Harris’s Store to 
Jericho Ford, Wright’s following. Warren arrived 
at the ford early in the afternoon, and by five o’clock 
effected a crossing under the protection of sharp¬ 
shooters. The men had to wade in water up to 
their waists. As soon as enough troops were over 
to guard the ford, pontoons were laid and the artil¬ 
lery and the rest of the troops crossed. The line 
formed was almost perpendicular to the course of 
the river—Crawford on the left, next to the liver, 
Griffin in the center, and Cutler on the right. Lee 
was found intrenched along the front of then- line. 
The whole of Hill’s corps was sent against Warren’s 
right before it had got in position. A brigade of 
Cutler’s division was driven back, the enemy fol¬ 
lowing ; but assistance coming up, the enemy was 
in turn driven back into his trenches.with heavy 
loss in killed and wounded, with about five hun¬ 
dred prisoners left in our hands. By night Wright’s 
corps was up ready to reinforce Warren. 

On the 23d Hancock’s corps was moved to the 
wooden bridge which spans the North Anna River 
just west, of where the Fredericksburg railroad 
crosses. It was near night whon the troops arrived. 
They found the bridge guarded, with troops in¬ 
trenched, on the north side. Hancock sent two 
brigades, Egan’s and Pierce’s, to the right and left, 
and when properly disposed they charged simulta¬ 
neously. The bridge was carried quickly, the enemy 
retreating over it so hastily that many were shoved 
into tho river, and some of them were drowned. 
Several hundred prisoners were captured. The 
hour was so late that Hancock did not cross until 
next morning. 
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Burnside’s corps was moved by a middle road 
running between those described above, and which 
strikes the North Anna at Ox Ford, midway between 
Telegraph Eoad and Jericho Ford. The hour of its 
arrival was too late to cross that night. 

On the 24th Hancock’s corps crossed to the south 
side of the river without opposition, and formed 
line facing nearly west. The railroad in rear* was 
taken possession of and destroyed as far as possible. 
Wright’s corps crossed at Jericho early the same 
day, and took position to the right of Warren’s 
corps, extending south of the Virginia Central rail¬ 
road. This road was torn up for a considerable dis¬ 
tance to the rear (west), the ties burned, and. the 
rails bent and twisted by heating them over the 
burning ties. It was found, however, that Burn¬ 
side’s corps could not cross at Ox Ford. Lee had 
taken a position with his center on the river at this 
point, with the two wings thrown back, his line mak¬ 
ing an acute angle where it overlooked the river. 

Before the exact position of the whole of Lee’s 
line was accurately known I directed Hancock and 
Warren each to send a brigade to Ox Ford by the 
south side of the river. They found the enemy too 
strong to justify a serious attack. A third ford was 
found between Ox Ford and Jerieho. Burnside 
was directed to cross a division over this ford, and 
to send one division to Hancock. Crittenden was 
crossed by this newly discovered ford, and formed 
up the river to connect with Crawford’s left. Pot¬ 
ter joined Hancock by way of the Wooden Bridge. 
Crittenden had a severe engagement with some of 
Hill’s corps on his crossing the river, and lost 
heavily. When joined to Warren’s corps he was 
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no further molested. Burnside still guarded Ox 
Ford from the north side. 

Lee now had his entire army south of the North 
Anna. Our lines covered his front, with the six 
miles separating the two wings guarded, by but a 
single division. To get from one wing to the other 
the river would have to be crossed twice. Lee could 
reinforce any part of his line from all points of it in 
a very short march, or could concentrate the whole 
of it wherever he might choose to assault. We were, 
for the time, practically two armies besieging. 

Lee had been reinforced and was being rein¬ 
forced largely. About this time the very troops 
whose coming I had predicted had arrived or were 
coming in. Pickett with a full division from Rich¬ 
mond was up; Hoke from North Carolina had come 
with a brigade; and Breckinridge was there—in all 
probably not less than fifteen thousand men. But 
he did not attempt to drive us from the field. 

On the 22d or 23d I received despatches from 
Washington saying that Sherman had taken Kings¬ 
ton, crossed the Etowah River, and was advancing 
into Georgia. 

I was seated at the time on the porch of a fine 
plantation house waiting for Burnside’s corps to 
pass. Meade and his staff, besides my own staff, 
were with me. The lady of the house, a Mrs. Tyler, 
and an elderly lady were present. Burnside, seeing 
us, came up on the porch, his big spurs and saber 
rattling as he walked. He touched his hat politely 
to the ladies, and remarked that he supposed they 
had never seen so many “live Yankees” before in 
their lives. The elderly lady spoke up promptly, say¬ 
ing, “ Oh yes, I have; many more.” “ Where ? ” said 
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Burnside. “ hi Richmond.” Prisoners, of course, 
was understood. 

I read my despatch aloud, when if was ihhmm\'<mL 
This threw the younger lady into tears. I found 
the information she had received (and I suppose it, 
was the information generally in circulat ion t hrough 
the South) was that Lee was driving us from the 
State in the- most, demoralized condition, and thah 
in the Southwest our troops were hut little better 
than prisoners of war. Seeing our troops moving 
south was ocular proof f had a part of her informa¬ 
tion was incorrect, and she asked me if my news 
from Sherman was true. I assured her that there 
was no doubt a,bout it. I left a guard to protect the 
house from intrusion until the troops should have 
all passed, and assured her that if her husband was 
in hiding she could bring him in and he should be 
protected also. But. 1 presume he was in the Lon- 
federate army. 

On the 25th I gave orders, through 1 bullock, to 
Hunter, who had relieved Si gel, to move up t he 
Valley of Virginia, cross over tin* Blue Ridge to 
Charlottesville, and go as far as Lynchburg, if pos¬ 
sible, living upon the country and cutting tin* rail¬ 
roads and canal as he went. After doing this he 
could find his way back to his base, or join me. 

On the same day nows was reeeived that Lee 
was tailing back on Richmond. This proved not to 
be true. But. we could do nothing where wo were 
unless Loo would assume tlie offensive. I deter¬ 
mined, therefore, to draw out of our present posi¬ 
tion and make one more effort to gel bet ween him 
and Richmond. I had no expectation now, however, 
of succeeding in this; but 1 did expect to hold him 
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niougli west. l-o onalilo mo to reach the James 
t high ii|>. Sheridan was now again with the 
y ot* the Potomac. 

i I-he'Jdtli 1 inl'onned the government at Wash- 
on of the position of the two armies; of thore- 
fctMmnits the enemy had received; of the move 
iposed to make; 1 and directed that our base of 


uarlkn\s Mills, Virginia, 
May Uti, 1H(M. 

H-(< KNKKAL HaLLKCK, 
Vashington, 1). <k : 

■* point i vo posit ion of tho two 
h is now its follows: lamp’s 
rests on a swamp oast, of the 
uoml and Frederic ksburg 
ami south of tho North 
, his center on Irhci river at- 
ord, and his loth at. Little 
with t bo crossings of Little 
* guarded as far up as wo 
gone. Hancock with Ids 
and ono division of tho 
i (’ovps crossed at. Fhoslor- 
Ford aud <M>vors t.lio right 
of 1 joe's army. < hio <li vision 
> Ninth Harps is on tho north 
of tho Anna at. Ox Ford, 
bridges above a,ml bolow a.t. 
h m*arost. to it. whoro hot.h 
s a, re hold by us, so that. it. 

1 reinforce either wing of 
army with equal fa.oility. 
Fifth and Sixth corps, with 
Itvision of the Ninth <hrps, 
from the south bank of tho 
t from a. short' distn.m*o ahovo 
ord to Little River, n.nd pa.r- 
with ami near to t in' <momy. 

make a direct all nek from 
r wing would cause a. slaugli- 
f our in( ( ii that ovon success 
d not justify. To turn tho 
iy by his right, iKitwo'ii the 
\nnas, is impossihie on ac- 
t of tho swamp upon which 


his right rests. To turn him by 
tho loft loavos Little River, New 
Found River, and South Anna 
Rivor—all of them streams pre¬ 
senting considerable obstacles to 
the movement of our army—to 
bo crossed. I have determined, 
therefore, to turn the enemy’s 
right, by crossing at or near 
Hanover Town. This crosses all 
three streams at. once, and leaves 
us st ill where we can draw sup¬ 
plies. 

During 1 tho last, night, the teams 
and artillery not in position, 
belonging to the right, wing of 
our army, and one division of 
that wing, were quietly with¬ 
drawn to the north bank of the 
river and moved down to the 
roar of the left,. As soon as it 
is dark this division, with most 
of the cavalry, will commence a 
forced march for Hanover Town, 
to some a,ml hold the crossings. 
Tho balance of the right wing 
will withdraw at the same hour, 
ami follow as rapidly as possible. 
The loft, wing will also withdraw 
from the south bank of the river 
to-night and follow in rear of the 
right, wing. 

Fee’s army is really whipped. 
Tho prisoners we now take show 
it,, and the action of liis army 
shows it, unmistakably. A battle 
with them outside of intreneh- 
monts cannot bo had. Our men 
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chap, xn supplies should bo shifted to White House, on the 
Pamunkey. The wagon-train and guards moved 
directly from Port Royal to White House. Sup¬ 
plies moved around by water, guarded by the navy. 
xxxvi( 3 ) Orders had previously boon sent, through Hallook, 
77,188 for Butler to send Smith’s corps to White' House. 
This order was repeated on the 25th, with direc¬ 
tions that they should bo landed on the north side 
of tho Pamunkey, and marched until they joined 
the Army of tho Potomac. 

It was a delicate move to get tho right wing of 
the Army of the Potomac, from its position south 
of the North Anna in the presence of tin' enemy, 
ma. 188 To accomplish it I issued tin' following order: 

Quahuks’s Minns, Viuoinia, 
May 25, 1804. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding A. P.: 

Direct Generals Warren and Wright, to withdraw all 
their teams and artillery not. in position to the north side 
of the river to-morrow. Send that belonging to General 
Wright’s corps as far on the road to Hanover Town as it 


fool that they hnvo gained the 
morale over the enemy, and at¬ 
tack him with conthhmce. I may 
ho mistaken, hut I feel that, 
our huooohh over Heo’w army in 
already annum!. The prompt¬ 
ness and rapidity with which yon 
have forwarded reinforcement* 
has contributed largely to tho 
feeling of confidence umpired in 
our men, and to break down that 
of tho onomy. 

Wo are destroying all the rail* 
we can on the Central and Fred¬ 
ericksburg roads. T want t o leave 
a gap on tho roads north of Rich¬ 
mond so big that to get a single 


track they will have to import 
rail from elsewhere. 

Kven if a crossing is not. effected 
at. Hanover Town, it will proha- 
bly be necessary for us to move 
on down the Pamunkey until a 
crossing w effected. I think it 
advisable, therefore, to change 
our bane of supplies from Port 
Royal to the White House, l 
wish you would direet this change 
at once, and also direct Smith to 
put the railroad* bridge there in 
condition for crossing troops and 
artillery, and leave men to hold it. 

lh H, Ukant, 

L km Uma nU(* tmcral 
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go, ■without attracting attention to the fact. Send with chap, xn 
r right’s best division or division under his ablest com- 
Lder. Have their places filled up in the line so, if pos- 
*, the enemy will not notice their withdrawal. Send 
cavalry to-morrow afternoon, or as much of it as you 
' deem necessary, to watch, and seize if they can, Little- 
in’s Bridge and. Taylor’s Ford, and to remain on one or 
n* side of the river at these points until the infantry and 
dory all pass. As soon as it is dark to-morrow night 
t the division which you withdraw first from Wright’s 
>s to make a forced march to Hanover Town, taking • 
i them no teams to impede their march. At the same 
^ this division starts commence withdrawing all of the 
h and Sixth corps from the south side of the river, and 
ch them for the same place. The two divisions of the 
th Corps not now with Hancock may be moved down 
north bank of the river, where they will be handy to 
port Hancock if necessary, or will be that much on 
r road to follow the Fifth and Sixth corps. Hancock 
aid hold liis command in readiness to follow as soon as 
way is clear for him. To-morrow it will leave noth- 
for him to do, hut as soon as he can he should get all 
teams and spare artillery on the road or roads which 
will have to take. As soon as the troops reach Han- 
r Town tiny should get possession of all the crossings 
f can in that neighborhood. I think it would be well 
nako a heavy cavalry demonstration on the enemy’s 
to-morrow afternoon, also. 

IT. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Wilson’s division of cavalry was brought up from 
left and moved by our right south to Little 
rer. Here he xnanceuvered to give the impression 
t wo were going to attack the left flank of Lee’s 

ay. 

Tnder cover of night our right wing was with- 
iwn to the north side of the river, Lee being com- 
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plotely deceived by Wilson’s feint. On theafternoon 
of the 2(itli Sheridan moved, sending Gregg’s and 
Tolbert’s cavalry to Taylor’s a,ml Hittlepage’s fords 
toward Hanover. As soon as it was dark both divi¬ 
sions moved quietly to Hanover ferry, leaving small 
guards behind to keep up tin 1 impression that cross¬ 
ings were to bo attempted in the morning. Sheri¬ 
dan was followed by a division of infantry under 
General Russell. On the morning of the 27th the 
crossing was effected with but little loss, I he enemy 
losing thirty or forty, taken prisoners. Thus a posi¬ 
tion was secured south of (In' Pamunkey. 

Russell stopped at the crossing while t he cavalry 
pushed on to Hanover Town. Here Barringer's, 
formerly Gordon’s, brigade of rebel cavalry was 
encountered, but it was speedily driven away. 

Warren’s and Wright's corps were moved by the 
rear of Burnside’s and Hancock’s corps. When out 
of the way these latter corps followed, leaving pick¬ 
ets confronting the enemy. Wilson’s cavalry fol¬ 
lowed last, watching all the fords until everything 
had recrossed; then, taking up the pontoons and 
destroying other bridges, became t he rear guard. 

Two roads were traversed by tho troops in this 
move. The one nearest to and north of the North 
Anna and Pam unkey. was taken by Wright, fol¬ 
lowed by Hancock. Warren, followed by Burnside, 
moved by a road farther north, and longer. The 
trains moved by a road still fail her north, anil had 
to travel a still greater distance. All the t roops that 
bad crossed tin'. Pamunkey on t he morning of f he 
27t,h remained quiet during the rest of the day, 
while the troops north of that- stream marched to 
reach the crossing that bad been secured for them. 
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Lee had evidently been deceived by our move- chap, xn 
ment from North Anna; for on the morning of the 
27th he telegraphed to Richmond: “ Enemy crossed 
to north side, and cavalry and infantry crossed at 4 %™% 
Hanover Town.” The troops that had then crossed 886 
left his front the night of the 25th. 

The country we were now in was a difficult one 
to move troops over. The streams were numerous, 
deep and sluggish, sometimes spreading out into 
swamps grown up with impenetrable growths of 
trees and underbrush. The banks were generally 
low and marshy, making the streams difficult to ap¬ 
proach except where there were roads and bridges. 

Hanover Town is about twenty miles from Rich- Topography 
mond. There are two roads leading there; the most 
direct and shortest one crossing the Chickahominy 
at Meadow Bridge, near the Virginia Central rail¬ 
road, the second going by New and Old Cold Har¬ 
bor. A few miles out from Hanover Town there 
is a third road by way of Mechanicsville to Rich¬ 
mond. New Cold Harbor was important to us be¬ 
cause while there we both covered the roads back to 
White House (where our supplies came from), and 
the roads southeast over which we would have to 
pass to get to the James River below the Richmond 
defenses. 

On the morning of the 28th the army made an ^ 

early start, and by noon all had crossed except 343> 543 > 913 
Burnside’s corps. This was left on the north side 
temporarily to guard the large wagon-train. A line 
was at once formed extending south from the river, 

Wright’s corps on the right, Hancock’s in the center, 
and Warren’s on the left, ready to meet the enemy 
if he should come. 
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chap, xii At the same time Sheridan was directed to recon- 
xxxvr ( 3 , noiter toward Mechanicsville to find Lee’s position. 

273 At Hawes’s Shop, just where the middle road leaves 
the direct road to Bichmond, he encountered the 
' Confederate cavalry dismounted and partially in¬ 
trenched. Gregg attacked with his division, hut 
xxxvi a) was unable to move the enemy. In the evening 
821,654 (j us ter came up with a brigade. The attack was 
now renewed, the cavalry dismounting and charg¬ 
ing as infantry. This time the assault was success¬ 
ful, both sides losing a considerable number of men. 
But our troops had to bury the dead, and found 
that more Confederate than Union soldiers had been 
killed. The position was easily held, because our 
infantry was near. 

ibia. 3 «,Ms, Q n the 29th a reconnaissance was made in force, 
to find the position of Lee. Wright’s corps pushed 
to Hanover Court House. Hancock’s corps pushed 
toward Totopotomoy Creek; Warren’s corps to the 
left on the Shady Grove Church road; whilo Burn¬ 
side was held in reserve. Our advance was pushed 
forward three miles on the left with but little fight¬ 
ing. There was now an appearance of a move¬ 
ment past our left flank, and Sheridan was sent to 
meet it. 

May, 1864 On the 30th Hancock moved to the Totopoto¬ 
moy, where he found the enemy strongly fortified. 
Wright was moved to the right of Hancock’s corps, 
and Burnside was brought forward and crossed, 
taking position to the left of Hancock. Warren 
moved up near Huntley Corners on the Shady Grove 
Church road. There was some skirmishing along 
the center, and in the evening Early attacked War¬ 
ren with some vigor, driving him back at first, and 
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threatening to turn our left flank. As the best 
means of reinforcing the left, Hancock was ordered 
to attack in bis front. He carried and held the 
rifle-pits. While this was going on Warren got his 
men up, repulsed Early, and drove him more than 
a mile. 

On this day I wrote to Halleek ordering all the 
pontoons in Washington to be sent to City Point. 
In the evening news was received of the arrival of 
Smith with his corps at White House. I notified 
Meade, in writing, as follows: 

Near Hawes’s Shop, Virginia, 

6: 40 p.m., May 30, 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding A. P.: 

General Smith will debark bis force at the White House 
to-night and start np the south bank of the Pamunkey at 
an early hour, probably at 3 a.m. in the morning. It is 
not improbable that the enemy, being aware of Smith’s 
movement, will ho feeling to get on our left flank for the 
purpose of cutting him off, or by a dash to crush him and 
got back before wo are aware of it. Sheridan ought to 
be notified to watch the enemy’s movements well out 
toward Cold Harbor, and also on the Mechanicsville 
road. Wright should be got well massed on Hancock’s 
right, so that, if it becomes necessary, he can take the place 
of the latter readily whilst troops are being thrown east 
of the Totopotomoy if neeessary. 

I want Sheridan to send a, cavalry force of at least half 
a brigade, if not a whole brigade, at 5 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, to communicate with Smith and to return with him. 
I will send orders for Smith by the messenger you send to 
Sheridan with his orders. 

U. S. Grant. 

I also notified Smith of liis danger and the pre¬ 
cautions that would be taken to protect him. 
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POSITION op Till-! NATIONAL \UMY 

Tha ni^ht of 1 ho d()i h Lao's posit ion was substan • 
tiaily from AI Iaa’s Station on I ho Virginia < % *n t rn I 
railroad soulh an<l aasf fo t ho vicinity of Told liar 
bor. ( hirs was; Tha loft of Warnnfs corps was on 
tha Sinnly (Jrova road, ax landing to tha Alonhauh^ 
villa road and about Suva niilas south of tlia Toto 
potomoy ; Burnsida to his riiddjlian Hancock, and 
Wright on tha axlmnia ri^'hL extending toward 
Hanovar (durt i louse, six niilas soul haast of it. 
Sharidan with two divisions of aavalry was watch 
inborn* laid front toward <»t<i Harbor. Wilson with 
his division on our riachf was soul tn t t»vj on tin* Vir¬ 
ginia CVutral railroad and destroy it as far baak 
us possible. I la «*nt possassion of 1 Ianover ( durt 
House tha next day aftar a skinnish wit It Youngs 
aavalry brigade. The anaiuy attaakad Sheridan's 
pickets, but rainldreemenfs wara sant up and tha 
attack was spaadily repulsed, and tha enemy fol¬ 
lowed soma distanee toward Hold Harbor. 
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O N the 31st. Bheridan advanced to near Old 
Cold Harbor. He found it intrenched and 
occupied by cavalry and infantry. A hard fight 
ensued, but the place was carried. The enemy well 
knew the importance of Cold .Harbor to us, and 
seemed determined that, we should not hold if. He 
returned with such a large force that Sheridan was 
about, withdrawing without making any effort to 
hold it against such odds; but about, the time he 
commenced the evacuation he received orders to 
hold the place at, all hazards until reinforcements 
could be sent to him. He speedily fumed the rebel 
works to face against them and placed his men in 
position for defense. Night came on Indore the 
enemy was ready for assault. 

"Wright’s corps was ordered early in the evening 
to march directly to Cold Harbor, passing by the 
rear of the army. It was expected to arrive by 
daylight or before; but the night was dark and the 
distance great, so that, if was nine o’clock the 1st 
of Juno before it reached its destination. Before 
the arrival of Wright the enemy hud made two as- 
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saults on. Sheridan, both of which were repulsed 
with heavy loss to the enemy. Wright’s corps com¬ 
ing up, there was no further assault on Cold Harbor. 

Smith, who was coming up from White House, 
was also directed to march directly to Cold Har¬ 
bor, and was expected early on. the morning of the 
1st of June; but by some blunder the order which 
reached Smith directed him to New Castle instead of 
Cold Harbor. Through this blunder Smith did not 
reach his destination until three o’clock in the after¬ 
noon, and then with tired and worn-out men from 
their long and dusty march.. He landed twelve 
thousand five hundred men from Butler’s command, 
but a division was left at White House temporarily 
and many men had fallen out of ranks in their long 
march. 

Before the removal of Wright’s corps from our 
right, after dark on the 31st, the two lines, Federal 
and Confederate, were so close together at that point 
that either side could detect directly any movement 
made by the other. Finding at daylight that Wright 
had left his front, Lee evidently divined that he had 
gone to our left. At all events, soon after light on 
the 1st of June, Anderson, who commanded the 
corps on Lee’s left, was seen moving along War¬ 
ren’s front. Warren was ordered to attack him 
vigorously in flank, while Wright was directed to 
move out and get on his front. Warren fired his 
artillery at the enemy, but lost so much time in 
making ready that the enemy got by; and at three 
o’clock he reported the enemy was strongly in¬ 
trenched in his front, and, besides, his lines were so 
long that he had no mass of troops to move with. 
He seemed to have forgotten that lines in rear of 
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an army hold themselves while their defenders are 
fighting in their front. Wright reeonnoitered some 
distance to his front; hut the enemy, finding Old 
Cold Harhor already taken, hud hatted and fortified 
somo distance west.. 

By six o’clock in Ihe afternoon Wright and Smith 
were ready to make an assault. In trout of hoth 
the ground was clear for several hundred yards, 
and then became wooded. Both charged across 
this open space and into 1 he wood, capturing and 
holding the first, line of rifle-pits of the enemy, and 
also capturing seven or eight hundred prisoners. 

While this was going on the enemy charged 
Warren three separate times with vigor, hut was 
repulsed each time with loss. There was no officer 
more capable, nor one more' prompt in aiding, than 
Warren when the enemy forced him to it. Tjhore 
was also an attack upon Hancock’s and Burnside’s 
corps at the same time; but it was feeble and prob¬ 
ably only intended to relieve Anderson, who was 
being pressed by Wright and Smith. 

I hiring the night, the enemy made frequent at¬ 
tacks with the view of dispossessing us of f he impor¬ 
tant position we had gained, but without effecting 
his object. 

Hancock was moved from his place in line dur¬ 
ing the night, and ordered to the left of Wright. I 
expected to take flu* offensive on flu* morning of 
the 2d, but. the night, was so dark, the heat and dust 
so excessive, and the roads so intricate and hard 
to keep, that the head of the column only reached 
Old Cold Harbor at six o’clock, but was in position 
at 7: 30 a.m. Preparat ions were made for an attack 
in the afternoon, but it did not take place until the 
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next morning. Warren’s corps was moved to the 
left to connect with Smith; Hancock’s corps was got 
into position to the left of Wright’s; and Burnside 
was moved to Bethesda Church in reserve. While 
Warren and Burnside were making these changes 
the enemy came out several times and attacked 
them, capturing several hundred prisoners. The 
attacks were repulsed, but not followed up as they 
should have been. I was so annoyed at this that 
I directed Meade to instruct his corps commanders 
that they should seize all such opportunities when 
they occurred, and not wait for orders, all of our 
manoeuvers being made for the very purpose of 
getting the enemy out of his cover. 

On this day Wilson returned from his raid upon 
the Virginia Central railroad, having damaged it 
considerably. But, like ourselves, the rebels had be¬ 
come experts in repairing such damage. Sherman, 
in his Memoirs, relates an anecdote of his campaign 
to Atlanta that well illustrates this point. The 
rebel cavalry, lurking in his rear to burn bridges 
and obstruct his communications, had become so 
disgusted at hearing trains go whistling by within 
a few hours after a bridge had been burned that 
they proposed to try blowing up some of the tun¬ 
nels. One of them said, “ No use, boys; old Sher¬ 
man carries duplicate tunnels with him, and will re¬ 
place them as fast as you can blow them up; better 
save your powder.” 

Sheridan was engaged reconnoitering the banks 
of the Chickahominy, to find crossings and the con¬ 
dition of the roads. He reported favorably. 

During the night Lee moved his left up to make 
his line correspond to ours. His lines extended 
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now from (ho Totopofonmy to New Hold Harbor- 
mine from I >ot hesda ( Imreh by Old i bid Harbor 
to (ho Hhickahoittiny, with a division of cavalry 
guarding our right. An assault was ordered for 
the bd, to bo made mainly I»\ t he e< >rps of Hancock, 
Wright, and Smith; but Warren and Burnside were 
to support it by f hivutoning I *ee\-. left, and jo attack 
with great oiMTeOne* either if ho should reinforce 
more threatened point - by draw mg fnan (hat quar¬ 
ter, or if a favorable opportunity Hamid present 
itself. 1 

The corps commanded were to select tI k* points 
in their respective fronts where they would make 
their assaults. The uio\ »* was to commence at half- 
past four in fhe morning. Ifaneock sent Barlow 
and Hibhou forward at the appointed hour, with 
Birncy as a reserve. Barlow pushed forward with 
groat vigor, under a hea\\ fire of both art tilery 
and musketry, through thickets ami swamps. Not¬ 
withstanding all the resist a net* of the enemy and 
the natural obstructions to n\ejvome, he curried a 
position occupied by the eiieim outside their main 
line, where the mad makes a deep eul through a 
bank, affording as good a shelter for troops as if it 
had been made for that purpose. Three pieees of 
artillery had been eaptmvd here, and several hun¬ 
dred prisoners. The guns were immediately turned 
against t he men w in * had just been nbug t hem. No 
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assistance coming to him, he (Barlow) intrenched 
under fire and continued to hold his place. Gibbon 
was not so fortunate in his front. He found the 
ground over which he had to pass cut up with deep 
ravines, and a morass difficult to cross. But his 
men struggled on until some of them got up to the 
very parapet covering the enemy. Gibbon gained 
ground much nearer the enemy than that which he 
left, and here he intrenched and held fast. 

Wright’s corps, moving in two fines, captured the 
outer rifle-pits in its front, but accomplished noth¬ 
ing more. Smith’s corps also gained the outer rifle- 
pits in its front. The ground over which this corps 
(Eighteenth) had to move was the most exposed of 
any over which charges were made. An open plain 
intervened between the contending forces at this 
point, which was exposed both to a direct and a 
cross fire. Smith, however, finding a ravine run¬ 
ning toward his front, sufficiently deep to protect 
men in it from cross-fire, and somewhat from a 
direct fire, put Martindale’s division in it, and, with 
Brooks supporting him on the left and Devens on 
the right, succeeded in gaining the outer—probably 
picket—rifle-pits. Warren and Burnside also ad¬ 
vanced and gained ground—which brought the 
whole army on one line. 

This assault cost us heavily, and probably with¬ 
out benefit to compensate; but the enemy was not 
cheered by the occurrence sufficiently to induce him 
to take the offensive. In fact, nowhere after the 
battle of the Wilderness did Lee show any disposi¬ 
tion to leave his defenses far behind him. 

Fighting was substantially over by half-past seven 
in the morning. At eleven o’clock I started to visit 
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CHAP.xni all the corps commanders fo sen for myself the dif¬ 
ferent positions gained, and to get their opinion of 
the practicability of doing anything more in then- 
respective fronts. 

Hancock gave the opinion that in his front the 
enemy was too strong to main* any further assault 
promise success. Wright thought he could gain 
the lines of the enemy, hut it would require the co¬ 
operation of Hancock’s and Smith’s corps. ►Smith 
thought a lodgment possible, hut was not sanguine. 
Burnside thought something could he done in his 
front, hut Warren differed. 1 concluded, therefore, 
to make no more assaults, and a lit(It* after twelve 
directed in the following letter that all offensive 
action should cease. 

Conn Harbor, dune If, 1H(>4, li> : ;to [>.m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding A. P.: 

^ w.k. ^ The opinion of corps commanders not being sanguine 
sag of success in ease an assault, is ordered, you may direct, a 
suspension of further advance for tIn* present. Hold our 
most advanced positions and strengthen them. Whilst on 
the defensive our line may be contracted from the right 
if practicable. Reconnaissances should he made in front; 
of every corps, and advances made to advantageous posi¬ 
tions by regular approaches. To aid the expedition under 
General Hunter it is necessary that we should detain all 
the army now with Lee. until the former gets well on his 
way to Lynchburg. To do this effectually it will he better 
to keep the enemy out of the. inirenrhments of Richmond 
than to have them go back there. 

Wright and Hancock should he ready to assault in ease 
the enemy should break through General Smith’s lines, and 
all should be ready to resist an assault. 

P. S. Grant, 
I/mitnutnt-Unu'ml. 






CORRESPONDENCE WITH LEE 


169 


he remainder of the day was spent in strength- 
ig the line we now held. By night we were as 
ng against Lee as he was against ns. 

Tiring the night the enemy quitted our right 
it, abandoning some of his wounded, and with- 
burying his dead. These we were able to care 
But there were many dead and wounded men 
veen the lines of the contending forces, which 
e now close together, who could not be cared 
without a cessation of hostilities, 
o I wrote the following: 


Cold Harbor, Virginia, 
June 5, 1864. 

eral R. E. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate Army: 
is reported to me that there are wounded men, prob- 
of both armies, now lying exposed and suffering be- 
m the lines occupied respectively by the two armies, 
nanity would dictate that some provision should be 
t e to provide against such hardships. I would propose, 
efore, that hereafter, when no battle is raging, either 
y be authorized to send to any point between the 
:ets or skirmish-lines unarmed men bearing litters to 
up their dead or wounded, without being fired upon 
;he other party. Any other method, equally fair to 
l parties, you may propose for meeting the end desired 
be accepted by me. 

U. S. Grant, 
lieutenant - General. 


iee replied that he feared such an arrange- 
it would lead to misunderstanding, and pro- 
ed that in future, when either party wished 
remove their dead and wounded, a flag of 
>e be sent. I answered this immediately by 
mg: 
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Cold Harbor, Virginia, 

dune (>, 18(>4. 

General R. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Northern Virginia.: 

Your communion.!ion of yesterday's date is received. I 
will send immediately, as you propose, to eolleet tho dead 
and wounded between the lines of the two armies, and 
will also instruet that you bo allowed to do the same*. I 
propose that the time for doing this be between the hours 
of 12 M. and 2 R.iu. to-day. I will direct all parties going 
out to boar a. while (lag, and not to at tempt to go beyond 
where W( i . have (haul or wamnded, and not beyond or on 
ground occupied by your troops. 

V. H. Grant, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Loo’s response was fhal 1 could not consent to 
tlio burial of the dead and removal of the wounded 
in the way I proposed, but- when either party desired 
such permission it, should bo asked for by (lag of 
trueo; and lie had directed that any parties I might 
have sent out, us mentioned in my letter, bo turned 
back. 1 answered: 


Gone Harbor, Virginia, 

dune (>, 18(14. 

General It. E. Lee, 

(Commanding Army Northern Virginia : 

The knowdedge that, wounded men'are now suffering 
from want of attention, between the two armies, compels 
mo t,o ask a. suspension of host ilit ies for sufficient I hue to 
collect them in -say two hours. Permit me* to say that 
the hours you may fix upon for this wall la* agreeable to 
me, and tin* same privilege will be extended to such parties 
as you may wish to send out on the same duty without 
further application. 

11 K. Grant, 

Lieu feu a n t- (h>n era L 
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Loo acc.odod i.o this; but delays in transmitting nur.xur 
the correspondence brought, it. to (ho 7th of .Juno xxxvi'iii) 
—forty-eight; hours aft.oir if eommeneed---before " 8U 
parties wore got out t.o o.olloot tho men left. upon 
the hold. In tho moan timo all but two of tho 
woundod had died. And I wrote to Loo: 


Cou> 1 l.uusoie, Vikoinia, 

Juno 7, lS(iJ, 10;;(() a.m. 

(jrENKKAI. R. K. LlCB, 

Commanding Army of Norlhoni Virginia: 

I regret that, your note of 7 e.M. vest onlay should have ibid. ««e 
been reoeivod at. tho nearest corps headquarters, |o where 
it was delivorod, after the hour which had boon given for 
the removal of tho dead and wounded had expired ; 10: -If* 
p.M. was tho hour at which it. was reoeivod at. corps head¬ 
quarters, and between eleven and twelve it, reached my 
headquarters. As a consequence, it was not. understood 
by the troops of this army that, there was a, cessation of 
hostilities for the purpose of collecting tho dead and 
wounded, and none were collected. Two officers and six 
men of the lOighth and Twenty.fifth North Carolina Regi¬ 
ments, who werc<ad, in search of I he bodiosofollNoers of t heir 
respective regiments, wen* captured and brought into our 
lines, owing to this want, of understanding. 1 regret, this, 
hut, will slate that, as soon as 1 learned the fact 1 directed 
that, they should not bo held as prisoners, hut must be re 
turned to their commands. These ofileers and men having 
been carelessly brought, through our lines to the rear. 1 have 
determined whether they will lie sent hack the way they 
came, or whether they will he sent by some other route. 

Regretting that, all my efforts for alleviating the suffer 
ings of wounded men left upon the battle held have been 
rendered nugatory, I remain, etc... 

U. S. (J HAN'T, 
LiriitriKDif-Oniintf, 


r have always regretted that, the last assault at 
Cold Harbor was ever made. I might say the satin 1 
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tiling of the assault of the 22d of May, lK(id, at 
Vicksburg. At Cold Harbor no advantage what¬ 
ever was gained to compensate for fin 1 heavy loss 
we sustained. Indeed, tin 1 advantages other than 
those of relative losses were on tho Confederate 
side. Before that tlx' Army of Northern Virginia 
seeniod to nave acquired a wholesome regard for 
the courage, endurance, and soldierly qualifies gen¬ 
erally of the Army of t lie Potomac. They no longer 
wanted to fight them “one Confederate to five 
Yanks.” .Indeed, they seemed to have given up 
any idea of gaining any advantage of their antago¬ 
nist in the open field. They had come to much pre¬ 
fer breastworks in their front to tin* Army of the 
Potomac. This charge seemed to revive their hopes 
temporarily; but it. was of short, duration. The 
effect upon the Army of tin* Potomac was the re¬ 
verse. When we reached tin* dames River, how¬ 
ever, all effects of the battle of (told Harbor seemed 
to have disappeared. 

There was more justification for tin* assault, at. 
Vicksburg. We were in a Southern climate, at, the 
beginning of the hot season. Tin* Army of the Ten¬ 
nessee had won five successive victories over the 
garrison of Vicksburg in the three preceding weeks. 
They had driven a portion of that army from Port, 
Gibson with considerable loss, after having flanked 
them out of their stronghold at Grand Gulf. They 
had attacked another portion of the same army at, 
Raymond, more than fifty miles farther in the in¬ 
terior of the State, and driven them back into Jack- 
son with great loss in killed, wounded, captured, and 
missing, besides loss of huge and small arms. They 
had captured the capital of the Stabs of Mississippi, 
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with a large amount of materials of war and manu- chap, xix 
faetures. Only a few days before, they bad beaten 
tbe enemy, then penned up in the town, first at 
Champion’s Hill, next at Big Black River Bridge, 
inflicting upon him a loss of fifteen thousand or 
more men (including those cut off from returning), 
besides large losses in arms and ammunition. The 
Army of the Tennessee had come to believe that 
they could beat their antagonist under any circum¬ 
stances. There was no telling how long a regular 
siege might last. As I have stated, it was the be¬ 
ginning of the hot season in a Southern climate. 

There was no telling what the casualties might be 
among Northern troops working and living in 
trenches, drinking surface-water filtered through 
rich vegetation, under a tropical sun. If Vicksburg 
could have been carried in May it would not only 
have saved the army the risk it ran of a greater 
danger than from the bullets of the enemy, but it 
would have given us a splendid army, well equipped 
and officered, to operate elsewhere with. These are 
reasons justifying the assault. The only benefit we 
gained—and it was a slight one for so great a sac¬ 
rifice—was that the men worked cheerfully in the 
trenches after that, being satisfied with digging the 
enemy out. Had the assault not been made I have 
no doubt that the majority of those engaged in the 
siege of Vicksburg would have believed that had 
we assaulted it would have proven successful, and 
would have saved life, health, and comfort. 
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i iox f h'ft-fhmk movo carry tin' Army of tho Potomac, 
south of tho .lames River.’ Preparations for this 

1 <IIarhoic, then, after destroying his linesof 

•Juno b, 1H(M, eommunieation on Ihe north side 
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practicable to hold a- lint' north- I now find, after over tliirty 
east of Richmond that woidd pro days of trial, tho enemy dooms 
foot- t ho Fredericksburg railroad, it of the first importance to run 
to enable tin to use that road for no risks with tho armies they now 
supplying the army. To do so have. They net purely on tho 
would give us a long vulnerable defensh e behind breast works, or 
line of road to protect, exhaust ing feebly on the offensive imntedb 
mueh of our strenidh to guard it, ately in front of them, and where 
ami would leave open to the in ease of repulse they can in- 
enemy all of his lines of com stn til ly ret ire behind f hem. With- 
munieation on the south side of out a greater sneritieo of human 
I lie James, My idea, from tin* lib* than 1 am willing to make, all 
Hta.rt, has been I o bent hoe's army, cannot be accomplished that I 
if possible, north of Uiehmond ; had designed outside of tin* city'. 

174 
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were promptly commenced. The move was a haz- chap, xis 
ardous one to make: the Chickahominy River, with 
its marshy and heavily timbered approaches, had to 
be crossed; all the bridges over it east of Lee were 
destroyed; the enemy had a shorter line and better 
roads to travel on to confront me in crossing; more 
than fifty miles intervened between me and Bntler, 
by the roads I should have to travel, with both the 
James and the Chickahominy unbridged to cross; 
and last, the Army of the Potomac had to be got 
out of a position but a few hundred yards from the 
enemy at the widest place. Lee, if he did not choose 
to follow me, might, with his shorter distance to 
travel and his bridges over the Chickahominy and 
the James, move rapidly on Butler and crush him 
before the army with me could come to his relief. 

Then, too, he might spare troops enough to send 


I have therefore resolved upon, 
the following plan: 

I will continue to hold substan¬ 
tially the ground now occupied by 
the Army of the Potomac, taking 
advantage of any favorable cir¬ 
cumstance that may present it¬ 
self, until the cavalry can be 
sent west to destroy the Vir¬ 
ginia Central railroad from about 
Beaver Dam for some twenty-five 
or thirty miles west. When this 
is effected I will move the army 
to the south side of the James 
River, either by crossing the 
Chickahominy and marching near 
to City Point, or by going to the 
mouth of the Chickahominy on 
north side and crossing there. 
To provide for this last and 
most possible contingency, sev¬ 
eral ferry-boats of the largest 
class ought to be immediately 
provided. 


Once on the south side of the 
James River, I can cut off all 
sources of supply to the enemy 
except what is furnished by the 
canal. If Hunter succeeds in 
reaching Lynchburg, that will be 
lost to him also. Should Hunter 
not succeed, I will still make the 
effort to destroy the canal by 
sending cavalry up the south side 
of the river with a pontoon-train 
to cross wherever they can. 

The feeling of the two armies 
now seems to be that the rebels 
can protect themselves only by 
strong intrenchments, whilst our 
army is not only confident of pro¬ 
tecting itself without intrench¬ 
ments, but that it can beat and 
drive the enemy wherever and 
whenever he can be found with¬ 
out this protection. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General. 
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against limiter, who was approaching Lynchburg, 
living upon the country ho passed through, and 
■without ammunition further than wind, ho carried 
with him. 

Hut tho move had to bo made, and I relied upon 
.bee’s not seeing my danger as 1 saw it. Besides, we 
had armies on both sides of the dames River and 
not far from the Confederate capita,1. I knew that 
its safety would bo a matter of tho first considera¬ 
tion with tho executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of the so-called Confederate government, 
if if, was not with tho military commanders. But E 
took all the precaution I knew of to guard against 
all dangers. 

Sheridan was sent, with two divisions to com¬ 
municate with Hunter and to break up tho Virginia 
Central railroad and the dames River Canal, on tho 
7th of dune, faking instructions to Hunter to come 
hack with him.’ Hunter was also informed by way 


1 Gold Harbor, Virginia, 
June <>, IHG4. 
Major-Grnkrar 1). Hl'NTKR, 
Commanding Department, of 
Went. Virginia: 

General Sheridan leaven here 
to-morrow morning, with instruc¬ 
tions foproeeed toOharlottesvilie, 
Virginia, and to eommenee there 
the doHtruetion of tho Virginia 
Central railroad, destroying thin 
way fin much an possible. The 
complete destmotion of thin road 
and of t ho canal on James River is 
of great, importanoot o us. Accord¬ 
ing to the instruct ions f sent to 
General Hallock for your gui¬ 
dance, yon wore to proceed to 
Lynchburg and commence there. 
Tt would be of great value to us 
to get possession of Lynchburg 


for a single day. But that point 
is of so much importance to the 
enemy that in attempting to get 
it such resistance may bo mot- as 
to defeat your getting on to tho 
road or canal at all. I see, in 
looking over tho letter to General 
Hallock on the subject of your in¬ 
structions, that it rather indicates 
that your route should be from 
Htaunton via Charlottesville. If 
you have ho understood it, you 
will bo doing just what l want. 
The direction I would now give 
is that if this letter reaches you 
in the valley between Htaunton 
and Lynchburg, you immediately 
turn east by the most practicable 
road until you strike the Lynch¬ 
burg branch of the Virginia Cen¬ 
tral road. From thence move east- 
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of Washington and the Valley that Sheridan was on. 
the way to, meet him. The canal and Central road, 
and the regions penetrated by them, were of vast 
importance to the enemy, furnishing and carrying 
a large per cent of all the supplies for the Army 
of Northern Virginia and the people of Richmond. 
Before Sheridan got off on the 7th news was re¬ 
ceived from Hunter reporting his advance to Staun¬ 
ton and successful engagement with the enemy near 
that place on the 5th, in whieh the Confederate 
commander, W. E. Jones, was killed. On the 4th 
of June,. the enemy having withdrawn his left 
corps, Burnside, on our right, was moved up be¬ 
tween Warren and Smith. On the 5th Birney re¬ 
turned to Hancock, whieh extended his left now to 
the Chiekahominy, and Warren was withdrawn to 
Cold Harbor. Wright was directed to send two 
divisions to the left to extend down the banks 
to that stream to Bottom’s Bridge. The cavalry 
extended still farther east to Jones’s Bridge. 

On the 7th Abercrombie—who was in command 
at White House, and who had been in command at 
our base of supplies in all the changes made from 
the start—was ordered to take up the iron from 


ward along the line of the road, 
destroying it completely and thor¬ 
oughly, until you join General 
Sheridan. After the work laid 
out for General Sheridan and 
yourself is thoroughly done, pro¬ 
ceed to join the Army of the Po¬ 
tomac hy the route laid out in 
General Sheridan’s instructions. 

If any portion of your force 
— especially your cavalry—is 
needed hack in your department, 
you are authorized to send it hack. 

Vol. n.—12 


If on receipt of this you should 
he near to Lynchburg and deem 
it practicable to reach that point, 
you will exercise your judgment 
about going there. 

If you should be on the rail¬ 
road between Charlottesville and 
Lynchburg, it may be practicable 
to detach a cavalry force to de¬ 
stroy the canal. Lose no oppor¬ 
tunity to destroy the canal. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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the York River railroad and put it on boats, 
and to bo in readiness to move by water to City 
.Point. 

On the Sth Meade was directed to fortify a lino 
down the bank overlooking the Chiekahominy, 
under cover of which the army could move. 

On 1 ho !)th Abercrombie was directed to send all 
organized troops arriving at White House, without 
debarking IVom their transports, to report to But¬ 
ler. I hillock was at this time instructed to send all 
reinforcements to Pity Point. 

On the 11th I wrote: 


Hold Harbor, Virginia, 
June 11, 1864. 

Major-Ubnkrau B. F. Butler, 

Commanding I >epartmenf of VirginiaandNorthCarolina: 

The movement to transfer this army to tin* south side 
of the James River will commence after dark to-morrow 
night. Polonel Comstock, of my staff, was sent- specially 
to ascertain what was necessary to make your position 
secure in the interval, during which the enemy might, use 
most of his force against, you, and also to ascertain what 
point, on the river we should reach to effect a crossing if 
if should not he practicable to reach this side of the river 
at Bermuda. Hundred. Polone] Comstock has not-yet. re¬ 
turned, so that. I cannot make instructions as definite as I 
would wish; but (In' time between this ami Sunday night 
being so short in which to get word to you, I must do the 
best. I can. Polonel Bent goes to make arrangements for 
gunboats and transportation to send up the Phiekuhominy 
to fake to you the Highieenfh Corps. The corps will leave 
its position in the trenches as early in the evening to¬ 
morrow as possible, and make a. forced march to Cole's 
Landing or Ferry, where it. should reach by 10 A.M. the 
following morning. This corps numbers now 15,000 men. 
They take with them neither wagons nor artillery, these 
latter marching with the balance of the army to the James 
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River. The remainder of the army will cross the Chieka 
hominy at. Long Bridge and at. Jones's, and strike t he river 
at the most practicable crossing* below Oily Point. 

I directed several days ago that all reinforcements for 
the army should be sent ho you. I am not advised of (he 
number that may have gone, but suppose you have received 
from six to ten thousand. Ceueral Smith will also reach 
you as soon ns the enemy could, going by the way of 
Richmond. 

The balance of the force will not bo more than one day 
behind, unless detained by the wholes of Lee’s army, in 
which ease you will be strong enough. 

I wish you would direct the proper staff-officers, your 
chief engineer and your chief quartermaster, to commence 
at once the collection of a,11 the means in their roach for 
crossing the army on its arrival. I f there is a point below 
City .Point where a pontoon-bridge can be thrown, have if 
laid. 

Expecting tin 1 , arrival of the Eighteenth Corps by Mon¬ 
day night, if you deem it. practicable, from (he force you 
have, to seize and hold Petersburg, you may prepare t.o 
start on the arrival of troops to hold \our present lines. 
I do not) want Petersburg visited, however, unless it. is 
held, nor an attempt t.o take it unless you led a. reasona¬ 
ble degree of eontidenee of suecoss. If you should go 
there, 1 think troops should take not hing with them except 
what tiny can carry, depending upon supplies being sent- 
after the place is secured. If Colonel Pent should not. 
succeed in securing the requisite amount, of transportation 
for the Eighteenth Corps before reaching you, please have 
the balance supplied. 

V. S. Chant, 
Ui'ufi'n<tut«<U'nvni1. 

P. S.—On reflect ion I will send the Eighteen! h Corps by 
way of White House. The distance* which they will have 
to march will be enough shorter t.o enable thorn to reach 
you about the same time, and tin*, uncertainty of naviga¬ 
tion on the*) Chiekahominy will be avoided. 

U. N. Chant. 


cm ac. x 
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Pold Harbor, Virginia, 
June 11, 18(>4. 

MaJOR-GkNEUAL (J. U, MkaDE, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Polouel Pomstoek, who visited the James River for the 
purpose of ascertaining the best point below Bermuda 
Hundred to which to march the army, has not yet re¬ 
turned. It is now getting so late, however, that all prep¬ 
arations may he made for the move to-morrow night 
without waiting longer. 

The movement will be made', as heretofore agreed upon ; 
that, is, the Eighteenth Porps make a rapid march with 
the infantry alone, their wagons and artillery accompany¬ 
ing the balance of the army to Poles Landing or Perry, 
and there embark for Pity Point,, losing no time for rest 
until they reach the hitter point,. 

The Fifth Porps will seize Long Bridge and move out 
on the Long Bridge road to its junction with Quaker 
road, or until stopped by the. enemy. 

The other three corps will follow in such order as you 
may direct, one of them crossing at Long Bridge and two 
at Jones’s Bridge. After the crossing is effected, the most 
practicable roads will be t aken to reaeh about Fort, Powhat- 
tan. Of course this is supposing the enemy makes no 
opposition to our advance. The Fifth Porps, after secur¬ 
ing the passage of the balance of the army, will join or 
follow in rear of the corps which crosses the same bridge 
with themselves. The wagon-trains should be kept well 
east of the troops, and if a, erossing ran be found, or made, 
lower down than Jones’s, they should take it. 

H. K. pRANT, 

Lieut enan t- (tenoral. 

P.B.—In view of the long mareh to reach (’ole’s Landing, 
and the uncertainty of being able to embark a large number 
of men there, the direction of the Eighteenth Porps may be 
changed to White I louse. They should bo directed to load up 
transports, and start them as fast as loaded without waiting 
for the whole corps or even whole divisions to go together. 

U. S. Grant. 
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About this time word was received (through the 
Richmond papers of tho 1 Hh) that Crook and 
Avoroll had united and were moving oast. This, 
with tho nows of Hun tor’s successful engagement 
near Staunton, was no doubt known to Loo before 
it was to mo. Thou Sheridan’s leaving with two 
divisions of cavalry looked indeed threatening, both 
to Loo’s communications and to his supplies. Much 
of his cavalry was sent after Sheridan, and Marly, 
with Ewell’s entire corps, was sent to the Valley. 
Supplies wore growing scarce in Richmond, and 
the sources from which to draw them were in our 
hands. People from outside began to pour into 
Richmond to help eat up tin* little on hand. Con¬ 
sternation reigned there. 

On the 12th Smith was ordered to move at night 
to White House, not to slop until Ins reached there, 
and to take boats at once for < >ify Poini, leaving his 
trains and artillery io move by land. 

Soon after dark some of (he eavalry at Long 
Bridge effected a crossing by wading and floun¬ 
dering through tho wafer ami mud, leaving their 
horses behind, ami drove away the eavalry pickets. 
A pontoon-bridge was speedily (hrown aeross, over 
which the remainder of l he army soon passed, and 
pushed out for a mile or f wo <o wateh and detain 
any advance that, might be made from the other 
side. Warren followed the cavalry, and by the 
morning of the loth had his whole corps over. 
Hancock followed Warren. Burnside took t he road 
to Jones’s Bridge, followed by Wright. I*V 1 Toro’s 
division, with the wagon-train, moved farther east, 
by Window Shades and Cole’s ferry, our roar being 
covered by cavalry. 
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It was known 1 hat t he enemy ha<l somo gunboats 
at Riehmond. These might run down at night and 
indict groat damage upon us before they eould be 
sunk or raptured by our navy. (Jeneral Butler 
had, in advanee, loaded some vessels with stone, 
ready to be sunk so as to obstruef the ehannel in 
an emergency. On the K>th 1 sent orders to have 
these sunk as high up tho river as we eould guard 
them and prevent f heir removal by the enemy. 

As soon as Warren’s corps was over t he Phicka- 
hominy it marched out and joined the cavalry in 
holding the roads From Richmond while the army 
passed. No attempt was made by the enemy to 
impede our march, however, but Warren and Wil¬ 
son reported the enemy strongly fortified in their 
front-. By the (warning of the Kith Hancock’s 
corps was at Oharles Oily Oourt House, on the 
James River. Burnside’s and Wright’s corps were 
on the Hhiekahominy, and crossed during the 
night-, Warren’s corps and the cavalry still cover¬ 
ing the army. The material for a pontoon-bridge 
was already at hand, and tin 1 work of laying if 
was commenced immediately, under the superin¬ 
tendence of Brigadier-! ieneral Benham, command¬ 
ing the Engineer Brigade. On the (warning of the 
Mill Hie crossing commenced, Hancock in advance, 
using both the bridge and boats. 

’When the ‘Wilderness campaign commenced the 
Army of the Potomac*, including Burnside’s corps, 
— which was a separate command until the 24th of 
May, when it- was incorporated with the main 
army,™numbered a,bout Mb,000 men. During the 
progress of the campaign about 40,000 reinforce¬ 
ments were received. At the crossing of the James 
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River, June 14th-15th, the finny numbered about 
115,000. Besides the ordinary losses incident to a 
campaign of six weeks’ nearly constant fighting or 
skirmishing, about one half of the artillery was 
sent back to Washington, and many men wove dis¬ 
charged by reason of the expiration of their term of 
service. 1 In estimating our strength every enlisted 
man and every commissioned officer present is in¬ 
cluded, no matter how employed: in bands, sick in 
field-hospitals, hospital attendants, company cooks, 
and all. Operating in an enemy’s country, and be¬ 
ing supplied always from a distant base, large de¬ 
tachments had at all times to be sent from the 
front, not only to guard the base of supplies and 
the roads to it, but all tho roads leading to our 
flanks and roar. We wero also operating in a 
country unknown to us, and without competent 
guides, or maps showing the roads accurately. 

The manner of estimating numbers in the two 
armies differs materially. In the Confederate army 
often only bayonets are taken into account; nevor, 
I believe, do they estimate more than are handling 
the guns of tho artillery and armed with muskets 
or carbines. Generally the latter are far enough 

1 I'KOM A STATEMENT OE LOSSES COMPILED IN TIIE AD.IUTANT- 
(1ENEHAL’S OEEIOE. 


FIELD OF ACTION ANI) DATE. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MIB8ING. 

AGGREGATE. 

WildornoRfl, May 5th to 7th.... 

2,201 

8,785 

2,902 

13,948 

SpottHylvania, May 8tli to 21 at. 
INorth Anna, May 23d to 27th.. 

2,271 

9,300 

1,970 

13,001 

180 

792 

105 

1,143 

Totopotomoy, May 27th to 31st 

IK) 

358 

52 

509 

Cold Harbor, May 31at to Judo 
12th. . 

1,709 

0,752 

1,537 

10,058 

Total. 

0,586 

26,047 

6,026 

39,259 
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away to bo excluded from the count in any one 
Hold. Officers and details of enlisted men are not 
included. In the Northern armies the estimate is 
most liberal, taking in all connected with the army 
and drawing pay. 

Estimated, in the same manner as ours, Loo had 
not loss than eighty thousand men at the start. 
His reinforcements were about equal to ours dur¬ 
ing the campaign, deducting the discharged men 
and those sent back, lb' was on tho defensive, and 
in a country in which every stream, every road, 
every obstacle to the movement of troops, and 
every natural defense was familiar to him and his 
army. Tho citizens were all friendly to him and 
his (must', and could and did furnish him with 
accurate reports of our every move. Kear-guards 
wore not necessary for him, and having always a 
railroad at his back, large wagon-trains wore not 
required. All circumstances considered, we did 
not have any advantage in numbers. 

(tenoral Lee, who had hsl the Army of Northern 
Virginia in all t hose contests, was a very highly es¬ 
timated man in the Confederate army and States, 
and filled also a very high place in the estimation 
of the people and press of the Northern States. 
His praise was sounded throughout, tho entire 
North after every action ho was engaged in; the 
number of his forces was always lowered, and that 
of the National forces exaggerated, lie was a large, 
austere man, and, I judge, difficult of approach to his 
subordinates. To be extolled by the entire press of 
tho South after every engagement, and by a por¬ 
tion of the press North with equal vehemence, was 
calculated to give him the entire confidence of his 
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troops and to make him feared by his an I agonists, cuu-.x 
It was not an uncommon t hing for my staff-officers 
to hoar from Eastern oftioors, “ Well, (Irani. lias 
uovor mot Bobby Hoe yet.” There arc good and 
true officers who believe now that the Army of 
Northern Virginia was superior to the Army of flu* 
Potomac man to man. 1 do not, believe so, except, 
as the advantages spoken of above made them so. 

Before the end I believe the difference was flu* other 
way. The Army of Northern Virginia became de¬ 
spondent and saw the end. If was not pleased 
thereby. The National army saw the same thing, 
and was encouraged by if. 

Tho advance of the Army of the Potomac, reached 
the James on the Mfh of dune. Preparations were 
at once commenced for laying (ho pontoon-bridges 
.and crossing tho river. As already stated, I had a» tr, it. i 
previously ordered ({onoral Butler to have two 
vessels loaded with stone and carried up j he river 
to a point above that occupied by our gunboats, 
where the channel was narrow, and sunk there so 
as to obstruct tho passage and prevent. Pen federate 
gunboats from coming down the river. Butler had 
had these boats Hik'd and put in position, but had 
not had them sunk before my arrival. 1 ordered 
this done, and also directed that ho should turn 
over all material and boats not, then in use in tin* 
river to be used in ferrying tho troops across. 

I. then, on tho ,14th, took a steamer and ran up to 
Bermuda Hundred to see <1 onoral Butler for the 
purpose of directing a movement, against. Peters¬ 
burg, while our troops of the Army of t he Potomac 
were crossing. 

I had sent (Jonoral W. E. Smith back from Hold 
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Harbor by the way of White House, thence on 
steamers to Pity Point, for the purpose- of giving 
Boncral Butler moiv troops with which to accom¬ 
plish this result. Peneral But ha* was ordered to 
send Smith, with his troops reinforced, as far as 
that eould be conveniently done, from other parts 
of the Army of the James. He gave Smith about six 
thousand reinforcements, ineluding some twenty- 
five hundred cavalry under Kautz, and about, thirty- 
five hundred colored infantry under Hinks. 

The distance which Smith had to mow to reach 
the enemy’s lines was about six miles, and the 
Oon federate advance-line of works was but two 
miles outside of Petersburg* Smith was to move, 
under cover of night, up close to the enemy’s works, 
and assault as soon as he could after daylight. I 
believed, tlam, and still believe, that Petersburg 
eould have been easily captured at that time. It 
had only about- twenty-five hundred men in tlm 
defenses, besides some irregular troops, consisting 
of citizens and employees in the city who took up 
arms in ease of emergency. Smith started as pro¬ 
posed, but, his advance encountered a. rebel force 
intrenched bet ween Pity Point and their lines out¬ 
side of Petersburg. This position he carried, with 
some loss to the enemy; hut there was so much 
delay that it, was daylight, before his troops really 
got off from there. While there I informed Peneral 
Butler that. Hancock 7 # corps would cross the river 
and move to Petersburg to support Smith in case 
the hitter was successful, and 1 hat I eould reinforce 
there more rapidly than Leo (amid reinforce from 
his position. 

I returned down the river to whore the troops of 
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the Army of the Potomac now were, communicated 
to General Meade, in writing, the directions I had 
given to General Butler, and directed him (Moade) 
to cross Hancock’s corps over under cover of night, 
and push them forward in the morning to Peters¬ 
burg, halting them, however, at a designated point 
until they could hear from Smith. I also informed 
General Meade that I had ordered rations from Ber¬ 
muda Hundred for Hancock’s corps, and desired 
him to issue them speedily, and to lose no more 
time than was absolutely necessary. The rations 
did not reach him, however, and Hancock, while 
he got all his corps over during the night, ronuiiuod 
until half-past ten in the hope of receiving them. 
He then moved without them, and on the road re¬ 
ceived a note from General W. F. Smith asking him 
to come on. This seems to Ixavo been the first infor¬ 
mation that General Hancock had received of the fact 
that he was to go to Petersburg, or that anything 
particular was expected of him. Otherwise lie would 
have been there by 1'our o’clock in the afternoon. 

Smith arrived in front of the enemy’s lines early 
in the forenoon of the loth, and spent the day until 
after seven o’clock in the evening in reconnoitering 
what appeared to be empty works. Tim, enemy’s 
line consisted of redans occupying commanding 
positions, with rifle-pits connecting them. To the 
east side of Petersburg, from the Appomattox back, 
there wero thirteen of these redans, extending a 
distance of several m iles—probably three. If they 
had boon properly manned they could have held 
out against any force that could have attacked 
them, at least until reinforcements eonld have got 
up from the north of Richmond. 
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Smith assaulted with the colored troops, and with 
success. By nine o’clock at night he. was in posses¬ 
sion of five of those redans and, of eourse, of the 
connecting lines of rifle-pits. All of them contained 
artillery, which fell into our hands. 'Hancock came 
up and proposed to take any part assigned to him ; 
and Smith asked him to relieve his men who were 
in tho trenches. 

Next morning, tlie ltith, Hancock himself was in 
command, ami captured another redan. Meade 
came up in the afternoon and succeeded Hancock, 
who had to he relieved, temporarily, from the com¬ 
mand of his corps on account of the breaking out 
afresh of the. wound he had received at (iettyshurg. 
During the day Meade assaulted and carried one 
more redan to his right and two to his loft. In 
all this wo lost very heavily. The works wore not 
strongly manned, hut- they all had guns in them, 
which fell info our hands, together with the men 
who wore handling them in the effort to repel 
these assaults. 

Up to this lime Beauregard, who had commanded 
south of Richmond, had received no reinforcements, 
except Hoke’s division from Drury’s Bluff , 1 which 
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Tho onomy* in 1 hoir ondoavor 
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tage of thin and moved a form at 
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tho last live days. Day ami night 
has boon all tho name, no delays 
being allowod on any account. 
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had arrived on the morning of the 16th; though he 
had urged the authorities very strongly to send 
them, believing, as he did, that Petersburg would 
be a valuable prize which we might seek. 

During the 17th the fighting was very severe and 
the losses heavy; and at night our troops occupied 
about the same position they had occupied in the 
morning, except that they held a redan which had 
been captured by Potter during the day. During 
the night, however, Beauregard fell back to the line 
which had been already selected, and commenced 
fortifying it. Our troops advanced on the 18th to 
the line whieh he had abandoned, and found that 
the Confederate loss had been very severe, many of 
the enemy’s dead still remaining in the ditches and 
in front of them. 

Colonel J. L. Chamberlain, of the Twentieth 
Maine, was wounded on the 18th. He was gal¬ 
lantly leading his brigade at the time, as he had 
been in the habit of doing in all the engagements 
in which he had previously been engaged. He had 
several times been recommended for a brigadier- 
generalcy for gallant and meritorious conduct. On 
this occasion, however, I promoted him on the spot, 
and forwarded a copy of my order to the War De¬ 
partment, asking that my act might be confirmed 
and Chamberlain’s name sent to the Senate for 
confirmation without any delay. This was done, 
and at last a gallant and meritorious officer received 
partial justice at the hands of his government, which 
he had served so faithfully and so well. 

If General Hancock’s orders of the 15th had been 
.communicated to him, that officer, with his usual 
promptness, would undoubtedly have been upon 
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the ground around Petersburg as early as rout- 
o’clock in the afternoon of tho loth. The days 
were long, and it would have given him considera¬ 
ble time before night. 1 do not. think there is any 
doubt that Petersburg itself could have been car¬ 
ried without much loss; or, at least, if protected by 
inner detached works, that a, line could have been 
established very much in rear of the one then oc¬ 
cupied by the enemy. This would have given us 
control of both tIn' Weldon and South Sid*' rail¬ 
roads. This would also have saved an immense 
amount of hard fighting which had to bo done from 
the Ibth to the ISfh, ami would have given us 
greatly the advantage in tlie long siege which 
ensued. 

I now ordered the troops to bo put under cover 
and allowed some of the rest which they had so 
long needed. They remained quiet, except that 
there was more or less tiring every day, until the 
22*1, when General Meade ordered an advance to¬ 
ward the Weldon railroad. We wore very anxious 
to got to that road, and even round to the South 
Sid*' railroad, if possible. 

Meade moved Hancock’s corps, now commanded 
by Birnoy, to the loft, with a view to at least force 
th*' enemy to stay within the limits of his own line. 
General Wright, with th*'Sixth (lorps, was ordered, 
by a road farther south, to march directly for the 
Weldon road. Th*' enemy passed in between these 
two corps and attacked vigorously, and with very 
serious results to the National troops, who were 
then withdrawn from their advanced position. 

The Army of th*' Potomac, was given the invest¬ 
ment of Petersburg, while th*' Army of the James 
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held Bermuda Hundred and all the ground we pos¬ 
sessed north of the James Biver. The Ninth Corps, 
Burnside’s, was placed upon the right at Peters¬ 
burg; the Fifth, Warren’s, next; the Second, Bir- 
ney’s, next; then the Sixth, Wright’s, broken off 
to the left and south. Thus began the siege of 
Petersburg. 
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O N the Till of June, while at Told Harbor, I had, 
as already indicated, said Sheridan with two 
divisions of cavalry to destroy as much as he could 
of iho Virginia ( Vntral railroad. < tenoral Hunter 
had boon operating up the Shenandoah Valley with 
some success, having fought a battle near Staunton, 
where ho eaptured a &Teal many prisoners, besides 
killing and wounding a p >od many naan After 
the battle ho formed a junction at Staunton with 
Avorell and (’rook, who had emu 1 up from the Ka¬ 
nawha or Hanley River. If was supposed, there¬ 
fore, that Heneral Hunter would be about Thar- 
lottosvillo, Virginia, by tin* time Sheridan could ^ef 
there, doin<i,‘ on fin* way the damage that he was 
send; to do. 


I* gave Sheridan instructions to have Hunter, in 

case ho should moot him about Hmrlottosvillo, join 
and return with him to the Arrnv of the Potoinue. 


Loo, hearing of IImiter’s success in the Valley, 
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started Breckinridge out for its defense at once. 
Learning later of Sheridan’s going with two divi¬ 
sions, he also sent Hampton with two divisions of 
cavalry, his own and Fitz-Hugh Lee’s. 

Sheridan moved to the north side of the North 
Anna to get out west, and learned of the movement 
of these troops to the south side of the same stream 
almost as soon as they had started. He pushed 
on to get to Trevillian Station to commence his 
destruction at that point. On the night of the 10th 
he bivouacked some sis or seven miles east of Tre¬ 
villian, while Fitz-Hugh Lee was the same night at 
Trevillian Station, and Hampton hut a few miles 
away. 

During the night Hampton ordered an advance 
on Sheridan, hoping, no doubt, to surprise and 
very badly cripple him. Sheridan, however, by a 
countermove, sent Custer on a rapid march to get 
between the two divisions of the enemy and into 
their rear. This he did successfully, so that at 
daylight, when the assault was made, the enemy 
found himself at the same time resisted in front 
and attacked in rear, and broke in some confusion. 
The losses were probably very light on both sides 
in killed and wounded, but Sheridan got away with 
some five hundred prisoners and sent them to City 
Point. 

During that day, the 11th, Sheridan moved into 
Trevillian Station, and the following day proceeded 
to tear up the road east and west. There was con¬ 
siderable fighting during the whole of the day, but 
the work of destruction went on. In the mean 
time, at night, the enemy had taken possession of 
the crossing which Sheridan had proposed to take 
Vol. II.—13 
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to go north when ho loft Trovillian. Sheridan 
learned, however, from some of the prisoners ho had 
cnptured here, that (Sonora 11 lunter wasabout Lynch¬ 
burg, and thereforethat t here was no use of his going 
on to Charlottesville with a view to meet him. 

Sheridan started hack during tho night of the 
12th, and mado his way north and farther oast, 
coming a.ronnd by <ho north sido of Whito House, 
and arriving thoro on tho- 21st. 1 loro ho found an 
abundance of forago for his animals, food for his 
mem, and security while resting. He had been 
obliged to leave about ninety of his own men in 
the field-hospital which he had established near 
Trovillian, and those necessarily foil into the hands 
of the enemy. 

Whito House up to this time had been a depot; 
but. now that our troops won' all on the James 
“River it was no longer wanted us a store of sup¬ 
plies. Sheridan was therefore direeted to break it 
up, which he did on the 22d of June, bringing the 
garrison and an immense wagon-train with him. 
All these were over tin* James River by the 2tlth of 
the month, and Sheridan ready to follow. 

In the mean time Meade had sent Wilson’s divi¬ 
sion on a raid to destroy the Weldon and South 
Side roads. Now flint Sheridan was sate and 
Hampton free to return to Richmond with his cav¬ 
alry, Wilson’s position became precarious. Meade 
therefore, on the 27th, ordered Sheridan over the 
riven* to make a. demonstration in favor of Wilson. 
Wilson got back, though not without severe loss, 
having struck both mails; but the damage done 
was soon repaired. 

After those events comparative quad reigned 
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about Petersburg until late in July. Tbe time, 
however, was spent in strengthening the intrench- 
ments and making our position generally more se¬ 
cure against a sudden attack. In the mean time I 
had to look after other portions of my command, 
where things had not been going on so favorably, 
always, as I could have wished. 

General Hunter, who had been appointed to suc¬ 
ceed Sigel in the Shenandoah Valley, immediately 
took up the offensive. He met the enemy on the 
5th of June at Piedmont, and defeated him. On 
the 8th he formed a junction with Crook and Ave- 
rell at Staunton, from which place he moved direct 
on Lynchburg via Lexington, which he reached 
and invested on the 16th. Up to this time he was 
■very successful; and but for the difficulty of taking 
with him sufficient ordnance stores over so long 
a march through a hostile country, he would no 
doubt have captured Lynchburg. The destruction 
of the enemy’s supplies and manufactories had 
been very great. To meet this movement under 
General Hunter, General Lee sent Early with his 
corps, a part of which reached Lynchburg before 
Hunter. After some skirmishing on the 17th and 
18th, General Hunter, owing to a want of ammuni¬ 
tion to give battle, retired from before the place. 
Unfortunately this want of ammunition left him 
no choice of route for his return but by way of the 
Gauley and Kanawha rivers, thence up the Ohio 
River, returning to Harper’s Ferry by way of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad. A long time was con¬ 
sumed in making this movement. Meantime the 
Valley was left open to Early’s troops and others in 
that quarter; and Washington also was uncovered. 
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Early took advantage of this condition of affairs 
!uul moved on Washington. 

In the absence of Hunter, General Low. Wallace, 
with headquarters at Baltimore, commanded 11 
department in whioh Iho Shenandoah lay. His 
surplus of troops with whioh to inovo against tho 
.nanny was small in number. Most of thoso wore 
raw, and consequently very much inferior to our 
veterans and to tho veterans whioh Early had with 
dm; hut tho situation of Washington was pre¬ 
carious, and Wallaoo movod with commendable 
mmiptilude to meet tho enemy at tho Monooaoy. 
tic could hardly havo expected to defeat him badly, 
mt. ho hoped to cripple and dolay him until Washi¬ 
ngton could bo put into a stato of proparation fol¬ 
ds reception. 1 had previously ordorod General 
VIcade to s<nul a, division to Baltimore foi* tin* pur- 
>oso of abiding to the defenses of Washington, an<I 
laid sont Ricketts’s division of tho Sixth Gorps 
Wright’s), wlnoh arrived in Baltimore on tho Hfh 
>f duly. Einding that Wallaoo had gone to tho 
Void; wit h his command, Ricketts immediately took 
lie oars and followod him to tho Monooaoy with 
ds onliro division. They mot tho onomy and, as 
night- havo boon expected, woro defeated; hut t hoy 
succeeded in stopping him for tho day on which 
ho bait,tie took plaoo. The noxf moridng Early 
started on his march to the oapitnl of the nation, 
trriving before it- on tho 11th. 

Loarning of the gravity of the situation, I had 
ii rented. General Meade to also order Wright with 
*he rest, of Ids corps directly to Washington for tho 
*oliof of that place, and the latter reached there the 
/cry day that Early arrived before if. Tho Nino- 


EAItliY’S MOVEMENT ON WASHINGTON 

teenth Corps, which had been stationed in Louisi¬ 
ana, having been ordered up to reinforce the armies 
about Richmond, had about this time arrived at 
Fortress Monroe, on their way to join us. I di¬ 
verted them from that point to Washington, which 
place they reached, almost simultaneously with 
Wright, on the 11th. The Nineteenth Corps was 
commanded by Major-General Emory. 

Early made his reconnaissance with a view of 
attacking on the following morning, the 12th; but 
the next morning he found our intrenchments, 
which were very strong, fully manned. He at once 
commenced to retreat, Wright following. There is 
no telling how much this result was contributed to 
by General Lew. Wallace’s leading what might well 
be considered almost a forlorn hope. If Early had 
been but one day earlier he might have entered the 
capital before the arrival of the reinforcements I 
had sent. Whether the delay caused by the battle 
amounted to a day or not, General Wallace con¬ 
tributed on this occasion, by the defeat of the 
troops under him, a greater benefit to the cause 
than often falls to the lot of a commander of an 
equal force to render by means of a victory. 

Farther west, also, the troubles were threatening. 
Some time before, Forrest had met Sturgis in com¬ 
mand of some of our cavalry in Mississippi and 
handled him very roughly, gaining a very great 
victory over him. This left Forrest free to go 
almost where he pleased, and to cut the roads in 
rear of Sherman, who was then advancing. Sher¬ 
man was abundantly able to look after the army 
that he was immediately with, and all of his mili¬ 
tary division so long as he could communicate with 
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it; but it was my place to see t hat ho had the means 
with which to hold his roar. Two divisions under 
A. J. Smith had been sent to Banks in Louisiana 
some months before. Sherman ordered those back, 
with directions to attack Forrest. Smith met and 
defeated him very badly. 1 then directed that 
Smith should hang to Forrest and not let. him go, 
and to prevent, by all moans his getting upon the 
Memphis and Nashville railroad. Sherman had 
anticipated me in this matter, and given the same 
orders in substance; but receiving my directions 
for this order to Smith, he repeated it. 

On the 25th of.Juno Uonoral Burnside had com¬ 
menced running a mine from about the center of 
his front under the Confederate works confronting 
him. Ho was induced to do this by Colonel .Plea¬ 
sants, of the Pennsylvania Y'oluntoors, whose regi¬ 
ment was mostly composed of miners, and who 
was himself a practical miner. Burnside had sub¬ 
mitted the scheme to Meade and myself, and we 
both approved of if, as a moans of keeping the men 
occupied. His position was very favorable for 
carrying on this work, but not so favorable for the 
operations to follow its completion. The positions 
of the two lines at that point were only about a 
hundred yards apart, with a comparatively deep 
ravine intervening. In the bottom of this ravine 
the work commenced. The position was unfavor¬ 
able in this particular: that Hie enemy’s line at. that 
point, was reentering, so that, its front, was com¬ 
manded by his own lines both to the right and 
left. Then, too, the ground was sloping upward 
back of the Confederate line for a considerable 
distance, and it was presumable that the enemy 
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had, at least, a detached work on this highest point. 
The work progressed, and. on the 23d of July the 
mine was finished ready for charging; but I had this 
work of charging deferred until we were ready for it. 

On the 17th of July several deserters came in 
and said that there was great consternation in 
Richmond, and that Lee was coming out to make 
an attack upon ns — the object being to put us on 
the defensive so that he might detach troops to go 
to Georgia, where the army Sherman was operating 
against was said to be in great trouble. I put the 
army commanders, Meade and Butler, on the look¬ 
out, but the attack was not made. 

I concluded, then, a few days later, to do some¬ 
thing in the way of offensive movement myself, 
having in view something of the same object that 
Lee had had. Wright’s and Emory’s corps were in 
Washington, and with this reduction of my force 
Lee might very readily have spared some troops 
from the defenses to send West. I had other ob¬ 
jects in view, however, besides keeping Lee where 
he was. The mine was constructed and ready to 
be exploded, and I wanted to take that occasion to 
carry Petersburg if I could. It was the object, 
therefore, to get as many of Lee’s troops away 
from the south side of the James River as possible. 
Accordingly, on the 26th, we commenced a move¬ 
ment with Hancock’s corps and Sheridan’s cavalry 
to the north side by the way of Deep Bottom, where 
Butler had a pontoon-bridge laid. The plan, in the 
main, was to let the cavalry cut loose, and, joining 
with Kautz’s cavalry of the Army of the James, 
get by Lee’s lines and destroy as much as they 
could of the Virginia Central railroad, while, in 
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cuAr.xv the moan time, tin* inlani ry was to move onf. so as 
to protect their rear and cover their retreat back 
when they should have ^ot through with their 
work. We wen 1 successful in drawing tlie enemy’s 
troops totin' north side of t he Janies, as I expected, 
(cuil'i-iv W1,s unh'red to he charged, and the nioni- 

r.ir, r,m ’ () f f,|io ;{<)th <>f duly was the time fixed for its 

explosion. I gave Meade minute orders 1 on the 
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M Arf o l{.-(} M N KK AI * M K AI»K, 
rommanding, etc. : 

The engineer officers u ho made 
it survey of t ho front front I h*r 
mudu, 11 undred report against tin* 
probability of success from an 
attack there. Tho chances, they 
think, will bo hot tor on Hunt 
side's front. If thin is atfempfod 
it, will bo necessary to eouei n 
irate all tbo foroo possible at tbo 
point- in tho enemy's lino we o\ 
poet to pt'tH'trato. All ollirors 
should bo fully impressed w it It 
tho absolute necessity of pushing 
entirely beyond tbo enemy's pros 
out lino if <hoy should succeed in 
ponolrating it, and ofgef ting back 
to tlioir present lino promptly if 
thoy should not suooood in broak 
ing through. 

To tin' right and loft of tho 
point* of assault, all tho artillory 
possiblo should ho brought to 
play upon tho onomy in front 
during the assault. Thoir linos 
would la' suflleieut for !bo sup¬ 
port, of tho artillory, and all tho 
reserves could bo brought on tho 
Hunksof tlndr commands uoarost 
to tho point of assault, roudy to 
follow in if successful, The fiold 
artillery and infantry hold in tin* 
linos during tho first, assault 


should bo in n*adinoss to movo 
at .a moment’*> notice oitlior to 
t heir front or to follow tin' main 
assault, as fhoy should receive 
<»r<lors. Ono thing, howovor, 
should bo impressed on corps 
comtnandors : if thov moo tin* 
onomy giving away on tlndr front 
or moving from it to roiuforco n, 
boavily assaulted port ion of thoir 
lino, thoy should tako advantage 
of Hindi Know ledge and act 
promptly without uniting for 
orders from nnuy commanders. 
< iom-ral Ord can cooperate u if h 
bin corps in this m<»\ omouf , and 
about llvo t housand i poops from 
r.ormmla Hundrod can bo sent to 
reinforce you, or can bo used to 
fhivaton an assault hotweon tin* 
Appomat fo\and Janm* rivors, as 
may bo doomod host. 

This sboubt l»o done by Tues¬ 
day morning, if done at all. If 
not at tempted, w o will t hen start 
a! tin* date indicated to destroy 
tho railroad as far us llicksford 
at Iriod, and to Weldon if pos¬ 
sible. 

Whet her w o send an espedit ion 
on tbo nmd or assault at Peters 
burg, Iltirmhde% mine u ill be 
blown up. 

V, 8. hUANT, 

t.u'uU mtitt-finirrah 
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24th, directing how I wanted the assault conducted, 
which orders he amplified into general instructions 
for the guidance of the troops that were to be en¬ 
gaged. 

Meade’s instructions, which I, of course, approved 
most heartily, were all that I can see now was neces¬ 
sary. The only further precaution which he could 
have taken, and which he could not foresee, would 
have been to have different men to execute them. 

The gallery to the mine was over five hundred 
feet long from where it entered the ground to the 
point where it was under the enemy’s works, and 
with a cross-gallery of something over eighty feet 
running under their fines. Eight chambers had 
been left, requiring a ton of powder each to charge 
them. All was ready by the time I had prescribed; 
and on the 29th Hancock and Sheridan were 
brought back near the James River with their 
troops. Under cover of night they started to re- 
ci’oss the bridge at Deep Bottom, and to march di¬ 
rectly for that part of our lines in front of the mine. 

Warren was to hold his fine of intrenchments 
with a sufficient number of men, and concentrate 
the balance on the right next to Burnside’s corps, 
while Ord, now commanding the Eighteenth Corps, 
temporarily under Meade, was to form in the rear 
of Burnside to support him when he went in. All 
were to clear off the parapets and the abatis in their 
front, so as to leave the space as open as possible, 
and be able to charge the moment the mine had 
been sprung and Burnside had taken possession. 
Burnside’s corps was not to stop in the crater at 
all, but push on to the top of the hill, supported 
on the right and left by Ord’s and Warren’s corps. 
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Warron and Ord fu 1 liIhnl Ihoir instructions per¬ 
fectly so fiir as making ready was eoiuvrnod. Burn¬ 
side seemed lo have paid no attention whatever to 
the instructions, and left all the obstruction in his 
own front- for his troops to <;vt over in the best way 
they could. The four divisions of his corps were 
commanded by Uenerals Potter, Willeox, hedlie 
mid Fcrroro. Tin- last was a colored division; and 
.'Burnside selected if to make flu* assault. Meade 
interfered with this. Burnside then took Bed lie’s 
division—a, worse seleetion than the first could 
have been. In fact, Potter and Willeox were the 
only division commanders Burnside had who were 
equal to the occasion. Bedlie, Besides Being other¬ 
wise ineflieit-nt, proved also to possess a disqualifi¬ 
cation less common among soldiers. 

There was some delay about tin- explosion of the 
mine, so that, if did not gooff until ahouf five o’clock 
in the morning. When if did explode if was very 
successful, making a crater twenty feet deep and 
something like a hundred feet in length. Instantly 
one hundred and fen camion and fifty mortars, 
which had Been placed in tin- most commanding 
positions covering fhe ground to the right, and left 
of where the 1 mops wore to enter the enemy's linos, 
commenced playing. Bedlie’s division marched 
into the orator immediately on flu* explosion, But 
most of the men stopped there in the absence of 
any one lo give direct ions, t heir commander hav¬ 
ing lound sonu* safe- ref reef fogef info Before they 
started. There was sonu* delay on I he left, and 
right in advancing, but sonu* of the troops did get 
ill and turn to tin* right and left, carrying the rifle- 
pits, as I expected f liey would do. 
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There had been great consternation in Peters¬ 
burg, as we were well aware, about a rumored mine 
that we were going to explode. They knew we 
were mining, and they had failed to cut our mine 
off by countermining, though Beauregard had taken 
the precaution to run up a line of intrenehments to 
the rear of that part of their line fronting where 
they could see that orn* men were at work. We 
had learned through deserters who had come in 
that the people had very wild rumors about what 
was going on on our side. They said that we had 
undermined the whole of Petersburg; that they 
Were resting upon a slumbering volcano, and did 
not know at what moment they might expect an 
eruption. I somewhat based my calculations upon 
this state of feeling, and expected that when the 
mine was exploded the troops to the right and left 
would flee in all directions, and that our troops, if 
they moved promptly, could get in and strengthen 
themselves before the enemy had come to a reali¬ 
zation of the true situation. It was just as I ex¬ 
pected it would be. We could see the men run¬ 
ning without any apparent object except to get 
away. It was half an hour before musketry firing, 
to amount to anything, was opened upon our men 
in the crater; it was an hour before the enemy 
got artillery up to play upon them; and it was nine 
o’clock before Lee got up reinforcements from his 
right to join in expelling our troops. 

The effort was a stupendous failure. It cost us 
about four thousand men, mostly, however, cap¬ 
tured ; and all due to inefficiency on the part of the 
corps commander, and the incompetency of the divi¬ 
sion commander who was sent to lead the assault. 
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After being fully assured of the failure of the 
mine, aud finding Hud most of that part of Lee’s 
army which had been drawn north ot ihe James 
River was still'there, 1 gave Meade directions to 
send a corps of infantry and the cavalry next 
morning, before Lee could get his forces back, to 
destroy fifteen or twenty miles of the Weldon rail¬ 
road. But misfortunes never come singly. 1 lea,rat'd 
during that, same afternoon that Wright’s pursuit 
of Early was feeble because of the constant and 
contrary orders lit' had been receiving from Wash¬ 
ington, while, I was cut off from immediate com¬ 
munication by reason of our cable across Chesa¬ 
peake Bay being broken. Early, however, was not, 
aware of the fact, that Wright was not pursuing 
until he had reached tttrusburg. Finding that he 
was not pursued, lit' turned back to Winchester, 
whore Crook was stationed with a small force, and 
drove him out. He tin'll pushed north until ho 
had reached t he Potomac; then lit' sent MeCausland 
across to Cham 1 torsimrg, Pennsylvania, to destroy 
that town. Chnmborsburg was a purely defense¬ 
less town, with no garrison whatever, and no forti¬ 
fications-, yet. MeCausland, under Early’s orders, 
burned the place and left about three hundred 
families houseless. This occurred on the .‘!0th of 
July. 1 rescinded my orders for the troops to go 
out to destroy the Weldon railroad, and directed 
them to embark for Washington city. After burn¬ 
ing Chambersburg, McCauslaml retreated, pursued 
by our cavalry, toward Cumberland. lie was met 
aud defeated by Ceneral Kelley and driven into 
Virginia. 

The Shenandoah Valley was very important to 
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the Confederates, because it was the principal 
storehouse they now had for feeding their armies 
about Richmond. It was well known that they 
would make a desperate struggle to maintain it. 
It had been the source of a great deal of trouble to 
us heretofore to guard that outlet to the north, 
partly because of the incompetency of some of the 
commanders, but chiefly because of interference 
from Washington. It seemed to be the policy of 
General Hafleck and Secretary Stanton to keep 
any force sent there, in pursuit of the invading 
army, moving right and left so as to keep between 
the enemy and our capital; and, generally speak¬ 
ing, they pursued this policy until all knowledge 
of the whereabouts of the enemy was lost. They 
were left, therefore, free to supply themselves with 
horses, beef-cattle, and such provisions as they 
could carry away from western Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. I determined to put a stop to this. 
I started Sheridan at once for that field of opera¬ 
tion, and on the following day s$nt another division 
of his cavalry. 

I had previously asked to have Sheridan assigned 
to that command, but Mr. Stanton objected, on the 
ground that he was too young for so important a 
command. On the 1st of August, when I sent re¬ 
inforcements for the protection of Washington, I 
sent the following orders: 

City Point, Virginia, 
August 1, 1864, 11: 30 a.m. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Washington, D. C.: 

I am sending General Sheridan for temporary duty 
whilst the enemy is being expelled from the border. 
Unless General Hunter is in the field in person, I want 
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Sheridan pul in command of all tin* troups in fho field, 
with instructions to put himself south of the enemy and 
follow him to Mu* death. Wherever tin* enemy goes, let 
onrtroops go also. Onee started up t he Valley, t hey ought 
to he .followed until we get possession of the Virginia 
Central railroad. If General Hunter is in flu* field, give 
Sheridan direef, eommand of the Sixth Corps and eavalry 
division. All the eavalry, I presume, will reaeh Washing¬ 
ton in the course of to-morrow. 

l r . S. {1 RANT, 

Lh ait Hitnf (h nvral . 


The President in some way or of Inn* got f<> see 
this despateh of mine directing eertain insf nudions 
to bo given to the commanders in the held operat¬ 
ing against Marly, and sent me the following vary 
characteristic despatch: 

Omen V . S. Military Telegraph, 
War Department, 

Washington, I>. C., August d, 18(54. 

Cipher. 6 e.M. 

Lieutenant^Jknkral (hi ant, 

City Point, Virginia: 

1 have seen your despateh in whieh you say, li 1 want 
Sheridan put in ronnuaml of all tlie troops in tin* field, 
with instruefions to put himself south of the enemy and 
follow him to the. death. Wherever the enemy goes, let 
our troops go also.” Tins, I think, is exactly right, as to 
how our forees should move. But please look over the 
despatches you may have received from here, even since 
you made that order, and discover, if you can* that thero 
is any idea in tin* head of any tun 4 here of u putting our 
army south of flu* enemy," or of u following him to the 
death 77 in any direction. I repeat to you, it will neither 
be done nor attempted unless you watch if, every day and 
hour, and force it. 


A. Lincoln. 
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I replied to this that “ I would start in two hours 
for Washington ”; and soon got off, going directly 
to the Monocacy without stopping at Washington 
on my way. I found G-eneral Hunter’s army en¬ 
camped there, scattered over the fields along the 
banks of the Monocacy, with many hundreds of 
cars and locomotives, belonging to the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, which he had taken the precau¬ 
tion to bring back and collect at that point. I 
asked the general where the enemy was. He re¬ 
plied that he did not know. He said the fact was 
that he was so embarrassed with orders from Wash¬ 
ington moving him first to the right and then to 
the left that he had lost all trace of the enemy. 

I then told the general that I would find out 
where the enemy was, and at once ordered steam 
got up and trains made up, giving directions to 
push for Halltown, some four miles above Harper’s 
Ferry, in the Shenandoah Valley. The cavalry and 
the wagon-trains were to march, hut all the troops 
that conld be transported by the cars were to go 
in that way. I knew that the Valley was of such 
importance to the enemy that, no matter how much 
he was scattered at that time, he would in a very 
short time be found in front of our troops moving 
south. 

I then wrote out G-eneral Hunter’s instructions. 
I told him that Sheridan was in Washington, and 
still another division was on its way; and suggested 
that he establish the headquarters of the depart¬ 
ment at any point that would suit bim best,— 
Cumberland, Baltimore, or elsewhere,—and give 
Sheridan command of the troops in the field. The 
general replied to this that he thought he had better 
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bo relieved out irely. Hi* said that (Jenoral Ilalleek 
seemed so miioli to i list rust lx is fit ness for t ho posi¬ 
tion lie was in that ho thought somebody elseou^ht 
to 1)0 there. Ho did not want in any way to em¬ 
barrass tho cause; thus showing a. patriotism that, 
was nono too common in the army. There were 
not many major-generals who wmdd voluntarily 
have asked to have the command of a. department, 
taken from them on the supposition that for some 
particular reason, or for any reason, tho service 
would be better performed. 1 told him, “ Very 
well, t hen,” and telegraphed at once for Sheridan to 
come to the Monoeaey, and surested that 1 would 
waif and meet, him there. 

Sherida.n came at once by special train, but; 
reached there after the troops were all off. I went 
to the station and remained then* until he arrived. 
'Myself ami one or two of my stall were about, all 
the Union people, except (tenoral Hunter and his 
stall, who wen* left at the Monoeaey when Sheridan 
arrived. 1 hastily told Sheridan what had been 
done and what 1 wanted him to do, yiviu^ him, at. 
the sa.me time, tho written instructions which had 
been prepared lor (tenoral Hunter and directed to 
that otlicer. 

Sheridan now had about thirty thousand men to 
move with, eij^ht thousand of them beiu# cavalry. 
Early had about the same number; but the superior 
ability of t he Nat ional commander over t he ('onleil- 
erafe commander was so <creat that all tin* latter’s 
advantage of beiim on the defensive was more than 
counterbalanced by this circumstance. As I had 
predicted, Early was soon found in front of Sheri¬ 
dan in tho Valley, and Pennsylvania and Maryland 
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were speedily freed from the invaders. The im¬ 
portance of the YaUey was so great to the Confed¬ 
erates that Lee reinforced Early, but not to the 
extent that we thought and feared he would. 

To prevent as much as possible these reinforce¬ 
ments from being sent out from Richmond, I had 
to do something to compel Lee to retain his forces 
about his capital. I therefore gave orders for an¬ 
other move to the north side of the James River, 
to threaten Richmond. Hancock’s corps, part of 
the Tenth Corps under Birney, and Gregg’s divi¬ 
sion of cavalry were crossed to the north side of the 
James during the night of the 13th-14th of August. 
A threatening position was maintained for a num¬ 
ber of days, with more or less skirmishing and 
some tolerably hard fighting; although it was my 
object and my instructions that anything like a 
battle should be avoided, unless opportunities 
should present themselves which would insure 
great success. General Meade was left in command 
of the few troops around Petersburg, strongly in¬ 
trenched ; and was instructed to keep a close watch 
upon the enemy in that quarter, and himself to 
take advantage of any weakening that might occur 
through an effort on the part of the enemy to re¬ 
inforce the north side. There was no particular 
victory gained on either side; but during that time 
no more reinforcements were sent to the Valley. 

I informed Sheridan of what had been done to 
prevent reinforcements being sent from Richmond 
against h im, and also that the efforts we had made 
had proven that one of the divisions which we sup¬ 
posed had gone to the Valley was still at Richmond, 
because we had captured six or seven hundred 
Vol. II.— 14 
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risoners from ihot division, each of its four bri- 
ados having emit ribufed to our list ol* eapfures. I 
Iso informed him that hut one division had ^oiir ? 
ud it. was possible 1 t hat I should bo ablo to prevent 
ie going of any more. 

To add to my embarrassment at this time, Sher- 
uin, who was now near Atlanta, wanted reiuforeo- 
lents. 1 lo was perfectly willing to taka tho raw 
’oops Hum being raisod in I ho Northwest, saying 
lat ho oould teach them moiv soldiering in ono 
i.y among his troops than t hoy would loarn in a, 
eok iii a ramp of instruction. 1 therefore asked 
lat. all troops in oat ups of instruction in f ho North¬ 
east. bo sold- to him. Sherman also waufod to bo 
rsured 11md no Mast oru t r< >ops woro moving out. 
?ainst hint. I informed him of what I had done, 
td assured hint that I would hold all tho troops 
toro Utah it- was possible for me to hotel, and Utah 
[> to that timo none had gone. I also informed 
m\ that his real danger was from Kirhy Smith, 
ho eommanded the t raus-Mississippi Department. 
Smith should escape Steele and get across tho 
ississippi River, In* might move against hint. 1 
id, therefore, asked to have an expedition ready 
► move from Now Orleans against Mobile in ease 
irby Smith should get across, This would have a. 
mdene.y to draw him to tin* defense of that plane, 
i stead of going against Sherman, 

Right in the- midst of all these embarrassments 
.ulleek informed me that there was an organized 
‘■heme on foot in the North to resist the draft, ami 
iggosted thah it. might beeome ueeessary to draw 
oops from the field to put it down. He also ad~ 
isod taking in sail ami not going too fust. 
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Tlie troops were withdrawn from the north side 
of the James River on the night of the 20th. Be¬ 
fore they were withdrawn, however, and while 
most of Lee’s force was on that side of the river, 
"Warren had "been sent with most of the Fifth Corps 
to capture the Weldon railroad. He took up his 
line of march well hack to the rear, south of the 
enemy, while the troops remaining in the trenches 
extended so as to cover that part of the line which 
he had vacated hy moving out. From our left, 
near the old line, it was about three miles to the 
Weldon railroad. A division was ordered from the 
right of the Petersburg line to reinforce Warren, 
while a division was brought back from the north 
side of the James River to take its place. 

This road was very important to the enemy. The 
limits from which Ms supplies had been drawn 
were already very much contracted, and I knew 
that he must fight desperately to protect it. War¬ 
ren carried the road, though with heavy loss on 
both sides. He fortified his new position, and our 
trenches were then extended from the left of our 
main line to connect with his new one. Lee made 
repeated attempts to dislodge Warren’s corps, but 
without success, and with heavy loss. 

As soon as Warren was fortified and reinforce¬ 
ments reached him, troops were sent south to 
destroy the bridges on the Weldon railroad; and 
with such success that the enemy had to draw in 
wagons, for a distance of about thirty miles, all the 
supplies he got thereafter from that source. It 
was on the 21st that Lee seemed to have given up 
the Weldon railroad as having been lost to him; 
but along about the 24th or 25th he made renewed 
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ni*i*. xv attompts to rooapturo il. Ajjain ho failod, and with 
vary hoavy lossos to him as oomparod with ours. 

On tho ni^ht. of f ho 120th our troops on tho north 
)saf«?Hwi T 'I ;U1H ' S woro withdrawn, and llano,ook 

lwiotHiMi. !(U( j (Jivjnr woro sold south to dosfroy tho Woldon 
railroad. Tlioy worn attaokod on tho l2f>th at 
Koa,ms’s Station, and a ft or dosporato li^htin^ a part 
of our lino ^uvo way, losing tivo piooos of artillory. 
But tho Woldon railroad novor wont out of our 
possossion from tho 18th of August to tin' oloso of 
tlio war. 


CHAPTER XVI 


SHEBIDAN’S ADVANCE — VISIT TO SHERIDAN—SHERI¬ 
DAN’S VICTORY IN THE SHENANDOAH — SHERIDAN’S 
RIDE TO WINCHESTER—CLOSE OF THE CAMPAIGN 
FOR THE WINTER 

W E had our troops on the Weldon railroad 
contending against a large force that re¬ 
garded this road of so much importance that they 
could afford to expend many lives in retaking it; 
Sherman just getting through to Atlanta with great 
losses of men from casualties, discharges, and de¬ 
tachments left along as guards to occupy and hold 
the road in rear of him; Washington threatened hut 
a short time before, and now Early being strength¬ 
ened in the Valley so as, probably, to renew that 
attempt. It kept me pretty active in looking after 
all these points. 

On the 10th of August Sheridan had advanced 
on Early up the Shenandoah Valley, Early f ailin g 
back to Strasburg. On the 12th I learned that Lee 
had sent twenty pieces of artillery, two divisions 
of infantry, and a considerable cavalry force to 
strengthen Early. It was important that Sheridan 
should be informed of this; so I sent the informa¬ 
tion to Washington by telegraph, and directed a 
courier to be sent from there to get the message to 
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Sheridan at all hazards, giving him the information. 
Tho messenger, an officer of tin* army, pushed 
through with great energy and reached Sheridan 
just in time. Tho otficcr wont through by way of 
Snieker’s ( Jap, escorted hy somo cavalry. He found 
Sheridan just making his preparations to attack 
Early in his chosen posit ion. Now, however, ho 
was thrown hack on tIn* defensive. 

On the loth of September 1 started to visit < ten¬ 
oral Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley. My pur¬ 
pose was to have him attack Early, or drive him 
out- of the Valley and destroy that source of sup¬ 
plies for heels army. 1 knew if was impossible for 
me to get orders through Washington to Sheridan 
to make a, move, because they would be shipped 
there, and such orders as 1 iatleekls caution (and 
that of the Secretary of Whir) would suggest would 
he given instead, amt would no doubt be contra¬ 
dictory to mine, t therefore, without stopping at 
Washington, went directly through to < ’hades- 
town, some fen miles nho\e Harper's Kerry, and 
waited there to see ( General Sheridan, having sent 
a courier in advance 1 jo inform him where to 
meet me. 

When Sheridan arrived I asked him if he had a 
map showing the posit ions of his army and that of 
tho enemy, lie at once drew one out of his side- 
pocket, showing all roads and streams, and the 
camps of (he two armies. He said that if he had 
permission he would move so and so (pointing out 
how) against, f he ( WniVderates, and that he could 
“whip them” Before starting 1 had drawn up a 
plan of campaign tor Sheridan, which I had brought, 
with me; but, smug that he was so clear and so 
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positive in his views, and so confident of success, I chap, xvi 
said nothing about this, and did not take it out of 
my pocket. 

Sheridan’s wagon-trains were kept at Harper’s 
Ferry, where all of his stores were. By keeping 
the teams at that place, their forage did not have 
to he hauled to them. As supplies of ammunition, 
provisions, and rations for the men were wanted, 
trains would he made up to deliver the stores to 
the commissaries and quartermasters encamped at 
Winchester. Knowing that he, in making prepara¬ 
tions to move at a given day, would have to bring 
up wagon-trains from Harper’s Ferry, I asked him 
if he could he ready to get off by the following 
Tuesday. This was on Friday. “ Oh yes,” he said, 
he “ could he off before daylight on Monday.” I 
told him then to make the attack at that time and 
according to his own plan; and I immediately 
started to return to the army about Richmond. 

After visiting Baltimore and Burlington, Hew Jer¬ 
sey, I arrived at City Point on the 19th. 

On the way out to Harper’s Ferry I had met 
Mr. Robert Garrett, president of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad. He seemed very anxious to know 
when workmen might be put upon the road again 
so as to make repairs and put it in shape for run¬ 
ning. It was a large piece of property to have 
standing idle. I told him I could not answer then 
positively, but would try and inform him before a 
great while. On my return Mr. Garrett met me 
again with the same question, and I told him I 
thought that by the following Wednesday he might 
send his workmen out on his road. I gave him no 
further information, however, and he had no sus- 
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chap.xvi pinion of how I exported to have (ht* mud eloured 
for his workmen. 

oxat?n,'M 4 Sheridan moved at the time In* had fixed upon. 

Ho mot. Marly at tin* emssiug of Opequan Crook, 
and won a. most dooish e victory.-one which elec¬ 

trified the country. Marly had invited this attack 
himself by his had geuoraKhip, and made tlx* vic¬ 
tory easy, lie had sent <!. T. Anderson’s division 
east of the nine Ridge before 1 went to Harper’s 
Merry; and about the linn* 1 arrived there ho 
MmnoUMi, Varied with two other divisions (leaving but two 
ln in their camps) to march to Msirtinsburg for the 
purpose of destroying tin* Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad at. that point. Marly here learned that I 
had been with Sheridan, and, supposing there was 
some movement on foot, started back ns soon as 
ho got the information. But his forces were sepa¬ 
rated, and, as I have said, In* was very badly de¬ 
feated. lie fell back to Fisher’s Hill, Sheridan 
following. 

The Valley is narrow at that point, and Marly 
made another stand there, behind works which 
o)'aCuH,'i” extended across. But Sheridan turned both his 
4MSK-WH |]a.nks and again sent him speeding up the Valiev, 
following in hot pursuit. The pursuit was con¬ 
tinued up the Valley to Mount Jackson and New 
Market. Sheridan captured about eleven hundred 
prisoners and sixteen guns. The houses which he 
passed all along the mute wen* fount! to lit* tilled 
with Marly’s wounded, ami the country swarmed 
with his deserters. Finally, on (lit* 2.‘»th, Marly 
turned from the Valley eastward, leaving Sheridan 
at Harrisonburg in undisputed possession, 
ibi&so Now one of the main objeets of the exp<«lition 
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began to be accomplished. Sheridan wont to work 
with his command, gathering in the crops, cattle, 
and everything in the upper part ot“ the Valley 
required by our troops; and especially taking what 
might be of use to the enemy. What ho could not 
take away ho destroyed, so that the enemy would 
not be invited to come back there. I congratulated 
Sheridan upon his recent great victory and had a 
salute of a hundred guns fired in honor of it, the 
guns being aimed at the enemy around Petersburg. 
I also notified the other commanders throughout 
the country, who also fired salutes in honor of his 
victory. 

I had reason to believe that tho administration 
was a little afraid to have a decisive battle fought 
at that time, for fear it might go against us and 
have a bad effect on the November elections. The 
convention which had met and made its nomina¬ 
tion of the Democratic candidate for the Presidency 
had declared the war a failure. Treason was talked 
as boldly in Chicago at that convention as ever it 
had boon, in Charleston. It was a question whether 
the government would then have had the power 
to make arrests and punish those who thus talked 
treason. But this doeisivo victory was the most 
effective campaign argument; made in the canvass. 

Sheridan, in his pursuit, got beyond where they 
could hear from him in Washington, and the Presi¬ 
dent became very much frightened about him. He 
was afraid that the hot pursuit had been a little 
like that of General Oass was said to have been, in 
one of our Indian wars, when he was an officer of 
the army. Cass was pursuing the Indians so closely 
that the first thing he knew he found himself in 
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their front and the Indians pursuit!*; him. The 
President, was afraid (hat Sheridan lia,d *;ot on n 10l 
other side of Marly and that Marly was in Ixdiiml 
him. lit' was afraid that Sheridan \v<is *;ef(in*; so 
fn,r a.wa.y ihaf reinforcements would bo sent, out 
from Richmond io enable Marly to boat him! 1 
replied to (lit* President that I had taken steps to 
prevent Bee from send in*; reinforcements to Marly, 
by attacking tin* fornn>r whom ho was. 

On the 2,Sth of September, to retain Leo in his 
position, I sent On l with the Mi*;h(oonth Corps and 
Hirnoy with tin' Tenth Corps to make an advance 
on Richmond, to threaten it. Ord moved with the 
loft win*; up to Chatrm’s Bluff; Birney with the 
Tonth Corps took a road farther north ; wliih 1 Kant# 
with Hit' cavalry took (In' I>arby road, still farther 
to the north. They #;of across the river by tin' next; 
mornin*;, and made an effort to surprise (lie enemy. 
In that, however, they were unsuccessful. 

The enemy’s lines were very stron*; and very in¬ 
tricate. Mtannurd’s division of the Mi*;hjoen<h 
Corps, with Ueneral Burnham’s brigade Ieadiu*;, 
Irii'd an assault against Mori Harrison, and cap- 
hired it with sixteen *;uns and a. *;ood many prison¬ 
ers. Burnham was killed in the assault. Colonel 
Stevens, who succeeded him, was badly wounded; 
and his successor also fell in the same wav. Some 
works to the ri*;hf and left were also carried with 
the *;uns in them—six in number— ami a few more 
prisoners. Birney’s troops to the ri*;hf captured 
the enemy’s intrenched picket-lines, but were un- 
successlnl in their efforts upon the main line. 

Our troops tort iiied 1 heir now posit ion, brin*;in*; 
Fort. Harrison into the new line and extendin*; it 
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to the river. This brought us pretty close to the 
enemy on the north side of the Janies, and the two 
opposing lines maintained their relative positions 
to the close of the siege. 

In the afternoon a further attempt was made to 
advance, but it failed. Ord fell badly wounded, 
and had to be relieved; the command devolved 
upon General Heckman, and later General Weitzel 
was assigned to the command of the Eighteenth 
Corps. During the night Lee reinforced his troops 
about Fort Gilmer, which was at the right of Fort 
Harrison, by transferring eight additional brigades 
from Petersburg, and attempted to retake the 
works which we had captured by concentrating 
ten brigades against them. All their efforts failed, 
their attacks being all repulsed with veiy heavy 
loss. In one of these assaults upon us General 
Stannard, a gallant officer, who was defending Fort 
Harrison, lost an arm. Our casualties during these 
operations amounted to 394 killed, 1554 wounded, 
and 324 missing. 

While this was going on General Meade was in¬ 
structed to keep up an appearance of moving troops 
to our extreme left. Parke and Warren were kept 
with two divisions, each under arms, ready to move, 
leaving their inclosed batteries manned, with a 
scattering line on the other intrenehments. The 
object of this was to prevent reinforcements from 
going to the north side of the river. Meade was 
instructed to watch the enemy closely and, if Lee 
weakened his lines, to make an attack. 

On the 30th these troops moved out, under War¬ 
ren, and captured an advanced intrenched camp at 
Peeble’s farm, driving the enemy back to the main 
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jhav.xvi lint*. Our troops followed and made mi attaek in 
the hope of carrying the enemy's main line; hut. in 
t his they were tmsuoeessful ami lost a large number 
of men, mostly captured. The number of killed 
ami wounded was not large. The next day our 
troops advaneed again and established themselves, 
intrenehing a new lint' about a milt* in front of the 
enemy. This advaneed Warren’s position on the 
Weldon railroad very considerably. 

Sheridan, having driven tin' enemy out of the 
Valley, ami taken the productions of tin* Valley, so 
that instead of going there for supplies the enemy 
would have to bring his provisions with him if ho 
again entered it, recommended a reduction of his 
sum mo 1 owu the surplus to be sent where it could be 

,J,W of more use. I approved of his suggestion, and 
ordered him to send Wright’s corps back to the 
James River. 1 further directed him to repair the 
railroad up the Shenandoah Valley toward the ad¬ 
vanced position, which we would hold with a small 
force. Tin* troops were to be sent to Washington 
by the way of Culpeper, in order to watch tlie east 
side of the Blue Ridge, and prevent t he enemy from 
getting into the roar of Sheridan while he was still 
doing his work of dost met ion. 

The Valley was so very important, however, to 
the Confederate army that, contrary to our expec¬ 
tations, they determined to make one more strike, 
and save it, if possible, before the supplies should 
be all dostroyod. Reinforcements were sent, there¬ 
fore, to Early, ami this before any of our troops 
had been withdrawn. Early prepared to strike 
Sheridan at Harrisonburg; but the latter had not. 
remained there. 
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On the 6th of October Sheridan commenced re¬ 
tiring down the Valley, taking or destroying all the 
food and forage, and driving the cattle before him, 
Early following. At Fisher’s Hill Sheridan turned 
his cavalry back on that of Early, which, under the 
lead of Rosser, was pursuing closely, and routed it 
most completely, capturing eleven guns and a large 
number of prisoners. Sheridan lost only about 
sixty men. His cavalry pursued the enemy back 
some twenty-five miles. On the 10th of October 
the march down the Valley was again resumed, 
Early again following. 

I now ordered Sheridan to halt, and to improve 
the opportunity, if afforded by the enemy’s having 
been sufficiently weakened, to move back again and 
cut the James River Canal and Virginia Central 
railroad. But this order had to go through Wash¬ 
ington, where it was intercepted; and when Sheri¬ 
dan received what purported to be a statement of 
what I wanted him to do, it was something entirely 
different. Halleck informed Sheridan that it was 
my wish for him to hold a forward position as a 
base from which to act against Charlottesville and 
' G-ordonsville; that he should fortify this position 
and provision it. 

Sheridan objected to this most decidedly; and I 
was impelled to telegraph him, on the 14th, as 
follows: 

City Point, Virginia, 
October 14, 1864, 12: 30 p.m. 
Major-General Sheridan, 

Cedar Creek, Virginia: 

What I want is for you to threaten the Virginia Central 
railroad and canal in the manner your judgment tells you 
is best, holding yourself ready to advance if the enemy 
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(’hap. xvi draw off fhnr furrrs. If you make (hr enemy hold a 
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fares, it will accomplish ttearh as much as their desfrue- 
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do is to ,srnd lii'iv all flu* torn* yon ran. I drrm a. good 
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limn our division of ea\ airy. 
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Sheridan, having I>«•«■ n summoned to Washington 
city, started on I ho loth, leaving Wright in com¬ 
mand. liix army was thou at Cedar Creek, some 
twenty miles south of Winchester. The next 
morning-, while at Front Royal, Sheridan reeeived 
a, despatch from Wright, saying that a despatch 
from Longstreef to Marly had been intercepted. 
It directed the hitler to be ready to move and to 
crush Sheridan as soon as he, 1 amgxt reet, arrived. 
On the receipt of (his news Sheridan ordered (lie 
cavalry up the Valley to join Wright. 

On the iKIIi of October Marly was ready to 
move, and during the night succeeded in gelting 
ins troops in the rear of our left (lank, which (led 
precipitately ami in great confusion down the 
Valley, losing eighteen pieces of artillery and a 
thousand or more prisoners. The rigid, under 
Oeneral defly, maintained a, firm and steady front, 
falling hack to Middletown, where it took a. position 
and made a, stand. The cavalry weid to the rear, 
seized tin* roads leading to Winchester, and hold 
them for (he use of our troops in falling lawk, 
deneral Wright having ordered a retreat hack to 
that, place. 

Sheridan, having left Washington on the 18th, 
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reached Winchester that night. The following 
morning he started to join his eommund. lie had 
scarcely got out ol’ town when ho mot his men re¬ 
turning in panic from the front, and also heard 
heavy firing to the south. He immediately ordered 
the cavalry at Winchester to bo deployed across 
the Valley to stop the stragglers. Leaving mem¬ 
bers of his sta.1T to lake unroof Winchester and the 
public property there, lie set out with a small es¬ 
cort directly for the scene of baff le. As he met the 
fugitives he ordered them to turn back, reminding 
them that they were going the wrong way. 11 is 
presence soon restored confidence, finding them¬ 
selves worse frightened than hurt, the men did halt 
and turn back. Many of those who had run ton 
miles got back in time to redeem their reputation 
as gallant soldiers before night. 

When Sheridan got to the front he found (lefty and 
Custer still holding their ground (irmly between the 
Confederates and our retreaf ingiroops. Everything 
in the rear was now ordered up. Sheridan at once 
proceeded to intrench his position ; and he awaited 
an assault from the enemy. This was made with 
vigor, and was directed principally against, Emory’s 
corps, which had sustained the principal loss in the 
first attack. By one o’clock t In' at tack was repulsed. 
Early was so badly damaged that he seemed disin¬ 
clined to make another attack, but went to work to 
intrench himself with a view to holding the position 
he had already gained. lie thought, no doubt, that 
Sheridan would bo glad enough to leave him un¬ 
molested; but in this lie was mistaken. 

About the middle of the afternoon Sheridan ad¬ 
vanced. Ho sent his cavalry by both flanks, and 
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chap. XVI they penetrated to the enemy’s rear. The contest 
was close for a time, but at length the left of the 
enemy broke, and disintegration along the whole 
line soon followed. Early tried to rally bis men, 
but they were followed so closely that tliey had to 
give way very quickly every time they attempted 
to make a stand. Our cavalry, having pushed on 
and got in the rear of the Confederates, captured 
twenty-four pieces of artillery, besides retaking 
what had been lost in the morning. This victory 
pretty much closed the campaigning in the Yalley 
of Virginia. All the Confederate troops were sent 
back to Richmond, with the exception of one 
division of infantry and a little cavalry. Wright’s 
corps was ordered back to the Army of the Poto¬ 
mac, and two other divisions were withdrawn from 
the Valley. Early had lost more men in killed, 
wounded, and captured in the Valley than Sheridan 
had commanded from first to last. 

Gen. Hayes On more than one occasion in these engagements 
General R. B. Hayes, who succeeded m© as Presi- 
1877-1880 dent of the United States, bore a veiy honorable 
part. His conduct on the field was marked by 
conspicuous gallantry, as well as the display of 
qualities of a higher order than that of mere per¬ 
sonal daring. This might well have been expected 
of one who could write at the time he is said to 
have done so, “Any officer fit for duty who at this 
crisis would abandon his post to electioneer for a 

Maj. 23d , xr 

Lticoi n oot’ sea ^ Cong’ess, ought to be scalped.” Having 
coi’oct ’ 24 , entered the army as a major of volunteers at the 
(Ten. volt" beginning of the war, General Hayes attained by 
0 BtS’ meritorious service the rank of brevet mai or-general 

GeiLMar.13, , 0 ,, .. 

1865 before its close. 
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e north, side of the James River the enemy 
id Kautz’s cavalry on the 7th of October, 
rove it back with heavy loss in killed, 
d, and prisoners, and the loss of all the 
y. This was followed np by an attack on 
renched infantry line, but was repulsed with 
slaughter. On the 13th a reconnaissance 
nt out by G-eneral Butler, with a view to 
be enemy from some new works he was con¬ 
ag, which resulted in heavy loss to us. 
he 24th I ordered General Meade to attempt 
possession of the South Side railroad, and 
t purpose to advance on the 27th. The at- 
proved a failure, however, the most ad- 
. of our troops not getting nearer than 
six miles of the point aimed for. Seeing 
possibility of its accomplishment, I ordered 
ops to withdraw, and they were all back in 
>rmer positions the next day. 
er, by my directions, also made a demonstra- 
l the north side of the James River in order 
Dort this move, by detaining there the Con- 
;e troops who were on that side. He suc- 
in this, but failed of further results by not 
ng past the enemy’s left before turning in 
Darby road, and by reason of simply coming 
‘nst their lines in place, 
closed active operations around Richmond 
whiter. Of course there was frequent skir- 
g between pickets, but no serious battle was 
near either Petersburg or Richmond. It 
rolong this work to give a detailed account 
that took place from day to day around 
lurg and at other parts of my command, 
>l. II.—15 
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and it would not intorost tho gonoral 

givom All thoso dotaih tun In* round hy jj 
tary studied in a sorios of book', published 
►Soribnors ; Badoaifs history of my oainpaigti 
a,Iso in t ho publirnt ions of t ho War I >oj )a t , 
inoluding l>oth I ho Nat tonal and i kmfoihasj 
ports. 

In I ho la t tor part of Novomhor ( iottorul Il 4 i 
was rol io \«m 1 from I ho oommand of t h<* & 
( ku’ps hy I ho Soorotary of War and ordc* 
Washington, to organ izo and oommnnd a <** 
voloran troops to ho dosignatod tlio First 
H was oxpootod that this would givo him *; 
command to oobporuto with in tho spring, 
my oxpootation,at tho tinny that in tho final 
lions Ilanoook should anvo oil 1 tor up tho Va 1 
olso oast of tho Bluo Ridgo to Lyiiolthurg; 11; 
bolng to mako tho spring campaign tho oh is* * 
war. I oxpootod, with Shorman oomiug* u j; 
tho South, Meade south of iVtersburg ami n 
Richmond, and Thomas's toin r lVtit 
with dopots of suppliox ostahlishod in tho <<h 
part. «>t that State, to iiiovi 1 from tin' diroot; 
Washington <>r the Valley toward hynehhurjj 
would thou lutvo Leo so surrounded that hi, 
plies would ho out off entirely, making it iniju, 
for him to support his army. 

(Joneml Humphreys, olnof of staff of tho 
of the Potomac, was assigned to tho rommi 
tho Second Corps, to succeed Ilitueoek, 
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UPAIGN IN GEORGIA—SHERMAN’S MARCH TO 
! SEA — WAR ANECDOTES — THE MARCH ON 
ANN AH—INVESTMENT OP SAVANNAH—CAPTURE 
SAVANNAH 

ls now return to the operations in the 
ilitary Division of the Mississippi, and ac- 
y Sherman in his march to the sea. 
>ossession of Atlanta hy us narrowed the 
t of the enemy very materially, and cut off 
lis two remaining lines of roads from east 

rt time after the fall of Atlanta Mr. Davis 
Palmetto and Macon and made speeches at 
ice. He spoke at Palmetto on the 20th of 
ler, and at Macon on the 22d. Inasmuch 
id relieved Johnston and appointed Hood, 
id had immediately taken the initiative, it 
•al to suppose that Mr. Davis was disap- 
with General Johnston’s policy. My own 
it is that Johnston acted very wisely: he 
led his men and saved as much of his terri- 
he could, without fighting decisive battles 
1 all might he lost. As Sherman advanced, 
e shown, his army became spread out, until, 
had been continued, it would have been 
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oasy to dostrov it in d«‘t nil. 1 know tlull lioth 
Sherman and I wore rejoiced when wo hoard of the 
change. Hood was unquestionably a bravo, gallant, 
soldier, and not. destitute of ability; but unfor¬ 
tunately his policy was to light the enemy wher¬ 
ever he saw him, without thinking much of the 

eonsequenees of defeat. 

In his speeches Mr. Davis denounced Governor 
Brown, of Georgia, and General Johnston in un¬ 
measured terms, even insinuating that their loy¬ 
alty to the Southern cause was doubtful. So far 
as (leneral Johnston is eoneerned, 1 think Davis 
did him a, great injustice in this particular. I had 
known the general before the war, and strongly be¬ 
lieved it would be impossible for him to accept a 
high commission for the purpose of betraying the 
cause ho had espoused. Then, as I have said, I 
think that, his policy was the best one that could 

have been pursued by tin* whole South. protract 

the war, which was all that was necessary to ('li¬ 
able them to gain recognition in the end. The 
North was already growing weary, as tin' South 
evidently was also, but with this difference. In 
the North the people governed, mid could stop 
hostilities whenever they chose to stop supplies. 
The South was a military camp, controlled abso¬ 
lutely by the government with soldiers to back it, 
and the war could have been protracted, no matter 
to what, extent tin* discontent reached, up to the 
point, of open mutiny of the soldiers themselves. 
Mr. Davis’s speeches were frank appeals to the 
people of Georgia and that portion of tin* South to 
come to their relief. He tried to assure his fright¬ 
ened hearers that the Yankees were rapidly digging 
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their own graves; that measures were already chai-. xvii 
being taken to cut ihoin off from .supplies from (ho 
North; and that, with a form in front and cut off 
from the rear, they must soon starve in tin* midst, 
of a hostile people. Papers containing reports of 
these speeches immediately reached the Northern 
States, and they were republished. Of course that 
caused no alarm so long as telegraphic communica¬ 
tion was kept up with Sherman. 

When Hood was forced to retreat from A tlan I a. 
he moved to the southwest, ami was followed by a XX w' l x ’ 11 
portion of Sherman’s army. Ho soon appeared 
upon the railroad in Sherman’s roar, and with his 
whole army began destroying the road. At the 
same time, also, the work was begun in Tennessee 
and Kentucky which Mr. Da,vis had assured his 
hearers at Palmetto anil Macon would take place. 

Ho ordered Forrest (about, the ablest, cavalry gen¬ 
eral in the South) north for this purpose; and For¬ 
rest and Wheeler carried out their orders with 
more or less destruction, occasionally picking up 
a garrison. Forrest., indeed, performed tin* very 
remarkable feat of capturing, with cavalry, two x 'J' x , j x 
gunboats and a number of transports, something mHW " m 
the accomplishment, of which is very hard to ac¬ 
count for. flood’s army had been weakened by 
Governor Brown’s withdrawing the Georgia State 
troops for the purpose of gathering in the season’s 
crops for the use of the people and for the use of 
the army. This not only depleted Hood’s forces, 
but it served a most excellent, purpose in gathering 
in supplies of food and forage for the use of our 
army in its subsequent, march. Sherman was 
obliged to push on with his force and go himself 
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with portions of it hither and thither, until if, was 
clearly demons!rated to him that with fho army he 
then laid if- would ho impossible to hold the lino 
from Atlanta hark and leave hint any torn* what¬ 
ever with which to take the offensive. 1 lad that 
plan been adhered to, very large reinforcements 
would have been necessary ; and Mr. Da-vis’s pre¬ 
diction of the destruction of the army would have 
been realized, or else Sherman would have been 
obliged to make' a- sueeessful retreat, whieh Mr. 
.Davis said in his speeches would prove more 
disastrous than Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow. 

These speeches of Mr. Davis were not long in 
reaching Sherman. He took ad\antage of the in- 
format ion they gave, and made all fin 4 preparation 
possible for him to make to meet what now became 
expected— attempts to break his eommunieations. 
Something else had to be done ; and to Sherman’s 
sensible and soldierly mind the idea was not long 
in dawning upon him, not only that something 
else had to be done, but what that something else 
should be. 

On September 1 Oth I telegraphed Sherman as 
follows: 

(*m Point, Viruima, 

September It), 18f>4. 

M AJ< m-( i UN KR A h S11KKM AN\ 

Atlanta, < Georgia : 

So soon as your men are sufficient ly rested* and prepara¬ 
tions can he made* it is desirable that another campaign 
should be commenced. We want to keep the enemy con¬ 
stantly pressed to the end of the war. If we give him no 
peace whilst tin* war lasts* f he mid cannot he distant. Now 
that we have all of Meddle Bay that is valuable, I do not 
know hut it will he the best move to transfer Dauby’s 
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troops to act upon Savannah, whilst you move on Augusta. 
I should like to hear from you, however, in this matter. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Sherman replied promptly: 

If I could he sure of finding provisions and ammuni¬ 
tion at Augusta or Columbus, Georgia, I can march to 
Milledgeville, and compel Hood to give up Augusta or 
Macon, and then turn on the other. . . . If you can man¬ 
age to take the Savannah River as high up as Augusta, 
or the Chattahoochee as far up as Columbus, I can sweep 
the whole State of Georgia. 

On the 12th I sent a special messenger, one 
of my own staff, with a letter inviting Sherman’s 
views about the next campaign. 

City Point, Virginia, 
September 12, 1864. 

Major-General W. T. Sherman, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi: 

I send Lieutenant-Colonel Porter, of my staff, with this. 
Colonel Porter will explain to you the exact condition of 
affairs here better than I can do in the limits of a. letter. 
Although I feel myself strong enough for offensive opera¬ 
tions, I am holding on quietly to get advantage of recruits 
and convalescents, who are coming forward very rapidly. 
My lines are necessarily very long, extending from Deep 
Bottom north of the James across the peninsula formed 
by the Appomattox and the James, and south of the Ap¬ 
pomattox to the Weldon road. This line is very strongly 
fortified, and can be held with comparatively few men, but 
from its great length takes many in the aggregate. I pro¬ 
pose, when I do move, to extend my left so as to control 
what is known as the South Side, or Lynchburg and 
Petersburg, road, then, if possible, to keep the Danville 
road cut. At the same time this move is made, I want to 
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hap, xvii send a force of from six to fi*n thousand men against 
Wilmington. 

The way I propo.se to do this is to land the men north 
of Fort Fisher, and hold that point. At the same time a 
large naval fleet will he assembled then*, and tin* ironclads 
will run the batteries as they did at Mobile. This will give 
us the same emit red of the* harbor of Wilmington that we 
now have of the harbor of Mobile. What you are to do 
with the force's at your command 1 do met see. The diffi¬ 
culties of supplying your army, except when yon are* con¬ 
stantly moving, beyond where you are, 1 plainly see. If 
it had not been for Prie*e*s mo\ememts, Panin would have 
sent twelve* thousand more men to Meddle, From your 
command on the Mississippi an equal number could have 
beam takem. With these forees my ideal we add have been 
to divide* them, sending one* half to Mobile* ami the other 
half to Savannah. You could then move* as proposed 
in your telegram, so as to threaten Macon and Augusta 
equally. Whiehev<*r was abandoned by tin* enemy von 
could take* and open up a new base of supplies. Mv ob¬ 
ject now in sending a stuffmfHeer is not so much to suggest 
operations for you as tee get your views and have* plans 
matured by the time* everything ran b«* got ready. It will 
probably he* the* fdh of October be*fore* any e>f the plans 
heredn indicated will be* expended. 

If you have any promotions to recommend, send the 
name's forward and I will approve* them. . . . 

r. S. UltANT, 

l/inth mtnt-Gmmil. 


w. it. 

[xxix on 
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This ronehed Sherman on Hop!ember 20th. 

On I In* 2fdh of September Sherman reported to 
Washington that Hood's troops were* in his rear. 
He had provieieel against t Ins by sending a division 
to Chattanooga anel a division lev Rome, Georgia, 
whiedt was in the* rear of Hood, supposing that 
Hood would fall baek in the direetion from whiedt 
1m had eome to reneh the rnilroael At the same 
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time Sherman and Hood kept np a correspondence 
relative to the exchange of prisoners, the treatment 
of citizens, and other matters suitable to be ar¬ 
ranged between hostile commanders in the field. 
On the 27th of September I telegraphed Sherman 
as follows: 

City Point, Virginia, 
September 27, 1864, 10 : 30 a.m. 
Major-General Sherman : 

I have directed all recruits and new troops from the 
Western States to be sent to Nashville, to receive their 
further orders from you. . . . 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant- General. 

On the 29th Sherman sent Thomas back to Chat¬ 
tanooga, and afterward to Nashville, with another 
division (Morgan’s) of the advanced army. Sher¬ 
man then suggested that, when he was prepared, 
his movements should take place against Milledge- 
ville and then to Savannah. His expectation at 
that time was to make this movement as soon as 
he could get up his supplies. Hood was moving in 
his own country, and was moving light, so that he 
could make two miles to Sherman’s one. He de¬ 
pended upon the country to gather his supplies, 
and so was not affected by delays. 

As I have said, until this unexpected state of 
affairs happened, Mobile had been looked upon as 
the objective point of Sherman’s army. It had 
been a favorite move of mine from 1862, when 
I first suggested to the then commander-in-chief 
that the troops in Louisiana, instead of frittering 
away their time in the trans-Mississippi, should 
move against Mobile. I recommended this from 
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cnAi-.xvu ti mo i() film' uniil i came into command of (bo 
army, the last ot March, I St 11. Having f ho j >ower 
xxxiVti) ' n ni -V hands, ! nmv ordered f hu concentration 
() | .supplies, stores, and troops in the Department of 
the (1 u 1 f a hold New Orleans, with a view to a move 
against Mohile, in support oj, and in eon.juiietion 
with, the other arndes operating in the field. Be¬ 
fore I came info command these troops had been 
scattered ever the t rans-Mississippi idepartinenf in 
such a way that they could imf he, <>r were not 
gotten hack in tntie to take a u \ part in flu* original 
movement ; hence the consideration which had 
caused Mobile to he selected as the objective point 
for Sherman’s army, to find his next base of sup¬ 
plies utter having cut loose from Atlanta, no longer 
existed. 

Moumiro,fi, Leueial ft. M. 1 )<xigi', an cxeeedinglv efficient 

M officer, having I.. badly wounded, had to leave 

the army about (he 1st of October. He was in 
command ot two d i \ isious o| the Si x teen t h (*orps 
consolidated info one. Sherman then divided his 
army into the right and lett wings fhe right com¬ 
manded by General O. O. Howard and the left by 
Heiicral Slocum. Oemo-al Dodge's (wo divisions 
wore assigned, one to each of these wings. How¬ 
ard's command embra.1 the Fifteenth and Seven¬ 

teenth corps, and Slocum’s the Fount cent h and 
Twontief!i corps, commanded by (lenerals Jeff. 0. 
iimimiuru;. Ihivis iiud A. S. Williams, (lenerals Logan and 
Mny 1 ?, iwii Blair commanded the two cor]is composing the 
right wing. About this time they left to take part 
in the Presidential election, which took place* (.hat, 
year, leaving their corps to Osferhausand Ransom. 

I have no doubt that their leaving was at the ear- 
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nest solicitation of the War Department. General chap, xvn 
Blair got back in time to resume his command and 
;o proceed with it throughout the march to the sea 
md back to the grand review at Washington. 

General Logan did not return to his command 
mtil after it reached Savannah. 

Logan felt very much aggrieved at the transfer 
)f General Howard from that portion of the Army 
)f the Potomac which was then with the Western 
irmy, to the command of the Army of the Ten- 
lessee, with which army General Logan had served 
rom the battle of Belmont to the fall of Atlanta— 
laving passed successively through all grades from 
iolonel commanding a regiment to general com- 
nanding a brigade, division, and army-corps, until, 
lpon the death of McPherson, the command of the 
mtire Army of the Tennessee devolved upon him 
n the midst of a hotly contested battle. He con¬ 
served that he had done his full duty as commander 
n that engagement; and I can bear testimony, 
xom personal observation, that he had proved 
limself fully equal to all the lower positions which 
le had occupied as a soldier. I will not pretend to 
question the motive which actuated Sherman in 
;aking an officer from another army to supersede 
xeneral Logan. I have no doubt whatever that 
le did this for what he considered would bo to the 
jood of the service, which was moi'e important than 
hat the personal feelings of any individual should 
ot be aggrieved; though I doubt whether he had 
m officer with him who could have filled the place 
is Logan would have done. Differences of opinion 
nust exist between the best of Mends as to policies 
n war, and of judgment as to men’s fitness. The 


2:.u> 


<)UAT. XVU 


Hluhrmati, 

146 


Crw, 

DiivIn’m mil 
It ary 


W. It. 

XXXIX (I) 

581, HOU 


PERSONAL MEMOIRS oE L. S. GRANT 

officer who has the (MumimiHl, however, should ho 
allowed to judge of the fitness of the officers under 
him, unless lie is very manifestly wrong. 

Sherman’s army, after all tho depletions, num¬ 
bered about sixty thousand effeetive men. All 
weak men had boon left to hold the rear, and those 
remaining were not only well men, hut strong and 
hardy, so that lie had sixty thousand as good soldiers 
as ever trod the earth; hotter than any Kuropean 
soldiers, boeause they not only worked like a 
maehine, but the maehine thought. European 
armies know very little what they are fighting for, 
and earn less. Included in these sixty thousand 
troops there were two small di visions of cavalry, 
numbering altogether about four thousand men. 
Hood had about thirty-live to forty thousand men, 
independent of Forrest, whose forces wen 4 operat¬ 
ing in Tennessee and Kentucky, us Mr. Davis had 
promised they should. This pari of Mr, Da,vis’s 
military plan was admirable, and promised the best 
results of any tiling he eonld have done, uncording 
to my judgment. 1 say this because I have crit¬ 
icized his military judgment in the removal of 
Johnston, ami also in tin 4 appointment of Hood. 
I am aware, however, that there was high feeling 
existing at that, time between Davis and his sub¬ 
ordinate, whom I regarded as one of his ablest 
lieutenants. 

On tin* fit h of October the railroad baek from 
Atlanta, was again very badly broken, Hood having 

got on the traek with his army. Sherman saw after 
night, from a high point* the road burning for 

miles. The defense of tin 4 railroad by our troops 
was very gallant, but they eonld not hold points 
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between their intrenched positions against Hood’s 
whole army. In fact, they made no attempt to do 
so; bnt generally the intrenched positions were 
held, as well as important bridges, and stores 
located at them. Allatoona, for instance, was de¬ 
fended by a small force of men under the command 
of General Corse, one of the very able and efficient 
volunteer officers produced by the war. He, with 
a small force, was cut off from the remainder of the 
National army, and was attacked with great vigor 
by many times his own number. Sherman from 
his high position could see the battle raging, with 
the Confederate troops between him and his sub¬ 
ordinate. He sent men, of course, to raise the 
temporary siege, but the time that would be ne¬ 
cessarily consumed in reaching Corse would be 
so great that all occupying the intrenchments 
might be dead. Corse was a man who would 
never surrender. From a high position some of 
Sherman’s signal corps discovered a signal-flag 
waving from a hole in the block-house at Al¬ 
latoona. It was from Corse. He had been shot 
through the face, but he signaled to his chief a 
message which left no doubt of his determination 
to hold his post at all hazards. It was at this 
point, probably, that Sherman first realize^ that 
with the forces at his disposal the keeping open of 
his line of communications with the North would 
be impossible if he expected to retain any force 
with which to operate offensively beyond Atlanta. 
He proposed, therefore, to destroy the roads back 
to Chattanooga, when all ready to move, and leave 
the latter place garrisoned. Yet, before abandoning 
the railroad, it was necessary that he should repair 
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(failing's already .leu,., and hold the road unlil ho 
<'nu!«I get forward Mich supplies, ordnance stores 
and small rations as he wanted <o earry with him’ 
on liis proposed march, and to return to the north 
Ins surplus art illers ; his object being to move light 
an<l to have no more artillery than could he used to 
a<l viintn.uv on ! ho fit*| ( |. 

Shermau thought IIo<h| would foliow him, though 
he proposed to prepare lor the contingency of (h u 

Miter’s moving the other way while he was movin- 
soulh, by making Thomas strong enough to hold 
Tenm,seeand Kentucky. I myself was thoroughly 
wtttslie<| lhat Hood would go north, as he did. On 

the 2 d o| November I telegraphed Sherman, author- 

him <lt»finih»!y to mmm mvordhi^; {<> f} lH pj an 

, ‘ ll:ul . (hat is, cutting hs.se from his 

base, giving up Atlanta ami the railroad hack to 
('hattanooga. To st r,-ngt lien Thomas he sent Stan¬ 
ley (honrth Corps) hack, and also ordered Scho¬ 
field, commanding the Armv of the Ohio twelve 
thousand strong, to report to him. In addition to 
llus,^A. .J. Smith, who, with t wo divisions of Sher- 
nian’s army, was in .Missouri aiding Iu.seeruns in 
driving the enemy from that State, was under 
orders to return to Thomas, and, under the most, 
unfavorable circumstances, might he expected to 

arrive (here long before ..J could reach Nashville. 

In addifion to this the new lc\ ies of troops tlmt 
were hemg raised in the Northwest Went foThonuis 
as rapidly as enrolled and equipped. Thomas, with¬ 
out au> o! these additions spoken of, had a garrison 
at, Chattanooga which had been strengthened by 
one division-.-and garrisons at Bridgeport, Steven¬ 

son, Decatur, Murfreesboro’, and Florence. There 
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were already with him in Nashville ten thousand 
soldiers in round numbers, and many thousands of 
employees in the quartermaster’s and other depart¬ 
ments who could be put in the intrenchments in 
front of Nashville, for its defense. Also, Wilson was 
there with ten thousand dismounted cavalrymen, 
who were being equipped for the field. Thomas 
had at this time about forty-five thousand men 
without any of the reinforcements here above 
enumerated. These reinforcements gave him al¬ 
together about seventy thousand men, without 
counting what might be added by the new levies 
already spoken of. 

About this time Beauregard arrived upon the 
field, not to supersede Hood in command, but to 
take general charge over the entire district in which 
Hood and Sherman were, or might be, operating. 
He made the most frantic appeals to the citizens for 
assistance to be rendered in every way: by sending 
reinforcements, by destroying supplies on the line 
of march of the invaders, by destroying the bridges 
over which they would have to cross, and by, in 
every way, obstructing the roads to tli eir front. But 
it was hard to convince the people of the propriety 
of destroying supplies which were so much needed 
by themselves, and each one hoped that his own 
possessions might escape. 

Hood soon started north, and went into camp 
near Decatur, Alabama, where he remained until 
the 29th of October, but without making an attack 
on the garrison of that place. 

The Tennessee Biver was patrolled by gunboats 
from Muscle Shoals east, and also beiow the 
second shoals out to the Ohio Biver. These, with 
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the troops ihaf might lx* concent rated from the 
garrisons along Ilia river at any point where Flood 
might choose to attempt to cross, nmdo if impos¬ 
sible for him to cross tin* Tennessee at any place 

whoiv it was navigable. But Muscle Shoals is not 
navigable, and bolow thorn again is another shoal 
whicdi also obstmots navigation. Hood therefore 
movod down to a point nearly opposite Florence, 
Alabama, crossed over, and remained there for 
some time, eolleeling supplies of food, forage, and 
ammunition. All of those had to eonte from a 
considerable distance south, because the region in 
which he was then situated was mountainous, with 
small valleys which produced but little, and what 
they had produced had long since been exhausted. 
On the 1st of November 1 suggested to Sherman— 
and also asked his views ihereon —-the propriety of 
destroying Hood before he started on his campaign. 

On the 2d of November, as stated, I approved def¬ 
initely his making his proposed campaign through 
Oeorgia, leaving Hood behind to the tender morey 
of Thomas and the troops in his eommand. Sher¬ 
man fixed the 10th of November as the day of 
starting. 

Sherman started on that day to get haek to At¬ 
lanta., and on the loth the real mareh to the sea 
commenced. The right wing, under Howard, and 
the envnlry went to Jonesboro 1 ; Milfedgeville, then 
the capital of Georgia, being Sherman's objective 
or stopping-place on the way to Savannah. The 
left wing moved to Stone Mountain, along roads 
much farther east than those taken by the right 
wing. Slocum was in command, and threatened 
Augusta as the point to whicdi he was moving; but 
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he was to turn off and meet the right wing at 
Milledgeville. 

Atlanta was destroyed so far as to render it 
worthless for military purposes before starting, 
Sherman himself remaining over a day to super¬ 
intend the work and see that it was well done. 
Sherman’s orders for this campaign were perfect. 
Before starting he had sent hack all sick, disabled, 
and weak men, retaining nothing but the hardy, 
well-inured soldiers to accompany him on his long 
march in prospect. His artillery was reduced 
to sixty-five guns. The ammunition carried with 
them was two hundred rounds for musket and 
gun. Small rations were taken in a small wagon- 
train, which was loaded to its capacity for rapid 
movement. The army was expected to live on the 
country, and to always keep the wagons full of 
forage and provisions against a possible delay of a 
few days. 

The troops, both of the right and left wings, 
made most of their advance along the line of rail¬ 
roads, which they destroyed. The method adopted 
to perform this work was to burn and destroy all 
the bridges and culverts, and for a long distance, 
at places, to tear up the track and bend the rails. 
Soldiers, to do this rapidly, would form a lin e 
along one side of the road with crowbars and poles, 
place these under the rails, and, hoisting all at once, 
turn over many rods of road at one time. The ties 
would then be placed in piles, and the rails, as they 
were loosened, would be carried and put across 
these log-heaps. When a sufficient number of rails 
were placed upon a pile of ties, it would be set on 
fire. This would heat the rails very much more in 
Vol. II.—16 
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the middle—that being over the main part of the 
fire—than at the ends, so that they would naturally 
bend of their own weight; but the soldiers, to in¬ 
crease the damage, would take tongs, and, one or 
two men at each end of the rail, carry it with force 
against the nearest tree and twist it around, thus 
leaving i*ails forming bands to ornament the forest- 
trees of Georgia. All this work was going on at the 
same time, there being a sufficient number of men 
detailed for that purpose. Some piled the logs and 
built the fire; some put the rails upon the fire; 
while others would bend those that were sufficiently 
heated: so that, by the time the last bit of road was 
tom up that it was designed to destroy at a certain 
place, the rails previously taken up were already 
destroyed. 

The organization for supplying the army was 
very complete. Each brigade furnished a company 
to gather supplies of forage and provisions for the 
command to which they belonged. Strict injunc¬ 
tions were issued against pillaging, or otherwise 
unnecessarily annoying the people; but everything 
in shape of food for man and forage for beast was 
taken. The supplies were turned over to the 
brigade commissary and quartermaster, and were 
issued by them to their respective commands pre¬ 
cisely the same as if they had been purchased. 
The captures consisted largely of cattle, sheep, 
poultry, some bacon, corn-meal, often molasses, 
and occasionally coffee or other small rations. 

The skill of these men, called by themselves and 
the array “bummers,” in collecting their loads and 
getting back to their respective commands, was 
marvelous. When they started out in the morning 
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they were always on foot; but scarcely one of them 
returned in the evening without being mounted on 
a horse or mule. These would be turned in for the 
general use of the army, and the next day these 
men would start out afoot and return again in the 
evening mounted. 

Many of the exploits of these men would fall 
under the head of romance; indeed, I am afraid 
that in telling some of their experiences the ro¬ 
mance got the better of the truth upon which the 
story was founded, and that, in the way many of 
these anecdotes are told, very little of the foundation 
is left. I suspect that most of them consist chiefly 
of the fiction added to make the stories better. In 
one instance it was reported that a few men of 
Sherman’s army passed a house where they dis¬ 
covered some chickens under the dwelling. They 
immediately proceeded to capture them, to add to 
the army’s supplies. The lady of the house, who 
happened to be at home, made piteous appeals to 
have these spared, saying they were a few she had 
put away to save, by permission of other parties 
who had preceded, and who had taken all the others 
that she had. The soldiers seemed moved at her 
appeal; but, looking at the chickens again, they 
were tempted, and one of them replied, “ The rebel¬ 
lion must be suppressed if it takes the last chicken 
in the Confederacy,” and proceeded to appropriate 
the last one. 

Another anecdote characteristic of these times 
has been told. The South, prior to the rebellion, 
kept bloodhounds to pursue runaway slaves who 
took refuge in the neighboring swamps, and also to 
hunt convicts. Orders were issued to kill all these 
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jinimals as they were met with. On one occasion 
a. soldier picked up a poodle, tho favorite pet of its 
mistress, and was carrying it off to execution when 
the lady made a, strong appeal to him to spare it. 
Tin' soldier replied, u Madam, our orders are to kill 
every bloodhound.” u But this is not a blood¬ 
hound,” said the lady. u \W11, madam, we cannot 
tell what it will grow into if we leave it. behind,” 
said t he soldier as lie went off with it. 

Not wit (islanding t best' aneedotes, and the neces¬ 
sary hardship I hey would seem to imply, I do not 
believe there was mueh unwarrantable pillaging, 
considering that we wen* in the enemy's territory 
and without any supplies except sneli as the country 
a. (Ton led. 

On the 2 lid Sherman, with the left wing, reached 
Millodgevillo. The right wing was not far off, hut 
proeeeded on its way toward Savannah, destroying 
the road as it went. The troops at Milledgevillo 
remained over ndaw, to destroy factories, buildings 
used for military purposes, etc., before resuming 
their march. 

The governor, who hud been almost defying Mr. 
Davis before this, now fled precipitately, as did the 
Legislature of the State and adl the State oilmens. 
The governor, Sherman says, was eareful to earry 
away even his garden vegetables, while he left the 
archives of the Statin to full into our hands. The 
only military force* that was opposed to Sherman’s 
forward march was the Georgia militia, a division 
under the command of General G. W. Smith, and a 
battalion under Harry Wayne. Neither the quality 
of the forces nor their number was sufficient to 
even retard the progress of Sherman’s army. 
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The people at the South became so frantic at this chap, xvu 
time at the successful invasion of Georgia that they M S emoSs n 
took the cadets from the military college and added 188_19 ® 
them to the ranks of the militia. They even lib¬ 
erated the State convicts, under promise from them 
that they would serve in the army. I have but little 
doubt that the worst acts that were attributed to 
Sherman’s army were committed by these convicts, 
and by other Southern people who ought to have 
been under sentence,—such people as could be 
found in every community, North and South,—who 
took advantage of their country being invaded to 
commit crime. They were in but little danger of 
detection, or of arrest even if detected. 

The Southern papers, in commenting upon Sher¬ 
man’s movements, pictured him as in the most 
deplorable condition, stating that his men were 
starving, that they were demoralized and wander¬ 
ing about almost without object, aiming only to 
reach the sea-coast and get under the protection of 
our navy. These papers got to the North and had 
more or less effect upon the minds of the people, 
causing much distress to all loyal persons —partic¬ 
ularly to those who had husbands, sons, or brothers 
with Sherman. Mr. Lincoln, seeing these accounts, 
had a letter written asking me if I could give him 
anything that he could say to the loyal people that 
would comfort them. I told him there was not the 
slightest occasion for alarm; that with sixty thou¬ 
sand such men as Sherman had with him, such a 
commanding officer as he was could not be cut off 
in the open country. He might possibly be pre¬ 
vented from reaching the point he had started out 
to reach, but he would get through somewhere and 
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Chap. xvn would iliiiiily tfei to his chosen dostinatiou; and 
ovon it’ worst ('amo to worst ho could return North. 
.1 hoard afterward of Mr. Lincoln 1 * saying, to those 
who would inquire of him as to what ho thought 
a,bout the safety of Sherman's army, that Shertnau 
was all riiihl : “<«ranf says they are safe with such 
a general, and that if they cannot ^of out, where 
they want to, they can crawl hack by the hole they 
went in at.” 

Mi‘mT>ir”'li While at Miliedtfevillo the soldiers met at, the 
lw ' Slate House, organized a legislature, and proceeded 
to business precisely as if they were the legisla¬ 
tive body belong u# to the State of (Jeor^ia. The 
debates were exciting, and were upon tho subject 
of the situation the South was in at that, time, 
particularly the State of tleorgin. Tiny went so 
far as to repeal, after a spirited and acrimonious 
debate, the ordinance of secession. 
n«v. min The next day (21th) Sherman continued his 
march, tfoin# by the way of Waynesboro 1 and 
Louisville, Milieu beinjJC the next objective, and 
where the two columns (the rijjht and left win#*) 
were to meet. The left winj; moved to the left of 
the direct mud, and the cavalry still farther off, so 
as to make it look as though Augusta was the 
point they were aiming for. .They moved on all 
the roads they could find leading in that direction. 
The cavalry was sent to make a rapid march in 
hope of surprising Milieu before the t'uion prisoners 
could be carried away; but they failed in this. 

The distance from Milh^d^eville to Milieu was 
0110 hundred miles. At this point Wheeler, 
101 who had boon ordered from Tennessee, arrived and 
swelled the numbers and efficiency of the troops 
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confronting Sherman. Hardee, a native of Georgia, chap, xvii 
also came, but brought no troops with him. It was 
intended that he should raise as large an army as 
possible with which to intercept Sherman’s march. 

He did succeed in raising some troops, and, with 
these and those under the command of Wheeler 
and Wayne, had an army sufficient to cause some w?SS.. 
annoyance, but no great detention. Our cavalry ^tSfem’ 
and Wheeler’s had a pretty severe engagement, in Ga " 
which Wheeler was driven toward Augusta, thus 
giving the idea that Sherman was probably making 
for that point. 

Millen was reached on the 3d of December, and w.b.xuv, 
the march was resumed the following day for Sa¬ 
vannah, the final objective. Bragg had now been 
sent to Augusta with some troops. Wade Hamp¬ 
ton was there also, trying to raise cavalry sufficient 
to destroy Sherman’s army. If he ever raised a 
force it was too late to do the work expected of it. 

Hardee’s whole force probably numbered less than 
ten thousand men. 

From Millen to Savannah the country is sandy 
and poor, and affords but very little forage other 
than rice-straw, which was then growing. This 
answered a very good purpose as forage, and the 
rice-grain was an addition to the soldiers’ rations. 

No further resistance worthy of note was met with, 
until within a few miles of Savannah. This place 
was found to be intrenched and garrisoned. Sher¬ 
man proceeded at once on his arrival to invest the 
place, and found that the enemy had placed torpe- Memoirs,II, 
does in the ground, which were to explode when 194 
stepped on by man or beast. One of these ex¬ 
ploded under an officer’s horse, blowing the animal 
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to pieeos and touring one of the legs of the officer 
so badly that it had to he amputated. Sherman, 
at onco ordered his prisoners to fin* front, moving 
them ill a. compact body in advance, to either ex¬ 
plode the torpedoes or dig them up. No further 
explosion took place. 

On the 1.0th of December the siege of Savannah 
commenced. Sherman then, betore proceeding any 
further with operations for the enpture of the 
place, started with some troops to open communi¬ 
cation with our fleet, whieh lie expected fo find in 
the lower harbor or as near by as the forts of the 
enemy would permit. In marching to the coast ho 
encountered Fort McAllister, which it was necessary 
to reduce before the supplies In* might find on ship¬ 
board could be made available. Fort McAllister 
was soon captured by an assault made bv General 
Hasson’s division. Communication was then es¬ 
tablished with the fleet. 'Pin* capture of Savan¬ 
nah then only occupied a few days, and involved 
no great loss of lift*. The garrison, however, as 
wo shall see, was enabled to escape by crossing the 
river and moving eastward. 

When Sherman hud opened eommuniofition with 
the fleet ho found there a steamer, whieh I had for¬ 
warded to him, carrying the accumulated mails for 
his army, also supplies which I supposed he would 
bo in need of. (tenoral J. <}. Foster, who com¬ 
manded all the troops south of North Carolina on 
the Atlantic seaboard, visit(><1 General Sherman be¬ 
fore he bad opened communication with the fleet, 
with the view of ascertaining wind, assistance he 
could be to him. Foster returned immediately 
to his own headquarters at. Hilton Head, for the 
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so of muling Sherman mego-guns, and also, 
►should find ho laid thorn to spuro, supplies 
tiling hard broad, oto., thinking lhal fhoso 
w might not bo found outsido. Tho mail on 
oanior whieh 1 sont down had boon oollooiod 
lone] A. II. Ma.rkla.nd, of tho Posl-oHioo Do- 
ont, who wont in charge of if. On this 
vossol I sonf. an olltioor of my staff (Lion- 
b Dunn) with tho following lot tor to Uonoral 
urn: 


Pity Point, Vikuinia, 
iKmubcr S, 

-Uknkhal W. T. Shehman, 

unmandiug Armies near Savannah, Ueorgia : 

little information gleaned from flit* Southern press 
in^ no great obstacle to your progress, I have 
d your mails (whieh had horn previously collected 
-imore by Poland Markland, Speeial Agent of the 
flee Department) to be sent as far as the blockading 
on oft Savannah, to be forwarded to you as soon as 
Vom on the coast. 

liking to rejoiee before the victory is assured, 1 ah 
*om congratulating you and thost 4 under your rotu¬ 
nd il bottom has beam struek. 1 have never find a 
>wever, for the result, 

% you left Atlanta no very great, progress lias been 
ere. The enemy has been elosely watehed, though, 
evented from detaching against you. I think not 
n has gone from here, except some twelve or fifteen 
d dismounted eavalrv, Bragg has gone from Wil¬ 
li, I am trying to take advantage of his ahsenee to 
8ession of that pla.ee. Owing to some preparations 
d Porter and Ueneral But let* are making to blow 
L Fisher (whieh, while hoping for tho best, I do not 
a particle in), there is a dolny in got.fing this expw 
>ff. I hope tiny* will bo ready to start by tho 7th, 
it Bragg will not, have started hark by that time. 
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In tins letter I do not inland to give you anything liko 
directions for fufuiv net ion, lad will at at a a general idea 
1 have, and will get \our views after you haw established 
yourself on fho sen-consl. With your veteran army I hope 
to get <*ontrol of tho only two !h rough routes from east to 
west possessed by the enemy before the fall of Atlanta, 
Tin* condition will be tilled by holding Savannah ami 
Augusta, or by holding any ottier port to tin* east of 
Savannah and 1 Iraneltville, If Wilmington falls, a force 
from there ean cooperate with \«»u. 

Thomas has gut buck into the defenses of Nashville, with 
Hood close upon him. Decatur has been abandoned, and 
ho havt* all the roads except tin* main one leading to 
(diuttunoogu. Part of this falling haek was undoubtedly 
necessary, and all of it may haw been, l! did not look so, 
however, to me. In my opinion Thomas far outnumbers 
Hood in infantry. In cavalry Hood has tlm advantage in 
morale and numbers, I hope yet that Hum! will he badly 
crippled, if not deslroved. The general news you will learn 
from the papers lad ter than 1 eotdd give it. 

After all heroines quiet, and roads breomr so had up 
here that there is likely to he a week or two when nothing 
mm la* done, I will run down tin* roast to see you. If you 
desire it, 1 will ask Mrs, Sherman to go with me. 

Yours truly, 

r, S. ( 11< A NT* 

Liniti mtnt (UneraL 

I quote this letter bemuse it gives flu 4 reader a 
full knowledge of tin* events of that period. 

Sherman now (the loth) returned to Savannah 
to eompleie its investment and ensure the surrender 
of the garrison. Tim eountry about Savannah is 
low and marshy, and the eity was well intrenched 
from the river above to the river below, and as¬ 
saults could not la* made except along a compara¬ 
tively narrow causeway. For this reason assaults 
must have resulted in serious destruction of life to 



CAPTUKE OF SAVANNAH 

the Union troops, with the chance of failing alto¬ 
gether. Sherman therefore decided upon a com¬ 
plete investment of the place. When lie believed 
this investment completed, he summoned the gar¬ 
rison to surrender. General Hardee, who was in 
command, replied in substance that the condition 
of affairs was not such as Sherman had described. 
He said he was in full communication with his 
department, and was receiving supplies constantly. 

Hardee, however, was cut off entirely from all 
communication with the west side of the river, and 
by the river itself to the north and south. On the 
South Carolina side the country was all rice-fields, 
through which it would have been impossible to 
bring supplies—so that Hardee had no possible 
communication with the outside world except by a 
dilapidated plank road starting from the west bank 
of the river. Sherman, receiving this reply, pro¬ 
ceeded in person to a point on the coast where 
General Foster had troops stationed under General 
Hatch, for the purpose of making arrangements 
with the latter officer to go through, by one of the 
numerous channels running inland along that part 
of the coast of South Carolina, to the plank road 
which General Hardee still possessed, and thus to 
cut him off from the last means he had of getting 
supplies, if not of communication. 

While arranging for this movement, and before 
the attempt to execute the plan had been com¬ 
menced, Sherman received information through one 
of his staff-officers that the enemy had evacuated 
Savannah the night before. This was the night of 
the 21st of December. Before evacuating the place 
Hardee had blown up the navy-yard. Some iron- 
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ii ai*. xvn clads had been destroyed, as well as other property 
that might have been valuable l<> us; but ho loft, an 
immense amount of stores untouched, consisting of 
col,ion, railroad cars, workshops, numerous pieces 
of artillery, and several thousand stands of small 
arms. 

A little incident occurred, soon after the fall of 
ti,sixain Savannah, which Sherman relates in his“ Memoirs,” 
and which is worthy of repetition. Savannah was 
one of the points where blockade-runners entered. 
Shortly after the city fell into our possession a 
blockade-runner came sailing up serenely, not 
doubting but the Confederates were still in posses¬ 
sion. It, was not molested, and the captain did not 
find out his mistake until lie had tied up and gone 
to the custom-house, where he found a, new oc¬ 
cupant, of tin' building, and made a less profitable 
disposition of his vessel and cargo than ho had 
expected. 

As there was some dismission as to the author¬ 
ship of Hherman’s march tot he sea, by critics of his 
book when it appeared before the public, 1 want, to 
state here that, no question upon that subject was 
over raised between Ueneral Sherman and myself. 
Circumstances made the plan on which Sherman 
expected to act impracticable, and as commander 
of the forces 1m necessarily had to devise a new one 
which would give more promise of success; con- 
.nte, ii.*57 sequently he recommended the destruction of the 
railroad hack to Chattanooga, anil that, he should 
ho authorized then to move, as he did, from Atlanta 
forward. His suggestions were finally approved, 
although they did not, immediately find favor in 
Washington. Kveii whim it eatne to the time of 
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starting, the greatest apprehension as to the pro¬ 
priety of the campaign he was abont to commence 
filled the mind of the President, induced, no donbt, 
by his advisers. This went so far as to move the 
President to ask me to suspend Sherman’s march 
for a day or two until I could think the matter 
over. My recollection is, though I find no record 
to show it, that out of deference to the President’s 
wish I did send a despatch to Sherman asking him 
to wait a day or two, or else the connections be¬ 
tween us were already cut, so that I could not do 
so. However this may be, the question of who 
devised the plan of march from Atlanta to Savan¬ 
nah is easily answered: it was clearly Sherman, 
and to him also belongs the credit of its brilliant 
execution. It was hardly possible that any one 
else than those on the spot could have devised 
a new plan of campaign to supersede one that did 
not promise success. 1 

I was in favor of Sherman’s plan from the time 
it was first submitted to me. My chief of staff, 
however, was very bitterly opposed to it, and, as 
I learned subsequently, finding that he could 
not move me, he appealed to the authorities at 
Washington to stop it. 
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1 See Appendix, letters of October 11th. 
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AS wo have seen, Hood succeeded in crossing tho 
.1 \ Tennessee River bol wooii M usolo Shoals and tho 
lower shoals at tho ond of October, iHtil. Thomas 
sold Sohofield with tho Fourth and Twenty-third 
corps, together with throo brigades of Wilson’s 
cavalry, to Pulaski to watch hint. On tho 17th 
of November Hood started, and moved in such a 
manner ns to avoid Schofield, thereby turning his 
position. Hood had with him t hree infantry corps, 
commanded respectively by Stephen I). Lei', Stew¬ 
art, and Cheatham. Those, with his cavalry, num¬ 
bered about forty-five thousand men. Schofield 
had, of all arms, about thirty thousand. Thomas’s 
orders were, therefore, for Schofield to watch the 
movements of the enemy, but not to fight a battle 
if he could avoid it.; but to fall back in case of an 
advance on Nashville, and to fight the enemy, as 
he fell back, so as to retard the enemy's movements 
until he could be reinforced by Thomas himself. 
Ah soon as Schofield saw this movement of Hood’s, 
he sent, his trains to the rear, but. did not fall back 
himself until the 21st, and then only to Columbia. 
At Columbia there was a slight skirmish, but no 
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battle. From this place Schofield then retreated to 
Franklin. He had sent his wagons in advance, and 
Stanley had gone with them with two divisions to 
protect them. Cheatham’s corps of Hood’s army 
pursued the wagon-train and went into camp at 
Spring Hill for the night of the 29th. 

Schofield, retreating from Columbia on the 
29th, passed Spring Hill, where Cheatham was 
bivouacked, during the night without molestation, 
though within half a mile of where the Confederates 
were encamped. On the morning of the 30th he 
had arrived at Franklin. 

• Hood followed closely and reached Franklin in 
time to make an attack the same day. The fight 
was very desperate and sanguinary. The Con¬ 
federate generals led their men in the repeated 
charges, and the loss among them was of unusual 
proportions. This fighting continued with great 
severity until long after the night closed in, when 
the Confederates drew off. General Stanley, who 
commanded two divisions of the Union troops, 
and whose troops bore the brunt of the battle, 
was wounded in the fight, but maintained his 
position. 

The enemy’s loss at Franklin, according to 
Thomas’s report, was 1750 buried upon the field by 
our troops, 3800 in the hospital, and 702 prisoners 
besides. Schofield’s loss, as officially reported, was 
189 killed, 1033 wounded, and 1104 captured and 
missing. 

Thomas made no effort to reinforce Schofield at 
Franklin, as it seemed to me at the time he should 
have done, and fight out the battle there. He 
simply ordered Schofield to continue his retreat to 
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ohap.xtttt Nashville, which the latter did during that night 
and the next day. 

Thomas, in the mean time, was making his 
preparations to receive Hood. The road to Chatta¬ 
nooga was still well guarded with strong garrisons 
at Murfreesboro’, Stevenson, Bridgeport, and Chat¬ 
tanooga. Thomas had previously given uip De- 
ma^coLith catur, and had been reinforced by A. J. Smith’s 
M^\-Gen. ; two divisions just returned from Missouri. He 
v ^k£T also had Steedman’s division and R. S. Granger's, 
g'er'w'p 1 ’ w hich he had drawn from the front. His quarter- 
BrlgSen. master’s men, about ten thousand in numlber, had 
Vols j^ t - 20 - been organized and armed under the command of 
the chief quartermaster, General J. L. Donaldson, 
m™: and placed in the fortifications under the general 
184 ^ 48 °;’ supervision of General Z. B. Tower, of the United 
voiaNov." States Engineers. 

Hood was allowed to move upon Nashville, and 
to invest that place almost without interference. 
Thomas was strongly fortified in his position, so 
that he would have been safe against the attack of 
Hood. He had troops enough even to annihilate 
him in the open field. To me his delay was unac¬ 
countable—sitting there and permitting himself to 
be invested, so that, in the end, to raise the siege 
he would have to fight the enemy strongly posted 
behind fortifications. It is true the weather was 
very bad. The rain was falling, and freezing as it 
fell, so that the ground was covered with a sheet of 
ice, that made it very difficult to move. But I was 
afraid that the enemy would find means of moving, 
elude Thomas, and manage to get north of the 
Cumberland River. If he did this, I apprehended 
most serious results from the campaign in the 
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North, and was afraid we might even have to send 
troops from the East to head him off if he got 
there, General Thomas’s movements being always 
so deliberate and so slow, though effective in 
defense. 

I consequently urged Thomas, in frequent des¬ 
patches sent from City Point, 1 to make the attack 


i City Point, Virginia, 
December 2, 1864. 
Major-General Thomas, 
Nashville, Tennessee : 

If Hood is permitted to remain 
quietly about Nashville, you will 
lose all the road back to Chatta¬ 
nooga, and possibly have to aban¬ 
don the line of the Tennessee. 
Should he attack you, it is all 
well; but if he does not, you 
should attack him before he forti¬ 
fies. Arm and put in the trenches 
your quartermaster employees, 
citizens, etc. 

U. S. G-rant, 
Lieutenant - General. 


City Point, Virginia, 
December 2,1864, 1:30 p.m. 
Major-General Thomas, 
Nashville, Tennessee: 

With your citizen employees 
armed, you can move out of Nash¬ 
ville with all your army, and force 
the enemy to retire or fight upon 
ground of your own choosing. 
After the repulse of Hood at 
Franklin, it looks to me that in¬ 
stead of falling back to Nashville 
we should have taken the offen¬ 
sive against the enemy where he 
was. At this distance, however, 
I may err as to the best method 
of dealing with the enemy. You 
will now suffer incalculable in¬ 
jury upon your railroads if Hood 

VOL. II.—17 


is not speedily disposed of. Put 
forth, therefore, every possible 
exertion to attain this end. Should 
you get him to retreating, give 
him no peace. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General. 


City Point, Virginia, 
December 5, 1864. 
Major-General Thomas, 
Nashville, Tennessee: 

Is there not danger of Forrest 
moving down the Cumberland to 
where he can cross it ? It seems 
to me, whilst you should be get¬ 
ting up your cavalry as rapidly 
as possible to look after Forrest, 
Hood should be attacked where 
he is. Time strengthens him, in 
all possibility, as much as it does 
you. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General . 


City Point, Virginia, 
December 6, 1864, 4 p.m. 
Major-General Thomas, 
Nashville, Tennessee: 

Attack Hood at once, and wait 
no longer for a remnant of your 
cavalry. There is great danger 
of delay resulting in a campaign 
back to the Ohio River. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General . 
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m*r.svm at. onee. Theemndry was alarmed, the adiniiiistrn- 
t'ion wax alarmed, ami 1 was alarmed lest the \a»iy 
filing would lake plm-e whieh 1 have just described 
—that is, Hood would j'et Nor!h. It was all with- 
u'mw 'n, <mi a ' vn >f ftu-fh««r than t«» elicit despabdies from 
nr.,M;i Thomas saying that he was <;vttiuic ready to move 
as soon as he could, thai he was making preparu- 


< ‘ITY {*oi ST* VlHot\l 
1 Hoorn I H'V H ISlii. H ; ad r, 
Ma.IOH < ?I:N‘i:!: \l, Tffms 
Nashvillo, Trmifsw’f : 

Your drsputoh of \ v>i orduy ro 
OOlVod. ll looks to Ut«» ovblrllf 
flir Hiidnv tin* frying to cross tho 
(himborlund Rhor, and am so at 
torod. Why not nttuok sii ttiit-c? 
Hy all mi'iui.H it\nid tho omit in 
gonoy <>f a {’not rnoo to m*o which 
you or llooi} ran brut to tho 
Ohio, If you f hittk necessary, 
rail on tho go\enmr*of Hiatt »» 
to Horn! a force into Imobwillr to 
mot*! t he enemy if ho should cnwH 
tin* rivor. You Hourly hour 
ahotdd crons except in roar of 

tht* nnomy. Now H oi»r <tf tin* 
fluent opport unit h\i ro-r ptv 
Kentml nf dentroving nito of tho 
three arm ion of f ho enemy . If 
dostroyt'tt In* lU'Vor oan replaoo 
it. Hue tho tiirithH nt your »’i»m 
mnmh and you min do thin and 
ranae a rejoicing that will m 
Hound from one end of th»* land 
to I ho ot hor. 

th S. (hivvr, 

Limit mint (it turn!, 

Hitv I *t us’T, Viiimm v* 

Heeemher IS,! s*W, I 0. M, 

Majou UknTKT lfmi \h, 
Nanlmile, Tennedueo: 

If you delay attack longer, the 
mortifying Hpeetuelo will ho wit 


ursNod of u rebel army moving 
lor thnOtiio h’i\or, and you will 
bo foivod In not, accepting such 
woaflirr iih yon timi. lad fh«*ro 
bo no furl hor dolay . Hood mtn* 
not o\«-it Hand a drawn battio ho 
tar from his supplies of ordnanoo 
oliu’ov,, {f ho retreat* and you 
follow, ho f 11 it?*I Iono hi.s material 
nod uiuoh of his army, I mu in 
h‘*i»* s of receding a despatch 
fr«m» you to day announcing that 
you ha vo unwed. I May* no lougor 
for w cat her or reinforcements, 
t\ S. 1 1 ll ant, 

1 o u it mud Unit ntl, 

W \MustmiNj I). (!., 

I tooomhor to, I HI* K 
M a.IhK < *1 Nl.UAH 'I’nmiAH, 

Nadiv 3 1 lo, Tennessee : 

I w:m jn .1 on my way to Xanh« 

\ tllo, tmi receiving n despatch 
Iroin \ an fht/or detailing your 
splendid Mto'rw of fo day, I shall 
go no far!her. Hush tin* enemy 
now and give him no rest until 
h«* f.n rut indy destroyed. Your 
army nil! cheerfully wulTor many 
privafionu fo break up Hood’rt 
army and render it useless for 
future opera!hum, I>o not atop 
for train* or supplies, hut taka 
them from fho ootmtry, an tho 
oiiotny ha\o dmm. Mtudt in now 
oxprotod, 

r. H, («HAN'T, 
lAm it m'nt'iicm ml. 
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tions, etc. At last I had to say to General Thomas 
that I should he obliged to remove him unless he 
acted promptly. He replied that he was very 
sorry, but he would move as soon as he conld. 

General Logan happening to visit City Point 
about that time, and knowing him as a prompt, 
gallant, and efficient officer, I gave him an order to 
proceed to Nashville to relieve Thomas. I directed 
him, however, not to deliver the order or publish it 
until he reached there, and if Thomas had moved, 
then not to deliver it at all, but communicate with 
me by telegraph. After Logan started, in thinking 
over the situation, I became restless, and concluded 
to go myself. I went as far as Washington city, 
when a despatch was received from General Thomas 
announcing his readiness at last to move, and des¬ 
ignating the time of his movement. I concluded 
to wait until that time. He did move, and was 
successful from the start. This was on the 15th of 
December. General Logan was at Louisville at the 
time this movement was made, and telegraphed 
the fact to Washington, and proceeded no farther 
himself. 

The battle during the 15th was severe, but favor¬ 
able to the Union troops, and continued until night 
closed in upon the combat. The next day the 
battle was renewed. After a successful assault 
upon Hood’s men in their intrenchments, the 
enemy fled in disorder, routed and broken, leaving 
their dead, their artillery and small arms in great 
numbers on the field, besides the wounded that 
were captured. Our cavalry had fought on foot as 
infantry, and had not their horses with them; so 
that they were not ready to join in the pursuit the 
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moment (ha enemy retreated. They sent back, 
however, for (hair horses, and endeavored to get; 
to Franklin alioad of Hood’s brokan army by the 
Cranny White road; but too much tima was con¬ 
sumed in getting startl'd. Thay bad got but a, few 
milas beyond the. saana of tha batth' whan thay 
found thu ananiy's cavalry dismounted and bahind 
intrcuehments covering the road on which thay 
were advancing’. Hera anothai- battle ensued, our 
man dismounting and lighting on foot, in which 
tlie Confederates ware again routed and driven in 
great disorder. Our cavalry then went into bivouac, 
and renewed the pursuit <>u the following morning. 
They ware too lata. The enemy already had pos¬ 
session of Franklin, and was bayond them. It now 
became a. chase in which the (‘oufederufes hail the 
lead. 

Our troops continued the pursuit to within a few 
mill's of Columbia, where they found the rebels had 
destroyed tha railroad-bridge as wall as all other 
bridges over i>uck River. The heavy rains of a 
few days before had swelled the stream into a mad 
torrent, impassable except on bridges. Cnfortu¬ 
nately, either through a mistake in the wording of 
t,he order or otherwise, the pontoon-bridge which 
was to have been sent by rail out to Franklin, to be 
taken thence with the pursuing column, bad gone 
toward Chattanooga. There was, consequently, a 
delay of some four days in building bridges out <>i 
the remains of the old railroad bridge. Of course 
Hood got. such a start in thistimethat further pur¬ 
suit was useless, although it was continued for some 
distance, but without coming upon him again. 
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PEDITION AG-AIN ST ITORT FISHER—ATTACK ON THE 

FORT-FAILURE OF THE EXPEDITION — SECOND 

EXPEDITION AGAINST THE FORT—CAPTURE OF 
FORT FISHER 

TP to January, 1865, the enemy occupied Fort chap.xix 
Fisher, at the mouth of Cape Fear River and 
low the city of ‘W'ilmington. This port was of ofT«S|- 
imense importance to the Confederates, because ton 
formed their principal inlet for blockade-runners, 
r means of which they brought in from abroad 
ch supplies and munitions of war as they could 
>t produce at home. It was equally important to 
i to get possession of it, not only because it was 
sirable to cut of£ tlieir supplies so as to ensure a 
eedy termination of the war, but also because 
reign governments, particularly the British gov- 
nment, were constantly threatening that unless 
irs could maintain the blockade of that coast they 
ould cease to recognize any blockade. For these 
asons I determined, with the concurrence of the 
ivy Department, in December, to send an ex- 
idition against Port Fisher for the purpose of 
pturing it. 

To show the difficulty experienced in maintaining 
e blockade, I will mention a circumstance that 
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took plan 1 at Fori Fisher after its fall. Two Kng- 
Hsh bloekade-nuiiters eame in at night. Their eom- 
nmnders, not supposing the fort hail fallen, worked 
tlioir way through all our fleet and got into 1 ho 
river unobserved. Tiny thou signaled thn fori, an- 
nouueing their armal. There was a eolored ma,n 
in the fort who had Inna there before and who 
understood these signals, lie informed <tenoral 
Terry wind reply he should make to have them 
come in, and Terry did as lie advised. The vessels 
came in, their oftieers entirely tineonsehms that 
they were falling into the hands of the Union 
forms, Hven after they wen* hnmght into the 
fort they were entertained in eon versa! ion for 
some little time Indore suspeeting that the Union 
troops were oeeupving the fort. They wen* finally 
informed that their vessels and eargoes were prizes. 

I seleefed General Weil/.el, of the Army of the 
James, to go with the expedition, hut gave instrue- 
tions through General Hutler. He eominanded the 
department within whose geographical limits Fori 
Fisher was situated, as well ns Beaufort and other 
points on that- eonst held by our troops; he was 
therefore entitled to the right of fitting out the 
expedition against Fend Fisher. 

General Butler eotioeived the idea that it a 
steamer loaded heavily with powder eould he run 
up near the shore under the fort and exploded, it 
would ereate great havoe and make the eapture 
an easy matter. Admiral Porter, who was to eom- 
mamt the naval squadron, seemed to fall in with the 
idea,and it- was not disapproved of in Washington; 
the navy was therefore given the task of preparing 
the steamer for this purpose, f lmd no eonfidenee 
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in the success of the scheme, and so expressed my¬ 
self; hut as no serious harm could come of the 
experiment, and the authorities at Washington 
seemed desirous to have it tried, I permitted it. 
The steamer was sent to Beaufort, North Carolina, 
and was there loaded with powder and prepared for 
the part she was to play in the reduction of Fort 
Fisher. 1 

General Butler chose to go in command of the 
expedition himself, and was all ready to sail by the 
9th of December. Very heavy storms prevailed, 
however, at that time along that part of the sea- 
coast, and prevented him from getting off until 
the 13th or 14tli. His advance arrived oft Fort 
Fisher on the 15th. The naval force had been 
already assembled, or was assembling, but was 
obliged to run into Beaufoi-t for munitions, coal, 
etc.; then, too, the powder-boat was not yet fully 
prepared. The fleet was ready to proceed on the 
18th; but Butler, who had remained outside from 
the 15th up to that time, now found himself out of 
coal, fresh water, etc., and had to put into Beaufort 
to replenish. Another storm overtook him, and 
several days more were lost before the army and 
navy were both ready at the same time to cooperate. 

On the night of the 23d the powder-boat was 
towed in by a gunboat as near to the fort as it was 
safe to run. She was then propelled by her own 

1 The report of Major T. L. the mechanism for firing the ex- 
Casey, of the Corps of Engineers, plosives. Embraced also in the 
published, in the Official Records report are accounts of several pro¬ 
of the War of the Rebellion, vious military and accidental ex- 
Vol. XLII, part 1, pp. 988-993, plosions of large quantities of 
gives a full description of the powder, and their effects.— F. 
powder-boat, her stowage, and D. G-. 
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nmohinory to within ahum tho hundred yards of 
the shun*. There tin 1 eloekwnrk, whioh was to ex¬ 
plode her within a eerlain length of time, was set 
a.tnl she was abandoned. F\ on hod\ left, and even 
the vassals put out to sea to prevent tin* effect of 
thu explosion upon them, At two oVloek in tho 
morning I la* explosion took place and produced 
no morn eiVeet on thu tort, or anything also on 
land, than the hurst tug of a holler anywhere on tho 
Atlantic ()eenn would ha\e done. Indeed, whan 
tho. troops in Fort Fisher hoard tho explosion, thoy 
supposod it was t ho hurst ing of a hoilor in ono of 
Un* Yankuo gun Boats. 

Fort Fisher was situated upon a low, flat ponin- 
snla north of Capo Four River. Tin* noil is sandy. 
Bank a liltlo the peninsula is very heavily wooded, 
and covered with fresh-water swamps, The fort mn 
across this peninsula, about the hutalrod yards in 
width, mid extended along tho sen-roast ahouf thir- 
toon hand rod yards, ddio fori hud an arniamont 
of twenty-one Lillis and threo mortars on tho land 
side, ami twont\-four gnus on tho son-front. At 
that t imo it was only garrisoned hy four companies 
of infantry, ono light hat lory, and tho gunners at. 
tho hoavy guns, loss than sown hundrod men,— 
with a reseno of loss than a thousand mon five 
ruilos up Iho peninsula, ( Jetmral Whiting of tho 
Fon federate army, was in command, and (Jen oral 
Bragg was in oomnmnd of tho foroo at Wilming¬ 
ton, Both commenced calling for reinforcements 
tho nmmont they saw our troops landing, Tho 
(jovernor of North Farolinn called for everybody 
who could stand hohind a parapot and shoot a gun 
to join thorn. In this wary thoy got two or throe 



ATTACK ON THE FOKT 

hundred additional men into Fort Fisher; and 
Hoke’s division, five or six thousand strong, was 
sent down from Richmond. A few of these troops 
arrived the very day that Butler was ready to 
advance. 

On the 24th the fleet formed for an attack in arcs 
of concentric circles, their heavy ironclads going in 
very (dose range, being nearest the shore, and leav¬ 
ing intervals or spaces so that the outer vessels 
could fire between them. Porter was thus enabled 
to throw one hundred and fifteen shells per minute. 
The damage done to the fort by these shells was very 
slight, only two or three cannon being disabled in 
the fort. But the firing silenced all the guns by 
making it too hot for the men to maintain their 
positions about them, and compelling them to seek 
shelter in the bomb-proofs. 

On the next day part of Butler’s troops, under 
General Adelbert Ames, effected a landing out of 
range of the fort without difficulty. This was ac¬ 
complished under the protection of gunboats sent 
for the purpose, and under cover of a renewed at¬ 
tack upon the fort by the fleet. They formed a 
line across the peninsula and advanced, part going 
north and part toward the fort, covering them¬ 
selves as they did so. Curtis pushed forward and 
came near to Fort Fisher, capturing the small gar¬ 
rison at what was called the Flag Pond Battery. 
Weitzel accompanied him to within half a mile 
of the works. Here he saw that the fort had not 
been injured, and so .reported to Butler, advising 
against an assault. Ames, who had gone north in 
his advance, captured two hundred and twenty- 
eight of the reserves. These prisoners reported to 
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Butler that sixteen hundred of Hoke’s division of 
six thousand from Richmond had already arrived, 
and llu' rest- would soon he in his rear. 

Upon these reports Butler determined to with¬ 
draw his troops from the peninsula and return to 
the fleet. At. that time then* had not been at mam 
on our side injured exeept by one of the shells 
from the fleet. Curtis laid got within a few yards 
of the works. Sons* of his men laid smatehed at flag 
from tin* pa rat pet of the fort, and of hers haul faiken 
at horse from the inside of the stockade. At night 
Butler informed Porter of his withdrawal, giving 
the reasons above stated, and amnouneed his pur- 
post*, as soon its his men eould embark, to start for, 
Hampton Roads. Porter represented to him that 
ho had sent, to Bean fort for more ammunition. He 
eould tint mneh taster than he hud been doing, and 
would keep (ho enemy from showing himself until 
our men wert'within twenty yards of tin* fort; anti 
lit' begged f luit But lei* would leave some brave fel¬ 
lows like those who had snatched the thig from the 
parapet, and taken tint horse from tin* fort. 

Butler was unehangoaible. lit* got all his troops 
aboard, exeept Curtis’s brigsule, amd started baiek. 
In doing this Butler math* a tearful mistake. My 
instructions to hint, or tit the officer who went, in 
command of tin* expedition, wen* explicit in tint 
statement, that to effect a landing would be of itself 
a great, victory, and if one should be effected, the 
foothold must not he relinquished. <>u the contrary, 
a regular siege of the fort must bo commenced; and 
to guard against interference by reason of storms, 
supplies of provisions must be laid in as soon as 
they eould he got on shore. But (leneral Butler 
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seems to have lost sight of this part of his instruc- chap, xix 
tions, and was back at Fort Monroe on the 28th. 

I telegraphed to the President as follows: 

City Point, Virginia, 

December 28, 1864, 8: 30 p.m. 

The Wilmington expedition has proven a gross and W- ( ^‘ 1 ^ n 
culpable failure. Many of the troops are back here. 

Delays and free talk of the object of the expedition en¬ 
abled the enemy to move troops to Wilmington to defeat 
it. After the expedition sailed from Fort Monroe, three 
days of fine weather were squandered, during which the 
enemy was without a force to protect himself. Who is to 
blame will, I hope, be known. 

U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Porter sent despatches to the Navy Department 
in which he complained bitterly of having been 
abandoned by the army just when the fort was 
nearly in our possession, and begged that our troops 
might be sent back again to cooperate, but with a 
different commander. As soon as I heard this I 
sent a messenger to Porter with a letter asking him 
to hold on. I assured him that I fully sympathized 
with him in liis disappointment, and that I would 
send the same troops back with a different com¬ 
mander, with some reinforcements to offset those 
which the enemy had received. I told him it would 
take some little time to get transportation for the 
additional troops; but as soon as it could be had 
the men should be on their way to him, and there 
would be no delay on my part. I selected A. H. 
Terry to command. 

It was the 6th of January before the transports 
could be got ready and the troops aboard. They 
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sailed from Fort Monroe on thal day. The ob¬ 
ject and destination of tho second expedition wore 
at. tho time kept a secret to all except a few in tho 
Navy Department and in the army to whom it was 
necessary to impart the information. < tenoral Terry 
had not t he slightest idea of w here ho was going or 
what he was to do. lb' simph knew that lit' was 
going to sea ami that he laid his orders with him, 
which were to be opened w hen out at sea. 

lie was instructed to communicate freely with 
Porter and have cut ire harmony he) w ecu army and 
navy, because the work before them would require 
the best efforts of both arms of tho service. They 
arrived off Beaufort on the 8th. A heavy storm, 
however, prevented a landing at Fort Fisher until 
the Kith. The navy prepared itself for attack about 
as before, ami at the same time assisted the army 
in lauding, this time live miles away. Only iron¬ 
clads fired at first, the object being to draw the fire 
of the enemy's guns so ns to useertuiu their posi¬ 
tions. This object being accomplished, they then 
lot in their shots thick and fast. Very soon the 
guns were ail silenced, and the fort showed evident 
signs of being much injured. 

'I'erry deployed his men across the peninsula as 
hud been done before, ami at two o'clock on tho 
following morning was up within two miles of the 
fort, with a respectable abatis in front of his line. 
His artillery was all landed on that day, the 14th. 
Again Curtis's brigade of Ames’s division had tho 
lead. By noon they had carried an unfinished work 
less than a half-mile from the fort, and turned it 
so as to faeo tho other way. 

Torry now saw Porter ami arranged for an as- 
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sault on the following day. The two commanders 
arranged their signals so that they could commu¬ 
nicate with each other from time to time as they 
might have occasion. At daylight the fleet com¬ 
menced its firing. The time agreed upon for the 
assault was the middle of the afternoon, and Ames, 
who commanded the assaulting column, moved at 
3: 30. Porter landed a force of sailors and marines 
to move against the sea-front in codperation with 
Ames’s assault. They were under Commander 
Breese, of the navy. These sailors and marines 
had worked their way up to within a couple of 
hundred yards of the fort before the assault. The 
signal was given and the assault was made; but the 
poor sailors and marines were repulsed and very 
badly handled by the enemy, losing two hundred 
and eighty killed and wounded out of their number. 

Curtis’s brigade charged successfully, though met 
by a heavy fire, some of the men having to wade 
through the swamp up to their waists to reach the 
fort. Many were wounded, of course, and some 
killed; but they soon reached the palisades. These 
they cut away, and pushed on through. The other 
troops then came up, Pennypacker’s following Cur¬ 
tis, and Bell, who commanded the Third Brigade of 
Ames’s division, following Pennypacker. But the 
fort was not yet captured, though the parapet was 
gained. 

The works were very extensive. The large para¬ 
pet around the work would have been but very little 
protection to those inside except when they were 
close up under it. Traverses had therefore been 
run until really the work was a succession of small 
forts inclosed by a large one. The rebels made a 
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ux desperate effort to hold tin* tort, and had to bo 
driven from these t ra\ «'!>(«> one by uih*. The fight 
eonthmed till long after night. Our troops gained 
first one traverse and thou another, and hy ton 
oVloek at night the place was curried. During this 
engagement tho sailors, who had horn repulsed in 
Iheir assault on tho bastion, rendered tin* host ser- 
lvi vine they could hy reinforcing Torn % northern lino 
— dims (ambling him to send a dotnehment to tho 
assistance of Autos. Tho lioof kopt up a coat inu- 
ous fin 11 upon that part of tho fort wltioh w as still 
occupied hy tho enemy. By moans of signals they 
could ho informed where to direct their studs. 

During tho succeeding nights tho enemy blew* 
up Fort (’aswell, on I ho opposite side of tape Fear 
River, and uhnndouod two extensive works on 
Smith's Island in tin* river. 

Our ea.ptarcs in all amounted to Ihb guns, be¬ 
sides small arms, with full supplies of amnmnifion, 
and 208d prisonors. In additiius to these, there 
warn about 700 dond and wounded loft thorn. Wo 
had lost 110 killod and odd wounded. 

[*$; In this assatdf on Fort Fisher, Bell, ono of tho 
lHtVi brigade eummamlers, was killod, and two, (‘mlis 
and Pennypaeker, worn badly wounded. 

Secretary Stanton, who was on his way bank 
>{,*; from Savannah, arrived otT Fort Fisher soon after 
M it folk Whan ho hoard tho got*d imw.s In* promoted 
all tht' officers of any considerable rank for their 
conspicuous gallantry. Torry had been nominafod 
for major-general, but laid not boon confirmed. 
This confirmed him; and Siam after I recommended 
him for a brigadier-generalcy in tin* rognlar army, 
$°' and it was given to him for this victory. 


CHAPTER XX 


SHERMAN’S MARCH NORTH — SHERIDAN ORDERED TO 
LYNCHBURG—CANBY ORDERED TO MOVE AGAINST 
MOBILE—MOVEMENTS OP SCHOFIELD AND THO MAS 
— CAPTURE OP COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA— 
SHERMAN IN THE CAROLINAS 


W HEN news of Sherman being in possession of 
Savannah reached the North, distinguished 
statesmen and visitors began to pour in to see him. 
Among others who went was the Secretary of War, 
who seemed much pleased at the result of his cam¬ 
paign. Mr. Draper, the collector of customs of New 
York, who was with Mr. Stanton’s party, was pnt in 
charge of the public property that had been aban¬ 
doned and captured. Savannah was then turned 
over to General Foster’s command to hold, so that 
Sherman might have his own entire army free to 
operate as might be decided upon in the future. I 
sent the chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac 
(General Barnard) with letters to General Sherman. 
He remained some time with the general, and when 
he returned brought back letters, one of which con¬ 
tained suggestions from Sherman as to what ought 
to be done in cooperation with him, when he should 
have stai’ted upon his march northward. 

I must not neglect to state here the fact that I had 
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no idea, originally of having Slmnnnit maivh from 
Savannah lo Riohmond, or to on to Nullh < andiua. 
Thosonson was had, tho road> bitpax^ahlo fur any- 
thing oxoopf snob an army ns In* had, and 1 should 
not havo thought of ordering stioh a m<»\ o. 1 had 
i boro loro mado proparatb»us to oulb*ot transports to 
oarry Shorman and his army around to tin* damns 
Rivor by wat or, and so inforiiiod him. On roooiv- 
ing I his lofftT In* wont to work immodiatoh to pro- 
pa!*o for tho mo\**, hut sooing that if wouhl ivquiro 
a. long Unto to oolloot fho transp*nis, ho suggostod 
fho idoa thon of marohing up tiorfh through tlio 
( -nrolinas, I was only too happy to npprovo this; 
for, if suroossfut, it promised ovory inhantngo. His 
niaroh through Uoorgia had thoroughly dostn>yod 
all linos of transportation in that Ntuto, and had 
oomptotoly out tho oiiomy oil from all souroos of 
supply to tin' wosf of it. If North and South Caro¬ 
lina woro rondorod liolploss so far as onpaoity for 
fooding Loo's army was ounoornod, tho ('onfodorato 
garrison at Kirlnuoini wouhl bo mhiood in forri- 
tory, from whioh to draw supplios, to vary narrow 
limits in tlio Stafo of Virginia; and although that 
sootion of tho oountrv was fortilo, it was alroady 
wall oxliaust od of both fora go and food. I itpprovod 
Hhormaids suggosfion, fhoroforo, at onoo. 

Tlio work of proparation was fodious, horauso 
supplios, to load tho wagons for tho maroh, had to 
ho brought from a. long distanoo, Shormun would 
now liavo to maroh through a ooiinfry furnishing 
fowor provisions than that ho had provioiisly hoon 
operating in during his uinroli to tho son. Bosnian, 
ho was (unifronting, or marohing toward, a foroo of 
tho trnomy vastly tmporior to any his troops had on- 
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countered on their previous inarch; and the ter¬ 
ritory through which he had to pass had now 
become of such vast importance to the very ex¬ 
istence of the Confederate army that the most des¬ 
perate efforts were to be expected in order to 
save it. 

Sherman, therefore, while collecting the neces¬ 
sary supplies to staid with, made arrangements with 
Admiral Dahlgren, who commanded that part of 
the navy on the South Carolina and Georgia coast, 
and General Foster, commanding the troops, to take 
positions, and hold a few points on the sea-coast, 
which he (Sherman) designated, in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Charleston. 

This provision was made to enable him to fall 
back upon the sea-coast in case he should encoun¬ 
ter a force sufficient to stop his onward progress. 
He also wrote me a letter, making suggestions as to 
what he would like to have done in support of his 
movement farther north. This letter was brought 
to City Point by General Barnard at a time when 
I happened to be going to Washington City, where 
I arrived on the 21st of January. I cannot tell the 
provision I had already made to cooperate with 
Sherman, in anticipation of his expected movement, 
better than by giving my reply to this letter. 

Headquarters Armies op the United States, 
Washington, D. CL, January 21, 1865. 

Major-General W. T. Sherman, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi. 

General: Tour letters brought bv General Barnard 
were received at City Point, and read with interest. 1* ot 
having them with me, however, I cannot say that in this 
I will be able to satisfy you on all points of recommenda- 
Vol. H.—18 
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, XX iion. As I arm »*i hmv af 1 i*.m a ii« i inns! louw at fi j\m,, 
having in I In 4 uwau f 11 1 a • -*pon! *n rr fltm* hours with tho 
Koorotary and <h-m-ral Hnllruk, 1 mmn hr briof. Boforo 
your las! mjuosf in iia\ r Tinuna • muko a uampainu int<* 
thr hoar! of Alabama, l bail ordorrd Sohotiold to A nuapohs, 
Mar\ lamb w if h hn oorpx Hit* ad\ aim* a\ thousand) will 
roaoh I lit* sonhourd b\ f hr *J-Id, ! hr n imnfidrr following* 
rapidly as railroad transportation mm hr | rootuvd from 
( 'iiminuut i. Tho o» u*|>s man h*r% »*\ rr f w run oim thousand 
man, 1 was imlnomi to do thi-, hroauso \ did tin! holtovo 
Thomas omdd pu>mbh h»* to it off hihuv spring, 11 is pur¬ 
suit <>f Hoof! in«limitr«i a shumishnrss t hat sat isftod mi* f Imt 
ho would n*‘\or do In oonduot nii»* i*f \ nut' fumpuigttN. Tho 
oonmmnd of tlio udvamv of thr pursuit was Irft to subor* 
diimtos. whilst f rhomns fnllowml fur butiimb Whou Hood 
had orossod tho Tonnossuo, and f In»so in pursuit had 
roftohod it, Thomas had not uiiirh morr than half orossod 
tho Statu, from wfionuo ho tvturmd to Nnsh\i!lr to titko 
Ktoailior tof Hast port. I lo is pttssossoil of r\orl)rftf jtidg- 
mont, grout uoulnoss, and Inmost \, hut hr is not good on 
a pursuit, I lo also roportod his f roops fnggrd, and that if 
was uooosMiry to oipup up This roport and a dotrrminn 
lion to givo tho utiomv no rot doformiitod mo to uso his 
surplus troops olsowhuru, 

Thomas is still lott with a siift!oi*mf foivo surplus to pro 
to Solum undor an oimrgutio loudor. Ho tuts hoon tolo* 
grnphod to to know whothor ho oouht pot, and if so, whiuh 
of tho sovorni rout os ho wouht s«t* ot, No ropl v is yof ro * 
ooivod. Hindu* has hom ordorrd to art otTousivoly from tho 
son ooast to tho inforior, to wan I Mimtgomory and Holtnn, 
Thomas's furors will movr from tho north at mi mrly day, 
or sumo of his troops will ho son! to Hamby, Without 
fttrfhor rointoroonionts Hamby will havu a moving oolmnn 
of twmity tlnmsaml mom 

Fort Fishor, you aro awaro, has boon onptuml, Wo 
havo a foroo thoro of iTprhl thmisuml oHVofivo, Af Now 
Homo about half tin* numhor. It is rmuomb through do 
hoHiu’s, Unit Wilmington also has fitllom I am itndhiod to 
holiovo tho rumor, huonnso on tho 17th wo know tin* otioniy 
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ire blowing up their works about Fort Caswell, and that 
l the 18th Terry moved on Wilmington. 

If Wilmington is captured, Schofield will go there. If 
>t, he will be sent to New Berne. In either event, all the 
rplus forces at the two points will move to the interior 
ward Goldsboro' in cooperation with your movements, 
[‘om either point railroad communications can be run out, 
ere being here abundance of rolling-stock suited to the 
tuge of those roads. 

There have been about sixteen thousand men sent from 
3e's army south. Of these you will have fourteen thou- 
md* against you, if Wilmington is not held by the enemy, 
^sualties at Fort Fisher having overtaken about two 
Lousand. 

All these troops are subject to your orders, as you come 
L communication with them. They will be so instructed, 
rom about Richmond I will watch Lee closely, and 
he detaches much more, or attempts to evacuate, will 
Itch in. 

In the mean time, should you be brought to a halt any- 
here, I can send two corps of thirty thousand effective 
Len to your support, from the troops about Richmond. 
To resume: Canby is ordered to operate to the interior 
* 0 m the Gulf. A. J. Smith may go from the north, but 
think it doubtful. A force of twenty-eight or thirty 
lousand will cooperate with you from New Berne or 
Wilmington, or both. You can call for reinforcements. 

This will be handed you by Captain Hudson, of my 
taff, who will return with any message you may have for 
ae. If there is anything I can do for you in the way of 
aving supplies on shipboard, at any point on the sea-coast, 
ady for you, let me know it. 

Yours truly, 

U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General. 

I had written on the 18th of December to General 
Sherman, giving him the news of the battle of 
STashville. He was much pleased at the result, al- 
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a heavy hand laid upon them. In fact, nothing chap, xx 
but the decisive results that followed deterred the 
radical portion of the people from condemning the 
movement because Charleston had been left out. 

To pass into the interior would, however, be to en¬ 
sure the evacuation of the city, and its possession 
by the navy and Foster’s troops. It is so situated 
between two formidable rivers that a RTna.11 garri¬ 
son could have held it against all odds as long as 
their supplies would hold out. Sherman, therefore, 
passed it by. 

By the 1st of February all preparations were com- M s e m™B,rr, 
pleted for the final march, Columbia, South Caro- 268etseq- 
lina, being the first objective; Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, the second; and Goldsboro’, or neighbor¬ 
hood, the final one, unless something further should 
be determined upon. The right wing went from 
Pocotaligo, and the left from about Hardeeville, on 
the Savannah River, both columns taking a pretty 
direct route for Columbia. The cavalry, however, 
were to threaten Charleston on the right and 
Augusta on the left. 

On the 15th of January Fort Fisher had fallen, isss 
news of which Sherman had received before start¬ 
ing out on his march. We already had New Berne, 
and had soon Wilmington, whose fall followed that 
of Fort Fisher; as did other points on the sea-coast, 
where the National troops were now in readiness 
to cooperate with Sherman’s advance when he had 
passed Fayetteville. 

On the 18th of January I ordered Canby, in 
command at New Orleans, to move against Mobile, oWle 
Montgomery, and Selma, Alabama, for the purpose 
of destroying roads, machine-shops, etc. On the 
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8th of February 1 onions! Sheridan, who was in (ho 
Valley of Virginia, to push forward as soon as the 
weather would permit, and strike I he {‘anal west of 
.Richmond af or about h\nehhurg; and on the 20th 
I made t ho ordor 1 o go to Lynchburg as soon as i he 
roads would permit, saying: 

As soon as it is posdbir to trawl, 1 think you will 
haw no difficulty about reaching 1 a nehburg with a cav¬ 
alry force alone. From thnv urn could destroy tla* rail- 
roa<l ami canal in ewry direction, so as to be of no fur¬ 
ther use to the rebellion. . . . This additional raid, with 
one starting from Fast Tennessee under Htmieman, num¬ 
bering about four or five thousand cavalry; one from 
Fast port, Mississippi, ten thousand ejmdry ; (’an by, from 
Mobile Fay, with about eighteen thousmul mixed troops, 
— these three latter pushing for Tuscaloosa, Selma, and 
Montgomery, and Sherman with a large army eating out 
(he. vitals of South dnrolhuw is all that will he wanted 
to haive nothin.**;* for the rebellion to stand upon, I would 
advise you loovereonie great obstneles to accomplish this, 
dharleston was evacuated on Tuesday last. 

On tin* 27th of February, mure than a month 
after dauby had received his orders, I again wrote 
to him, saying that I was extremely anxious to 
hear of his being in Alabama. I notified him, also, 
that I had sent Orierson to take command of his 
cavalry, he being a very efficient oOieeix I further 
suggested that Forrest was probably in Mississippi, 
and if ho was there, ho would find him an officer of 
great courage and capacity, whom if vwmld be diffi¬ 
cult to get by. I still further informed him that 
Thomas had boon ordered to start a- eavalry force 
into Mississippi on the 2()th of February, or as 
soon as possible thereafter. This force did not get 
off, however. 
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All these movements were designed to be in sup- 
poi’t of Sberman’s march, the object being to keep 
the Confederate troops in the West from leaving 
there. But neither Canby nor Thomas could be 
got off in time. I had some time before depleted 
Thomas’s army to roinforco Canby, for the reason 
that Thomas had failed to start an expedition which 
he had been ordered to send out, and to have the 
troops where they might, do something. Canby 
seemed to bo equally deliberate in all of his move¬ 
ments. 1 ordered him to go in person; but he pre¬ 
pared to send a detachment under another officer. 
General Granger had got down to New Orleans in 
some way or other, and I wrote Canby that he must 
not put him in command of troops. In spite of this 
ho asked the Wav Department to assign Granger to 
the command ol: a corps. 

Almost in despair of having adequate service ren¬ 
dered to the cause in that quarter, I wrote to Canby: 

I am in receipt of a despatch . . . informing me that 
yon have made requisitions for a construction corps and 
material to 1 mild seventy miles of railroad. I have di¬ 
rected that none be sent. Thomas’s army has been de¬ 
pleted to send a force to yon, that they might be where 
they could act, in winter, and at least detain the force the 
enemy had in the West. If there had been any idea of 
repairing railroads, it conld have been done much better 
from tins North, where we already had the troops. I ex¬ 
pected your movements to be cooperative with Sherman’s 
last. This has now entirely failed. I wrote to you long 
ago, urging you to push promptly and to live upon the 
country, and destroy railroads, machine-shops, etc., not to 
build them. Take Mobile and hold it, and push your 
forces to the interior—to Montgomery and to Selma. 
Destroy railroads, rolling-stock, and everything useful for 
carrying on war, and, when yon have done this, take such 
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positions us can la- supplied by wafer. By Bus means 
alone y<m can occupy positions from which the enemy’s 
roads in I.he interior can he kept, broken. 

Most of those expeditious got oil' finally, hut too 
Into to render any service in the direction for which 
they vven< designed. 

Tint enemy, ready to intercept his advance, con¬ 
sisted of Hardee's troops and Wheeler’s cavalry- - 
perhaps less than fifteen thousand men in all; but 
frantic efforts wen' being made in Richmond, as 1 
was sun' would he tlit' ease, to retard Sherman’s 
movements. Everyt hiitjjc possible was being done 
to mist' troops in the South. Lee despatched 
against Sherman the troops which had been sent 
to relieve Fort Fisher, which, including those of the 
other defenses of the harbor ami its neighborhood, 
amounted, after deducting the two thousand killed, 
wounded, and captured, to fourteen thousand men. 
After Thomas’s victory at Nashville, what remained 
of Hood’s army wore gathered together and for¬ 
warded as rapidly as possible to the Fast to cooper¬ 
ate with these form's; ami, finally, (tenoral .Joseph 
E. Johnston, one of the ablest commanders of the 
South, though not in favor with tin 1 administration 
(or at least with Mr. ltuvis), was put in command 
of all the troops in North and South Carolina. 

Schofield arrived at Annapolis in the latter part 
of January; hut. before sending his troops to North 
Caroliua I went with him down the coast to see the 
situation of affairs, as I could give fuller directions 
after being on the ground than 1 could very well 
have given without. We soon returned, ami the 
troops were sent by sen. to ('ape Fear River. Both 
New Berne and Wilmington are connected with 
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Raleigh by railroads which unite at Goldsboro’, chap, xx 
Schofield was to land troops at Smithville, near the 
month of the Cape Pear River on the west sideband 
move up to secure the Wilmington and Charlotte- 
ville railroad. This column took their pontoon- 
bridges with them, to enable them to cross over to 
the island south of the city of Wilmington. A 
large body was sent by the north side to cooperate 
with them. They succeeded in taking the city on 
the 22d of February. I took the precaution to is® 
provide for Sherman’s army, in case he should be 
forced to turn in toward the sea-coast before reach¬ 
ing North Carolina, by forwarding supplies to every 
place where he was liable to have to make such a 
deflection from his projected march. I also sent 
railroad rolling-stock, of which we had a great 
abundance, now that we were not opei’ating the 
roads in Virginia. The gauge of the North Caro¬ 
lina railroads, being the same as the Virginia rail¬ 
roads, had been altered too; these cars and locomo¬ 
tives were ready for use there without any change. 

On the 31st of January I countermanded the Va Lite 0 ™ 6 ’ 
orders given to Thomas to move south to Alabama Thomas ’ 381 
and Georgia. (I had previously reduced his force 
by sending a portion of it to Terry.) I directed, in 
lieu of this movement, that he should send Stone- 
man through East Tennessee, and push him well 
down toward Columbia, South Carolina, in support 
of Sherman. Thomas did not get Stoneman off in 
time, but, on the contrary, when I had supposed he 
was on his march in support of Sherman, I heard 
of his being in Louisville, Kentucky. I immedi¬ 
ately changed the order, and directed Thomas to ibia. 385,386 
send him toward Lynchburg. Finally, however, on 
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the 12th of March, he did push down through (lie 
northwestern end of Sunt h ('arolina, creating some 
conslernaiion. I also ordered Thomas to send tin 1 
Fourth Corps (Stanley’s) to hull Cap, and to de¬ 
stroy no more roads east of that. I directed him to 
concentrate supplies at Knoxville, with a view to a 
probable movement of bis army through that way 
toward Lynchburg. 

Cohlsboro’ is four hundred and twenty-five miles 
from Susannah. Sherman’s march was without, 
much incident until lie entered Columbia, on the 
17th of February. He was detained in his progress 
by having to repair and corduroy the roads and re¬ 
build the bridges. There was constant skirmishing 
and lighting between Hie cavalry of the two armies, 
but. t his did not. retard tlie advance of (he infantry. 
Four days, also, were lost in making complete the 
destruction of the most important railroads south 
of Columbia; there was also some delay caused by 
the high water, and the destruction of the bridges 
on tin' line of the road. A formidable river had to 
be crossed near Columbia, and that in the fact* of 
a. small garrison under Ceneral Wade Hampton. 
There was but little delay, however, further than 
that caused by high water in the stream. Hamp¬ 
ton left as Sherman approached, and the city was 
found to be on tin 1 . 

There has since been a gi eat deal of acrimony dis¬ 
played in discussions of the question as to who set 
Columbia on tiro. Sherman denies it on the part 
of his troops, and Hampton denies it on the part of 
the Confederates. One thing is certain : as soon as 
our troops took possession, they at. oiks* proceeded 
to extinguish the Humes to the best of their ability 
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with, the limited means at hand. In any case, the chap.xx 
example set by the Confederates in burning the vil¬ 
lage of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, a town which 
was not garrisoned, would seem to make a defense 
of the act of firing the seat of government of the 
State most responsible for the conflict then raging 
not imperative. 

The Confederate troops having vacated the city, 
the mayor took possession, and sallied forth to meet 
the commander of the National forces for the pur¬ 
pose of surrendering the town, making terms for 
the protection of property, etc. Sherman paid no 
attention at all to the overture, but pushed forward 
and took the town without making any conditions 
whatever with its citizens. He then, however, coop¬ 
erated with the mayor in extinguishing the flames 
and providing for the people who were rendered 
destitute by this destruction of their homes. When 
he left there he even gave the mayor five hundred 
head of cattle to be distributed among the citizens, 
to tide them over until some arrangement could 
be made for their future supplies. He remained in M s e mSta,i 
Columbia until the roads, public buildings, work- 287 
shops, and everything that could be useful to the 
enemy were destroyed. While at Columbia Sher¬ 
man learned for the first time that what remained 
of Hood’s army was confronting him, under the 
command of General Beauregard. 

Charleston was evacuated on the 18th of Febru¬ 
ary, and Foster garrisoned the place. Wilmington 
was captured on the 22d. Columbia and Cheraw, 
farther north, were regarded as so secure from in¬ 
vasion that the wealthy people of Charleston and 
Augusta had sent much of their valuable property 
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two points to bo stored. Antony tho 
it thoro wore valuable carpets, tons of old 
silverware, and furniture. I am afraid 
illoso goods foil into tho liands of our 
Thoro was found at Columbia a largo 
>f powder, some artillery, small arms, and 
munition, These, of oourso, were among 
los dostroved. While horo Sherman a,Iso 
f JolmstonV rostoralion iimmimand. Tlio 
is givon, as already statod, all troops in 
d South Carolina. After f ho completion of 
notion of puhlio proporty about Polumbia, 
proceeded on his march, and roaohod 
.vithoul any special opposition and with- 
lend to rolato. ddio railroads, of course, 
roughly dostroved on tho way. Sherman 
[ a day or two a,I ( Torn w, and finally, on 
f March, crossed his troops ovor tho Pedoe 
.need straight, for Fayetteville. flurdeeand 
\ woro thoro, and bandy escaped, Sher- 
diod Fayetteville on tlio IIth of Mandi. 
ospntohod sooufs from (Teraw with letters 
*al Terry, at Wilmington, asking him to 
oamor with somo supplies of broad, cloth- 
other artiolos which Iio enumerated. Tho 
d through successfully, ami a boat was sont 
mail and such artiolos for whioh Sherman 
al as woro in store at Wilmington. Un- 
dy f however, those storos did not contain 

lays later, on tho Ifdh, Sherman loft Fay- 
for Goldsboro 1 , Tho maroh now had to bo 
tli groat caution, for ho was approaching 
my and noaring tho country that, still re- 
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mained open to the enemy. Besides, he was con¬ 
fronting all that he had had to confront in his pre¬ 
vious march up to that point, reinforced by the 
garrisons along the road and by what remained of 
Hood’s army. Frantic appeals were made to the 
people to come in voluntarily and swell the ranks 
of our foe. I presume, however, that Johnston did 
not have in all over thirty-five or forty thousand 
men. The people had grown tired of the war, and 
desertions from the Confederate army were much 
more numerous than the voluntary accessions. 

There was some fighting at Averyshoro’ on the 
16th between Johnston’s troops and Sherman’s, 
with some loss; and at Bentonville on the 19th and 
21st of March, but Johnston withdrew from the con¬ 
test before the morning of the 22d. Sherman’s loss 
in these last engagements, in killed, wounded, and 
missing, was about sixteen hundred. Sherman’s 
troops at last reached Q-oldsboro’ on the 23d of the 
month and went into bivouac; and there his men 
were destined to have a long rest. Schofield was 
there to meet him with the troops which had been 
sent to Wilmington. 

Sherman was no longer in danger. He had Johns¬ 
ton confronting him, but with an army much in¬ 
ferior to his own, both in numbers and in morale. 
He had Lee to the north of him with a force largely 
superior; but I was holding Lee with a still greater 
force, and had he made his escape and gotten down 
to reinforce Johnston, Sherman, with the reinforce¬ 
ments he now had from Schofield and Terry, would 
have been able to hold the Confederates at bay for 
an indefinite period. He was near the sea-shore, 
with his back to it, and our navy occupied the har- 
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3 iiai\xx bors. He bad a. railroad to both \\ illum'd on and 
Now Berne,and his Hanks were thoroughly protected 
by streams, which intersect that pari of the coun¬ 
try and deepen as they approach the scan Then, 
too, Sherman knew that if Lee should escape me I 
would be on his heels, and In* and Johnston together 
would be crushed in one 1 how if t hey at tempted to 
make a. stand. With the loss of their capital, it is 
doubtful whether Lee's anny would have amounted 
to much as an army when it reached North Caro¬ 
lina. Johnston's army was demoralized by constant 
defeat, and would hardly have made an offensive 
movement, even if they could luive been induced 
to remain on duty. The men of both Lee’s and 
Johnston’s armies were, like Ilnur brethren of the 
North, as brave as men can he; but no man is so 
bravo that he may not meet such defeats and dis¬ 
asters us to discourage him and dampen his ardor 
for any cause, no matter how just ho deems it. 
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ARRIVAL OF THE PEACE COMMISSIONERS—LINCOLN 
AND THE PEACE COMMISSIONERS—AN ANECDOTE 
OF LINCOLN — THE WINTER BEFORE PETERSBURG 
—SHERIDAN DESTROYS THE RAILROAD — GORDON 
CARRIES THE PICKET-LINE—PARKE RECAPTURES 
THE LINE—THE BATTLE OF WHITE OAK ROAD 

O N the last of January, 1865, peace commission¬ 
ers from the so-called Confederate States pre¬ 
sented themselves on our lines around Petersburg, 
and were immediately conducted to my headquar¬ 
ters at City Point. They proved to he Alexander 
H. Stephens, Vice-President of the Confederacy, 
Judge Campbell, Assistant Secretary of War, and 
R. M. T. Hunter, formerly United States Senator 
and then a member of the Confederate Senate. 

It was about dark when they reached my head¬ 
quarters, and I at once conducted them to the 
steamer Mary Martin, a Hudson River boat which 
was very comfortably fitted up for the use of pas¬ 
sengers. I at once communicated by telegraph with 
Washington, and informed the Secretary of War 
and the President of the arrival of these commis¬ 
sioners, and that their object was to negotiate 
terms of peace between the United States and, as 
they termed it, the Confederate government. I 
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xxi was instructed to retain them at (‘ity Point unt.il 
the President, or some one whom ho would desig- 
'natt', should oomo to moot tliom. They remained 
several days as guests on hoard tin 1 boat. I saw 
them <|uifo fro(|uotdly, though I have no recollec¬ 
ts lion of having had any conversation whatever with 
them on t lio sulijoot of thoir mission. If was some¬ 
thing i had nothing to do with, and l ihoroforo did 
not wish to oxpross any views on the subjoot.. For 
my own part, I never had admitted, and never was 
"u" I'oady to admit, that they were the representatives 
i'mh of a (/(irn'miicul. There had been too great a. waste 
of blood ami treasure to eoneede anything of the 
kind. As long as they remained there, however, 
our relations were pleasant, and I found them all 
very agreeable gent lemon. 1 directed t ho captain to 
furnish them with the best tin* boat afforded, and 
to minister to their comfort in every way possible. 
No guard was placed over them and no restriction 
was put upon (heir movements; nor was there any 
pledge asked that fhoy would not abuse the privi¬ 
leges extended to them. They were permitted to 
leave the boat when they felt like it, and did so, 
coming up on tin* bank and visiting me. at my 
headquarters. 

I had never met any of these gentlemen before 
the war, but knew them well by reputation and 
through their public, services, and I had been a 
particular admirer of Mr. Stephens. I had always 
supposed that he was a very small man, but when 
'a; 1 sa,w him in the dusk of the evening I was very 
\m much surprised to find so large a man as he seemed 
to be. When he got down on to the boat I found 
that he was wearing a. eoarso gray woolen overcoat, 
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a manufacture that had been introduced into the 
South during the rebellion. The cloth was thicker 
than anything of the kind I had ever seen, even in 
Canada. The overcoat extended nearly to his feet, 
and was so large that it gave him the appearance of 
being an average-sized man. He took this off when 
he reached the cabin of the boat, and I was struck 
with the apparent change in size, in the coat and 
out of it. 

After a few days, about the 2d of February, I re¬ 
ceived a despatch from Washington, directing me 
to send the commissioners to Hampton Eoads to 
meet the President and a member of the Cabinet. 
Mr. Lincoln met them there and had an interview 
of short duration. It was not a great while after 
they met that the President visited me at City 
Point. He spoke of his having met the commis¬ 
sioners, and said he had told them that there would 
be no use in entering into any negotiations unless 
they would recognize, first, that the Union as a 
whole must be forever preserved; and, second, that 
slavery must be abolished. If they were willing 
to concede these two points, then he was ready to 
enter into negotiations, and was almost willing to 
hand them a blank sheet of paper with his signature 
attached, for them to fill in the terms upon which 
they were willing to live with us in the Union and 
be one people. He always showed a generous and 
kindly spirit toward the Southern people, and I 
never heard him abuse an enemy. Some of the 
cruel things said about President Lincoln, particu¬ 
larly in the North, used to pierce him to the heart; 
but never in my presence did he evince a.revenge¬ 
ful disposition—and I saw a great deal of him at 
Vol. H—19 
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Oily Point, !'<>r hr seemed in »vt away from 

flu 1 ciitvs ainl anxieties <i|' the capital. 

lii^ht here I nii”!ii relate an anecdote of Mr, l,j n _ 

coin. It was on ihr occasion <>1' his visit to nio j lls f, 
allot - ho hah lalkcij w i 11 1 Ih«■ peace coniitiissioiH>r,s 
a.1 I lampion Ronds. A flora little cm orsation hn 
a.skcti me if 1 hml scon that overcoat of Stephens's 
I replied that I had. “ Well," said he, “did you see 
him lake it off.'” I said yes. “ Well," .said he, “didn’t, 
you think it was the hi-rtmst s |,uok mid the litllesl! 
cm - I hat ever you did see.'” I,<m^ afterward I 
told this story to the < on federate (ieneral d. B. 
dordou, at the time a member of the .Semite. Ho 
repeated it to Stephens, ami, as 1 heard afterward, 
Stephens laughed immoderately at the simile of 
Mr. Ijiiteoln. 


'Pile rest of the W inter, after the departure of tho 
peace commissioners, passed nlV ipiietly and uir. 
evetilfttlly, except for two or three little incidents. 
Oil one occasion durine this period, while I was 
visilinc Wasliinelon City for the purpose of confcr- 
i in,t^ with Ihe administration, the euemv\s cava 1 ry 
under < .eimral \\ ade ! lampion, jmssinc our extromo 
lelt mid then jjoin# to the south, y;ot in east of us. 
nin ri'i.t'imii I*elore their presence was known they hail driven 
oil a. larije number ot beel-eattle that were jjrnzinjy 
in 1 hat section. 11 was a fair capture, and they 
were sutlicieutly needed by the <'onfederates. If 
was only retaliating for what we had done, some¬ 
times lor many weeks at a time, when out of sup¬ 
plies-- ■ taking w hat (he ('on federate army otherwise 
Wotthl have gotten. As ttppears in this hook, on 
one single occasion we captured five thousand head 
ot eat.tie whieh were crossing the Mississippi River 
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near Port Hudson on tlieir way from Texas to sup¬ 
ply the Confederate army in the East. 

One of the most anxious periods of my experi¬ 
ence during the rebellion was the last few weeks 
before Petersburg. I felt that the situation of the 
Confederate army was such that they would try to 
make an escape at the earliest practicable moment, 
and I was afraid, every morning, that I would 
awake from my sleep to hear that Lee had gone, 
and that nothing was left, but a picket-line. He 
had his railroad by the way of Danville south, and 
I was afraid that he was running off his men and 
all stores and ordnance except such as it would be 
necessary to carry with him for his immediate de¬ 
fense. I knew he could move much more lightly 
and more rapidly than T, and that, if ho got the 
start, he would leave mo behind, so that we would 
have the same army to fight, again farther south— 
and the war might bo prolonged another year. 

I was led to this fear by the fact that I could not 
see how it was possible for the Confederates to hold 
out much longer where they were. There is no 
doubt that Richmond would have been evacuated 
much sooner than it was if it had uot been that it 
was the capital of the so-called Confederacy, and 
the fact of evacuating the capital would, of course, 
have had a very demoralizing effect upon the Con¬ 
federate army. When it was ova,curated (as we 
shall see further on) the Confederacy at once began 
to crumble and fade away. Then, too, desertions 
were taking place not only among those who were 
with General Lee in the neighborhood of their 
capital, but, throughout the whole Confederacy. I 
remember that, in a conversation with me on one 


Chap. XXX 


Anxiety ‘be¬ 
fore Peters¬ 
burg 


Importance 
of Rich¬ 
mond 



292 


PEKSONAL MEMOIKS OK V. H. UUANT 


Chap. XXI 


Confederate 

conscrip¬ 

tion 


Confederate 

desertions 


occasion long prior to this, (tenoral Butler remarked 
that the (Ion federates would find groat- difficulty in 
getting more men lor 1 heir army; possibly adding, 
though I am not certain as to this, “ unless they 
should arm the slave.” 

The South, us wo all knew, were eonseripting 
every able-bodied man between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-live; and now they had passed a law for 
the further conscription of boys from fourteen to 
eighteen, calling them the junior reserves, and men 
from forty-five to sixty, to be called the senior re¬ 
serves. The latter were to hold the neeessary points 
not in immediate danger, and especially those in the 
real-, (lonoral Butler, in alluding to this conscrip¬ 
tion, remarked that they were thus “robbing both 
the cradle and the grave,” an expression which 1 
afterward used in writing a letter to Mr. Washburn. 

It was my belief that, while the enemy could get 
no more recruits, they wen* losing at least a regi¬ 
ment a day, taking it throughout the entire army, 
by desertions alone. Then, by casual!ies of war, 
sieknass, and other natural causes, their losses were 
much heavier. It was a mere question of arithmetic, 
to calculate how long they could holdout while that 
l-ate of depletion was going on. < >f course, long be¬ 
fore their army would be thus reduced to nothing 
the army which wo had in the field would have boon 
able to capture theirs. Then, too, 1 knew- from the 
great number of desertions that tin* men who had 
fought so bravely, so gallantly, and so long for the 
cause which they believed in—- and as earnestly, I 
take it, as our men believed in the cause for which 
they were fighting—-had lost hope and become de¬ 
spondent. Many of them were making application 
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to be sent North, where they might get employment 
until the war was over, when they could return to 
then* Southern homes. 

For these and other reasons I was naturally very 
impatient for the time to come when I could com¬ 
mence the spring campaign, which I thoroughly be¬ 
lieved would close the war. 

There were two considerations I had to observe, 
however, and which detained me. One was the 
fact that the winter had been one of heavy rains, 
and the roads were impassable for artillery and 
teams. It was necessary to wait until they had 
dried sufficiently to enable us to move the wagon- 
trains and artillery necessary to the efficiency of an 
army operating in the enemy’s country. The other 
consideration was that General Sheridan, with the 
cavalry of the Army of the Potomac, was operat¬ 
ing on the north side of the James River, having 
come down from the Shenandoah. It was neces¬ 
sary that I should have his cavalry with me, and I 
was therefore obliged to wait until he could join 
me south of the James River. 

Let us now take account of what he was doing. 

On the 5th of March I had heard from Sheridan. 
He had met Early between Staunton and Charlottes¬ 
ville and defeated him, capturing nearly his entire 
command. Early and some of his officers escaped 
by finding refuge in the neighboring houses or in 
the woods. 

On the 12th I heard from h im again. He had 
turned east, to come to White House. He could not 
go to Lynchburg as ordered, because the rains had 
been so very heavy and the streams were so very 
much swollen. He had a pontoon-train with him, 
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luii if. would nol roach hall-way across some of (ho 
streams, at (heir then slug** o| w atm; w Inch ho would 
have to get over in going south as first ordered. 

I had supplies sont around to \\ Into House for 
him, and kupf t he depot 1 Imre opoit until ho arrived. 
Wo had iutondud (o a ham Ion if, booatiM* t ho James 
River had now hoooino our 1 ume oi supplies. 

Sheridan ha<I about ton thousand cavalry with 
him, dividod into f wo divisions e< uunmndod respec¬ 
tively by duster and l>e\in. <»cnernl Morrill was 
anting as oiiiof of cavalry. Shoridan inovod vory 
light, carrying only four days’ provisions with him, 
with n larger supply of eoflW, salt, and othor small 
rations, a.ud very lilt It* olso besides aiiirntmition. 
Tlu v y sIo))[hm1 at ('harlot Ios\ illo and oommonood 
tonring up tho railroad bark toward Lynchburg. 
Ho also sont. a. division along tho damns River 
Onnal to dostroy looks, culverts, oto. All mills 
and faotorios along tho linos of marohof his troops 
wo.ro destroyed also. 

Sheridan had in this way oonstimod so nmoh 
til tio that his making a matvh to Whito llouso was 
now somowhat hazardous. Ho determined, there¬ 
fore, to light his way along tin* railroad and annul 
till ho was as man* to Riohmond as if was possiblo 
to got, or until aitaokod. lie did this, destroying 
tho canal ns far as (Joocddnnd, and flu* railroad to 
a point- ns noar Riohmond as ho oould got. On 
tho 10th ho was at. Ooluinbia. Nogroos had joined 
his column to tho immhor of two thousand or nioro, 
and thoy assistod considerably in tin* work of de¬ 
stroying tho railroads and tho ounah His cavalry 
was in as fmo a condition as when ho started, be¬ 
cause ho had boon able to find plenty of forage. Lie 
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had captured most of Early’s horses and picked up 
a good many others on the road. When he reached 
Ashland he was assailed by the enemy in force. 
He resisted their assault with part of his command, 
moved quickly across the South and North Anna, 
going north, and reached White House safely on 
the 19th. 

The time for Sherman to move had to be fixed 
with reference to the time he could get away from 
G-oldsboro’, where he then was. Supplies had to be 
got up to him which would last him through a long 
march, as there would probably not be much to be 
obtained in the country through which he would 
pass. I had to arrange, therefore, that he should 
start from where he was, in the neighborhood of 
Goldsboro’, on the 18th of April, the earliest day at 
which he supposed he could be ready. 

Sherman was anxious that I should wait where I 
was until he could come up and make a sure thing 
of it; but I had determined to move as soon as the 
roads and weather would admit of my doing so. I 
had been tied down somewhat in the matter of fix¬ 
ing any time at my pleasure for starting, until 
Sheridan, who was on his way from the Shenan¬ 
doah Valley to join me, should arrive, as both his 
presence and that of his cavalry were necessary to 
the execution of the plans which I had in mind. 
However, having arrived at White House on the 
19th- of March, I was enabled to make my plans. 

Prompted by my anxiety lest Lee should get 
away some night before I was aware of it, and, 
having the lead of me, push into North Carolina to 
join with Johnston in attempting to crush out 
Sherman, I had, as early as the 1st of the month 
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March, given his! ruotions to iho troops around 
dorsburg to koop a sharp lookout lo sea that suoh 
movomont should ni>1 osoapo thoir notioo, and to 
>! roady to striko at otioo if it was undortnkan. 

It is now known that parly in tho month of 
a rah Mr. Davis anal Loiioral Lot* had a aonsulta- 
)it about I ho sitimtion of a flairs in and about 
iahmond and IVtarshurg, ami I hoy both agreed 
at those places won* no lotion’ {enable for them, 
id that they mtist get away as soon as possible. 
ioy, loo, wort 1 * waiting for dry roads, or a uondi- 
>n of the roads which would make it possible to 

l>VO. 

Ueneral Lot*, in aid of his plan of ascupa, and to 
run* a wklor opening to enable them to reaeh the 
mville road with grantor soourity than lio would 
wo in fho way tin 4 two armies won 1 situated, da- 
rtninod upon an assault upon fho right of our 
ms around Petersburg. The night of the 24th of 
arch was fixod upon for this assault, and General 
►rdon was assigned to tin* exeeut Uni of tho plan, 
to point bofwoon For! Sfedmun and Battery 
>„ 10, where our Hues were closest together, was 
looted as tho point of Ids attaok. Tho attack 
is to be made at night, and tin* troops were to got 
►ssession of the higher ground in tho roar, whore 
oy supposed we had ini renchments, thon sweep 
tho right and loft, pronto a panio in fho linos of 
ir army, and foroo mo to oontraof my lines. Loo 
►pad this would datum mo a faw days longer and 
vo him an opportunity of asaupa. Tho plan was 
dl oonooivod and tho exeeut ion of it vory wall 
mo indeed, up to tha point of carrying n portion 
our lino. 
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G-ordon assembled Ms troops, under the cover of 
night, at the point at which they were to make 
their charge, and got possession of our picket-line, 
entirely without the knowledge of the troops inside 
of our main line of intrenehments; this reduced the 
distance he would have to charge over to not much 
more than fifty yards. For some time before, the 
deserters had been coming in with great frequency, 
often bringing their arms with them; and this the 
Confederate general knew. Taking advantage of 
this knowledge, he sent his pickets, with their arms, 
creeping through to ours, as if to desert. When 
they got to our lines they at once took possession 
and sent our pickets to the rear as prisoners. In 
the main line our men were sleeping serenely, as if 
in great security. This plan was to have been exe¬ 
cuted and much damage done before daylight; but 
the troops that were to reinforce G-ordon had to be 
brought from the north side of the James River, and, 
by some accident on the railroad on their way over, 
they were detained for a considerable time; so that 
it got to be nearly daylight before they were ready 
to make the charge. 

The charge, however, was successful and almost 
without loss, the enemy passing through our lines 
between Fort Stedman and Battery No. 10. Then, 
turning to the right and left, they captured the 
fort and the battery, with all the arms and troops 
in them. Continuing the charge, they also carried 
Batteries 11 and 12 to our left, which they turned 
toward City Point. 

Meade happened to be at City Point that night, 
and this break in his line cut him off from all com¬ 
munication with his headquarters. Parke, however, 
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commanding 111* 1 Ninili (orpN when this broach took 
place, telegraphed 11 u* fads to Meade's headquarters, 
mu 1 7 learning that thr general was away, assumed 
command himself, ami wit h eoimnendable promp- 
tilude made all preparations to drive tin* enemy 
hack. ( ieneral f ridball gathered a large nmnlHT of 
pit‘<a\s of art illerv, and planted them in roar of the 
captured works so as to sw eep tin* narrow space of 
ground htdween the lines very thoroughly. Hurt- 
ran ft was shhi out with his division, as also was 
Willoox. Ilartranfl to tie* right of the broach 
headed the rebels off in that direction and rapidly 
drove them back into Fort Stedmam On the other 
side they were driven back into the infrenelnnents 
whielt they had eaptured, and Batteries 11 and 12 
were retaken by Willcox early in the morning. 

Parke then threw a line around outside of the 
captured fort and batteries, and eonnnunieution 
was onee more established. The artillery tire was 
kept up so continuously that it was impossible for 
the (\mfedorutos to retreat, and equally impossible 
for reinforcements to join them. They all, there¬ 
fore, fell raplives into our hands. This effort of 
Lee's cost him about four thousand men, and re¬ 
sulted in their killing, wounding, and capturing 
about two thousand of ours. 

After the recapture of the batteries taken by the 
(Jon federates, our troops made a charge and curried 
the enemy’s intrenched picket-line, which they 
strengthened and held. This, in turn, gave ns but 
a short distance to elmrge over when our attack 
came to be made a lew days later. 

The day that Oordou was making dispositions for 
this attack (24th of March) 1 issued my orders for 
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the movement lo commence on t.lio 29th. Ord, witli 
three divisions ol* infantry and^Mackonzio’s (Rivalry, 
was to move in advance on tho night of tho 27 th, 
from tho north side of tho damns River, and take 
his place on onr oxtromo loft, thiriy miles away. 
Ho loft Woitzol wills tho rest of tin 1 ) Army of tho 
damns to hold Bormuda, Hundred and ih<^ north of 
tho damns River. Tho Engineer Brigade was to ho 
hvft at Oity Point, and JParko’s corps in tho linos 
about Potorsburg. 

Ord was at his place promptly. Humphreys and 
Warron wore them on our oxtromo loft with tho 
Second ami Fifth corps. Thoy wore dirootod, on 
tho arrival of Ord, and on his getting into position 
in thoir planes, (o cross HatchoFs Run and extend 
out west toward Five Forks, Iho object "being to got; 
into a position from which wo conld strike tho 
South Hide railroad and ultimately the Danville 
railroad. There was considerable fighting in tak¬ 
ing up those now positions for the Second and 
Fifth corps, in which the Army of Use dames had 
also to participate somewhat., and tho losses wore 
quite severe. 

This was what was known as tho battle of White 
Oak road. 


o< 


Chap, x: 


W. U. XI 
(1) 002, (V 
70(1 


CHAPTER XXII 


Chap. XXTT 
1865 


W. R. X'LVr 
(1) 52. But 

of.Hhpridan, 

Momo1rMI» 

127,184 


TNTKHVIKW WITH SHF.IitOAN. <1U\N!> MOVKMF.XT OF 

THK ARMY of TltK l’oToM\c - shkhihan's ai>- 
VANOK ON FI VK FORKS RATI't.K OF FIVK FORKS 
— 1 ‘ARKK ANO WltKitlT Sl'oUM THF, KNKMY’s LINKS 
— ItATTLKS ItF.FOUF. FKTKUSHt'UU 

S IIKIMDAN reached City Point on tin* 'Jtith of 
March. His horses, of course, were jaded, and 
many of them had lost their shoes. A few days of 
rest, were necessary to recujierate the animals and 
also to have them shod and put in condition for 
moving. Immediately on < leneral Sheridan’s ar¬ 
rival at City Point 1 prepared his instructions for 
the move which 1 had decided upon. The move¬ 
ment, Avas to commence on the ‘Jdth of the month. 

After reading the instructions i had given him 
Sheridan walked out of my tent, and I followed to 
have some conversation with him by himselt not 
in the presence of anybody else, even of a member 
of ray staff. In preparing his instructions l con¬ 
templated just what-took place; that is to say, cap¬ 
turing Five Forks, driving the enemy from Peters¬ 
burg and Richmond, and terminating the contest 
before separating from the enemy. But the nation 
had already become restless and discouraged at the 
prolongation of the war, and many believed that 



INTERVIEW WITH SHERIDAN 


301 


it would never terminate except by compromise, chap.xxh 
Knowing that unless my plan proved an entire suc¬ 
cess it would be interpreted as a disastrous defeat, 

I provided in these instructions that in a certain 
event he was to cut loose from the Army of the 
Potomac and his base of supplies, and, living upon 
the country, proceed south by the way of the Dan¬ 
ville railroad, or near it, across the Roanoke, get in 
the rear of Johnston, who was guarding that road, 
and cooperate with Sherman in destroying Johns¬ 
ton ; tlien with these combined forces to help carry 
out the instructions which Sherman already had re¬ 
ceived, to act in cooperation with the armies around 
Petersburg and Richmond. 

I saw that after Sheridan had read his instructions M S em?ta,iL 
he seemed somewhat disappointed at the idea, pos- 128 
sibly, of having to cut loose again from the Army 
of the Potomac, and place himself between the two 
main armies of the enemy. I said to him, “ Gen¬ 
eral, this portion of your instructions I have put 
in merely as a blind; ” and gave him the reason for 
doing so, heretofore described. I told him that, as 
a matter of fact, I intended to close the war right 
here with this movement, and that he should go 
no far-ther. His face at once brightened up, and 
slapping his hand on his leg he said, “ I am glad to 
hear it, and we can do it.” 

Sheridan was not, however, to make his move¬ 
ment against Five Forks until he got further in¬ 
structions from me. 

One day, after the movement I am about to de- ct. ibid. 142- 
seribe had commenced, and when his cavalry was 
on our extreme left and far to the rear, south, 
Sheridan rode up to where my headquarters were 
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then established, at I>almay's M ills. He met some 
of my stalT-otVieers outside, and was highly jubilant 
ovcr (ho prospers of Miir<‘ss, giving reasons why 
he believed this would prove (he final and sueeess- 
ful effort. Although my chief of sfafT had urged 
very strongly that we ref uni to our position about 
City Point and in the lines around Petersburg, he 
asked Sheridan to route in to see me and say to mo 
what he had been saying to them. Sheridan felt a 
litfle modest about giving his adviee where it- had 
not been asked ; so one of my sfafT entne in and told 
mo that Sheridan had what they eonsidered impor¬ 
tant news, and suggested that i send for him. 1 
did so, and was glad to see the spirit of eonfidoneo 
with which he was imbued. Knowing, as I did 
from experience, of wlrnt great value that feeling 
of eonlidenee by a eommander was, 1 determined to 
make a. movement at onee, although, on aeeount of 
the rains which had fallen after I had started out, 
the roads wen* still very heavy. Orders were given 
accordingly. 

Finally the 2!Mh of March rami', and fortunately, 
there having been a few days free from rain, the 
surface of the ground was dry, giving indications 
that the time had come when we could move. On 
that date 1 moved out with all the army available 
after leaving suflieient force to hold the lino about 
Petersburg. If soon set in raining again, however, 
and in a. very short time the roads became practi¬ 
cally impassable for teams, and almost so for cav¬ 
alry. Nome) hues a horse or nude would he stand¬ 
ing apparently on firm ground, when all at onee one 
foot would sink, and as la* commenced scrambling 
to catch himself, all his feed would sink, and he 
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votild liave to be drawn by band out of tbe quick- 
ands so common in that part of Virginia and other 
Southern States. It became necessary, therefore, to 
mild corduroy roads every foot of the way as we 
idvaneed, to move our artillery upon. Tbe army 
tad become so accustomed to this kind of work, and 
vere so well prepared for it, that it was done very 
■apidly. The next day (March 30th) we had made 
ufficient progress to the southwest to warrant me 
n starting Sheridan with his cavalry over by Din- 
viddie, with instructions to then come up by the 
■oad leading northwest to Five Forks, thus menac- 
ng the right of Lee’s line. 

This movement was made for the purpose of ex¬ 
tending our lines to the west as far as practicable 
;oward the enemy’s extreme right, or Five Forks. 
Che column moving detached from the army still in 
;he trenches was, excluding the cavalry, very small, 
rhe forces in the trenches were themselves extend¬ 
ing to the left flank. Warren was on the extreme 
[eft when the extension began, but Humphreys was 
inarched around later and thrown into line between 
bam and Five Forks. 

My hope was that Sheridan would be able to 
uarry Five Forks, get on the enemy’s right flank 
and rear, and force them to weaken their center to 
protect their right, so that an assault in the center 
might be successfully made. General Wright’s corps 
bad been designated to make this assault, which I 
intended to order as soon as information reached 
me of Sheridan’s success. He was to move under 
sover as close to the enemy as he could get. 

It is natural to suppose that Lee would under¬ 
stand my design to be to get up to the South Side 
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(*xi a i*.x,xn and ultimately to 1 he Danville railroad, as soon as 

ho had heard of the movement eommeneod on the 
Man'ii, ih« 6 20th. These mads were so important to his vary 
existence while he remained in Richmond and 
Petersburg, and of sueh vital importance to him 
even in ease of ret mat, that naturally he would 
ma.ke most strenuous efforts to defend them. lie 
w -( l 1 t * 1 5 (1 !; VI did on the doth send Pickett with five brigades to 
reinforce Five Forks, lie also sent around to the 
right of his army some t wo or three other divisions, 
besides directing that other troops In* held in readi¬ 
ness cm tho north side of the dames River to come 
over on calk He came over himself to superintend 
in person the defense of his right Hank. 
n>ut.urn Sheridan moved hack to ! >in widdiet\>urt House 
on the night of the doth, and then took a road lead¬ 
ing north west to Five Forks. He had only his cav¬ 
alry with him. Scam encountering the rebel cavalry, 
ho met with a very stout resistance. He 1 gradually 
drove them hack, however, until in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Five Forks. Here he had to encounter 
other troops besides thost* he had been contending 
with, and was forced to give way. 

Nhm'idiin, Jjj j.hjs condition of affairs he notified mo of 

Mdinoirn, Ii, 

m\,m wind- had taken place, and stated that he was fall¬ 
ing back toward Pinwiddie gradually and slowly, 
and asked me to send WrigidV corps to his assis¬ 
tance. 1 replied to him that it was impossible to 
send Wrigilds corps, because that corps was already 
in line, close up to the enemy, where wo should 
’want to assault- when the proper time came, and 
was, besides, a long distance from him; but the 
Hoeond (Humphreyses) and Fifth (Warren’*) corps 
wore on our extreme left and a little to the rear of 
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it, in a position to threaten the left flank of the chap, xxii 
enemy at Five Forks, and that I would send Warren. 

Accordingly orders were sent to Warren to move 
at once that night (the 31st) to Dinwiddie Court 
House and put himself in communication with 
Sheridan as soon as possible, and report to him. 

He was very slow in moving, some of his troops not 
starting until after five o’clock next morning. When 
he did move it was done very deliberately, and on 
arriving at Gravelly Run he found the stream 
swollen from the recent rains, so that he regarded 
it as not fordable. Sheridan, of course, knew of 
his coming, and being impatient to get the troops 
up as soon as possible, sent orders to him to hasten. 

He was also hastened, or at least ordered to move 189 
up rapidly, by General Meade. He now felt that 
he could not cross that creek without bridges, and 
his orders were changed to move so as to strike the 
pursuing enemy in flank or get in their rear; but he 
was so late in getting up that Sheridan determined 
to move forward without him. However, Ayres’s 
division of Warren’s corps reached him in time to 
be in the fight all day, most of the time separated 
from the remainder of the Fifth Corps and fighting 
directly under Sheridan. 

Warren imported to Sheridan about eleven o’clock 
on the 1st, but the whole of his troops were not up ^ 
so as to be much engaged until late in the after- 1105 
noon. Griffin’s division, in backing to get out of the 
way of a severe cross-fire of the enemy, was found 
marching away from the fighting. This did not 
continue long, however; the division was brought 
back, and with Ayres’s division did most excellent iMd-maa 
service during the day. Crawford’s division of the 
Yon. II.—20 
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sumo corps hud backed still fart her off, and although 
orders worn soul repeatedly to bring it up, it. was 
lain i>efore it finally g<>t to where it could bo of 
material assistance. Once there it. did very exool- 

Icnl service. 

Sheridan ..led by the middle of the after¬ 

noon, or a little later, in ad \ a tiring up to the point, 
from which to make his designed assault upon Five 
Forks itself, lie was very impatient to make the 
assatdl and have it all over before nigld, because 
the ground he occupied would be untenable tor him 
in bivouac durin.tr the night. Fnlesx the assault, 
was made and was successful he would be obliged 
t,o ret urn lo ! >inw iddie (’ourt 1 louse, or even farther 
than that, for tin* night. 

It. was at this junction of niVairs that Sheridan 
wanted to get Crawford’s division in hand, and he 
also wanted Warren. Ib* sent stall-ollieer alter 
stafT-oftieer in search of Warren, directing that 
general to report to him, but they wore unable to 
lind him. At all events, Sheridan was unable to 
get that ollieer to him. Finally he went himself, 
lie issued an order relieving Warren and assigning 
(jriftiii to the command of tin* Filth Corps. The 
troops were then brought up and the assault suc- 
eessfully math*. 

I was so much dissatisfied with Warren’s dilatory 
movements in the battle ot \\ hite Oak road, and 
in his failure to reneh Sheridan in time, that I was 
very mueh afraid that at the last moment lie would 
fail Sheridan. Ib* was a man ot tint* intelligence, 
great earnest ness, quiek percept ion, and could make 
his dispositions as quickly as any officer, uudei 
difficulties where he was forced to net. But 1 had 
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"before discovered a defect which was beyond his chap, xxn 
control, that was veiy prejudicial to his usefulness 
in emergencies like the one just before us. He 
could see every danger at a glance before he had 
encountered it. He would not only make prepara¬ 
tions to meet the danger which might occur, but* he 
would inform his commanding officer what others 
should do while he was executing his move. 

I had sent a staff-officer to General Sheridan to n 

call his attention to these defects, and to say that, 160 
as much as I liked General Warren, now was not a 
time when we could let our personal feelings for 
any one stand in the way of success; and if his re¬ 
moval was necessary to success, not to hesitate. It 
was upon that authorization that Sheridan removed ibia. m 
Warren. I was very sorry that it had been done, 
and regretted still more that I had not long before 
taken occasion to assign him to another field of 
duty. 

It was dusk when our troops under Sheridan went w - 
over the parapets of the enemy. The two armies 
were mingled together there for a time in such 
manner that it was almost a question which one 
was going to demand the surrender of the other. 

Soon, however, the enemy broke and ran in every 
direction, some six thousand prisoners, besides artil¬ 
lery and small arms in large quantities, faffing into 
our hands. The flying troops were pursued in dif¬ 
ferent directions, the cavalry and Fifth Corps under 
Sheridan pursuing the larger body, which moved 
northwest. 

This pursuit continued until about nine o’clock 
at night, when Sheridan halted his troops, and, 
knowing the importance to him of the part of the 
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enemy's line \vliic*h had been captured, returned, 

stMi«tin^c tin* Fifth Corps across IlutchcrV Hun to 
just soul h\\est of !Viersburg, and during them 

toward it. Merritt, with the cavalry, stopped and 
bivouacked west of Five Porks. 

This was the condition which affairs wore in on 
the night of the 1st of April. 1 then issued orders 
for an assault hy Wright and Parke at four oVloek 
on the morning of the lid. 1 also ordered the 
Second Corps, (Jenernl Humphreys, and Ueneral 
Ord with the Army of the dames, on the left, to 
hold themselves in readiness to take any advan¬ 
tage that could he taken from weakening in their 
front, 

I notified Mr. Lincoln at City Point of the suc¬ 
cess of the day: in fact, l had reported to him dur¬ 
ing the day and evening as 1 got news, because he 
was so much interested in the movements taking 
place tha! 1 wanted to relieve his mind as much as 
1 could. I notified Weit*/.el on the north side of the 
dames River, directing him, also, to keep close up 
to the enemy, and lake advantage of the with¬ 
drawal of I roups from there to promptly enter the 
city of Richmond. 

I was afraid that Lee would regard the posses¬ 
sion of Five Forks as of so much importance that 
lie would make a last desperate effort to retake it, 
risking every!hing upon the east of a single dies. It 
was for this reason that I had ordered the assault 
to take place at once, as soon as I had received the 
news of the rapt ure of Five Forks. The corps 
commanders, however, reported that if was so 
dark that the men could not see to move, and it 
would he impossible to make the assault then. 


ASSAULT BY PABKE AND -WEIGHT 

But we kept up a continuous artillery fire upon the 
enemy around the whole line, including that north 
of the James River, until it was light enough to 
move, which was about a quarter to five in the 
morning. 

At that hour Parke’s and Wright’s corps moved 
out as directed, brushed the abatis from their front 
as they advanced under a heavy fire of musketry 
and artillery, and went without flinching directly 
on till they mounted the parapets and threw them¬ 
selves inside of the enemy’s line. Parke, who was 
on the right, swept down to the right and captured 
a very considerable length of line in that direction; 
but at that point the outer was so near the inner 
line which closely enveloped the city of Petersburg 
that he could make no advance forward, and, in 
fact, had a very serious task to turn the lines which 
he had captured to the defense of his own troops 
and to hold them; but he succeeded in this. 

Wright swung around to his left and moved to 
Hatcher’s Run, sweeping everything before him. 
The enemy had traverses in rear of his captured 
line, under cover of which he made something of a 
stand, from one to another, as Wright moved on; 
but the latter met no serious obstacle. As you 
proceed to the left the outer line becomes gradu¬ 
ally much farther from the inner one, and along 
about Hatcher’s Run they must be neaily two 
miles apart. Both Parke and Wright captured a 
considerable amount of artillery and some prison¬ 
ers—Wright about three thousand of them. 

In the mean time Ord and Humphreys, in obedi¬ 
ence to the instructions they had received, had suc¬ 
ceeded by daylight, or very early in the morning, 
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ui in capturing I In 1 inf ranched picket-lines in their 
fnmf; and before Wright got up fo that point, Ord 
had also sueeeeded in gelling inside of tlu v enemy’s 
infrenchmenfs. The Serond ( Wps soon followed; 
and (ho outer works of Petersburg were in iho 
hands of f ho National fmops, never fo ho wrenched 
from I hem again. When Wright reached Hateher’s 
Bun, ho stad a. regiment to dost my t ho South Side 
railroad just outsido of Iho oify. 

My headquarters won' still at I)a.bney\ssaw-mills. 
As soon as I rt'iod\o m i fho news of Wright’s surpass 
I stud despaf dues announcing tho fact fo all points 
around fho lino, including flu* troops at Bermuda 
Hundred and fhoso on tho nortli sido of tho dames, 
and fo the* President at City Point. Further des¬ 
patches kepi in, and as they did I stud, tho 

JN* additional nows to these* pedals. Finding at length 
that they were all in, 1 moulded niv horse* to join 
the* troops who were inside the* works. When 1 ar¬ 
rived there I rode my horse over the parapet just 
as Wright’s fhree thousand prisoners wore coming 
out. I was soon joined inside by Oeneral Meado 
and his sfafT. 

he made frantic efforts to recover at least part 
; V1 of tho lost ground. Parke on our right was repeat¬ 
edly assaulted, hut repulsed every effort. Before 
noon Lon^st reef, was ordered up from the nortli 
side of the .lames River, thus bringing the hulk of 
Lee’s army around to the support of his extreme 
right. As soon as 1 learned this 1 notified Weitzel 
H and directed him to keep up (dose to tin* enemy, and 
!’• to have HartsufT, commanding the Bermuda Llun- 
i»?.’ <lre.d front, to do the same thing, and if they 
mi found any break to go in; Hartsuff especially 
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should do so, for this would separate Richmond 
and Petersburg. 

Sheridan, after lie had returned to Five Forks, 
swept down to Petersburg, coming in on our left. 
This gave us a continuous line from the Appomat¬ 
tox River below the city to the same river above. 
At eleven o’clock, not having heard from Sheridan, 
1 reinforced Parke with two brigades from City 
Point. With this additional force he completed his 
captured works for better defense, and built back 
from his right, so ns to protect, his Hank. Lie also 
carried in and made an abatis between himself 
and the enemy. Lee brought additional troops 
and artillery against Parke even after this was 
done, and made several assaults with very heavy 
losses. 

The enemy had, in addition to their intrenched 
lino close up to Petersburg, two inclosed works 
outside of if, Fort Cregg and Fort. Whitworth. 
Wo thought it had now become necessary to carry 
them by assault. About, one o’clock in the day, Fort 
Gregg was assaulted by Foster’s division of the 
Twonty-fourth Corps (Gibbon’s), supported by two 
brigades from Ord’s eommaml. The battle was des¬ 
perate, and the National troops were repulsed several 
times; hut. it was finally carried, and immediately 
the troops in Fort Whitworth evacuated the place. 
Tho guns of Fori. Gregg were turned upon the 
retreating enemy, and the commanding ollicer, 
with some sixty of the men of Fort. Whitworth, 
surrendered. 

I had ordered Miles in the morning to report, to 
Sheridan. In moving to execute this order he came 
upon tho enemy at. the intersection of the White 
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oiiAr.xxii Oak road and the Olaiborne road. The enemy foil 
back to Sutherland's station on the South Side road 
and wort* followed by Milos. This position, natu¬ 
rally a. strong and defensible one, was also strongly 
w.itxm jjjj iTiiohod. Sheridan now came up,and Milos asked 
permission from him to make tho assault, which 
m Sheridan gave. By this bum 4 Humphreys had got 
through the outer works in his front, and came up 
also and assumed command over Miles, who com¬ 
manded a division in his corps. 1 had sent an 
order to Humphreys to turn to his right and move 
toward Petersburg. This order he now got, and 
started off, thus halving Allies alone. The latter 
ma.de t wo assaults, both of whieh failed, and he had 
to fail baek ai few hundred yards. 

Hearing that Miles had been left in this position, 
l directed Humphreys to send a division back to his 
relief. He went, himself. 

Sheridan, before start ing to sweep down to Peters- 
lmr ft had sent Merritt with his eavalry to the west 
m toatlnek some <'onledernte eaivalry that had assem¬ 
bled there. Merritt drove them north to the Appo¬ 
mattox River. Sheridan then look the enemy ai. 
Sut herlamPs stat ion on the reverse* side from where 
Miles was, and the* two toget her capt ured the place, 
with a large* number of prisoners and some pieces of 
artillery, and put the* remainder, portions of three 
(kmfederateeorps, be High!. Sheridan followed,and 
drove* 1 hem until night, when furl her pursuit was 
w.HjXVU stopped. Miles hivouaeked for the* night on the 
ground whieh he, with Sheridan, had earned Holland- 
somely by assault. 1 cannot explain tin* situation 
’here better (lmn by giving my despatch to City Point 
that evening: 
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Boydton Road, near Petersburg, 
April 2, 1865,4:40 p.m. 

Colonel T. S. Bowers, 

City Point: 

We are now up and have a continuous line of troops, 
and in a few hours will be intrenched from the Appomattox 
below Petersburg to the river above. Heth’s and Wilcox’s 
divisions—such part of them as were not captured—were 
cut off from town, either designedly on their part or be¬ 
cause they could not help it. Sheridan with the cavalry 
and Fifth Corps is above them. Miles’s division, Second 
Corps, was sent from the White Oak road to Sutherland’s 
station on the South Side railroad, where he met them, 
and at last accounts was engaged with them. Not know¬ 
ing whether Sheridan would get up in time, General 
Humphreys was sent with another division from here. 
The whole captures since the army started out gunning 
will amount to not less than twelve thousand men and 
probably fifty pieces of artillery. I do not know the num¬ 
ber of men and guns accurately, however. ... I think the 
President might come out and pay us a visit to-morrow. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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During the night of April 2d our line was in¬ 
trenched from the river above to the river below. 
I ordered a bombardment to be commenced the 
next morning at 5 a.m., to be followed by an assault 
at six o’clock; but the enemy evacuated Petersburg 
early in the morning. 
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THE HAITERE OK FHTKHSm’UCl —MEETINE FKKHIDENT 
LINCOLN IN PKTEItSiiritU - -THE CAPTURE OF 
RICHMOND — V V RK V IN O THK EX EM Y - -• VISIT TO 
HI I KKIHAN A XI > MEADE 

/'iHNFdtAL MKADK and I eniered Petersburg 
(Hi |||,i morning of the dd and took a position 
under cover of a house which protected us from the 
enemy’s musketry, which was flying thick and fast 
there. As wo would occasionally look around the 
corner wo could soo (In' streets and the Appomat¬ 
tox bottom, presumably near Hit' bridge, pa,eked 
with the <'on federal 0 army. I did not have artil¬ 
lery brought up, because I was sum Loo was trying 
to make his escape, and 1 wanted to push immedi¬ 
ately in pursuit. At all events, I had not the heart 
to t urn tho artillery upon such a mass of defeated 
and fleeing men, and 1 hoped to capture them soon. 

Soon after the enemy had entirely evacuated 
Petersburg, a man came in who represented him¬ 
self to bo an engineer of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. He said that. Lei* had for some time been 
at work preparing a strong inclosed intronehment, 
into which he would throw himself when forced 
out of Petersburg, and fight, his final battle there; 
that ho was actually at that time drawing his troops 
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from Richmond, and falling back into this prepared chap.xxiii 
work. This statement was made to General Meade 
and myself when we were together. I had already 
given orders for the movement up the south side 
of the Appomattox for the purpose of heading off 
Lee; but Meade was so much impressed by this 
man’s story that he thought we ought to cross the 
Appomattox there at once and move against Lee in 
his new position. I knew that Lee was no fool, as 
he would have been to have put himself and his 
army between two formidable streams like the 
James and Appomattox rivers, and botween two 
such armies as those of the Potomac and the James. 

Then these streams coming together as they did to 
the east of him, it would be only necessary to close 
up in the west to have him thoroughly cut off from 
all supplies or possibility of reinforcement. It would 
only have been a question of days,—and not many 
of them,—if he had taken the position assigned to 
him by the so-called engineer, when ho would have 
been obliged to surrender his army. Such is one of 
the ruses resorted to in war to deceive your antago¬ 
nist. My judgment was that Leo would necessarily 
have to evacuate Richmond, and that the only 
course for him to pursue would bo to follow the 
Danville road. Accordingly my object was to se¬ 
cure a point on that road south of Lee, and I told 
Meade this. He suggested that if Lee was going 
that way we should follow him. My reply was that 
we did not want to follow him; we wanted to get PI “« ut 
ahead of him and cut him off, and if he would only 
stay in the position he (Meade) believed him to be 
in at that time, I wanted nothing better; that when 
we got in possession of the Danville railroad, at its 
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crossing <>t' (he Appomattox River, if wo still found 
him hot woou t he two rivers, alt wo had to do was to 
move oast wan! and oloso him up; that wo would 
t.lnrn ha,wall the advantage wo could possibly have 
hy moving dirootly against him from Petersburg, 
ovon if ho ronininod in tho position assigned him 
I>y (ho engineer oHhvr. 

1 had hold most of tho oommaud aloof from tho 
inf ronohmonts, so as to start thorn out on tho Dan- 
villo road oarly in tho morning, supposing that 
Loo would bo gone during tho night. During tho 
nifrht. I strengthened Shorhlan by sending him 
Humphreys's ourps. 

Loo, as wo now know, hail advisod tho author- 
itios at Richmond, during tin' day, of tho oondition 
of alfairs, and told thorn if would bo impossihlo for 
him to hold out longer limn night, if In' could hold 
out that. long. Da,vis was at church when ho re¬ 
ceived Loo’s despatch. Tito congregation was dis¬ 
missed with the notice that there would bo no 
evening service. The rebel government, left- Rich¬ 
mond about two o’clock in tho alfonioon ot tho Jd. 

At night Loo ordered his troops to assemble at, 
Amelia Court House, his object being to got away, 
join Johnston, if possible, and try to crush Sher¬ 
man before 1 could get, t hero. As soon as I was 
sim* of this I notified Sheridan, and directed him to 
movo out. on the Danville railroad to tho south side 
of the Appomattox River as speedily as possible. 
Ho replied that- he already lnul some ot his com¬ 
mand nine miles out. I then ordered the rest, ot the 
Army of the Potomac under Meade to billow the 
same road in the morning. Parke’s corps followed 
by the same road, and the Army of the James was 



ALTERING- THE RAILROAD GAUGE 


directed to follow tlie road which, ran alongside of 
the South Side railroad to Burke’s Station, and to 
repair the railroad and telegraph as they proceeded. 
That road was a 5-feet gauge, while our rolling- 



stock was all of the 4 feet 8| inches gauge; conse¬ 
quently the rail on one side of the track had to be 
taken up throughout the whole length and relaid 
so as to conform to the gauge of our cars and loco¬ 
motives. 

Mr. Lincoln was at City Point at the time, and 
had been for some days. I would have let him 
know what I contemplated doing, only, while I felt 
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a strong eon vial ion that I ha niovf' was going to bo, 
successful, yet il might nof prove so ; ami then I 
would have only added anolhar to tha many disap¬ 
pointments ha had baan suffering for tin* past three 
years. I»u I whan \va starta<l out ha saw 1 had we 
wara moving tor a purpose, and bidding ns God¬ 
speed, tvntainnd thetv to haar Ilia result. 

The na\! morning atlar tha aapt ura of Petersburg 
I telegraphed Mr. Lincoln, asking him to ride out 
there ami see im\ whila I would await, his a, naval. 
I had start ad all tha troops out aarly in tin 1 morn¬ 
ing so that aflar tha National army laH Petersburg 
I lima' was not a soul to ha seen, not even an animal 
in tha streets. There was uhsolutaly no oua there 
except my stufT-oflieers and, possibly, a sma.ll es¬ 
cort of cavalry, We had selected tin' piazza, of a 
deserted house, and oeeupied it until tha President 
arrived. 

About fin 1 first tiling that Mr. Lincoln said to 
me, after warm eongrat ulat ions for the vietory and 
thanks both to myself and to the army whieh had 
accomplished it, was, ^ I )o you know, general, that 
I have had a sort of a- sneaking idea, for some days 
that you intended to do somef hing like this!’ 1 Our 
movements having been sueeessful up to this point, 
I no longer had any objeet in eoneealing from the 
President all my movements, ami tha objects I 
ha.d in view, lie remained for soma days near Pity 
Point, and I communicated with him frequently 
ami fully hy telegraph. 

Mr. Lincoln knew flint, if had bean arranged for 
Sherman to join me at a fixed time, to cooperate in 
the destruction of Lee’s army. I told him that I 
had bean very anxious to have the Eastern armies 
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vanquish their old enemy, who had so long resisted 
all their repeated and gallant attempts to subdue 
them or drive them from their capital. The West¬ 
ern armies had been in the main successful until 
they had conquered all the territory from the Mis¬ 
sissippi River to the State of North Carolina, and 
were now almost ready to knock at the back door 
of Richmond, asking admittance. I said to him 
that if the Western armies should be oven upon 
the field, operating against Richmond and Lee, the 
credit would be given to them for the capture, by 
politicians and non-combatants from the section of 
country which those troops hailed from. It might 
lead to disagreeable bickerings between members 
of Congress of the East and those of the West in 
some of their debates. Western members might be 
throwing it up to the members of the East that in 
the suppression of the rebellion they were not able 
to capture an army, or to accomplish much in the 
way of contributing toward that end, but had to 
wait until the Western annies had conquered all the 
territory south and west of them, and then come on 
to help them capture the only army they had been 
engaged with. 

Mr. Lincoln said he saw that now, but had never 
thought of it before, because his anxiety was so 
great that he did not care where the aid came from 
so the work was done. 

The Army of the Potomac has every reason to 
be proud of its four years’ record in the suppres¬ 
sion of the rebellion. The army it had to fight was 
the protection to the capital of a people which was 
attempting to found a nation upon tlie territory of 
the United States. Its loss would be the loss of the 
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cause. Every energy, t herefore, was put forth by 
the (lonfederney to protect and maintain their cap¬ 
ital. Everything else would go if it went. Lee’s 
army had to be strengthened to enable it to main¬ 
tain it h position, no matter what territory was 
wrested from the South in another quarter. 

I never expected any such bickering as I have 
indicated between the soldiers of the two sections; 
and fortunately then' has been none between the 
politicians. Possibly I am the only one who thought 
of the liability of such a state of things in advance. 

When our conversation was at an end J\lr. Lin¬ 
coln mounted his horse ami started on his return to 
(lit.y Point, while l and my staff started to join the 
army, now a good many miles in advance. Up to 
this time l hud not received the report of the cap¬ 
ture of Richmond. 

Hoon after I left President Lincoln I received a 
despatch from (letieral Weit/.el which notified me 
that he hud taken possession of Richmond at about 
8:15 o’clock in the morning of that day (the 5d), and 
that he had found the city on tire in two places. 
The city was in the most utter confusion. The 
authorities had taken the precaution to empty all 
the liquor into the gutter, and to throw out the 
provisions winch the Confederate government had 
left, for the people to gather up. The city had 
been deserted by t he ant horit ies, civil and military, 
without, any not ice whatever that they were about 
to leave. In fact, up to the very hour of the evac¬ 
uation the people had been led to believe that Leo 
had gained an important victory somewhere around 
Petersburg, 

Woitzel’s command found evidence of great de- 
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moralization in Lee’s army, there being still a great 
many men and even officers in the town. The city 
was on fire. Our troops were directed to extin¬ 
guish the flames, which they finally succeeded in 
doing. The fire had been started by some one con¬ 
nected with the retreating army. All authorities 
deny that it was authorized, and I presume it was 
the work of excited men who were leaving what 
they regarded as their capital, and may have felt 
that it was better to destroy it than have it fall into 
the hands of their enemy. Be that as it may, the 
National troops found the city in flames, and used 
every effort to extinguish them. 

The troops that had formed Lee’s right, a great 
many of them, were cut off from getting back into 
Petersburg, and were pursued by our cavalry so 
hotly and closely that they threw away caissons, 
ammunition, clothing, and almost everything to 
lighten their loads, and pushed along up the Ap¬ 
pomattox River until finally they took water and 
crossed over. 

I left Mr. Lincoln and started, as I have already 
said, to join the command, which halted at Suther¬ 
land’s station, about nine miles out. Wo had still 
time to march as much farther, and time was an- 
object; but the roads were bad, and the trains be¬ 
longing to the advance corps had blocked up the 
road so that it was impossible to get on. Then, 
again, our cavalry had struck some of the enemy 
and were pursuing them; and the orders were that 
the roads should be given up to the cavalry when¬ 
ever they appeared. This caused further delay. 

General Wright, who was in command of one of 
the corps which were left back, thought to gain 
Vol. II.—21 
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ciiai’.xxui time by lolling his jihmi go into bivouac and trying 
io get up sonic rations for them, ami clearing out, 
the roatl, so that when they did start they would 
ho uninterrupted. Humphreys, who was far a,head, 
was also out of rations. They did not succeed in 
getting them up through the night ; but the Army 
Pehunar, officers and men, wore so elated by 
tbe retleeli<m that at last they were following up a* 
viefory to its end that t hey preferred marching with¬ 
out rat ions to running a possible risk of letting the 
enemy elude them. So the march was resumed at 
three oVloek in the morning. 

W *(iMm VI MerritTs cavalry had struck the enemy at Deep 
( Trek, and driven them north to the Appomattox, 
when % I presume, most of them wen* forced to 
cross. 

On the morning of thedth 1 learned that Deo had 
ordered rat ions up from Danville bn* his famishing 
army, and that they were to meet him at Parmville. 
This showed that Dee had already abandoned tho 
idea of following the railroad down to Danville, hut 
had determined to go farther west, by the way of 
Parmville. I notified Sheridan of this and directed 
m him to get possession of t he road Isidore the supplies 
could natch Dee. lie responded that he had already 
scud < Vook\s division to get upon the* road between 
Burkesville and Jetersville, then to faec north and 
mareh along tin' nmd upon tin* latter place; and ho 
thought <Took must he* there now. The hulk of the 
army moved directly for Jelersville by two roads. 

After I had received the despafeh from Sheridan 
saying thatProok was on tin* Danville road, I im¬ 
mediately ordered Meade to make a forced march 
with the Army of the Potomac, and to send Parke’s 
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corps across from the road they were on to the chai-.xxui 
South Side railroad, to fall in the rear of the Army 
of tho dames and to protect the railroad which that 
army was repairing as it went along. 

Our troops took possession of Jotersvillo, and in 
the telegraph-oilice they found a despatch from Let', ^’upil^'a 
ordering two hundred thousand rations from Dan¬ 
ville. The despatch had not been stud., but Sheri¬ 
dan sent a special messenger with it to Ihirkesvillo 
and had it forwarded from there. Tn tho mean time, 
however, despatches from other sources had reached 
Danville, and they knew there that our tunny was 
on the line of the road; so that i,hey sent no further 
supplies from that quarter. 

At this time Merritt and’Mackenzie, with the cav- ^ 'mb 
airy, were oil: between the road which the Army of 
the Potomac, was marching on and the Appomat¬ 
tox Kiver, and were attacking the ('tunny in flank. 

They picked up a great many prisoners and fort ted 
the abandonment of some property. 

Loo intrenched himself at Amelia Pourt House, 
and also his advance north of detorsvillo, and sent 
his troops out to collect forage. The country was 
very poor and afforded hut very little. His foragers 
scattered a groat deal; many of them were [ticked 
up hy our men, and many others never returned to 
the Army of Northern Virginia,. 

(Iriffin’s corps was intrenched across the railroad 
south of Jotersvillo, and Sheridan notified me of 
tho situation. .1 again ordered Meade up with all ibid, oot 
despatch, Sheridan having hut, tint one corps of in¬ 
fantry, with a little cavalry, confronting Lett’s entire 
army. Meade, always prompt, in obeying orders, 
now pushed forward with great energy, although ho 
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was himself sick and hardly able to bn out of bod. 
Humphreys moved at two, and Wright at three 
o’clock in tho morning, without rations, as t have 

said, the wagons being far in I ho roar. 

1 stayed that night at Wilson's Station on the 
Smith Side railroad. On tin* morning of the f>th I 
sent word to Shoridan of tin* progress Meade was 
making, and suggested that fa* might now attack 
Lee. We had now no other objective than the 
DonlVderate armies, and I was anxious to close the 
thing up at once. 

On the of It 1 marohod again with Ord’s command 
until within about ten miles of Burkesvillo, whore 1 
stopped to let his army pass. 1 then received from 
Sheridan the following despatch: 

The whole of Lees army is at or near Amelia Court 
House, and on this side of if. < lenerul Davies, whom l 
sent out to Paiiiesville on their right flank, lias just, cap- 
tured six pieees of artillery and some wagons. Wo can 
rupture the Army of Nor!hern Virginia If force enough 
can he thrown to this point, and then advauee upon It.. My 
env airy u as at I >urkrsvilh* vest erday, and six miles beyond, 
on t lit* Danville road, last night, < tenoral Lee is at Amelia 
Dour! Douse in person. They art* out of rations, or nearly 
so. They were advancing up the railroad toward Burkes- 
ville yosterday, when we intercepted them at this point. 

It now became a life-and-denth struggle with Leo 
to get soul Is tu his provisions. 

Sheridan, thinking the enemy might turn off im¬ 
mediately toward Farm ville, moved Davies’s bri¬ 
gade of on vnlry out to watch him. Davies found the 
movement had already commenced. He attacked 
and drove away their cavalry, which was escorting 
wagons to the west, capturing and burning one 
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hundred and eighty wagons. He also captured 
five pieces of artillery. The Confederate infantry 
then moved against him, and probably would have 
handled him very roughly, but Sheridan had sent 
two more brigades of cavalry to follow Davies, and 
they came to his relief in time. A sharp engage¬ 
ment took place between these three brigades of 
cavalry and the enemy’s infantry, but the latter 
was repulsed. 

Meade himself reached Jetersville about two 
o’clock in the afternoon, but in advance of all his 
troops. The head of Humphreys’s corps followed 
in about an hour afterward. Sheridan stationed 
the troops as they came up, at Meade’s request, the 
latter still being very sick.’ He extended two divi¬ 
sions of this corps off to the west of the road to the 
left of Griffin’s corps, and one division to the right. 
The cavalry by this time had also come up, and 
they were put still farther off to the left, Sheridan 
feeling certain that there lay the route by which 
the enemy intended to escape. He wanted to attack, 
feeling that, if time was given, the enemy would get 
away 5 but Meade prevented this, preferring to wait 
till his troops were all up. 

At this juncture Sheridan sent me a letter which 
had been handed to him by a colored man, with a 
note from himself saying that he wished I was there 
myself. The letter was dated Amelia Court House, 
April 5th, and signed by Colonel Taylor. It was to 
his mother, and showed the demoralization of the 
Confederate army. Sheridan’s note also gave me 
the information, as here related, of the movements 
of that day. I received a second message from 
Sheridan on the 5 th, in which he urged more em- 
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phafioally tho importnnuo of my prosonoo. This 
was brought In mi' by a sooui in gray uniform. It 
was wrilhm on Iis^uo-papor and wrapped up in 
Iin-foil suoh as ohowiug tohaooo is foldod in. This 
was a prouaul ion takon so that if Urn stand should 
bo oapftnvd ho o<add tako (his tin-toil <uit of his 
porkot and, putting; if into his mouth, ohow it. It, 
would uauso no surpriso at all to soo a ( ’onfodorato 
soldior ohowing lohnuoo. It was noarly night whon 
this loffor was roooivod. I g :i\v < >rd diroolions to 
oontiuuo his maroli to Pmrkosvillo and thoro in- 
tnmofi himsolf for tho night, and in tho morning 
to inovo wost to out off all I ho roads bofwooii finnan 
and Fannvillo. 

I thou stnrlod with a low of my staff and a, vary 
small osoort of oavulry, going diruutly through tho 
woods, to join Mondo's army. Tho distanoo was 
about sixfoon tnilos; but tin* night hoing dark, our 
progross was slow through tho woods in thoabsonoo 
of diro(d roads. Ilowovor, wo got to tho outposts 
about tun oYlook in tho ovoning, and a ft or somo 
littlo parlov oonvinood tin* sontinols of our idon- 
tity and woro oouduotod in to whoiv Shoridan was 
hivouaokod. Wo talkod owr tho situation for somo 
liltlo thno, Shoridan ox plaining to mo what ho 
thought Loo was trying to do, and that Moado’x 
ordors, if oarriod out, moving to tho rigid Hank, 
would givo him tho oovufod opportunity of osuap- 
ing us and putting us in roar of him. 

Wo thou togolhor visitod Mondo, roaohing his 
luiadquurtorsahouf midnight. I oxplainod to Moado 
that wo did not want to follow tho onomy—wo 
wain tod to got ahoad of him; and that- his ordors 
would allow tho onomy to osuapo; and hosidos that, 
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T had no doubt that Lee was moving right then. 
Meade changed his orders at once. They were 
now given for an advance on Amelia Court House, 
at an early hour in the morning, as the army then 
lay; that is, the infantry being across the railroad, 
most of it to the west of the road, with the cavalry 
swung out still farther to the left. 
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BATTLE OF SAfLOlfS EBKHK — ENGAGEMENT AT FAKM- 

VILLK — '('OltUKSJ'ONOKNiT; WITH GENERAL LEE— 
KI1EUIBAN INTEHGEFTK THE ENEMY 

rill IK Appomattox, going westward, takes a long 
A. ,sw(‘t>p (o the southwest from the neighbor¬ 
hood of the Richmond and I>an ville railroad bridge, 
and then trends northwesterly. Sailor's Crook, an 
insignificant stream, running northward, empties 
into the Appomattox between the High Bridge and 
Jotersvillo. Near the High Bridge the stage-road 
from Petersburg to Lynchburg crosses the Appo- 
mal.tox River, also on a bridge. The railroad runs 
on the north side of the river to Karmville, a tew 
mill's west, and from there, reerossing, continues on 
the south side of it. The roads coming up from 
the southeast to Kami ville cross the Appomattox 
River there on a. bridge* and run on the north side, 
leaving the Lynchburg and Petersburg railroad well 
to tilt' loft. 

Lee, in pushing out from Amelia Court House, 
availed himself of all the roads bet ween the Dan¬ 
ville road and Appomattox River to move upon, 
and never permitted tin' head of his columns to 
stop because of any lighting that might be going 
on in his rear. In this way he came very near aue- 
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ceeding in getting to his provision-trains and elud¬ 
ing us 'with, at least part of his army. 

As expected, Lee’s troops had moved during the 
night before, and our army in moving upon Amelia 
Court House soon encountered them. There was 
a good deal of fighting before Sailor’s Creek was 
reached. Our cavalry charged in upon a body of 
theirs which was escorting a wagon-train in order 
to get it past our left. A severe engagement ensued, 
in which we captured many prisoners, and many 
men also were killed and wounded. There was as 
much gallantry displayed by some of the Confeder¬ 
ates in these little engagements as was displayed at 
any time during the war, notwithstanding the sad 
defeats of the past week. 

The armies finally met on Sailor’s Creek, when a 
heavy engagement took place, in which infantry, 
artillery, and cavalry were all brought into action. 
Our men on the right, as they were brought in 
against the enemy, came in on higher ground, and 
upon his flank, giving us eveiy advantage to be 
derived from the lay of the country. Our firing 
was also very much more rapid, because’ the enemy 
commenced his retreat westward, and in firing as he 
retreated had to turn around every time he fired. 
The enemy’s loss was very heavy, as well in killed 
and wounded as in captures. Some six general 
officers fell into our hands in this engagement, and 
seven thousand men were made prisoners. This 
engagement was commenced in the middle of the 
afternoon of the 6th, and the retreat and pursuit 
were continued until nightfall, when the armies 
bivouacked upon the ground where the night had 
overtaken them. 
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When the move toward Amolia I ourf House ha,d 
oommeueed that morning I ordered Wright's oorps, 
which was on tho ext mine right, to be moved to 
the left past I ho whole army, to take f ho place of 
UrtOhhs, and ordered tho latter at the same time to 
niuvr hy ami piaoo itself on tho right. Tho object 
of this movement was to get tho Sixth Horps 
(Wright’s) noxl to I ho cavalry, with which t hoy had 
fonnorly served so harmoniously ami so eflieienfly 
in tho Yalloy of Virginia. 

Tho Sixth turps now remained with tho oavalry 
and umlor Sheridan's dirool oommand until after 
tho surrender, 

Ord had been dirootod to tako possession of all 
tho roads southward hotwmai Hurkosvillo ami tho 
High Bridge, On tin* morning of tin 1 fdh ho sent 
Oolonol Washburn, with two infantry regiments, 
with instmotions to dostroy High Bridge and to 
rot urn rapidly to Burkesville Station; and ho pro- 
pa rod himsolf to rosist thoonoiny Ihoro. Soon after 
Washlmrn had startod Ord became a littlo alanmui 
as to his safety, and son! Oolonoi Read, of his staff, 
with about eighty ravalryinen, to ovortako him ami 
bring* him hark. Vory shortly aftor this ho hoard 
that tho bond of Reels o»luiiiii had got up to tho 
road hot woon him and whom Washlmrn now was, 
and attomptod to send reinforcements, hut therein- 
fomemenfs could not get through. Read, however, 
had got through ahead of tho onomy. Ho ro<lo on 
to Kami vill<\ and was on his way bank again whon 
1m found his rot urn out off, and Washburn (‘on- 
fronting apparontly fho advanoo of Reels army. 
Road drow his inon up into lino of battle, Ids force 
now eonsisting of loss than six hundred men, in- 
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fan.try and cavalry, and rode along their front, 
making a speech to his men to inspire them with 
the same enthusiasm that he himself felt. He then 
gave the order to charge. This little band made 
several charges, of course unsuccessful ones, but 
inflicted a loss upon the enemy more than equal to 
their own entire number. Colonel Bead fell mor¬ 
tally wounded, and then Washburn; and at the 
close of the conflict nearly every officer of the com¬ 
mand and most of the rank and file had been either 
killed or wounded. The remainder then surren¬ 
dered. The Confederates took this to be only the 
advance of a larger column which had headed them 
off, and so stopped to intrench; so that this gallant 
band of six hundred had checked the progress of a 
strong detachment of the Confederate army. 

This stoppage of Lee’s column no doubt saved 
to us the trains following. Lee himself pushed on 
and crossed the wagon-road bridge near the High 
Bridge, and attempted to destroy it. He did set 
fire to it, but the flames had made but little head¬ 
way when Humphreys came up with his corps and 
drove away the rear-guard which had been left to 
protect it while it was being burned up. Humphreys 
forced his way across with some loss, and followed 
Lee to the intersection of the road crossing at Farm- 
ville with the one from Petersburg. Here Lee held 
a position which was very strong naturally, besides 
being intrenched. Humphreys was alone, confront¬ 
ing him all through the day, and in a very hazard¬ 
ous position. He put on a bold face, however, and 
assaulted with some loss, but was not assaulted in 
return. 

Our cavalry had gone farther south by the way of 
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cuAr.xxiv Prince Edward's < %mrt House, along with the Fifth 
Corps (Cridin’s), Ord falling in between Griffin and 
TnwfnL 1 Appomattox. Crook's tii vision of cavalry and 
\Vright's corps pushed on west of FannvUle. When 
the cavalry reached Farm villa t hey found that, some 
of (hot on federates were in ahead of them, and laid 
already got f heir I rains of provisions buck to that 
point ; but our troops were in time to prevent them 
from semiring anything to eat, although they suc¬ 
ceeded in again running the trains oft, so that, we 
did not get them for some time. These troops re- 
Irented to tho north side of tin* Appomattox to join 
Lee, and sueeeeded in destroying the bridge after 
mid iMH them. Considerable lighting ensued there between 
Wright’s corps and a portion of our eavalry and 
the Confederates, but finally the eavalry forded the 
stream and drove them away. Wright built a foot¬ 
bridge for his men to march over cm, and then 
marehed out to the junetion of the roads to relieve 
Humphreys, arriving there that night. I had 
stopped the night before at Burkesville Junction. 
()urtroops were flam pretty intieh all out of the place, 
but wo had a field-hospital I here,and < >rd\s command 
was ext ended from that point toward Farmville. 

Hen^ 1 met Dr. Smith, a Virginian and an officer 
of the regular army, who told me that in a conver¬ 
sation with (tenoral Ewell, one of the prisoners 
h vtts\m an ^ a rotative of his, Ewell had said that when wo 
laid got- across t he James River he knew their cause 
was lost, and it was the duty of their authorities 
to make the best terms they could while they still 
laid a right to claim concessions* Theauthoriti.es 
thought differently, however. Now the cause was 
lost and they had no right to claim anything. Ho 
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said, further, that for every man that was killed chap.xxiv 
after this in the war somebody was responsible, and 
it would be but very little better than murder. He 
was not sure that Lee would consent to surrender 
his army without being able to consult with the 
President, but he hoped he would. 

I rode in to Farmville on the 7th, arriving there 
early in the day. Sheridan and Ord were pushing 
through, away to the south. Meade was back to¬ 
ward the High Bridge, and Humphreys confront¬ 
ing Lee as before stated. After having gone into 
bivouac at Prince Edward’s Court House, Sheridan w d> E hM L — 1 
• learned that seven trains of provisions and forage M 8 emoRs,ii, 
were at Appomattox, and determined to start at 189,190 
once and capture them; and a forced march was 
necessary in order to get there before Lee’s army 
could secure them. He wrote me a note telling me 
this. This fact, together with the incident related 
the night before by Dr. Smith, gave me the idea of 
opening correspondence with General Lee on the 
subject of the surrender of his army. I therefore 
wrote to him on this day as follows: 

Headquarters Armies of the U. S., 

5 p.m., April 7, 1865. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate States Armies: 

The result of the last week must convince you of the 
hopelessness of further resistance oh the part of the Army 
of Northern Virginia in this struggle. I feel that it is so, 
and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the respon¬ 
sibility of any further effusion of blood, by asking of you 
the surrender of that portion of the Confederate States 
army known as the Army of Northern Virginia:^ 

U. S. Grant, 
lAmtenant- General. 
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During the campaign of forty-three days, from the Rapidan to the 
James River, the army had to he supplied from an ever-shiftino-bat 
by wagons, over narrow roads, through a densely wooded cmintk 
with a lack of wharves at each new base from which to eonvemenriv 
discharge vessels. Too much credit cannot, therefore, be awarded t< > 
the quartermaster and commissary departments for the zeal and 
ciency displayed by them. Under the general supervision of the eliief 
quartermaster, Brigadier-General R. Ingalls, the trains were made to 
occupy all the available roads between the army and our water-base 
and but little difficulty was experienced in protecting them 
The movement in the Kanawha and Shenandoah valleys under 
General Sigel, commenced on the 1st of May. General Crook, who 
had the immediate command of the Kanawha expedition, divided Ms 
forces into two columns, giving one, composed of cavalry, to General 
Aver ell. They crossed the mountains by separate routes. Averell 
struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, near Wytheville, on the 
10th, and proceeding to New River and Christiansburg, destroyed the 
road, several important bridges and depots, including New River 
Bridge, forming a junction with Crook at Union on the 15th. Gen¬ 


eral Sigel moved up the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy at New 
Market on the 15th, and, after a severe engagement, was defeated 
with heavy loss, and retired behind Cedar Creek. Not regarding the 
operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, I asked his removal from 
command, and Major-General Hunter was appointed to supersede 
him. His instructions were embraced in the following despatches 
to Major-General H. W. Halleck, chief of staff of the army: 


Near Spottsyuvania Court House, Virginia, 
May 20, 1864. 

********* 

The enemy are evidently relying for supplies greatly on such as are 
brought over the branch road running through Staunton. On the whole, 
therefore, I think it would he better for General Hunter to move in that 
direction; reach Staunton and Gordonsville or Charlottesville, if he does 
not meet too much opposition. If he can hold at bay a force equal to his 
own, he will be doing good service. . . . 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 

Jericho Ford, Virginia, 
May 25,1864. 

If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he should 
do so, living on the country. The railroads and canal should be destroyed 
beyond possibility of repairs for weeks. Completing this, he could find his 
way back to bis original base, or from about Gordonsville join this army. 

J U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General . 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 
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CHAPTER XXY 


NEGOTIATIONS AT APPOMATTOX—INTERVIEW WITH LEE 
AT McLEAN’S HOUSE—THE TEEMS OP SURRENDER 
—LEE’S SURRENDER— INTEEVIEW WITH LEE AFTEK 
THE SUKEENDEK 

O N the 8th I had followed the Army of the chai>. xxv 
Potomac in rear of Lee. I was suffering ^adorsiv, 
very severely with a sick-headache, and stopped at 731,732 
a farm-house on the road some distance in rear of 
the main body of the army. I spent the night in 
bathing my feet in hot water and mustard, and 
putting mustard-plasters on my wrists and the 
back part of my neck, hoping to be cured by morn¬ 
ing. During the night I received Lee’s answer to 
my letter of the 8tli, inviting an interview between poHt ’ Appx ' 
the lines on the following morning. But it was 
for a different purpose from that of surrendering 
his army, and I answered him as follows: 

Headquarters Armies op the U. S., 

April 9, 18(55. 

General It. E. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate States Armies: 

Your note of yesterday is received. I have no an- w - 
thority to treat on the subject of peace; the meeting pro¬ 
posed for 10 a.m. to-day could lead to no good. I will 
state, however, General, that I am equally anxious for 
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vnxv. xxv peace with yourself, and fho whole North entertains the 
same feeling. Tin* Iitius upon which peace cun he had are 
well understood. By tin* South laying down their arms 
they will hasten that most desirable event, save thousands 
of human li ve.s, and hundreds of millions of property not 
yet destroyed. Sincerely hoping that all our difliculfies 
may he settled without- the loss of another life, I subscribe 
myself, He., 

T. S. Grant, 

Lb utnHtnt‘(h'M'mL 

i v ^ proceeded at an oarly hour in 1 ho morning, still 
mm suffering with the headache, to get to the head of 

the column. 1 was not more than two or three 
miles from Appomattox Gourt House at the time, 
hut to go direct I would have to passthrough Lee’s 
army, or a- portion of it. 1 had therefore to move 
south in order to got upon a- road coming up from 
another direct tom 

When the white flag was put out by Let', as al¬ 
ready described, I was in this way moving toward 
Appomattox Gottrt I louse, and consequently could 
not be communicated with immediately,and bo in¬ 
formed of wluit Lee had done. Leo, therefore, sent 
w, mmm* VI n fhig to the rear to advise Meade, ami one to the 
front- to Sheridan, saying that he had stud a mess- 
Mmuot^u me for the purpose of having a meeting to 

am *<Hi, consult about the surrender of his army, and asked 
for a suspension of hostilities until 1 could bo com¬ 
municated with. As they had heard nothing of 
this until the fighting hud got to be severe and all 
going against Lee, hoth of these commanders hesi¬ 
tated very considerably about suspending hostilities 
at all They wen* afraid if was not in good faith, 
and we had the Army of Northern Virginia where it 












NEGOTIATIONS AT APPOMATTOX 


339 


could not escape except by some deception. Tliey, 
however, finally consented to a suspension of hos¬ 
tilities for two hours, to give an opportunity of 
communicating with me in that time, if possible. 
It was found that, from the route 1 had taken, they 
would probably not be able to communicate with 
me and get an answer back within the time fixed 
unless the messenger should pass through the rebel 
lines. 

Lee, therefore, sent an escort with the officer 
bearing this message through his linos to me: 


April <>, IHfifi. 


General: I received your note of this morning on the 
picket-line, whither 1 had come to meet you and ascertain 
definitely what terms were embraced in your proposal of 
yesterday with reference to the surrender of this army. 
I now ask an interview, in aceordanee with the offer con¬ 
tained in your letter of yesterday, for that, purpose. 

R. 10. Lkk, 


LlEITTENANT-GENHRAr, IT. S. UltANT, 
Commanding U. S. Armies. 


Ontvral. 


When the officer reached me ! was still suffering 
with the siek-hoada,cho; but the instant 1 saw the 
contents of the note I was cured. I wrote the fol¬ 
lowing note in reply and hastened on : 

April 9, 18(>5. 

General R. 10. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate States Armies: 

Your note of this date is hut this moment (1 1 : fit) a.m.) 
received, in consequence of my having passed from the 
Richmond and Lynchburg road to the Farmville and 
Lynchburg road. I am at this writing about, four miles 
west of Walker’s Church, and will push forward to the 
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rtm\ xxv f roil I for fhr purpuM* of nmUinp urn, Notioo sont to mo 
on this road w hoiv sou wish I ho iutriw irw to tuko piano 
will moot, run, 

r. K. Ukant, 

IJt nil naut~<h nn'al. 

HiuTidun, 1 was oond not od at 01100 to \\ horo Hhoridan was 

Momoir»«, U„ 

,J<W loiaifod, willi his troops drawn up m Imo ol battlo 
faohtp; I ho t'oufodorato arms iu*ar by. Thoy woro 
vorv tnuoii o\«dt id, and uxpiv.ssud tlioir viosv tlull, 
this was all a rtiso oiuplovud to ouablo tlto (\>nfod- 
oratos to pvt aw a\. Tlm\ said thoy boliovod that 
Johnston was maivhitfp up from North (Mrolina 
now, and ban was tno\iiiir to join him; and thoy 
would whip (ho robols whoro fltoy now woro in fivo 
minutos if 1 would «>nh lot tlimit #0 in. Hut I had 
no doubt about tho oood faith ot boo, and protty 
soon was oinnluotod to whom ho was. 1 found 

wtimer Mr hint at tho hottso of a Mr. Moboau, at Appomattox 

I .run , 

nuw. Mur Court Homo, with Tohmol Marshall, otto ot Ins 

u l ! l !vnmtt* stall’ollioors, awaiting my arrival. Tim hoad of 
his ofdumit was oo»mp\ ino; a hill, on a portion of 
w'hinh was an applo otvhard, boyond a littlo valloy 
whinh sopnrafod if front iltal on thooros! ot whioh 
Shoridnn’s foivos w oro drawn up in lino of battlo to 
tin* soulh. 

Hoforo slat in# what look plaoo botwoon < lonoral 
boo and mysolf 1 will pivo all thoro is of tlto story 
of tho famous applodroo, 

Fnt'iH lUxmt Wars produoo man v storms of fad ton, somo ot 

the tipple 1 . k i t« * , * i 

im% wliinh an* told until thoy atv bolmvod to bo into, 
Tho war of tin* robollion was no oxooption to this 

rulo, and tho story of tho applo-fn*o is ono ot fhoso 

(lotions basod nil a slight foiiudation of faob As 1 
liitvt) unit I, there was an ai>ple-orehanl ou the side 
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of the hill occupied by the Confederate forces. 
Running diagonally up the hill was a wagon-road, 
which at one point ran very near one of the trees, 
so that the wheels of vehicles had on that side cut 
off the roots of this tree, leaving a little embank¬ 
ment. General Babcock, of my staff, reported to 
me that when he first met General Lee he was sit¬ 
ting upon this embankment with his feet in the 
road below and his back resting against the tree. 
The story had no other foundation than that. Like 
many other stories, it would be very good if it were 
only true. 

I had known General Lee in the old army, and 
had served with him in the Mexican war; but did 
not supposo, owing to the d iff erence in our age and 
rank, that ho would remember me; while I would 
moro naturally remember h i m distinctly, because 
he was the chief of staff of General Scott in the 
Mexicau war. 

When I had left camp that morning I had not 
exported so soon the result that was then taking 
place, and consequently was in rough garb. I was 
without a sword, as I usually was when on horse¬ 
back in the field, and wore a soldier’s blouse for a 
coat, with the shoulder-straps of my rank to indi¬ 
cate to the army who I was. When I went into 
the house I found General Lee. We greeted each 
other, and after shaking hands took our seats. I 
had my staff with me, a good portion of whom were 
in the room during the whole of the interview. 

What General Lee’s feelings were I do not know. 
As ho was a man of much dignity, with an impass¬ 
ible face, it was impossible to say whether he felt 
inwardly glad that the end had finally come, or felt 
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sail over I ho i*** miI t and was (no manly <o show it. 
Whatever his feelings, they won* entirely concealed 
from m\* obsena!ion ; hut my own (hidings, which 
had been quite juhilant <m tho receipt id* his letter, 
wore sad and depressed. 1 felt like anything rather 
than rejoicing at the downfall of a foe who hud 
fought so long and \ aliant h , and had suHerod so 
much for a cause, though that cause was, I believe, 
one of! la* worst for which a people ever fought, and 
one for which there was the least excuse. I do not 
quest ion, however, the sincerity of the great mass 
of those who Were opposed to us. 

Ueiteral I *ee was dressed in a full uniform which 
was entirely new, and was wearing a sword of con¬ 
siderable \able, very likely the sword which had 
been presented by the Stale of Virginia; at all 
events, it was an entirely different sword from the 
one that would ordinarily lie worn in the field. In 
my rough f ntveling»suit, the uniform of a private 
with Hi*'straps of a lieutenant-general, I must have 
eonfranted very strangely with a man so hand¬ 
somely dressed, six feet high, and of faultless form. 
But this was not a matter that I thought of until 
afterward. 

We soon fell into a eon vernation about old army 
times. He remarked that he remembered me very 
well in the old army; and I told him that as a mai¬ 
ler of course I remembered him perfectly, 1ml from 
the difference in our rank and years (there being 
about sixteen years’ difference in our ages) I Intel 
though! it very likely that 1 had not attracted his 
attention sufficiently to be remembered by him 
after such a long interval Our conversation grew* 
ho pleasant that 1 almost forgot the object of our 
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meeting. After the conversation had run on in this chap, xxv 
style for some time, G-eneral Lee called my attention 
to the object of our meeting, and said that he had 
asked for this interview for the purpose of getting 
from me the terms I proposed to give his army. I 
said that I meant merely that his army should lay 
down their arms, not to take them up again during 
the continuance of the war unless duly and prop¬ 
erly exchanged. He said that he had so understood 
my letter. 

Then we gradually fell off again into eonversa- j^adera ra¬ 
tion about matters foreign to the subject which 738 
had brought us together. This continued for some 
little time, when General Lee again interrupted 
the course of the conversation by suggesting that 
the terms I proposed to give his army ought to he 
written out. I called to General Parker, secretary 
of my staff, for writing-materials, and commenced ofMay^ 
writing out the following terms: 1863 

Appomattox C. H., Virginia, 

April 9,1865. 

General R. E. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate States Armies: 

General : In accordance with the substance of my let- w - 
ter to you of the 8th inst., I propose to receive the sur¬ 
render of the Army of Northern Virginia on the following 
terms, to wit: 

Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate, 
one copy to be given to an officer designated by me, the other 
to be retained by such officer or officers as you may designate. 

The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up 
arms against the Government of the United States until 
properly exchanged, and each company or regimental com¬ 
mander sign a like parole for the men of their commands. 

The arms, artillery, and public property to be parked 
and stacked, and turned over to the officer appointed by 
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mo to receive them, This will nut umltrsuM* the side-arms 
of the oflirpr.N nor their pri\ at** horses ur baggage. This 
done, each ollieer and man will hr allowed to return i,o 
their homes, not to 1 >e disturbed by l’nit»*d Stains author¬ 
ity so long as limy observe their parole and the laws in 
force where they may reside. 

Wry respectfully, 
r, S. < 1 KANT, 

Lit ntnuint' Uenvml. 


When 1 |hi i my pon to tIn* paper l did not know 
(ho first word 11ml I should make use of in writing 
the terms. 1 only knew what was in my mind, and 
I wished to express it clearly, so that finnan could 
ho no mistaking it. As 1 wroto on, tho thought 
occurred to iiit^ that Ih<^ officers hud their own 
privafo horses and effects, whioh woro import,ant 
to thorn, hut of no valuo to us; also that it would 
ho an unnecessary humiliation to oall upon thorn 
to dolivor thoir side-arms. 

Noeon versa! ion not ouo word*-.-passed between 

(Jonoral Lee and myself, either about privato prop¬ 
erty, side-arms, or kindred suhjoots. lit* appoarod 
to have no objections to tho tonus first proposed; 
or, if in* had a point jo inako against thorn, he 
wished to wail until they won* in writing to make 
it. When he road over that part of tho terms 
about side-arms, horsos, and privato property of tho 
o(Floors, ho remarked, with somo fooling, 1 thought, 
that this would have u happy effect upon his army. 

Then, after a little further eouversntion, (Jonoral 
Loo remarked to me again that their army was 
organized a little differently from the army of the 
United States (still maintaining hy implication that 
we were t wo countries); that in their army the cav- 
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alrymen and artillerists owned their own horses; chap.xxv 
and he asked if he was to understand that the men 
who so owned their horses were to he permitted to 
retain them. I told him that as the terms were 
written they would not; that only the officers were 
permitted to take their private property. He then, 
after reading over the terms a second time, re¬ 
marked that that was clear. 

I then said to him that I thought, this would ho Loadenav, 
about the last battle of the war—I sincerely hoped 740 
so; and I said, further, I took it that most of the 
men in the ranks were small farmers. The whole 
country had been so raided by the two armies that 
it was doubtful whether they would be able to put 
in a crop to carry themselves and their families 
through the next winter without the aid of the 
horses they were then riding. The United States 
did not want them, and I would therefore instruct 
the officers I left behind to receive the parolos of 
his troops to let every man of the Confederate 
army who claimed to own a horse or mule take the 
animal to his home. Lee remarked again that this 
would have a happy effect. 1 

He then sat down and wrote out the following 
letter: 


Headquarters Army oe Northern Virginia, 

April 9, 18()5. 

General : I have received your letter of this date con- w. rxlvi 
tabling the terms of the surrender of the Army of Northern 

1 There is a popular error to parlor of McLean’s house, while 
the effect that Generals Grant General Loo was sitting in the 
and Loo each signed the articles room; and General Lee immedi- 
of surrender. The document in ately wrote a letter accepting the 
the form of a letter was signed terms, and handed it to General 
only by General Grant, in the Grant.—F. D. G. 
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Yiririmn as propuM**! by you, As thr\ art' substantially the 

sambas flu km* **\| a'^NSfd in \ *»ur 1 Hi unit* 11 m * H t h instant, tluyv 
nrv nrrrpifd. I will pmr»*i’<i ttuirsi^natr tin* proper oflleors 
to rarry {la* siipiilafi«»us into rtlVH, 

It, K. Lhh, 

(hit mil. 

Lti,i ti \s'i tiiMani \ . S. <«a.\sT. 


While duplicates of tin* two letters were 1 toin^ 
mini*’, tin* n.iou generals present wore severally 
presented to (telle nil I .of, 

Tlio mueh-tidked-of surrendering of Loo’s sword 
mul my handing it bnek, this and imioh moro that 
has boon said about it is tim purest rommioo. Tim 
word “sword"or "side-anus'" was not montiouod by 
oitbor of us until I wroto it in tim forms. Thorn was 
no premeditation, and it did not ooour to mo until 
tho monmat 1 wroto it down. If 1 had happened 
to omit it, and < bmoral Loo had onllotl myatfontion 
to it, I should have put it in tho tonus prooisoly as 
I aooodod to tlio provision about thosoldiors retain¬ 
ing tboir itorsos. 

Uoimral Loo, aftor all was oomplotod and boforo 
taking his lonvo, remarked*{hal his army was in a 
very bad condition for want of food, and that tlmy 
woro without forage; that his nioti had boon living 
for somo days on pandmd ooru exclusively, anil that 
ho would have to ask mo for rations and forage. I 
told him “Certainly,” and nskod for how many men 
ho wanlod ral ions. ! I is nuswor was “ About t vvonty- 
tlvn thousandand I authorized him to solid his 
own ooininissfiry and quartermaster to Appomattox 
Htatiou, two or throo milos away, wlmro lm could 
have, out of the trains wo had stopped, ail tim pro¬ 
visions wanted. As for forage, wo had ourselves 
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depended almost entirely upon the country for 
that. 

Generals Gibbon, Griffin, and Merritt were des¬ 
ignated by me to carry into effect the paroling of 
Lee’s troops before they should start for their 
homes—General Lee leaving Generals Lougstreet, 
Gordon, and Pendleton for them to confer with in 
order to facilitate this work. Lee and I then sep¬ 
arated as cordially as wo had mot, he returning to 
his own lines; and all went into bivouac for the 
night at Appomattox. 

Soon after Loo’s departure I tolegraphed to Wash¬ 
ington as follows: 

IJlOAlHJUARTEliS, 

Appomattox Court House, Virginia, 
April 5), 14: 30 P.M. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 

Washington: 

General Leo surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia 
this afternoon on terms proposed by myself. The ac¬ 
companying additional correspondence will show the con¬ 
ditions fully. 

IT. S. Grant, 
I/imtenmi t-Ueneml. 


When nows of the surrender first reached our 
lines our men commenced firing a salute of a hun¬ 
dred guns in honor of the victory. 1 at once sent 
word, however, to have it stopped. The Confeder¬ 
ates were now our prisoners, aud we did not want 
to exult over their downfall. 

I determined to return to Washington at once, 
with a view to putting a stop to the purchase of 
supplies, and what I now deemed other useless out¬ 
lay of money. Before leaving, however, I thought 
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I would like to see (lOiuM’al I me again ; so next morn¬ 
ing 1 rode out he\ ond mu* linos toward his head¬ 
quarters, preceded by a bugler ami a stafi’-ottieer 

currying a white flag. 

Lee soon mounted Ids horse, seeing who it was, 
and met me. We had there betwmm the lines, sit- 
tine; on horseback, a \ ery pleasant eonversation of 
over half an hour, in the course of which Lee said 
to me that the South was a hi a; country, and that 
we might have to march over it throe or four times 
before the war entirely muled, but that we would 
now be able to do it, as 1 hey could no longer resist 
us. lb 4 expressed it as his earnest hope, however, 
that we would not be nailed upon to cause more loss 
and sacrifice of life; but he eottld not foretell the 
result, 1 then surested to Ueneral 1 me that there 
was not a man in the tonfederaev whose influence 
with tin* soldiery and the w holt' people was as great 
as his, and that if he would now 1 advise tin* surren¬ 
der of all t he armies 1 had no doubt his advice warn Id 
be followed with alacrity. Hut I me suit! that he 
could not do t hat without consult in# the President 
first. I kmwv there was no use to urge him to do 
anything against his ideas of what was right. 

1 was accompanied by my stuff and other officers, 
some of whom seemed to have a, great desire to go 
inside (lie ( ’on fedora to lines. Tlmy finally asked 
permission of l ,ee to do so for t he purpose of seeing 
some of their old army friends, and the permission 
was granted. They went over, had a very pleasant 
time with their old friends, and brought some of 
them back with them when 1 hey returned. 

When Lee and I separated he wont back to his 
lines and 1 returned to the house of Mr, McIjOOUl 
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FAC-SIMILE OF GENERAL GRANT’S DESPATCH ANNOUNCING THE SURRENDER OF GENERAL LEE. 


At the request of the Editor, General Badeau has 
given the history of the despatch in the following 
letter: 

“ On Sunday afternoon, the 9th of April, 1865, 
as General Grant was riding to his headquarters 
from the farm-house in which he had received the 
surrender of Lee, it occurred to him that he had 
made no report of the event to the government. 
He halted at once and dismounted, with his staff, 
in a rough field, within the National lines. Sitting 
on a stone, he asked for paper. I happened to be 


near, and offered him my memorandum-hook, such 
as staff-officers often carry for orders or reports in 
the field. He laid the book on his knee and wrote 
the above despatch in pencil; he handed it to me 
and told me to send it to the telegraph operator. 1 
asked him if I might copy the despatch for the oper¬ 
ator and retain the original. He assented and 1 
rewrote the paper, the original of which is in the 
keeping of The Century magazine. 

u Adam Batfeau. 

“ Tannersville, N. Y., July 10, 1885." 
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Here the officers of both armies came in great num- chap, xt 
hers, and seemed to enjoy the meeting as much as 
though they had been friends separated for a long 
time while fighting battles under the same flag. 

For the time being it looked very much as if all 
thought of the war had escaped their minds. After 
an hour pleasantly passed in this way I set out on 
horseback, accompanied by my staff and a small 
escort, for Burkesville Junction, up to which point 
the railroad had by this time been repaired. 
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AKTKR flu* fall of Petersburg, and when the 
^ * Arinins of t ho Pofomnn and flto dames wort 1 ? 
In motion to (toad off Lee\s army, tin* moralo of the 
National troops had greatly improved. Thoro was 
no more sf niggling, no ntoro rear-guards. The mtm 
who in former I hues had been failing hack wore 
now, as I Imvo already stated, st riving to get to 
tht* front. For tho fii>4 time in tour woary years 
thoy toll that thoy wvtv now nearing the time whon 
thoy could return to their homos with their coun¬ 
try saved. On the other hand, the Ponfederates 
wore more than eorrospondingly depressed. Their 
despondency increased with each returning day, 
and especially after the haffle of Sailor's (Took. 
They threw away Ilnur arms in constantly increas¬ 
ing mint hers, dropping out of the ranks and betak¬ 
ing themseh cs to I he woods in the hope of reach¬ 
ing their homes. I have already inslaneed the ease 
of the entire disintegration of a regiment whoso 
colonel I met at Farmville. As a result of these 
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and other influences, when Lee finally surrendered chap.xxvi 
at Appomattox there were only 28,356 officers and 
men left to he paroled, and many of these were 
without arms. It was probably this latter fact 
which gave rise to the statement sometimes made, 

North and South, that Lee surrendered a smaller 
number of men than what the official figures show. 

As a matter of official record, and in addition to Lee’s losses 
the number paroled as given above, we captured be¬ 
tween March 29th and the date of surrender 19,132 
Confederates, to say nothing of Lee’s other losses, 
killed, wounded, and missing, during the series of 
desperate conflicts which marked his headlong and 
determined flight. The same record shows the 
number of cannon, including those at Appomat¬ 
tox, to have been 689 between the dates named. 

There has always been a great conflict of opinion 
as to the number of troops engaged in every bat¬ 
tle, or all important battles, fought between the sec¬ 
tions, the South magnifying the number of Union 
troops engaged and belittling their own. Northern 
writers have fallen, in many instances, into the 
same error. I have often heard gentlemen who 
were thoroughly loyal to the Union speak of what 
a splendid fight the South had made and success¬ 
fully continued for four years before yielding, with 
their twelve million of people against our twenty, 
and of the twelve four being colored slaves, non- 
combatants. I will add to their argument. We 
had many regiments of brave and loyal men who 
volunteered under great difficulty from the twelve 
million belonging to the South. 

But the South had rebelled against the National 
government. It was not bound by any constitu- 
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tional restrictions, f TI m* whole South was a mili¬ 
tary camp. Tin* neeupat ion of tin* colored people 
was to furiiish suppiios for the army. ( kuiseription 
was rosorfod to early, and embraced every mala 
from tho aim of eighteen to forty-five, excluding 
only those physically unfit to >orvo in tho hold, an<l 
iho necessary numhor of oivil officers of Stato and 
intended National gn\ ornmtmt. The old and phys¬ 
ioally disahlod furnishod a g< n >< 1 porti<>n of thoso. 
Tho slaves, tho non-combatants, ono tbird of {hi" 
whole, worn required to work in tho hold without 
rotat'd to sex, and almost without regard to ago. 
Chaldron front flto ago of eight yours oould and did 
handle tho hoe; they were not mttoh older whon 
they began to hold tho plow, Tho four million of 
oolorod non-combatant s woro equal to moro than 
throo tiiuos thoir numhor in fho North, ago for ago 
and sox for sox, in supplying food from tho soil to 
support armies. Wonton did not work in tho holds 
in tin* North, and children affimdod school, 

Tho arts of pouoo woro oarrimt on in tho North. 
Towns and cities grow during tho war, lnvonfions 
woro made in all kinds of maohinory to increase 
the produots of a, day’s labor in tit** shop and in tho 
hold. In fho South no opposition was uilowod to 
tho govornmont winch had boon sot up, and which 
would ha,vo hoootno roa! and respected if tho rebel¬ 
lion had been successful. No rear had to ho pro¬ 
tected, All the troops in service could ho brought 
to tho front to contest every inch of ground threat¬ 
ened with invasion. Tho press of tho South, like 
the people who remained ait homo, was loyal to tho 
Southern cause. 

in the North, tho country, the towns, and tho 
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cities presented about tbe same appearance they 
do in time of peace. The furnaces were in blast, 
the shops wore filled with workmen, the fields were 
cultivated, not only to supply the population of 
the North and the troops invading tho South, but 
to ship abroad to pay a part of tho expense of the 

war. In the North the press was free up to the 
point of open treason. The citizen could entertain 
his views and express them. Troops were neces¬ 
sary in tho Northern States to prevent prisoners 
from the Southern army being released by outside 
force, armed, and set at largo to destroy by fire our 
Northern cities. Plans were formed by Northern 
and Southern citizens to burn our cities, to poison 
the water supplying them, to spread infection by 
importing clothing from infected regions, to blow 
up our river and lake steamers—regardless of the 
destruction of innocent lives. The copperhead dis¬ 
reputable portion of the press magnified rebel suc¬ 
cesses and belittled those of the Union army. It 

was, with a large following, an auxiliary to the Con¬ 
federate army. Tho North would ha,ve been much 
stronger with a hundred thousand of these men in 
the Confederate ranks and the rest of their kind 
thoroughly subdued, as the Union seutimontwas in 
the South, than we were as the battle was fought. 

As I have said, I ho whole South was a military 
camp. The colored people, four million in num¬ 
ber, were submissive, and worked in the field and 
took care of tho families while the able-bodied white 
men were at the front fighting for a cause destined 
to defeat. The cause was popular, and was enthu¬ 
siastically supported by the young men. The con¬ 
scription took all of them. Before the war was 
Von. II.—28 


CHAI’.XXVX 


Plot* 

againHt the 
North 


Tho copper¬ 
head piVHH 


Ante , 11,303, 
352 



VBUKONAU MKMOIUS <>!•' V. S. OKANT 




Vukv.XKVI 


J. H, Mm* 
Ktttl, M<*\ 
l<»n, IHifi 48; 
MhJ. til'll, C. 
H, A. l>w\, 
IMJ*4 


Mwmm'®, 

mldt* 


over, further ronsrript ions took fhost- between 
fourt eon and eighteen years of age as junior re¬ 
serves, and ( host' between forty-live and sixty as 
senior reserves. It would have been an offense 
direetly after the war, and perhaps it would ho 
now, to ask any able-bodied man in the South, 
who was bet ween the ages of fourteen and sixty ah 
any lime during tin* war, whether he had been in 
the (Vnfederat e army. He would assert that he, 
had, or aerount for his abseuee from the ranks. 
Under sueh eiivumstanees it is hard to enueeivo 
how tlie North showed Hindi a superiority of foree 
in every battle fought. 1 know they did not. 

During !Ht!2 and iHlid, John II. Morgan, a parti¬ 
san officer, of no military edneat ion, hut possessed 
of courage and endurance, operated in the rear of 
the Army of the Ohio in Kentueky and Tennessee. 
He had no hast' of supplies to protect, hut was 
at. home wherever he went. The army operating 
against the South, on the contrary, had to protect 
its lines of communication with the North, from 
which all supplies had to come to f he front. Fvery 
foot of road had to be guarded by troops stationed 
at convenient distances apart. These guards could 
not render assistance beyond the points where sta¬ 
tioned, Morgan was foot-loose, and could operate 
when' his iufonnatiou-*-'-always correct■—led him 
to believe he eould do the greatest damage. Dur¬ 
ing tin' time In'was operating in this way he killed, 
wounded, and captured several limes the number 
ho ever had under his command at any one time, 
fie destroyed many millions of property in addi¬ 
tion. Places he did not attack had to be guarded 
m if threatened by him. Forrest, an abler soldier. 
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operated farther west, and held from the National 
front quite as many men as could be spared for 
offensive operations. It is safe to say that more 
tlaan half the National army were engaged in guard¬ 
ing lines of supplies, or were on leave, sick in hos¬ 
pital, or on detail which prevented their bearing 
arms. Then, again, large forces were employed 
where no Confederate army confronted them. I 
deem it safe to say that there were no large en¬ 
gagements where the National numbers compen¬ 
sated for the advantage of position and intreneh- 
ment occupied by the enemy. 

While I was in pursuit of General Lee, the Presi¬ 
dent went to Richmond in company with Admiral 
Porter, and on board his flag-ship. He found the 
people of that city in great consternation. The 
leading citizens among the people who had re¬ 
mained at home surrounded him, anxious that 
something should be done to relieve them from 
suspense. General Weitzel was not then in the 
city, having taken offices in one of the neighbor¬ 
ing villages after his troops had succeeded in sub¬ 
duing the conflagration which they had found in 
progress on entering the Confederate capital. The 
President sent for him, and on his arrival a short 
interview was had on board the vessel, Admiral 
Porter and a leading citizen of Virginia being also 
present. After this interview the President wrote 
an order in about these words, which I quote from 
memory: “ General Weitzel is authorized to permit 
the body calling itself the Legislature of Virginia 
to meet for the purpose of recalling the Virginia 
troops from the Confederate armies.” 

Immediately some of the gentlemen composing 
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(hal hotly wrote out a rail for a meeting and hud 
it published ill their papers. This rail, however, 
went very iimelt fur!her than Mr. Lincoln had con¬ 
templated, as la* did not say the Legislatim* of 
Virginia," hut “the body ml ling it stdf tlu* Legisla¬ 
ture of Virginia.” Mr. Stanton saw the mil as pub¬ 
lished in lie* Nor!hern papers the very next issues, 
and look thr liberty of countermanding the order 
authorizing any meeting of t| lt * legislature, or any 
other body, and this notwithstanding the fuef that 
the President was nearer the spot than he was. 

This was characteristic of Mr, Stanton. He was 
a man who never questioned his own authority, 
ami who always did in war-time what he wanted to 
do. He was an able roast if nf tonal lawyer and ju¬ 
rist ; but the (Nuistit id ion was not an impediment 
to him while tIn* war lasted. In this latter purlieu- 
lar 1 outirely agree w ith the view he evidently held. 
The i oust it ut ion was not framed with a view to 
any such rebellion as I hat of iHtil (>.*>. While if 
did not authorize rehellion, it made no provision 
against it, Yet I he right to resist or suppress re¬ 
bellion is as inherent as the right of self-defense, 
and as natural as the right of an individual to pre¬ 
serve his life when in jeopardy. The ( ‘onstif ution 
was therefore in nheyanre for the lime being, so far 
as il in any way a fleeted tin* progress and fermina- 
t ion cd* I he war. 

Those in rebellion against the government of the 
railed States were not resfrieted by constitutional 

provisions, or any other, except the arts of their 

(Congress* which was loyal and devoted to the cause 

for which the South was then fighting. It would 
be a hard ease, when one third of a nation, united in 
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rebellion against the national authority, is entirely 
untrammeled, that the other two thirds, in their 
efforts to maintain the Union intact, should be re¬ 
strained by a Constitution prepared by our ances¬ 
tors for the express purpose of ensuring the per¬ 
manency of the confederation of the States. 

After I left General Lee at Appomattox Station, 
I went with my staff and a few others directly to 
Burkesville Station on my way to Washington. 
The road from Burkesville back having been newly 
repaired, and the ground being soft, the train got 
off the track frequently, and, as a result, it was 
after midnight of the second day when I reached 
City Point. As soon as possible I took a despatch- 
boat thence to Washington city. 

While in Washington I was very busy for a time 
in preparing the necessary orders for the new state 
of affairs; communicating with my different com¬ 
manders of separate departments, bodies of troops, 
etc. But by the 14th I was pretty well through 
with this work, so as to be able to visit my children, 
who were then in Burlington, New Jersey, attend¬ 
ing school. Mrs. Grant was with me in Washing¬ 
ton at the time, and we were invited by President 
and Mrs. Lincoln to accompany them to the theater 
on the evening of that day. I replied to the Presi¬ 
dent’s verbal invitation to the effect that if we were 
in the city we would take great pleasure in accom¬ 
panying them; but that I was very anxious to get 
away and visit my children, and if I could get 
through my work during the day I should do so. 
I did get through and started by the evening train 
on the 14th, sending Mr. Lincoln word, of course, 
that I would not be at the theater. 
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At that filin' tin* railroad to Now York entered 
Philadelphia on Broad Si roof ; passengers were 

eonvoved in ainhuhmees to tho Delaware River, 
and limn ferried to Camden, at willed point they 
took fho oars attain. When I reuehed f ho ferry, on 
the east side of tin* eity of Philadelphia, I found 
pooplo awaiting my arrixal tltoro; and also des- 
pat olios in terming mo of t ho assassinat ion of the 
Prosidont and .Mr. Seward, and of fho probable 
assasMitalion of tho Y tee-President, Mr. Johnson, 
ami roc|Hostmg my imtnodiato return. 

It would bo impossible for mo to deseribe the 
feeling that overeame nto at tho nows of these as¬ 
sassinations, moro espeehilly tho assassination of 
the Prosidont, I know his goodness of heart, his 
generosity, his yielding disposition, his dosire to 
hn\ e ovoryboily happy, and, above all, his desire 
to soo all tin* pooplo of tho Pnifod Staton outer 
again upon fin* full privilogos of eitizeuship with 
equality among all. I know, also, tho tooling that 
Mr. Johnson had expressed in spooohos and eonver- 
salion against the Southern people, and I feared 
that his oourse toward them would be smell as to 
repel, and make them unwilling eifizens; and if 
they beeatne sneh they would remain so fora long 
while, I felt that reroustnioliou had boon set bank, 
no tolling how far. 

I immediately arranged for getting a train to 
take me baek to Washington City; but Mrs. Urant 
was with me, it was after midnight, and Burling¬ 
ton was but an lamr away. Finding that I enuld 
noeompany her to our house and return about as 
soon u»s they would he ready to take me from the 
Philadelphia station, I wont up with her and re- 


PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S ASSASSINATION 


359 


turned immediately by the same special train. The 
joy that I had witnessed among the people in the 
street and in public places in Washington when I 
left there had been turned to grief; the city was in 
reality a city of mourning. I have stated what I 
believed then the effect of this would be, and my 
judgment now is that I was right. I believe the 
South would have been saved from very much of 
the hardness of feeling that was engendered by Mr. 
Johnson’s course toward them during the first few 
months of his administration. Be this as it may, 
Mr. Lincoln’s assassination was particularly unfor¬ 
tunate for the entire nation. 

Mr. Johnson’s course toward the South did en¬ 
gender bitterness of feeling. His denunciations of 
treason, and his ever-ready remark, “Treason is a 
crime and must be made odious,” were repeated to 
all those men of the South who came to him to get 
some assurances of safety so that they might go to 
work at something with the feeling that what they 
obtained would be secure to them. He uttered his 
denunciations with great vehemence, and as they 
were accompanied with no assurances of safety, 
many Southerners were driven to a point almost 
beyond endurance. 

The President of the United States is, in a large 
degree, or ought to be, a representative of the feel¬ 
ing, wishes, and judgment of those over whom he 
presides; and the Southerners who read the denun¬ 
ciations of themselves and their people must have 
come to the conclusion that he uttered the senti¬ 
ments of the Northern people; whereas, as a mat¬ 
ter of fact, but for the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, 
I believe the great majority of the Northern peo- 
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pie, and the soldiers unanimously, would have been 
in favor of a speedy reeoust ruction on terms that 
would be f ho leas! Inn niliaf big to the people who 
had rebelled a trains! their government. They be¬ 
lieved, 1 have no doubt, as ! did,that besides bring 
tin* mildest, il was also flio wisest, policy. 

The people who bad boon in rebellion must neces¬ 
sarily come baok into tin* thuon, and bo ineorpo- 
nifod as an integral pari of tlio nation. Naturally 
fho nonivr fiie\ uvn* plaood to an equality with 
llio poo|do who had not rebelled, tho more recon¬ 
ciled I hoy would fool with their old antagonists, 
and tho boffor oilizmis tboy would bo from tho be¬ 
ginning. Tltoy surely would not mako good citi¬ 
zens il tboy toll f hat thoy had a yoko around their 
nooks. 

I do no! I>o[ioyo that tit*' majority of tho Northern 
pooplo af that tinn* won* in favor of negro suffrage. 
They supposed that if would naturally follow tho 
freedom of tho negro, but that there would he a 
time of probation, in wltioh the ex-slaves could 
prepare t hoiusol vos f*»r I bo pri vilogos of citizenship 
1 adore tho full right w<add bo conferred; but Mr. 
.Johnson, after a complete revolution of sentiment, 
seemed to regard the South not only as an oppressed 
people, but as tin* people best entitled to eonsidora- 
tion of any of our eitizens. This was more than 
the people who had secured to us the perpetuation 
of the Vnmi wore prepared for, and they became 
more radical in I heir view s. The Southerners had 
the most power in the executive branch, Mr..John¬ 
son having gone to their side; and with a compact, 
South, and such sympathy and support as they 
could get- from tho North, they felt that they would 
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be able to control tbe nation at once, and already 
many of them acted as if they thought they were 
entitled to do so. 

Thus Mr. Johnson, fighting Congress on the one 
hand, and receiving the support of the South on the 
other, drove Congress, which was overwhelmingly 
Republican, to the passing of first one measure and 
then another to restrict his power. There being a 
solid South on one side that was in accord with the 
political party in the North which had sympathized 
with the rebellion, it finally, in the judgment of Con¬ 
gress and of the majority of the legislatures of the 
States, became necessary to enfranchise the negro, 
in all his ignorance. In this work I shall not dis¬ 
cuss the question of how far the policy of Congress 
in this particular proved a wise one. It became 
an absolute necessity, however, because of the fool¬ 
hardiness of the President and the blindness of the 
Southern people to their own interest. As to my¬ 
self, while strongly favoring the course that would 
be the least humiliating to the people who had been 
in rebellion, I had gradually worked up to the point 
where, with the majority of the people, I favored 
immediate enfranchisement. 
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11KN 1 Irff Appomnt tox 1 ordered ( Seuerul 
* ’ Meade to proceed leisurely back to Burkes- 
vilh* Station with tho Army of the Potomac and 
the Army of the James, and to go into camp there 
until further orders from mo, Ueueml .Johnston, 
as has been stated before, was in North (‘arolina 
confronting Uenernl Hhermiim It could not he 
known positively, of course, whether Johnston 
would surrender on the news of hee\s surrender, 
though I supposed he would; and if he did not, 
Burkesville Station wim tin* natural point from 
whielt to move to affnek him. The army which I 
could have sent against him was superior to his, 
and I hut with which Sherman eoufronted him was 
also superior; and between tin* two la* would neces¬ 
sarily have been crushed or driven away. With 
the loss of iheir capita! and the Army of Northern 
Virginia it wus doubtful whether Johnston's men 
would have had flu* spirit to stand. My belief was 
that he would make no sueh attempt ; hut I adopted 
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this course as a precaution against what might ch. xxvn 
happen, however improbable. 

Simultaneously with my starting from City Point, 

I sent a messenger to North Carolina by boat with 
despatches to General Sherman, informing him of 
the surrender of Lee and his army; also of the 
terms which I had given him; and I authorized 
Sherman to give the same terms to Johnston if the 
latter chose to accept them. The country is famil¬ 
iar with the terms that Sherman agreed to condi- German’s 
tionally, because they embraced a political question Joh ™t°n 
as well as a military one, and he would therefore 
have to confer with the government before agree¬ 
ing to them definitely. 

G-eneral Sherman had met Mr. Lincoln at City 
Point while visiting there to confer with me about 
our final movement, and knew what Mr. Lincoln Ante, n, 289 
had said to the peace commissioners when he met 
them at Hampton Roads, viz., that before he could 
enter into negotiations with them they would have 
to agree to two points—one being that the Union 
should be preserved, and the other that slavery 
should be abolished; and if they were ready to 
concede these two points he was almost ready to 
sign his name to a blank piece of paper and permit 
them to fill out the balance of the terms upon which 
we would live together. He had also seen notices 
in the newspapers of Mr. Lincoln’s visit to Rich¬ 
mond, and had read in the same papers that while 
there he had authorized the convening of the Legis¬ 
lature of Virginia. 

Sherman thought, no doubt, in adding to the 
terms that I had made with General Lee, that he 
was but carrying out the wishes of the President of 
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Ihi* Cuiied Slates. Hut seeing that he was going 
beyond his aulhoritv, In* made it a point that the 
iiTins were only eouditional. Tlioy signed thorn 
with this understanding, ami agreed to a, truce 
until tho terms could lie sent to Washington for 
approval; if approved by the proper authorities 
there, they would then he final; if not approved, 
then he would give due notion before resuming 
hostilities. As the world Umovs, Sherman, from 
being one of the most popular generals of the land 
(Congress having even gone so far as i<> j impose a 
bill prov iding for a second lieutenant-general for 
the purpose of advancing him to that grade), was 
denounced t»y the President and Secretary of War 
in very hitter terms. Some people went so tar ns 
to deuoiinee him as a. traitor- a most preposterous 
term to apply to a man who had rendered so much 
service as he had, even supposing lie hud made a 
mistake in granting such terms as he did to.Johns¬ 
ton and his army. If Sherman had taken author¬ 
ity to send .lohimton w it h his army home, with their 
arms to he put in the arseuals <it their owu States, 
without submitting the ipte.-lion to the authorities 
at Washington, tlie suspicious against him might 
have seme foundation, itut the ieeliug against 
Sherman died out very rapidly, and it was not 
luiuiv weeks before lie vvas restored to the tidlest 
confidence of the Anieriean people. 

Wlnui, some <lays after my return to Washing¬ 
ton, President .Johnson and the Seeretary ot Wat 
received the terms which t Jeucral Sherman hud toi- 
vvnrded for approval, a Cabinet meeting was imme¬ 
diately called and 1 was sent for. There seemed to 
he the greatest consternation lest Sherman would 
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commit tlie government to terms which they were ch.xxvi] 
not walling to accede to and which he had no right 
to grant. A message went ont directing the troops 
in the South not to obey General Sherman. I was 
ordered to proceed at once to North Carolina and 
take charge of matters there myself. Of course I 
started without delay, and reached there as soon 
as possible. I repaired to Raleigh, where Sher¬ 
man was, as quietly as possible, hoping to see him 
without even his army learning of my presence. 

"When I arrived I went to Sherman’s headquarters, M S emoSsn 
and we were at once closeted together. I showed 362 
h im the instructions and orders under which I 
visited him. I told him that I wanted him to no¬ 
tify General Johnston that the terms which they had 
conditionally agreed upon had not been approved 
in Washington, and that he was authorized to offer 
the same terms I had given General Lee. I sent 
Sherman to do this himself. I did not wish the 
knowledge of my presence to be known to the army 
generally; so I left it to Sherman to negotiate the 
terms of the surrender solely by himself, and with¬ 
out the enemy knowing that I was anywhere near 
the field. As soon as possible I started to get away, 
to leave Sherman quite free and untrammeled. 

At Goldsboro’, on my way back, I met a mail, 
containing the last newspapers, and I found in 
them indications of great excitement in the North 
over the terms Sherman had given Johnston; and 
harsh orders that had been promulgated by the 
President and Secretary of War. I knew that 
Sherman must see these papers, and I fully real¬ 
ized what great indignation they would cause him, 
though I do not think his feelings could have been 
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iihhv oxoitod than wmy own. But lik«» tho tnm 
and 1<>\ a I soldtrr I In I In* \\a% in ourriod out t ho in- 
si root ion- 1 had ,uAoit him, *>i»t:iiu«*<{ t in* sunvndor 
of Jian arifi} , am 1 sott !od down in his oump 
about Iddrbdn i«» await linal < >rdors, 

Thoiv w ov slid a fow r\j h 1 i t u uts out in tin 
South that aiuihl ii4*i i«» a*tiiimmtiratotl with, and 
had to hr 1**1 1 to art a or u rd i lit;’ to I ho jud^Ulont of 
thoir r**sj mm*i i \ r r«imuiaiidt'O. W ith thost* it was 
illl poss i hlr |o I r i | |jo\\ t hr ffr\\s <if t ho SUlToJldor 
of l#oo and dohnsfon, of w ld<*h thoy must havu 
hoard, miy;hl affori thoir judtfmoiit «s to w!mt was 
host to do. 

Tho t htvo oxjiodit imn whioli 1 had triad so hard 
to *^ot otT from t ho ootuiuands of Thomas and ( *anhy 
did finally imf off: otm undor < *unb\ hunsolf, against 
Mohilo, la!** in Muroh; that undor iStonoman, from 
Kast TrmioHM*, on tho doth; amt tho ono undor 
Wilsoiu start ini£ from Kastport, Mississippi, on tho 
22«t of Maroh. Tlnw woiv all rimnonfly suoorssful, 
hut s\ it hold any ma»»| rrsult. Indord, uundi vulu- 
ahlo propnly was dostn a rd and many livos lost 
at a finir wlam wo would Imvo likod to sparo thorn, 
Tho war was prim!ioalh o\ or hoforo thoir viotorios 
\u*n' pdnod. TInw wojv so Into in oommonoing 
oporaf ion.' that fliov did mif hold any troops away 
that of horu iso would imvo boon oporaf inj£ against 
fho armiiss w hi**h worn orudtudh totvinj* tho Son- 
Fodornlo armios to u sunvndor. Tho only possihlo 
good that wo may lm\«* oxporioiuvd from thoso raids 
wan by Htomunan's gott ing noar Lynohburg ubout 
fho tiiiit 1 tho Ann ion of tho JNdtmmn and tho damns 
wvro closing in on Loo at A pponmt tox. 

Htomnimu ontorod North ('aroliim and thou 
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pushed north to strike the Virginia and Tennessee 
railroad. He got upon that road, destroyed its 
"bridges at different places, and rendered the road 
useless to the enemy np to within a few miles of 
Lynchburg. His approach caused the evacuation 
of that city about the time we were at Appomat¬ 
tox, and was the cause of a commotion we heard 
of there. He then pushed south, and was operat¬ 
ing in the rear of Johnston’s army about the time 
the negotiations were going on between Sherman 
and Johnston for the latter’s surrender. In this raid 
Stoneman captured and destroyed a large amount 
of stores, while fourteen guns and nearly two thou¬ 
sand prisoners were the trophies of his success. 

Canby appeared before Mobile on the 27th of 
March. The city of Mobile was protected by two 
forts, besides other intrenchments—Spanish Fort, 
on the east side of the bay, and Fort Blakely, north 
of the city. These forts were invested. On the 
night of the 8th of April, the National troops hav¬ 
ing carried the enemy’s works at one point, Spanish 
Fort was evacuated; and on the 9th, the very day 
of Lee’s surrender, Blakely was carried by assault, 
with a considerable loss to us. On the 11th the city 
was evacuated. 

I had tried for more than two years to have an 
expedition sent against Mobile when its possession 
by us would have been of great advantage. It 
finally cost lives to take it when its possession was 
of no importance, and when, if left alone, it would 
within a few days have fallen into our hands with¬ 
out any bloodshed whatever. 

Wilson moved out with full twelve thousand men, 
well equipped and well armed. He was an energetic 
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tuxxvu oflieer and accomplished his work rapidly. Format 
was in his front, hut with neither his old-time army 
nor his old-1 inn* pros! ip*- I In now imd principally 
conscripts. 11 is conscripts wen* generally old men 
and I toys. He had a few thousand regular cavalry 
left, hut not enough to even retard materially tlm 
progress of Wilson’s cavalry. Selma fell on tlm 2d 
ot April, with a huge numher of prisoners and a 
large quantity of war-material, machine-shops,etc., 
to lie disposed <if hy the victors. Tuscaloosa, Mont¬ 
gomery, and West Point tell in quick succession. 
These were all important points to the enemy hy 
reason of their railroad connections, as depots of 
supplies, and because of t heir manufactories of war- 
material. They were fortified or intrenched, and 
there was considerable fighting before they were 
captured. Macon surrendered on the 21st of April. 
Here news was received of the negotiations for the 
surrender of Johnston’s army. Wilson belonged to 
tin* military division commanded by Sherman, and 
of course was bound by his terms. This stopped 
all fighting. 

ufTifcyli'r* tlenera! Richard Taylor had now become the 

""snath''' < S(, uior Confederate officer still at liberty east, of the 
Mississippi River, and on the {fit of .May he surren¬ 
dered everything within the limits of this extensive 
command. Ueneral K. Kirby Smith surrendered 
the trans-Mississippi department on the lititli of 
May, leaving no other Confederate army at liberty 
to continue the war. 

Wilson’s raid resulted in the capture of the fugi¬ 
tive President of t he defunct Confederacy before he 
got tint, of tin* country. This occurred at Irwins- 
ville, Oeorgia, on the 11th of May. For myself— 
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and I believe Mr. Lincoln shared the feeling—I 
would have been very glad to have seen Mr. Davis 
succeed in escaping, but for one reason: I feared 
that if not captured ho might get into the trans-Mis¬ 
sissippi region and there set up a more contracted 
Confederacy. The young men now out of homes 
and out of employment might have rallied under 
bis standard and protracted, the war yet another 
year. The Northern people wore tired of the war; 
they wore tired of piling up a debt which would be 
a, further mortgage upon their homes. 

Mr. Lincoln, 1 believe, wan tod Mr. Davis to escape, 
because he did not wish to deal with the matter of 
his punishment. Ho knew there would be people 
clamoring for the punishment of the ex-Confeder- 
ato President, for high treason. He thought blood 
enough had already boon spilled to atone for our 
wickeduess as a nation. At all events, ho did not 
wish to 1)0 the judge to docido whether more should 
be shod or not. But bis own life was sacrificed at 
the bands of an assassin before the ex-President of 
the Confederacy was a prisoner in the hands of the 
government which he had lent all his talent and all 
his energies to destroy. 

All things are said to bo wisely directed, and for 
the best interest of all concerned. This reflection 
does not, however, abate in the slightest our sense 
of bereavement in tho untimely loss of so good and 
great a man as Abraham Lincoln. 

lie would have proven the best friend the South 
could have had, ami saved much of the wrangling 
and bitterness of feeling brought out by recon¬ 
struction under a, President who at first wished to 
revenge himself upon Southern men of better social 
You IT .—24 
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standing than himself, but who s|ill sought their 
reeognit ion* and in a sh« »rt time eoneeived the idea, 
and advaneed the proportion to limum* their Moses 
to lead them triumphantly out of ail t lad rdiOteul ties. 

The M*>r\ of tin* le**i>lat ion enaeted during the 
reeonsf met ion period to ay the hands of the 
I ^resident is too ftvMi in I he minds of the people 
to he fold now , Much of it, no doubt, was uticon- 
sfitutioiial; hut it was hoped that the laws enacted 
woidd sent* their purpose before the question of 
eons! it nt ioiialit \ eould be submit ted to the judici¬ 
ary and a derision obtained* These laws did serve 
their purpose, and now remain i4 a dead letter" 1 upon 
the stiltitfe-hui»ks of the 1 billed States, no one tak¬ 
ing interest enoti*di in them to gi\ e them a passing 
thought* 

Mneh was said at the time about the garb Mr. 
Davis was wearing when he was raptured. I can- 
not settle this question from personal knowledge 
of the finis; hut 1 hn\ e been under the be!icf from 
information given b» me by i ieneral Wilson shortly 
lifter t he r\enf, that when Mr. Davis learned that 
lie was surrounded by our cavalry he was in his tent 
dressed in a gentleman's dressing-gown. Naturally 
enough, Mr. 1 hi vis w anted to escape, and would not 
Teller! mneh how lids should be aeeomplislied pro¬ 
vided it might ht* done sueeessfully. If eapfured, 
he would he no ordinary prisoner. He represented 
all there was of that hostility to the government 
whieli had caused four years of the bloodiest war 
— and the most eosfty in other respeets of which 
history makes any record, Hvery one supposed he 
would he fried for treason if captured, and that he 
would he executed. Had he succeeded in making 
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escape in any disguise it would have been ad- 
ged a good thing afterward by his admirers. 
l.s my official letters on file in the War Depart- 
it, as well as my remarks in this book, reflect 
>n General Thomas by dwelling somewhat upon 
tardiness, it is due to myself, as well as to him, 
fc I give my estimate of him as a soldier. The 
Le remark will apply also in the case of General 
iby. I had been at West Point with Thomas 
year, and had known him later in the old 
ty. He was a man of commanding appearance, 
v and deliberate in speech and action; sensible, 
est, and brave. He possessed valuable soldierly 
lities in an eminent degree. He gained the 
fidence of all who served under him, and almost 
.r love. This implies a very valuable quality, 
s a quality which calls out the most efficient 
dees of the troops serving under the commander 
sessing it. 

homas’s dispositions were deliberately made, 
always good. He could not be driven from a 
it he was given to hold. He was not as good, 
r ever, in pursuit as he was in action. I do not 
ve that he could ever have conducted Sher¬ 
i’s army from Chattanooga to Atlanta against 
efenses and the commander guarding that line 
.864. On the other hand, if it had been given 
to hold the line which Johnston tried to hold, 
her that general nor Sherman, nor any other 
or, could have done it better, 
homas was a valuable officer, who richly de¬ 
ed, as he has received, the plaudits of his coun- 
nen for the part he played in the great tragedy 
861-65. 
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( ianaral < "a 11 1 1\ vwi' an ofiiaar of graat morit. 

Hr was uat urally Mudiotm ami i11«ii hm i to tha law. 
Than* ha\ a Ih-hii in tha ann\ 1 nit vary law, if any, 
<>lVn*n’s w 1 in tunk m> fiitiah intamst in raading and 
< lira's! mg avars aa| of ( *ongiv>s and ayary regula¬ 
tion fur I ha *a *\i»nimant of ilia a nnv as ha. Hks 
know latln'a mibmd in tin s wa\ made him a, most 
\ aluahla slatT nftiaur, a uapaeily in whieh almost all 
his army mt\ mu* unv ivndamd up to tha time 
of his being a; Monad to lisa Military Division of 
lilt" 1 111 1 Ik Ha was an axauedingly tuodext ofliaar, 
though of grant lalant and learning. 1 presume his 
feelings w lam lirs! ended upon fu aommand a. large 
army against a fortified etty wara somewhat like 
my own when marching n raipinant against (Jeneral 
Idrnmas Harris in Missouri in iHtil. Neither of us 
would have fait fha slightest f rapidat’nm in going 
into 1 Kitt la with soiim <ma else commanding. Had 
< ’anhy bean in olhar engagements afterward, he 
would, I hava no doubt, hava advanced without 
any fear arising from a sense of tha responsibility. 
11<* was afterward kiltatl in tin* lava-bads of south- 
turn Oregon, whila in pursuit of tha hostila Modoc 1 , 
Imfians. 11 is aharaatar was as pun* as his talent 
and learning were grant. His services wrro valuable 
during tIn* war, hut principally as a human officer. 
1 Irnva no idea I hat if was from ahoiaa that his sen* 
viaas wan* raiidarad in an office, but beeaUHe of his 
SUparior efficiency there. 
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THE END OP THE WAR—THE MARCH TO WASHINGTON 
—ONE OF LINCOLN’S ANCEDOTES—GRAND REVIEW 
AT WASHINGTON—CHARACTERISTICS OP LINCOLN 
AND STANTON — ESTIMATE OF THE DIFFERENT 
CORPS COMMANDERS 

T HING'S began to quiet down, and as the cer¬ 
tainty that there would be no more armed re¬ 
sistance became clearer, the troops in North Carolina 
and Virginia were ordered to march immediately to 
the capital, and go into camp there until mustered 
out. Suitable garrisons were left at the prominent 
places throughout the South to ensure obedience to 
the laws that might be enacted for the government 
of the several States, and to ensure security to the 
lives and property of all classes. I do not know 
how far this was necessary, but I deemed it neces¬ 
sary, at that time, that such a course should be pur¬ 
sued. I think now that these garrisons were con¬ 
tinued after they ceased to be absolutely required; 
but it is not to be expected that such a rebellion as 
was fought between the sections from 1861 to 1865 
could terminate without leaving many serious ap¬ 
prehensions in the mind of the people as to what 
should be done. 

Sherman marched his troops from Goldsboro’ up 
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ch. xxviii to Mancliester, on the south side of the James 
River, opposite Richmond, and there put them in 
camp, while he went hack to Savannah to see what 
the situation was there. 

MemoSfn -ft was during this trip that the last outrage was 
371-374 ’ eomm itted upon him. Halleck had been sent to 
Richmond to command Virginia, and had issued 
orders prohibiting even Sherman’s own troops from 
obeying his, Sherman’s, orders. Sherman met the 
papers on his return, containing this order of Hal¬ 
leck, and very justly felt indignant at the outrage. 
On his arrival at Fortress Monroe returning from 
Savannah, Sherman received an invitation from 
Halleck to come to Richmond and be his guest. 
This he indignantly refused, and informed Halleck, 
furthermore, that he had seen his order. He also 
stated that he was coming up to take command of 
his troops, and as he marched through it would 
probably be as well for Halleck not to show him¬ 
self, because he (Sherman) would not be responsible 
for what some rash person might do through indig¬ 
nation for the treatment he had received. Very 
soon after that Sherman received orders from me 
ibid. 375 to proceed to "Washington city, and to go into camp 
on the south side of the city pending the muster¬ 
ing out of the troops. 

There was no incident worth noting in the march 
northward from Goldsboro’ to Richmond, or in that 
from Richmond to Washington city. The army, 
however, commanded by Sherman, which had been 
engaged in all the battles of the West and had 
marched from the Mississippi through the South¬ 
ern States to the sea, from there to Goldsboro’, 
and thence to Washington city, had passed over 
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many of the battle-fields of the Army of the Po- ch.xxvih 
tomac, thus having seen, to a greater extent than 
any other body of troops, the entire theater of 
the four years’ war for the preservation of the 
Union. 

The march of Sherman’s army from Atlanta to 
the sea and north to Groldsboro’, while it was not paigns 
accompanied with the danger that was anticipated, 
yet was magnificent in its results, and equally mag¬ 
nificent in the way it was conducted. It had an 
important bearing, in various ways, upon the great 
object we had in view, that of closing the war. All 
the States east of the Mississippi River up to the 
State of Georgia had felt the hardships of the war. 

G-eorgia and South Carolina, and almost all of 
North Carolina, up to this time, had been exempt 
from invasion by the Northern armies, except upon 
their immediate sea-coasts. Their newspapers had 
given such an account of Confederate success that 
the people who remained at home had been con¬ 
vinced that the Yankees had been whipped from 
first to last, and driven from pillar to post, and 
that now they could hardly be holding out for any 
other purpose than to find a way out of the war 
with honor to themselves. 

Even during this march of Sherman’s the news¬ 
papers in his front were proclaiming daily that his 
army was nothing better than a mob of men who 
were frightened out of their wits and hastening, 
panic-stricken, to try to get under the cover of our 
navy for protection against the Southern people. 

As the army was seen marching on triumphantly, 
however, the minds of the people became disabused, 
and they saw the true state of affairs. In turn they 
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In'camo disheartened, ami \\<uihl have been glad to 
submit without compromise. 

Another great advantage resulting from thin 
march, and \\ Inch was calculated to hasten the end, 
was the fuel that the great storehouse of Uoorgia 
was entirely cut off from the <’ontederate armies. 
As the fmops ati\ aimed north from Savannah, the 
destntetion of the railroads in South Carolina, and 
t he sent hern part of Nort h < Wolina further cut oft 
their resources, and left the armies still in Virginia 
and North < ’amlina dependent for supplies upon a 
very small mva* of country, already very much ex¬ 
hausted of food and forage. 

In due time the two armies, one from Burkesvillo 
•lunation and the other from the neighborhood of 
Raleigh, North t'andina, arrived and wont, into 
camp near tla 1 capital, as directed. The troops 
were hardy, being inured to fatigue, and they ap¬ 
peal red in fheir respective camps its ready and fit 
for tlnfy as they had ever been in fheir lives. I 
doubt wind her an equal body of men of any nat ion, 
take them man for man, officer for officer, was ever 
gotten together that would lta\e proved their equal 
tit a great halt le. 

The armies of Europe are machines: the men are 
bravo and the officers capable; but the majority of 
the soldiers in most of the nations ot Europe are 
taken from a class of people who are not very in¬ 
telligent am) who have very little interest in the 
contest in whieh they are called upon to take part. 
Our armies were composed of men who were able 
to read, men who knew wlmt they were fighting 
for, and could not be induced to serve as soldiers, 
except in an emergency when the safety of the 



ANECDOTE OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN 


377 


nation was involved, and so necessarily must have CEixvm 
been more than equal to men who fought merely 
because they were brave and because they were 
thoroughly drilled and inured to hardships. 

Nothing of particular importance occurred dur¬ 
ing the time these troops were in camp before start¬ 
ing North. 

I remember one little incident which I will relate 
as an anecdote characteristic of Mr. Lincoln. It 
occurred a day after I reached Washington, and 
about the time General Meade reached Burkesville 
with the army. Governor Smith of Virginia had 
left Richmond with the Confederate States govern- sm^th, y Gov. 
ment, and had gone to Danville. Supposing I was 1846 "^ 1863_ 
necessarily with the army at Burkesville, he ad¬ 
dressed a letter to me there, informing me that, 
as governor of the Commonwealth of the State of 
Virginia, he had temporarily removed the State 
capital from Richmond to Danville, and asking if 
he would be permitted to perform the functions of 
his office there without molestation by the Federal 
authorities. I give this letter only in substance. 

He also inquired of me whether, in case he was not 
allowed to perform the duties of his office, he with 
a few others might not be permitted to leave the 
country and go abroad without interference. Gen¬ 
eral Meade, being informed that a flag of truce was 
outside his pickets with a letter to me, at once sent 
out and had the letter brought in without inform¬ 
ing the officer who brought it that I was not pres¬ 
ent. He read the letter and telegraphed me its 
contents. Meeting Mr. Lincoln shortly after receiv¬ 
ing this despatch, I repeated its contents to him. 

Mr. Lincoln, supposing I was asking for instruc- 
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Turns, said, in reply to that part of Governor 
Smith’s letter which inquired wind her he with a 
few friends would he permitted to leave the coun¬ 
try unmolested, that his position was like that, of 
a eeriain Irishman (i;ivin^ the name) he knew in 
Springfield, who was very popular with the people, 
a man of considerable promise, and very much 
liked. Tnforl unately he had acquired the habit of 
drinking, ami his friends could see that the habit 
was growing on him. 'These friends determined to 
make an effort to save him, and to do this they 
drew up a pledge to abstain from all alcoholic, 
drinks. 'They asked f’at to join them in signing 
the pledge, ami he consented. He had been so loll# 
out of the habit of using plain water as a bever¬ 
age that he resorted to soda-water as a substitute. 
After a few days this began to grow distasteful to 
him. So boldine; the glass behind him, he said, 
“Ih N*|nr, (nail*! tfl you drop n hit of brandy in that 
unbeknownst to myself 1 n 

I do not remember what the instruct ions were 
the President e:u\ e im\ hut I know that Governor 
Smith was not permit t« m| to perforin tin* duties of 
his olliee. I also know that if Mr. Lincoln had 
been spared, there w ould have been no efforts 
made to prevent any one from leaving the country 
who desired to do so. lie would have been equally 
willing to permit tbe re!urn of the same expatri¬ 
ated citizens after they hud time to repent of their 
choice. 

On the !Hth of May orders were issued by the ad¬ 
jutant general for a tfrand review by the President 
and his Pubinet of Kliermaids and Meade’s armies, 

Tim review eomttieneed on the 2dd and lasted two 
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days. Meade’s army occupied over six hours of the ch.xxviu 
first day in passing the grand stand which had been 
erected in front of the President’s house. Sherman 
witnessed this review from the grand stand which 
was occupied by the President and his Cabinet. 

Here he showed his resentment for the cruel and M S em™s,n, 
harsh treatment that had unnecessarily been in- 376,377 
dieted upon him by the Secretary of War, by refus¬ 
ing to take his extended hand. 

Sherman’s troops had been in camp on the south 
side of the Potomac. During the night of the 23d 
e crossed over and bivouacked not far from the 
Capitol. Promptly at ten o’clock on the morning 
f the 24th his troops commenced to pass in review. 
Sherman’s army made a different appearance from 
that of the Army of the Potomac. The latter had 
been operating where they received directly from 
the North full supplies of food and clothing regu¬ 
larly ; the review of this army, therefore, was the 
review of a body of sixty-five thousand well-drilled, 
well-disciplined, and orderly soldiers, inured to 
hardship and fit for any duty, but without the ex¬ 
perience of gathering their own food and supplies 
in an enemy’s country, and of being ever on the 
watch. Sherman’s army was not so well dressed as 
the Army of the Potomac, but their marching could 
not be excelled; they gave the appearance of men 
who had been thoroughly drilled to endure hard¬ 
ships, either by long and continuous marches or 
through exposure to any climate without the ordi¬ 
nary shelter of a camp. They exhibited also some 
of the order of march through Georgia, where the 
“sweet potatoes sprang up from the ground” as 
Sherman’s army went marching through. In the 
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public duty, however, he had what he wished, but ch.xxvt 
in the least offensive way. Mr. Stanton never ques¬ 
tioned his own authority to command, unless re¬ 
sisted. He cared nothing for the feeling of others. 

In fact, it seemed to be pleasanter to him to disap¬ 
point than to gratify. He felt no hesitation in as¬ 
suming the functions of the Executive, or in acting 
without advising with him. If his act was not 
sustained he would change it,—if he saw the mat¬ 
ter would be followed up until he did so. 

It was generally supposed that these two officials 
formed the complement of each other. The Secre¬ 
tary was required to prevent the President’s being 
imposed upon. The President was required in the 
more responsible place of seeing that injustice was 
not done to others. I do not know that this view 
of these two men is still entertained by the major¬ 
ity of the people. It is not a correct view, however, 
in my estimation. Mr. Lincoln did not require a 
guardian to aid him in the fulfilment of a public 
trust. 

Mr. Lincoln was not timid, and he was willing 
to trust his generals in making and executing then- 
plans. The Secretary was very timid, and it was 
impossible for him to avoid interfering with the 
armies covering the capital when it was sought to 
defend it by an offensive movement against the 
army guarding the Confederate capital. He could 
see our weakness, but he could not see that the 
enemy was in danger.. The enemy would not have 
been in danger if Mr. Stanton had been in the field. 

These characteristics of the two officials were clearly 
shown shortly after Early came so near getting into 
the capital. 
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it unpleasant at times, even in battle, for those 
around him to approach him even with informa¬ 
tion. In spite of this defect he was a most valu¬ 
able officer, and deserves a high place in the annals 
of his country. 

General Burnside was an officer who was gener¬ 
ally liked and respected. He was not, however, 
fitted to command an army. No one knew this bet¬ 
ter than himself. He always admitted his blunders, 
and extenuated those of officers under him beyond 
what they were entitled to. It was hardly his fault 
that he was ever assigned to a separate command. 

Of Hooker I saw but little during the war. I 
had known him very well before, however. Where 
I did see him, at Chattanooga, his achievement in 
bringing his command around the point of Look¬ 
out Mountain and into Chattanooga Valley was 
brilliant. I nevertheless regarded him as a danger¬ 
ous man. He was not subordinate to his superiors. 
He was ambitious to the extent of caring nothing 
for the rights of others. His disposition was, when 
engaged in battle, to get detached from the main 
body of the army and exercise a separate com¬ 
mand, gathering to his standard all he could of his 
juniors. 

Hancock stands the most conspicuous figure of 
all the general officers who did not exercise a sepa¬ 
rate command. He commanded a corps longer than 
any other one, and his name was never mentioned 
as having committed in battle a blunder for which 
he was responsible. He was a man of very con¬ 
spicuous personal appearance. Tall, well formed, 
and, at the time of which I now write, young and 
fresh-looking, he presented an appearance that 
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u, \ x v 111 would uttruot fho attain ion of an anuv as ho 
passod. Ills ^vuial dhpo-dfiuu niado hint frionds, 
and his porsonat omra'S' and his prosonoo with his 
mininund in tin* thiokost of tin* %ld won for him 
tho ootdtdonoo of \ r< h >|»s sorvin^ undor him. No 
mat tor how hard tho fitdih I ho Soootid i Wps always 
foil {hat IItotr ooinntandor was looking aftor f 1mm. 

u '*jX* 1 * Sodowiok was killod at »SpottsyIvania boforo I 
had an oppnrfunity of forming an ostimato of his 
qualifioations as a soldior from porsoual obsorva- 
tion, I had known him in Motion whon both of 
us woro lioutonants, and whoa miv sorvioo <*avt* no 
itidioaf nut thit! oiihor of us would ovor ho oqiml to 
tin* ooiiiuiand ot a 1 miyadm 11 o stood vorv hijujh in 
tin* tinny, ho\vn\ot\ as an oftioor and n mum Ho 
was bravo ami oonscionf ions. His ambition was 
not grout, and ho soonnnf to droud rosponsibibty. 
1ft* was willing to do any amount of battling, but 
always wanfod sum' ono olso to diroot, lb* doolinod 
tho command of fho Army of fho Pofointto ouoo, if 

md offoitota 

hi, ivrry tlojmrul AIfi’otl IhTorryoann* into tin* army as a 
voltmfoor wit limit a military oduonftom His way 
was won without poiifioal intliioiioo up to an im¬ 
portant soparnto command - th«* expedition against; 
Fort Fisher, in January, lHb,\ His success thoro 
was most brilliant* and won for him fin* rank of 
brigadier-general in tin* regular army and of major- 
general of volunteers, He is n nmn who makos 
friends of those under him by Ids cnusidoratkm of 
thoir wants and their duos. As a ooiumandor ha 
won thoir confidence by his coolness in notion mid 
by his clearness of perception in taking in tho sit mo 
turn undor whioh In* was placed at any given time. 
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Griffin, Humphreys, and Mackenzie -were good ch.xxvoi 
corps commanders, but came into that position so 
near to the close of the war as not to attract pub- mSS;, 
lie attention. All three served as such in the last caVt^uk 
campaign of the Armies of the Potomac and the 
James, which culminated at Appomattox Court 
House, on the 9th of April, 1865. The sudden col- 186 = 
lapse of the rebellion monopolized attention to the 
exclusion of almost everything else. I regarded 
Mackenzie as the most promising young officer in 
the army. Graduating at West Point, as he did, od'it 
during the second year of the war, he had won i86™bS?.- 
his way up to the command of a corps before its ootVise* 
close. This he did upon his own merit and without 
influence. 
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rniiK cause of tin* lc r**at wnr of the rebellion 
I against the I'nited St, »tex will have to ho at** 
trilmted to sluven. For sum*' \ oars before the war 
ho^un it was a frtto savin?* anions some politicians 
that " n state half slav e and half free cannot exist . 11 
All must become sla\ e or all free, or the stab* will 
nuilown. I took no part myself in any such view 
of the ease at the time, hut since the war is over, 
reviewing the whole tjUest ion, 1 have eoiliC to the 
conclusion that the sa \ ine; is quite inn*. 

Slavery was ntt institution that required unusual 
^naranties for its seeiiritN wherever it e \ St ed ; and 
in a country like ours, where the larger portion of 
it was free ferritom inhabits! by an intelligent and 
well to do population, the people would naturally 
have bit! little sympathy with demand*- upon them 
tor its protection. lienee the people of the South 
were dependent upon keepiuu control of the gen¬ 
eral eovernmeut f o secure I tic perpef tin t ion ot their 
favorite iusi itufion. They were enabled to main* 
tain Ibm control \* >uq alter the St a f **s w her*' slavery 
existed had reared fo have tie* r* nit rolling power, 
through the nek lance they receive*I from odd men 
here and there t hrouirhout I he Norf hern States. 
They saw their power wamniU and this led them to 
encroach upon the prerogatives and independence 

line* 
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of the Northern States by enacting such laws as 
the Fugitive Slave Law. By this law every North- ff a f e 

ern man was obliged, when properly summoned, to 
turn out and help apprehend the runaway slave of 
a Southern man. Northern marshals became slave- 
catchers, and Northern courts had to contribute to 
the support and protection of the institution. 

This was a degradation which the North would 
not permit any longer than until they could get the 
power to expunge such laws from the statute-books. 

Prior to the time of these encroachments the great 
majority of the people of the North had no par¬ 
ticular quarrel with slavery, so long as they were 
not forced to have it themselves. But they were 
not willing to play the role of police for the South 
in the protection of this particular institution. 

In the early days of the country, before we had 
railroads, telegraphs, and steamboats,—in a word, 
rapid transit of any sort,—the States were each al¬ 
most a separate nationality. At that time the sub¬ 
ject of slavery caused but little or no disturbance 
to the public mind. But the country grew, rapid 
transit was established, and trade and commerce 
between the States got to be so much greater than 
before, that the power of the National government 
became more felt and recognized, and therefore had 
to be enlisted in the cause of this institution. 

It is probably well that we had the war when we timely 
did. We are better off now than we would have 
been without it, and have made more rapid pro¬ 
gress than we otherwise should have made. The 
civilized nations of Europe have been stimulated 
into unusual activity, so that commerce, trade, 
travel, and thorough acquaintance among people 
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of different nat ionallt ies have 1 >eeome common ; 
whereas before it was hut the few ‘who hud ever 
had tho privilege of going beyond the limits of 
their own country, nr who know anything about 
ot Imr people. Then, too, uur republican institu¬ 
tion.^ were regarded as experiments up to fho brank¬ 
ing out of tho rebellion, and monarchical Europe 
generally believed that om* republic was a rope of 
sand that would part the moment the slightest 
strain was brought upon it. Now it lias shown 
itself capable of dealing with one of the greatest 
wars t hat was e\ vv made, ami our people have 
proven thetusei\es to be the most formidable in 
war of any natiouality. 

Hut this war was a fearful lesson, and should 
teach us I lie necessity of avoiding wars in the 
future* 

Autimit*The conduct of some of the European stages 

hurojw t * 

during our troubles shows the lack of conscience 
of communities where the responsibility does not. 
come upon a single individual. Seeing a nation 
that extended from oeean to oeean, embracing the 
hotter purl of a continent, growing ns we were 
growing in population, wealth, and intelligence, the 
European nations thought it would be well to give 
its a cheek. We might possibly, after a, while, 
threaten their peace, or, at least, the perpetuity of 
their instilufions. Henee England was constantly 
hading fault with the administration at Washing¬ 
ton because we were* not able to keep up an effec¬ 
tive blockade. She also joined, at first, with France 
and Spain in setting up an Austrian prince upon 
0i« k throne in Mexico, totally disregarding any 
rights or claims that Mexico hud of being fronted 
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as an independent power. It is true they trumped 
up grievances as a pretext, but they were only pre¬ 
texts which can always be found when wanted. 

Mexico, in her various revolutions, had been un¬ 
able to give that protection to the subjects of foreign 
nations which she would have liked to give, and 
some of her revolutionary leaders had forced loans 
from them. Under pretense of protecting their citi¬ 
zens, these nations seized upon Mexico as a foot¬ 
hold for establishing a European monarchy upon 
our continent, thus threatening our peace at home. 
I myself regarded this as a direct act of war against 
the United States by the powers engaged, and sup¬ 
posed as a matter of course that the United States 
would treat it as such when their hands were free 
to strike. I often spoke of the matter to Mr. Lin¬ 
coln and the Secretary of War, but never heard any 
special views from them to enable me to judge 
what they thought or felt about it. I inferred that 
hey felt a good deal as I did, but were unwilling to 
commit themselves while we had our own troubles 
pon our hands. 

All of the powers except France very soon with¬ 
drew from the armed intervention for the estab¬ 
lishment of an Austrian prince upon the throne of 
Mexico; but the governing people of these coun¬ 
tries continued to the close of the war to throw 
obstacles in our way. After the surrender of Lee, 
therefore, entertaining the opinion here expressed, 
.1 sent Sheridan with a corps to the Bio G-rande to 
have him where he might aid Juarez in expelling 
the French from Mexico. These troops got off be¬ 
fore they could be stopped, and went to the Bio 
Grande, where Sheridan distributed them up and 
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down tho ri\or, muoh to tin* must ornat ion of tlu^ 

fronps in tin* qitartor of M oxio<> bordoriiijL? on fha f f 
stroam. This soon |od to a roquost from Pninoo 
that wo should withdraw our troops from tho Rio 
t * rando, and to uoqol ial ions lor 1 ho \\ if hdrnwal of 
flioiis. Finally Hazaiim was w if hdrawn from Mox- 
iot* b\ ordor <it iho Ftvnoh tn>vornmon b From 
that day tho ompitv homm to totior. Moxioo was 
thou ablo to maintain hor indopondonoo without 
aid from us. 

Pninoo F f ho t radii iona! ally and frioiid of fho 
Fftitod St at os. 1 did not blatno Franoo for hor 
par! in tho soliomo to oroot a inonarohy upon fI uh 
ruins of tho Moxioan ropuhtio. That was tho soliomo 
of oi i * * man, an imitator without gonitis or morib 
Ho had stioooodod in sloalinw tho ^ovornmonl of his 
ooiintry, and inado a ohanim in its form against tho 
w isltos and iiislinots of his ponplo. Ilo t riod to play 
tho pari of iho first Napulonu, without tho ability 
to sustain that r«»lo, Ho sought by now oonquosbx 
to add to his oiupiro and his ^lory ; but tin* signal 
failuro of his soliomo of oonquost was iho prooursor 
of his ou a o\ or! brow. 

Hiko otn* ow n war hot worn tho Status, tho Franeo- 
Prtissian war was an oxponsivo ono; but it was 
wortli to Franoo all it oosl hor pooplo. It was tho 
oomplotion of tbo downfall of Napoloon III. Tho 
bogimsing was w lion ho landod troops on this uon- 
iiimnb Failing hon% flio prostigo of his namo—all 
tin* pros!tin* ho o\or had was gono. Ho must, 
aoluovo a stioooss or fall. Ilo triod to striko down 
his noighhor, Prussia and folk 

I novor adrnbvd tho oharaotor of tho first Napo- 
loon; but I rooognixo his grout gonitis. 11 is work, 
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too, has left its impress for good on the face of 
Europe. The third Napoleon could have no claim 
to having done a good or just act. 

To maintain peace in the future it is necessary 
to ho prepared for war. There can scarcely he a 
possible chance of a conflict, such as the last one, 
occurring among our own people again; hut,grow¬ 
ing as wo are in population, wealth, and military 
power, we may become the envy of nations which 
led us in all these particulars only a few years 
ago; and unless we are prepared for it we may 
ho in danger of a combined movement being some 
day made to crush us out. Now, scarcely twenty 
years after the war, we seem to have forgotten the 
lessons it taught, and are going on as if in the 
greatest security, without the power to resist an in¬ 
vasion by the fleets of fourth-rate European powers 
for a time until we could prepare for them. 

We should have a good navy, and our sea-coast 
defenses should he put in the finest possible condi¬ 
tion. Neither of those cost much when it is con¬ 
sidered where the money goes, and what we get in 
return. Money expended in a fine navy not only 
adds to our security and tends to prevent war in 
the future, hut is very material aid to our commerce 
with foreign nations in the mean time. Money 
spout upon sea-coast defenses is spent among our 
own people, and all goes hack again among the 
people. The work accomplished, too, like that of 
the uavy, gives us a feeling of security. 

England’s course toward the United States dur¬ 
ing the rebellion exasperated the people of this 
country very much against the mother-country. 
1 regretted it. England and the United States are 
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natural album and > 1 h* n M bo tho host of friends. 
Th.*v spoak on** lanyuanv and an* ivlatod by blood 
and itf la t t hm \Yo !<*ov!|iim\ or ovon oilhor so pa¬ 
nt I oh, an* hot in* qttaiilmd than any ot hor pooplo to 
osfahlish ruiiftfifivt* bn! \\oi'it all tin* nationalitios of 
tin* woiid, 

filmland t,y\ itio Inn* own oolntiins, ami part i < * u « 
larh t Iimm* oinbi'aoimr tIn* ponplo ot ditloivnf raoos 
from hor «>\n n, hHtor than an\ othor nation. Sin* is 
just fo i ho oi»injiiort*d, but riidd. Sho makos thorn 
solf'SUpport in**:, but iri\os tin* hoiiofit of labor to 
tlio laborin’. Sin* d«»os not sooin to took upon tho 
noloi|io> asollt^ido possovdohS w hi<*h slio is at lib- 
ort\ fo work for tin* support and ay^randizotnonf 
of tin* hona* yo\orimnmt. 

Tin* Inutility of Hntdand to tin* Fnitod Status 
during otir ivbollion was tod so nmoh roal as it was 
apparent. It was tin* Inotilit\ of tin* loa<h*rs of ono 
polit tonl party. 1 am told that thorn was no timo 
during tin* ot\il war wboii tlmy won* ahlo to got up 
in Falkland a domotmf rat ion in favor of sooosshm, 
wldlo tlu*M* won* oonstantly l*«d me jtcottou up in 
favor of tho Futon, or, as th**y oallod it, in favor 
of fin* North, Kvott in Mnnobostor, w hioh sutloml 
h» four full) by hn\iftfj; tho ootton out oil trom hor 
mills, tho\ had a unmoor donums!ration in tavor 
of fin* North at tin* \nry tinn* \\lu*n thoir workman 
won* almost fambdiitiif. 

It Is puss 1 1 ill* that till' <|iao t inn "f a be- 

Ivsihmi I'lH’i'"' iiui\ <■11)11** it | * in t!i** f tit uri', ns (lid tliat 
ln>t ui*i*n t i*i mm I* ii 11 aiti I - la mtv 1 n‘l * >ri*. I lit * <'i iitiii t ion 
of tlio I’olorni nmn within "iir l«inh*rs may booomn 
u Kimivi' of an\iot\, to say tin* toast. But ho wan 
hi'ouf'ht to uiir slioros by oonijitilsioti, and ho now 
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should be considered as having as good a right to 
remain here as any other class of our citizens. It 
was looking to a settlement of this question that led 
me to urge the annexation of Santo Domingo dur- Proposed 
ing the time I was President of the United States. o^antoSo- 

Santo Domingo was freely offered to us not only 
by the administration, hut by all the people, almost 
without price. The island is upon our shores, is 
very fertile, and is capable of supporting fifteen 
millions of people. The products of the soil are so 
valuable that labor in her fields would be so com¬ 
pensated as to enable those who wished to go there 
to quickly repay the cost of their passage. I took 
it that the colored people would go there in great 
numbers, so as to have independent States governed 
by their own race. They would still be States of 
the Union, and under the protection of the gen 
eral government; but the citizens would be almost 
wholly colored. 

By the war with Mexico we had acquired, as we 0 ^evfst up 
have seen, territory almost equal in extent to that 
we already possessed. It was seen that the vol¬ 
unteers of the Mexican war largely composed the 
pioneers to settle up the Pacific coast country. 

Their numbers, however, were scarcely sufficient 
to be a nucleus for the population of the important 
points of the territory acquired by that war. After 
our rebellion, when so many young men were at 
liberty to return to their homes, they found they 
were not satisfied with the farm, the store, or the 
workshop of the villages, but wanted larger fields. 

The mines of the mountains first attracted them; 
but afterward they found that rich valleys and 
productive grazing and farming lands were there. 
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This territory, {lit* geography of which was not 
known In ns at the close of tin 4 rebellion, is now as 
well mapped as any purl ion of our country. Rail¬ 
roads traverse it in every direction — north, south, 
east, and west. The mines are worked. The high 
lands are used for grazing purposes, and rich agri- 
cult ura! lands are found in many of the valleys. 
This is I he work of the volunteer. It is probable 
that (he Indians would have had control of these 
lands for a eentury yet but for the war. Wo must 
conclude, therefore, that wars are not always evils 
unmixed with some good. 

Prior to fhe rebellion tin* great mass of the peo¬ 
ple were sat islied to remain near the seenes of their 
birth. In fuel, an immense majority of fhe whole 
people did not fed secure against coming to want 
should they move among cut ire strangers. So much 
was tlie country divided into small communities that 
localized idioms hud grown up, so that you could 
almost tell what section a person was from by hear¬ 
ing him speak. Before, new territories were set¬ 
tled by a 44 class’’ people who shunned contact; 
with others; people wdn>, when the country bcga.ii 
to settle up around them, would push out fart her 
from civilization. Their guns furnished meat, and 
<he cultivation of a very limited amount of the 
soil (hear bread and vegetables. All tin' streams 
abounded with fish. Trapping would furnish pelts 
to be brought into tIn* States once* a, year, to pay 
for necessary art ides which they could not raise- 
powder, lend, whisky, tobacco, and some store 
goods. Occasionally some little art ides of luxury 
would enter into these purchases™a quarter of a 
pound of teat, two or three pounds of coffee, more 
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of sugar, some playing-cards, and, if anything was 
left over of the proceeds of the sale, more whisky. 

Little was known of the topography of the coun- ueveioi 
try beyond the settlements of these frontiersmen. 

This is all changed now. The war begot a spirit of 
independence and enterprise. The feeling now is 
tlxat a youth must cut loose from his old surround¬ 
ings to enable him to get up in the world. There 
is now such a commingling of the people that par¬ 
ticular idioms and pronunciation are no longer local¬ 
ized to any great extent; the country has filled up 
“ from the center all around to the sea”; railroads 
connect the two oceans and all parts of the interior; 
maps, nearly perfect, of every part of the country 
are now furnished the student of geography. 

The war has made us a nation of great power and 
intelligence. We have but little to do to preserve 
peace, happiness, and prosperity at home, and the 
i*espect of other nations. Our experience ought to 
teach us the necessity of the first; our power secures 
tlxe latter. 

I feel that we are on the eve of a new era, when The new 
tliere is to be great harmony between the Federal 
and Confederate. I cannot stay to be a living wit¬ 
ness to the correctness of this prophecy; but I feel 
it within me that it is to be so. The universally 
kind feeling expressed for me at a time when it 
was supposed that each day would prove my last 
seemed to me the beginning of the answer to “ Let 
ns have peace.” 

The expressions of these kindly feelings were 
not restricted to a section of the country nor to a 
division of the people. They came from individual 
citizens of all nationalities; from all denominations 
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— tin* ProioManU fltr t'afholha and t ho Jaw; anti 
from tin* \ a rh am snoiot io'* oi fin* land stdont ifi<*, 
uduoat nmal, tvliirh m - or othorwiso. iNJitios did 
nut otilor into 1 In* manor at ail. 

I am not *w**fi { omandi lo >iij»|ioso all this si^« 
nsiinaiH't* -diould donhmi hfraimo 1 w as t ho ohjoot 
of it. Id 11 tin* war dot w oou t In* St at os was a vory 
blood) and a \or\ oosfj\ war, < hit* stdo or (ho 
olin*!* had to \ iold prinoij Jos tho) « loomod dnurnr 
than litV bobov it omdd ho brought to an ond. I 
ooinifiatidod tho w ho 1 ♦ * o! tho muddy 1 h *st o neap'd 
on tin* \‘nif»rioii> sido, I was, no mat tor who!ln*r 
dosorwdiy so nr not, a ro|uvs«*nf ati\o of that sido 
of t ho ooiit ro\ or>) , It is a Sajdtloaiit a ml ^ratify¬ 
ing fart that t h»niVdorato. should lia\o jotm*d 

hoartily in IJii^ >p«*jilano*»us tnmr. I hopo tin* 
good fooling muitgttnifod tna\ ooiitiuuo to tbo otnL 
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REPORT OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL U. S. GRANT, OF THE 
UNITED STATES ARMIES (1864-05) 


Headquarters, Armies of the United States, 
Washington, D. C., July 22, 1865. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera¬ 
tions of the Armies of the United States from the date of my appoint¬ 
ment to command the same. 

Prom an early period in the rebellion I had been impressed with 
the idea that active and continuous operations of all the troops that 
could be brought into the field, regardless of season and weather, 
were necessary to a speedy termination of the war. The resources 
of the enemy and his numerical strength were far inferior to ours; 
but as an offset to this, we had a vast territory, with a population 
hostile to the government, to garrison, and long lines of river and 
railroad communications to protect, to enable us to supply the oper¬ 
ating armies. 

The armies in the East and West acted independently and without 
concert, like a balky team, no two ever pulling together, enabling the 
enemy to use to great advantage his interior lines of communication 
for transporting troops from East to West, reinforcing the arinv most 
vigorously pressed, and to furlough large numbers, during seasons of 
inactivity on our part, to go to their homes and do the work of pro¬ 
ducing for the support of their armies. It was a question whether 
our numerical strength and resources were not more than balanced 
by these disadvantages and the enemy’s superior position. 

‘ Prom the first I was firm in the conviction that no peace could be 
had that would be stable and conducive to the happiness of the peo¬ 
ple, both North and South, until the military power of the rebellion 
was entirely broken. 

I therefore determined, first, to use the greatest number of troops 
practicable against the armed force of the enemy, preventing him 
from using the same force at different seasons against first one and 
then another of our armies, and the possibility of repose for refitting 
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:uiil |>nxluein;; ..ssnry Mtj>(*Ii*‘>- fur i-aiTviiur on resistance Second 

h> hammer <-<m(inmumly mraiust the nniinl' force <»f the enemy and’ 

" s lvs " m .. 0 niiriti<in, it' in m>other wav, there should 

hr 1 1 '>thum; i.-l t In him htil an .-.{ita! Mihniis.Mon with the loyal section 

.rv to (I,,. ('oin.iitiition ami laws of the land. 

'llirM' vim-, have a k < • |. t const a nt ly in mind, and orders <d'ven 
and H.mpmpiis made to earrv then. out. Whether they iiihdiUiHve 
heen heller in eo„ee i ,l,un and exeeution is for the peupfe, who mourn 
(lie loss ot iriemiN tall, n, and who have to pav tin- pecuniary eost to 
say. All 1 ran sa\ i,. tin.! what 1 have.ioi.e has heen done eouscicn- 
tlously, to the best ot mv ahilltv. ami in what 1 eoneeiyed to lie for 

llii* I h \st iniri’f.sls ol flit* U huh* t * * »ii iii \'\, 

. *M u ^ lf,It this roporf lupins, tin* situation of tho oontond- 

! olvrs v J as J jl****1* Tim .Mississippi Rivor was sirotudy 

rm irr r° n,,t . ? * , ! M * rni l ,ruu P- s ' 1>rum Sl ' Ja»ui;% Missouri, to its mouth. 
Nm lino of Ha* Arkansas was af.su hold, Mins tfi\iu«* ns arniod posses 
sum of all wrs! of tho Mis-Ksippi, uoHfj of that stmum A fVw points 
m sotithorn Louisiana, Hot mnofo from flu* rivor, won* hold by uk 
to^othor with n small garrison at and near fho mouth of I ho Rid 
Brando AH fim baimmo of fho vast tm-itorv of Arkansas, Louim- 
itmunmi Irvnswusm flrn almost undisptifod p*»ssossion of f hoonomv 
with an army of prohahh not loss than in*,rhf\ thousand oflVolivd 
monjhnt oould huvoboon brotmhf into fho fmld'hnd tlmro boon suflh 
oamt opposition to hint* hnnnM thorn out. Tin* hTnlono policy 
had domomhzod fids fonm so that prohahh hut Httio moro than ono 
* m \ d^vas ovo r piv.sout in immsuu at any mu* ftmo. Hut tho ono 
half, or forty thousand im*n, with flu* hands of ^uorrillas soaitoml 
fhroiJirh Missouri, Arkansas, and nhupr fho Mississippi Rivor, and tho 
disloyal ohanml.T of intioh of fin* population, otmipollod tin* uso of a 
a h*T numhor of troops fo koop ua \ i*,mtitm opon on tin* rivor, and to 
profoof fho loud pooplo to tin* wost of if. To tho oast oflho Miss- 
iKMppMvr hold suhstanlially with fho lino of tho Touuossoo and Hob 
shm ri\ors, nninino oastvvard to inolmh* noarh all of tho Kfafo of 
Hmuossoo, Sotd h off'hat f aiHiomi. a small foothold had hoon ohfaitiod 
in i «oor^ia, suffioimt to profoof Mast Touuossoo front inottrsions from 
tho onomy s iorooytl Ihdfon, Hoorpia, Wost irtjfinin was suhsfun- 
ftallv uithin our linos, \ irniuiu, with tho «*\oopf itm of th < 4 uorthorn 
hordor, tin* Fofonum Rivor, a small aroa about tho mouth of Jamos 
Rtvonoovorod hy iho troops at Norfolk and Fort Monroo, and tho 
tornl.orv oovorod hy tho Army of tin* Pofomu** lyintc along 1 tho Rapi- 
«Ian, wan in tho possession of tin* om*my. Ahmn' tho son roast foot- 
holds had hoon ohfatnod at Idvimmth, Washinid^tp and Now Borno f 
in North Farolina; HoauforL Folly and Morris islands, Hilton Hoad, 
rorf Ihuaski, ami Fort Iioyal, in South ( ’nrolina *. Foruaudina and 
SI. Au^uHtuii 1 , ht Florida. Koy Wosl and Fonsaoola won* also in our 
poHH<*HHioip whilo all tho important ports woro hhndiadod hv tho navy. 
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The accompanying map/ a copy of which was sent to General Sher¬ 
man and other commanders in March, 1864, shows by red lines the 
territory occupied by us at the beginning of the rebellion, and at the 
opening of the campaign of 1864, while those in blue are the lines 
which it was proposed to occupy. 

Behind the Union lines there were many bands of guerrillas and 
a large population disloyal to the government, making it necessary 
to guard every foot of road or river used in supplying our armies. 
In the South a reign of military despotism prevailed, which made 
every man and boy capable of bearing arms a soldier, and those who 
could not bear arms in the field acted as provosts for collecting de¬ 
serters and returning them. This enabled the enemy to bring almost 
his entire strength into the held. 

The enemy had concentrated the bulk of his forces east of the 
Mississippi into two armies, commanded by Generals R. E. Lee and 
J. E. Johnston, his ablest and best generals. The army commanded 
by Lee occupied the south bank of the Rapidan, extending from Mine 
Run westward, strongly intrenched, covering and defending Rich¬ 
mond, the rebel'capitai, against the Army of the Potomac. The army 
under Johnston occupied a strongly intrenched position at Dalton, 
Georgia, covering and defending Atlanta, Georgia,—a place of great 
importance as a railroad center,—against the armies under Major- 
General W. T. Sherman. In addition to these armies he had a large 
cavalry force, under Eorrest, in northeast Mississippi; a considerable 
force, of all arms, in the Shenandoah Valley and in the western part 
of Virginia and extreme eastern part of Tennessee; and also con¬ 
fronting our sea-coast garrisons, and holding blockaded ports where 
we had no foothold upon land. 

These two armies, and the cities covered and defended by them, 
were the main objective points of the campaign. 

Major-General W. T. Slierman, who was appointed to the command 
of the Military Division of the Mississippi, embracing all the armies 
and territory east of the Mississippi River to the Alleghanies, and the 
Department of Arkansas, west of the Mississippi, had the immediate 
command of the armies operating against Johnston. 

Major-General George G. Meade had the immediate command of the 
Army of the Potomac, from where I exercised general supervision of 
the movements of all our armies. 

General Sherman was instructed to move against Johnston’s army, 
to break it up, and to go into the interior of the enemy’s country as 
far as he could, inflicting all the damage he could upon their war 
resources. If the enemy in his front showed signs of joining Lee, to 
follow him up to the full extent of his ability, while I would prevent 
the concentration of Lee upon him, if it was in the power of the 

1 This allusion is to a map which is fully described in the “ Official Records of 
the War of the Rebellion,” vol. xxxii, part 3, p. 261.—F. D. G. 
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This gives him a strong naval fleet With which to cooperate. Ton can mate 
your own arrangements with the admiral for Ms cooperation, and sdeet 
youi- own line of approach My own idea of the matter is that PaseaS 
should be your base : but from your long service in the Gulf DepartSient 
you will know best about the matter. It is intended that vour mordents 
shall be cooperative with movements elsewhere, and vou cannot not start 
too soon. All I would now add is, that you commence the concentration 
of your forces at once. Preserve a profound secrecy of what you hTtend 
doing, and start at the earliest possible moment. * 

TJ. S. Grant, 

Major-General N. P. Banks. Lieutenant-General. 


Major-General Meade was instructed that Lee’s army would be his 
objective point; that wherever Lee went he would go also. For his 
movement two plans presented themselves: one to cross the Raiiidan 
below Lee, moving by his right flank; the other above, moving bv 
his left. Each presented advantages over the other, with correspond¬ 
ing objections. By crossing above, Lee would be cut off from all 
chance of ignoring Richmond or going north on a raid. But if we 
took this route, all we did would have to be done whilst the rations 
we started with held out; besides, it separated us from Butler, so 
that he could not be directed how to cooperate. If we took the other 
route, Brandy Station could he used as a base of supplies until an¬ 
other was secured on the York or James rivers. Of these, however, 
it was decided to take the lower route. ' ’ 

The following letter of instruction was addressed to Maior-General 
B. F. Butler: 

Fort Monroe, Virginia., 
April 2, 1864. 

General : In the spring campaign, which it is desirable shall commence 
at as early a day as practicable, it is proposed to have cooperative action 
of all the armies in the field, as far as this object can be accomplished. 

It will not be possible to unite our armies into two or three large ones to 
act as so many units, owing to the absolute necessity of holding on to the 
territory already taken from the enemy. But, generally speaking, concen¬ 
tration can be practically effected by armies moving to the interior of the 
enemy’s country from tbe territory they have to guard. By such movement 
they interpose themselves between the enemy and the country to he guarded, 
thereby reducing the number necessary to guard important points, or at 
least occupy the attention of a part of the enemy’s force, if no greater object 
is gained. Lee’s army and Richmond being the greater objects toward 
which our attention must he directed in the nest campaign, it is desirable 
to unite all the force we can against them. The necessity of covering 
Washington with the Army of tbe Potomac, and of covering your depart¬ 
ment with your army, makes it impossible to unite these forces at the be¬ 
ginning of any move. I propose, therefore, what comes nearest this of any¬ 
thing that seems practicable: The Army of the Potomac will act from its 
present base, Lee’s army being the objective point. You will collect all the 
forces from vour command that can be spared from garrison duty—I should 

Vol. II.—26 
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In cooperation with the main movements against Lee and Johnston. 
I was desirous of using all other troops necessarily kept in depart¬ 
ments remote from the fields of immediate operations, and also those 
kept in the background for the protection of our extended lines be¬ 
tween the loyal States and the armies operating against them. 

A very considerable force, under command of Major-Generai Sigel, 
was so held for the protection of West Virginia and the frontiers of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. Whilst these troops could not be with¬ 
drawn to distant fields without exposing the North, to invasion by 
comparatively small bodies of the enemy, they could act directly to 
their front, and give better protection than if lying idle in garrison. 
By such a movement they would either compel the enemy to detach 
largely for the protection of his supplies and fines of communication, 
or he would lose them. General Sigel was therefore directed to or¬ 
ganize all his available force into two expeditions, to move from 
Beverly and Charleston, under command of Generals Ord and Crook, 
against the East Tennessee and Virginia railroad. Subsequently, 
General Ord having been relieved at his own request, General Sigel 
was instructed, at his own suggestion, to give up the expedition by 
Beverly, and to form two columns, one under General Crook, on the 
Kanawha, numbering about ten thousand men, and one on the Shen¬ 
andoah, numbering about seven thousand men. The one on the 
Shenandoah to assemble between Cumberland and the Shenandoah, 
and the infantry and artillery advanced to Cedar Creek with such 
cavalry as could be made available at the moment, to threaten the 
enemy in the Shenandoah Valley, and advance as far as possible; 
while General Crook would take possession of Lewisburg with part 
of his force and move down the Tennessee railroad, doing as much 
damage as he could, destroying the New River Bridge and the salt¬ 
works at Saltville, Virginia. 

Owing to the weather and bad condition of the roads, operations 
were delayed until the 1st of May, when, everything being in readi¬ 
ness and the roads favorable, orders were given for a general move¬ 
ment of all the armies not later than the 4th of May. 

My first object, being to break the military power of the rebellion 
and capture the enemy’s important strongholds, made me desirous 
that General Butler should succeed in his movement against Rich¬ 
mond, as that would tend more than anything else, unless^ it were the 
capture of Lee’s army, to accomplish tins desired result in the East. 
If he failed, it was my determination, by hard fighting, either to com¬ 
pel Lee to retreat, or to so cripple him that he could not detach a 
large force to go north, and still retain enough for the defense of 
Richmond. It was well understood by both Generals Butler and 
Meade before starting on the campaign that it was my intention to 
put both their armies south of the James River, in case of failure to 
destroy Lee without it, 
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the morning of the 6th he was leading Ms corps into action near the 
Wilderness Tavern, some of his troops having inarched a distance of 
over thirty miles, crossing both the Rappahannock and Rapidan 
rivers. . Considering that a large proportion—probably two tMrds 
— of his command was composed of new troops unaccustomed to 
marches, and carrying the accoutrements of a soldier, this was a re¬ 
markable march. 

The battle of the Wilderness was renewed by us at five o'clock on 
the morning of the 6th, and continued with unabated fury until dark¬ 
ness set in, each army holding substantially the same position that 
they had on the evening of the 5th. After dark the enemy made a 
feeble attempt to turn our right flank, capturing several hundred 
prisoners and creating considerable confusion. But the promptness 
of General Sedgwick, who was personally present and commanded 
that part of our line, soon reformed it and restored order. On the 
morning of the Ttli reconnaissances showed that the enemy had fallen 
behind his intrenched lines, with pickets to the front, covering a part 
of the battle-field. From this it was evident to my mind that the 
two days' fighting had satisfied him of his inability to further main¬ 
tain the contest in the open field, notwithstanding his advantage of 
position, and that he would wait an attack behind his works. I 
therefore determined to push on and put my whole force between 
him and Richmond, and orders were at once issued for a movement 
by his right flank. On the night of the 7th the march was commenced 
toward Spottsylvania Court House, the Fifth Corps moving on the 
most direct road. But the enemy, having become apprised of our 
movement, and having the shorter line, was enabled to reach there 
first. On the 8th General Warren met a force of the enemy, wMch 
had been sent out to oppose and delay his advance, to gain time to 
fortify the line taken up at Spottsylvania. This force was steadily 
driven back on the main force within the recently constructed works, 
after considerable fighting, resulting in severe loss to both sides. On 
the morning of the 9th General Sheridan started on a raid against 
the enemy's lines of communication with Richmond. The 9th, 10th, 
and 11th were spent in manoeuvering and fighting, without decisive 
results. Among the killed on the 9th was that able and distinguished 
soldier, Major-General John Sedgwick, commanding the Sixth Army- 
corps. Major-General H. G. Wright succeeded him in command. 
Early on the morning of the 12th a general attack was made on the 
enemy in position. The Second Corps, Major-General Hancock com¬ 
manding, carried a salient of his line, # capturing most of Johnson's 
division of Ewell's corps and twenty pieces of artillery. But the re¬ 
sistance was so obstinate that the advantage gained did not prove 
decisive. The 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th were consumed 
in manoeuvering and awaiting the arrival of reinforcements from 
Washington. Deeming it impracticable to make any further attack 
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hominy, and have safely “brought them to their present position. These 
were colored cavalry, and are now holding our advance pickets toward 
Richmond. 

General Kautz, with three thousand cavalry from Suffolk, on the same 
day with our movement up James River, forced the Black Water, burned 
the railroad-bridge at Stony Creek, below Petersburg, cutting into Beaure¬ 
gard’s force at that point. 

We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed many miles of 
railroad, and got a position which, with proper supplies, we can hold out 
against the whole of Lee’s army. I have ordered up the supplies. 

Beauregard, with a large portion of his force, was left south by the cut¬ 
ting of the railroads. by Kautz. That portion which reached Petersburg 
under Hill I have whipped to-day, killing and wounding many, and taking 
many prisoners, after a severe and well-contested fight. 

General Grant will not be troubled with any further reinforcements to 
Lee from Beauregard’s force. 

Benj. F. Butler, 

Major - General . 

On the evening of the 13th and morning of the 14th he carried a 
portion of the enemy’s first line of defenses at Drury’s Bluff, or Port 
Darling, with small loss. The time thus consumed from the 6th lost 
to us the benefit of the surprise and capture of Richmond and Peters¬ 
burg, enabling, as it did, Beauregard to collect his loose forces in 
North and South Carolina, and bring them to the defense of those 
places. On the 16th the enemy attacked General Butler in his posi¬ 
tion in front of Drury’s Bluff. He was forced back, or drew back, 
into his intrenchments between the folks of the James and Appo¬ 
mattox rivers, the enemy intrenching strongly in his front, thus cov¬ 
ering his railroads, the city, and all that was valuable to him. His 
army, therefore, though in a position of great security, was as com¬ 
pletely shut off from further operations directly against Richmond 
as if it had been in a bottle strongly corked. It required but a com¬ 
paratively small force of the enemy to hold it there. 

On the 12th, General Kautz, with his cavalry, was started on a raid 
against the Danville railroad, which he struck at Coalfield, Powhatan, 
and Chula stations, destroying them, the railroad track, two freight- 
trains, and one locomotive, together with large quantities of commis¬ 
sary and other stores; thence, crossing to the South Side road, struck 
it at Wilson’s, Wells ville, and Black’s and White’s stations, destroy¬ 
ing the road and station-houses j thence he proceeded to City Point, 
which he reached on the 18th. 

On the 19th of April, and prior to the movement of General But¬ 
ler, the enemy, with a land force under General Hoke and an iron¬ 
clad ram, attacked Plymouth, North Carolina, commanded by General 
H. W. Wessells, and our gunboats there; and after severe fighting 
the place was carried by assault, and the entire garrison and arma¬ 
ment captured The gunboat Smithfield was sunk and the Miami 
disabled. 
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From the proximity of the enemy to his defenses around Riehm, ,nd. 

it was impossible, by any flank movement, to interpose between him 
and the city. I was still in a condition to either move by hh left 
think, <iiicl invest Richmond from the north side, or continue mv 
move by his right flank to the south side of the Janies. While the 
former might have been better as a covering for Washington, vet a 
full survey of all the ground satisfied me that it would be impracti¬ 
cable to hold a line north and east of Richmond that would protect 
the Fredericksburg railroad—a long, vulnerable line, which would 
exhaust much of our strength to guard, and that would have to be 
protected to supply the army, and would leave open to the euemv all 
his lines of communication on the south side of the James. My idea 
from the start had been to beat Lee's army north of Richmond, if 
possible; then, after destroying his lines of communication north 
of the James River, to transfer the army to the south side, and besiege 
Lee in Richmond, or follow him south if lie should retreat. After 
the battle of the Wilderness it was evident that the enemy deemed 
it of the first importance to run no risks with the army lie then had. 
lie acted purely on the defensive behind breastworks, or feebly on 
the offensive immediately in front of them, and where, in case of re¬ 
pulse, lie could easily retire behind them. Without a greater sacrifice 
of life than I was willing to make, all could not be accomplished that 
I had designed north of Richmond. I therefore determined to con¬ 
tinue to hold substantially the ground we then occupied, taking 
advantage of any favorable circumstances that might present them- 
selves, until the cavalry could be sent to Charlottesville and Gor- 
donsville to effectually break up the railroad connection between 
Richmond and the Shenandoah Valley and Lynchburg; and when 
the cavalry got well off, to move the army to the south side of the 
James River, by the enemy's right flank, where I felt I could cut off 
all his sources of supply, except by the canal. 

On the 7th two divisions of cavalry, under General Sheridan, got 
off on the expedition against the Virginia Central railroad, with in- 
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The army sent to operate against Richmond having hermetically 
sealed itself up a.t Bermuda Hundred, the enemy was enabled to bring 
the most, if not all, the reinforcements brought from the south by 
Beauregard against the Army of the Potomac. In addition to this 
reinforcement a very considerable one—probably not less than fifteen 
thousand men — was obtained by calling in the scattered troops under 
Breckinridge from the western part of Virginia. 

4 The position of Bermuda Hundred was as easy to defend as it was 
difficult to operate from against the enemy. I determined, therefore, 
to bring from it all available forces, leaving enough only to secure 
what had been gained; and accordingly, on the 22d, I directed that 
they bo sent forward under command of Major-General W. F. Smith, 
to join the Army of the Potomac. 

On the 24tli of May the Ninth Army-corps, commanded by Major- 
General A. E. Burnside, was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, 
and from this time forward constituted a portion of Major-General 
Meade’s command. 

. Finding the enemy’s position on the North Anna stronger than 
either of his previous ones, I withdrew on the night of the 26th to the 
north bank of the North Anna, and moved via Hanover Town to turn 
the enemy’s position by his right. 

Generals Torbert’s and Merritt’s divisions of cavalry, under Sheri¬ 
dan, and the Sixth Corps, led the advance, crossed the Pamunkey 
River at Hanover Town, after considerable fighting, and on the 28th 
the two divisions of cavalry had a severe but successful engagement 
with the enemy at Hawes’s Shop. On the 29th and 30th we ad¬ 
vanced, with heavy skirmishing, to the Hanover Court House and 
Cold Harbor road, and developed the enemy’s position north of the 
Chickahomiiiy. Late on the evening of the last day the enemy came 
out and attacked our left, but was repulsed with very considerable 
loss. An attack was immediately ordered by General Meade along 
his whole line, which resulted in driving the enemy from a part of 
his intrenched skirmish-line. 

On the 31st General Wilson’s division of cavalry destroyed the 
railroad-bridges over the South Anna River, after defeating the ene¬ 
my’s cavalry. General Sheridan on the same dayreached Cold Harbor, 
and held it until relieved by the Sixth Corps and General Smith’s 
command, which had just arrived, via White House, from General 
Butler’s army. 

On the first day of June an attack was made at 5 p.m. by the Sixth 
Corps and the troops under General Smith, the other corps being 
held in readiness to advance on the receipt of orders. This resulted 
in our carrying and holding the enemy’s first line of works in front 
of the right of the Sixth Corps, and in front of General Smith. 
During the attack the enemy made repeated assaults on each of the 
corps not engaged in the main attack, but was repulsed with heavy 
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During the campaign of forty-three davs, from the Rapid™ r „ n 
James River, the army had to he supplied from an , 

by wagons, over narrow roads, through a densely wood-d • m n' 
with a lack of wharves at each new bale from which to comXixV 
discharge vessels. Too much credit cannot, therefore be Jw.d' l 
the quartermaster and commissary departments for the Zealand Ik 
cieney displayed by them. Under the general supervision of the -hh-‘i 
quartermaster, Brigadier-General R. Ingalls, the trains were made to 
oceitpy all the available roads between the army and our water-base, 
and but little difficulty was experienced in protecting them 

The movement in the Kanawha and Shenandoah valkws. under 
General Sigel commenced on the 1st of May. General Ci-ouk, who 
had the immediate command of the Kanawha expedition, divided his 
forces into two columns, giving one, composed of eavalrv, to General 
Averell. They crossed the mountains by separate routes Aveivll 
struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, near TTvtheviile on the 
10th, and proceeding to New River and Christian sburg, destroyed the 
road, several important bridges and depots, including New River 
Bridge, forming a junction with Crook at Union on the loth. Gen¬ 
eral Sigel moved up the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemv at New 
Market on the 15th, and, after a severe engagement, was'defeated 
with heavy loss, and retired behind Cedar Creek. Not regarding the 
operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, I asked his removal from 
command, and Major-General Hunter was appointed to supersede 
1dm. His instructions were embraced in the following despatches 
to Major-General H. W. Halleek, chief of staff of the army: 


Near Spottsulvanta Court House, Virginia, 
May 20, 1864. 

********* 

The enemy are evidently relying for supplies greatly on such as are 
brought over the branch road running through Staunton. On the whole, 
therefore, I think it would be better for General Hunter to move in that 
direction; reach Staunton and Gordonsville or Charlottesville, if lie does 
not meet too much opposition. If he can hold at bay a force equal to his 
own, he will be doing good service. . . . 

’ 8 6. U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant - General . 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 

Jericho Ford, Virginia, 

May 25,1864. 

If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he should 
do so, living on the country. The railroads and canal should be destroyed 
beyond possibility of repairs for weeks. Completing this, he could find lus 
way back to his original base, or from about Gordonsville join this army. 

TJ* b# 

Lieutenant - General. 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 
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James had 

discharge vessels. Too much credit cannot, therefore, be“tl 
the quartei master and commissary departments for the zeal and effi¬ 
ciency displayed hy them. Under the general supervision of the chief 
quartermaster, Brigadier-General R. Ingalls, the trains were made to 
occupy all the available roads between the army and our water-base, 
a11 ^^ little difficulty was experienced in protecting them 
The movement in the Kanawha and Shenandoah vallevs, under 
General Sigel, commenced on the 1st of May. General Crook, who 
had the immediate command of the Kanawha expedition divided his 
forces into two columns, giving one, composed of cavalry, to General 
AV6iell. -They dossed the mountains by separate routes. Averell 
struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, near Wytheville, on the 
10th, proceeding to New River and Christiansburg, destroyed the 

road, several important bridges and depots, including New River 
Bridge, forming a junction with Crook at Union on the 15 th. Gen- 
oral Sigel moved up the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy at New 
Market on the 15th, and, after a severe engagement, was defeated 
with heavy loss, and retired behind Cedar Greek. Not regarding the 
operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, I asked his removal from 
command, and Major-General Hunter was appointed to supersede 
him. His instructions were embraced in the following despatches 
to Major-General H. W. Halleck, chief of staff of the army: 


Near Spottsylvania Court House, Virginia, 
May 20,1864. 

* * ******* 

The enemy are evidently relying for supplies greatly on such as are 
brought over the branch road running through Staunton. On the whole, 
therefore, I think it would be better for General Hunter to move in that 
direction j reach Staunton and Gordonsville or Charlottesville, if he does 
not meet too much opposition. If he can hold at bay a force equal to his 
own, he will be doing good service. . . . 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 

Jericho Ford, Virginia, 
May 25,1864. 

If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he should 
do so, living on the country. The railroads and canal should be destroyed 
beyond possibility of repairs for weeks. Completing this, he could find his 
wav back to his original base, or from about Gordonsville join this army. 

J U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General 

Major-General H. W. Halleck. 
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General 'Hunter immediately took up the offensive, and, moving 
np the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy on the 5th of June at 
Piedmont, and, after a battle of ten hours, routed and defeated him, 
capturing on the field of battle fifteen hundred men, three pieces of 
artillery, and three hundred stand of small arms. On the 8th of the 
same month he formed a junction with Crook and Averell at Staun¬ 
ton, from which place he moved direct on Lynchburg via Lexington, 
which place he reached and invested on the sixteenth day of June. 
Up to this time he was very successful, and but for the difficulty of 
taking with him sufficient ordnance stores over so long a march 
through a hostile country, he would no doubt have captured that, 
to the enemy important, point. The destruction of the enemy’s sup¬ 
plies and manufactories was very great. To meet this movement 
under General Hunter, General Lee sent a force, perhaps equal to a 
corps, a part of which reached Lynchburg a short time before Hunter. 
After some skirmishing on the 17th and 18th, General Hunter, owing 
to a want of ammunition to give battle, retired from before the place. 
Unfortunately this want of ammunition left him no choice of route 
for his return but by way of Kanawha. This lost to us the use of 
his troops for several weeks from the defense of the North. 

Had General Hunter moved by way of Charlottesville instead of 
Lexington, as his instructions contemplated, he would have been in 
a position to have covered the Shenandoah Valley against the enemy, 
should the force he met have seemed to endanger it. If it did not 
he would have been within easy distance of the James River Canal, 
on the main line of communication between Lynchburg and the force 
sent for its defense. I have never taken exception to the operations 
of General Hunter, and am not now disposed to find fault with him, 
for I have no doubt he acted within what he conceived to be the spirit 
of his instructions and the interests of the service. The promptitude 
of his movements and his gallantry should entitle him to the com¬ 
mendation of his country. 

To return to the Army of the Potomac. The Second Corps com¬ 
menced crossing the James River on the morning of the 14th by 
ferry-boats at Wilcox’s Landing. The laying of the pontoon-bridge 
was completed about midnight of the 14th, and the crossing of the 
balance of the army was rapidly pushed forward by both bridge and 
ferry. 

After the crossing had commenced, I proceeded by steamer to 
Bermuda Hundred to give the necessary orders for the immediate 
capture of Petersburg. 

The instructions to General Butler were verbal, and were for him 
to send General Smith immediately, that night, with all the troops 
he could give him without sacrificing the position he then held. I 
•told him that I would return at once to the Army of the Potomac, 
hasten its crossing, and throw it forward to Petersburg by divisions 
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as rapidly as it could be done ; that we could reinforce our armies 
more rapidly there than the enemy could bring troops against us. 
General Smith got off as directed, and confronted the enemy’s pickets 
near Petersburg before daylight next morning, but, for some reason 
that I have never been able to satisfactorily understand, did not get 
ready to assault his main lines until near sundown. Then, with a part 
of his command only, he made the assault, and carried the lines north¬ 
east of Petersburg from the Appomattox River for a distance of 
over two and a half miles, capturing fifteen pieces of artillery and 
three hundred prisoners. This was about 7 P.M. Between the line 
thus captured and Petersburg there were no other works, and there 
was 110 evidence that the enemy had reinforced Petersburg with a 
single brigade from any source. The night was clear—the moon 
shining brightly—and favorable to further operations. General 
Hancock, with two divisions of the Second Corps, reached General 
Smith just after dark, and offered the service of these troops as he 
(Smith) might wish, waiving rank to the named commander, who he 
naturally supposed knew best the position of affairs, and what to do 
with the troops. But instead of taking these troops and pushing at 
once into Petersburg, he requested General Hancock to relieve a part 
of his line in the captured works, which was done before midnight. 

By the time I arrived the next morning the enemy was in force. 
A 11 attack was ordered to be made at six o’clock that evening by the 
troops under Smith and the Second and Ninth corps. It required 
until that time for the Ninth Corps to get up and into position. The 
attack was made as ordered, and the fighting continued with but little 
intermission until six o’clock the next morning, and resulted in our 
carrying the advance and some of the main works of the enemy to 
the right (our left) of those previously captured by General Smith, 
several pieces of artillery, and over four hundred prisoners. 

The Fifth Corps having got up, the attacks were renewed and per¬ 
sisted in with great vigor on the 17th and 18th, but only resulted in 
forcing the enemy into an interior line, from which he could not be 
dislodged. The advantages of position gained by us were very great. 
The army then proceeded to envelop Petersburg toward the South 
Side railroad, as far as possible without attacking fortifications. 

On the 16th the enemy, to reinforce Petersburg, withdrew from 
a part of his intrenchment in front of Bermuda Hundred, expecting, 
no doubt, to get troops from north of the James to take the place of 
those withdrawn before we could discover it. General Butler, taking 
advantage of this, at once moved a force on the railroad between 
Petersburg and Richmond. As soon as I was apprised of the advan¬ 
tage thus gained, to retain it I ordered two divisions of the Sixth 
Corps, General Wright commanding, that were embarking at Wilcox’s 
Landing, under orders for City Point, to report to General Butler at 
Bermuda Hundred, of which General Butler was notified, and the 
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importance of holding a position in advance of Ms present line urged 
upon him. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon General Butler was forced back 
to the line the enemy had withdrawn from in the morning. General 
Wright, with his two divisions, joined General Butler on the fore¬ 
noon of the 17th, the latter still holding with a strong picket-line 
the enemy’s works. But instead of putting these divisions into the 
enemy’s works to hold them, he permitted them to halt and rest some 
distance in the rear of his own line. Between four and five o’clock 
in the afternoon the enemy attacked and drove in Ms pickets and re¬ 
occupied his old line. 

On the night of the 20th and morning of the 21st a lodgment was 
effected by General Bntler, with one brigade of infantry, on the north 
bank of the James, at Deep Bottom, and connected by pontoon-bridge 
with Bermuda Hundred. 

On the 19th General Sheridan, on his return from his expedition 
against the Virginia Central railroad, arrived at the White House just 
as the enemy’s cavalry was about to attack it, and compelled it to 
retire. The result of this expedition was that General Sheridan met 
the enemy’s cavalry near Trevillian Station, on the morning of the 
11th of June, whom he attacked, and after an obstinate contest drove 
from the field in complete rout. He left his dead and nearly all Ms 
wounded in our hands, and about four hundred prisoners and several 
hundred horses. On the 12th he destroyed the railroad from Trevil¬ 
lian Station to Louisa Court House. This occupied until 3 p. m., 
when he advanced in the direction of Gordonsville. He fonnd the 
enemy reinforced by infantry, behind well-constructed rifle-pits, about 
five miles from the latter place, and too strong to successfully assault. 
On the extreme right, however, his reserve brigade earned the ene¬ 
my’s works twice, and was twice driven therefrom by infantry. 
Night closed the contest. Not having sufficient ammunition to con¬ 
tinue the engagement, and Ms animals being without forage (the 
country furnishing but inferior grazing), and hearing nothing from 
General Hunter, he withdrew his command to the north side of the 
North Anna, and commenced his return march, reaching White House 
at the time before stated. After breaking up the depot at that place, 
he moved to the James River, Much he reached safely after heavy 
fighting. He commenced crossing on the 25th, near Fort Powhatan, 
without further molestation, and rejoined the Army of the Potomac. 

* On the 22d General Wilson, with Ms own division of cavalry of 
the Army of the Potomac, and General Kautz’s division of cavalry of 
the Army of the James, moved against the enemy’s railroads south 
of Richmond. Striking the Weldon railroad at Reams’s Station, de¬ 
stroying the depot and several miles of the road, and the -South Side 
road about fifteen miles from Petersburg to near Nottoway Station, 
where he met and defeated a force of the enemy’s cavalry. He 
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reached BurkesviUe Station on the afternoon of the 23d, and from 
there destroyed the Danville railroad to Roanoke Bridge,—a distance 
of twenty-five miles,—where he found the enemy in force and in a 
position from which he could not dislodge him. He then commenced 
his return march, and on the 28th met the enemy’s cavalry in force 
at the Weldon railroad crossing of Stony Creek, where he had a severe 
hut not decisive engagement. Thence he made a detour from his 
left with a view of reaching Reams’s Station (supposing it to he in 
our possession). At this place he was met by the enemy’s cavalry, 
supported by infantry, and forced to retire, with the loss of his artil¬ 
lery and trains. In this last encounter General Kautz, with a part 
of his command, became separated, and made his way into our lines. 
General Wilson, with the remainder of his force, succeeded in cross¬ 
ing the Nottoway River and coming in safely on our left and rear. 
The damage to the enemy in this expedition more than compensated 
for the losses we sustained. It severed all connection by railroad 
with Richmond for several weeks. 

With a view of cutting the enemy’s railroad from near Richmond 
to the Anna rivers, and making him wary of the situation of his 
army in the Shenandoah$ and, in the event of failure in this, to take 
advantage of his necessary withdrawal of troops from Petersburg, to 
explode a mine that had been prepared in front of the Ninth Corps 
and assault the enemy’s lines at that place, on the night of the 26th 
of July the Second Corps and two divisions of the cavalry corps and 
Kautz’s cavalry were crossed to the north bank of the James River, 
and joined the force General Butler had there. On the 27th the ene¬ 
my was driven from his intrenched position, with' the loss of four 
pieces of artillery. On the 28th our lines were extended from Deep 
Bottom to New Market road, but in getting this position were at¬ 
tacked by the enemy in heavy force. The fighting lasted for several 
hours, resulting in considerable loss to both sides. The first object 
of this move having failed, by reason of the very, large force thrown 
there by the enemy, I determined to take advantage of the diversion 
made, by assaulting Petersburg before he could get his force back 
there. One division of the Second Corps was withdrawn on the 
night of the 28th, and moved during the night to the rear of the 
Eighteenth Corps, to relieve that corps in the line, that it might be 
foot-loose in the assault to be made. The other two divisions of the 
Second Corps and Sheridan’s cavalry were crossed over on the night 
of the 29th and moved in front of Petersburg. On the morning of 
the 30th, between four and five o'clock, the mine was sprung, blow¬ 
ing up a battery and most of a regiment; and the advance of the as¬ 
saulting column, formed of the Ninth Corps, immediately took pos¬ 
session of the crater made by the explosion, and the line for some 
distance to the right and left of it, and a detached line in front of 
it, but for some cause failed to advance promptly to the ridge beyond. 
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Had they done this I have every reason to Mima* that Petersburg 
would have fallen. Other I roups were immediately pushed forward, 
hut the Unit' consumed in getting them tip enabled the enemy to 
rally from his surprise (whieh Itttd br«m complete) Hint get IWees to 
tins point, for its defense. Tin* raptured lino finis hold being unten¬ 
able and of no advantage to us, flu* troops wov witlid runn, hut not 
without heavy loss. Thus terminated in disaster wliut promised to 
ho the most suceessful assault of the campaign' 

Immediately upon tho enemy's ascertaining tliuf (Amend Hunter 
was retreating from Lynehburg by way of tin* Kanawha River, thus 
laying tho Shenandoah Yialhn open tor raids Itil«» Maryland and 
Pomtsylvnnia, In* returued northward ami inuvod «luwn that valley. 
As soon as this movomonf of tho enerm was ascertained, <Amend 
Hunter, who hud ronohod tho Kmmwha River, was directed to move 
his troops without delay, by i*i\nr and railroad, to llurpor's Ferry; 
hut owing (o tho difiioulty of imv i gat ion by reason of low wator mid 
hroaks in tho railroad, groat delay was experienced in got ting there. 
It became necessary, thoroforo, to find other troops to check flits move¬ 
ment of tho onomy. For this purpose tin* Sixth Corps wits taken 
from thn armies operating against Richmond, to which was itddod 
tho Nineteenth Corps, thon fortunately bogintting toarrive tit Hump* 
ton Roads from tho <*ulf Department, tinder ordors issued Imittettb 
atoly niter tho ascertainment of tin* result of tin* Rod River exjnulb 
tion. The garrisons of Baltimore and Washington woro at fids timo 
made up of hoavy artillery regiments, liundrod days 1 men, ntid de« 
taohmonts from tho invalid corps, < >no division, tuidor command of 
(Amoral Ricketts, of I la* Sixth Corps wiih sent to Baltimore, and tho 
romaining two divisitms of tin* Hixtli Corps, under (Amend Wright» 
were subsoquontly sent to Washington, t Hi tin* ltd of .Inly tin* ouo* 
my approaohod Mariiushttrg. (Amend Xigrl, who was in oommand 
of our forces tlu*r<% retreated across tin* Potomac «it Shepherdstown, 
and (Amoral Weller, commanding at Harpers Ferry, crossed tho rivor 
and occupied Maryland Heights, (In tin* bill tlio enemy omipiod 
Hagerstown, moving a strong column Imviinl Frederick City. (loro 
oral Wallace, with Ricketts's division mid his own command, the Intfor 
mostly now and tmdisoiplinocl troops, pushed out from Baltimore 
with groat promptness, and mot tlio onomy in foroo on tho Monncary, 
near tho orossingof tho railroad bridge, His force was not sufficient 
to ensure success; but ho fought tho onomy nevertheless, and altliough 
it resulted in a clofoat to our arms, yot it dotainod tho onomy, nnd 
thereby served to enable (Amend Wright, to reach Washington with 
two divisions of tho Sixth Corps, nnd tho advance of the Nineteenth 
Corps before him. From Mouocucy the onomy moved on Washing* 
ton, Ids cavalry advance reaching Rockville oil the evening of the 
10th. On the 12th a reconnaissance was thrown out in front of Fort 
Stevens, to ascertain the emmiy’a jKisition iiiicI force. A severe sktr- 
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misk ensued, in which, we lost about two hundred and eighty in killed 
and wounded. The enemy’s loss was probably greater. He com¬ 
menced retreating during the night. Learning the exact condition 
of affairs at Washington, I requested by telegraph, at forty-five min¬ 
utes past 11 P.M., on the 12th, the assignment of Major-General H. G. 
Wright to the command of all the troops that could be made avail¬ 
able to operate m the field against the enemy, and directed that he 
should get outside of the trenches with all the force he could, and 
push. Early to the last moment. General Wright commenced the 
pursuit on the 13th; on the 18 th the enemy was overtaken at Snick¬ 
er’s ferry, on the Shenandoah, when a sharp skirmish occurred; and 
on the 20th General Averell encountered and defeated a portion of 
the rebel army at Winchester, capturing four pieces of artillery and 
several hundred prisoners. 

Learning that Early was retreating south toward Lynchburg or 
Richmond, I directed that the Sixth and Nineteenth corps be got 
back to the armies operating against Richmond, so that they might 
be used in a movement against Lee before the return of the troops 
sent by him into the Valley; and that Hunter should remain in the 
Shenandoah Valley, keeping between any force of the enemy and 
Washington, acting on the defensive as much as possible. I felt 
that if the enemy had any notion of returning, the fact would be 
developed before the Sixth and Nineteenth corps could leave Wash¬ 
ington. Subsequently the Nineteenth Corps was excepted from the 
order to return to the James. 

About the 25th it became evident that the enemy was again ad¬ 
vancing upon Maryland, and Pennsylvania, and the Sixth Corps, then 
at Washington, was ordered back to the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry. 
The rebel force moved down the Valley, and sent a raiding party into 
Pennsylvania, which on the 30th burned Chambersburg, and then 
retreated, pursued by our cavalry, toward Cumberland. They were 
met and defeated by General Kelley, and with diminished numbers 
escaped into the mountains of West Virginia. From the time of the 
first raid the telegraph-wires were frequently down between Wash¬ 
ington and City Point, making it necessary to transmit messages a 
part of the way by boat. It took from twenty-foftr to thirty-six 
hours to get despatches through and return answers back; so that 
often orders would be given, and then information would be received 
showing a different state of facts from those on which they were 
based, causing a confusion and apparent contradiction of orders that 
must have considerably embarrassed those who had to execute them, 
and rendered operations against the enemy less effective than they 
Dtherwise would have been. To remedy this evil it was evident to 
my mind that some person should have the supreme command of all 
L ,he forces in the Departments of West Virginia, Washington, Susque- 
lanna, and the Middle Department, and I so recommended. 

Von. II.—27 
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On flu' 2d of August I ordered Uniieral Sheridan to report in per- 

son to Majordieuerul Hallerk, chief of stuff, at Washington* with a 
view to his assignment to the command of all the forces against 
Marly, At this time the enemy was eminent rated in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Winchester, while our forces, under General Hunter, were 
no man it rated on t In* Monoeacy, at the crossing of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad, leaving open to the enemy western Maryland and 
southern Pennsylvania. From \\here 1 was I hesitated to give post* 
live orders for the movement of our forces at Muitncact, lest by ho 
doing 1 should expose Washington, Therefore on t he 4th I left City 
Point to visit Hunter's command and determine for myself vvhat was 
best, to be done. On arrival there, and after consultation with den- 
era 1 Hunter, l issued to him the following instruetions: 

,Mosim*a<*V 1 till f h IE, MaUVOANO, 

Aligns! ft, IHIB, H !\M. 

Uknkhau : Boncentrate all your available force without delay in the vioin- 
ity of Harper's Perry, leaving only Hindi railroad guards amt garrisona for 
public property m tuny be mmomm ry* If m\ m this concetti ruling, the rail¬ 
road, if by so doing time can he saved. From HnrpcrV Perry, if it is found 
that the enemy has moved north of the Potoume m large force, push north, 
following him mid attacking him wherever found; follow him, if driven 
south of the Potomac, as long as it is safe to do mk If it is ascertained 
that the enemy has but n small force north of the Potomac, then push 
south with the main force, detaching under n competent eomnmmler a suf¬ 
ficient force to look after tint raiders and drive them to their homes. In 
detaching such n force, tin* hriglide of envnlry now rw mute from Washing- 
ton via Rockville tuny he taken into account. 

There are now on their way to join you three other brigades of the heat 
cavalry, numbering at least five thousand men find borate. These will he 
instructed, in the absence of further orders, to join you by the south side 
of the Potomac, One brigade will probably Mart to-morrow, In pushing 
up the Bhenandnnh Valley, w here it is exjw eted you will have to go first or 
last, it is desirable that nothing should he left to invite the enemy to return. 
Take nil provisions, forage, mid stock w anted for the use of your command 5 
such ns cannot he consumed* destroy. It is not desirable that flit* buildings 
should he destroyed they should rather la* protected* hut the people should 
he informed that, so long as nn army can subsist among them, recurrences 
of these raids must be expected* unit we are determine*! to stop them at all 
hamrds. 

Bear In mind, the ohjwi is to drive the enemy south; and to do this, 
you want to k©op him always in sight, lie guide* 1 in your course by the 

course ho takes. 

Make your own arrangement* for supplies of nil kinds, giving regular 
voucihfifi for such as may he taken front loyal citketw in the country through 

which you march, 

II, H. flu ANT, 

MAJfoi4IiNi»At* I>. IftiMTiti, Lwntmmmf-(Immil 

Tim troops worn immediately put in motion, tttitl the advance 

reached HaUtown that night 
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General Hunter having, in onr conversation, expressed a willing¬ 
ness to be relieved from command, I telegraphed to have General 
Sheridan, then at Washington, sent to Harper's Ferry, by the morn¬ 
ing train, with orders to take general command of all the troops in 
the field, and to call on General Hunter at Monocacy, who would 
turn over to him my letter of instructions. I remained at Monocacy 
until General Sheridan arrived, on the morning of the 6th; and after 
a conference with him in relation to military affairs in that vicinity 
I returned to City Point by way of Washington. 

On the 7th of August the Middle Department and the Departments 
of West Virginia, Washington, and Susquehanna were constituted 
into the “ Middle Military Division," and Major-General Sheridan 
was assigned to temporary command of the same. 

Two divisions of cavalry, commanded by Generals Torbert and 
Wilson, were sent to Sheridan from the Army of the Potomac. The 
first reached him at Harper's Ferry about the 11th of August. 

His operations during the month of August and the fore part of 
September were both of an offensive and defensive character, result¬ 
ing in many severe skirmishes, principally by the cavalry, in which 
we were generally successful; but no general engagement took place. 
The two armies lay in such a position—the enemy on the west bank 
of the Opequan Creek covering Winchester, and our forces in front 
of Berry ville—that either could bring on a battle at any time. De¬ 
feat to us would lay open to the enemy the States of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania for long distances before another army could be inter¬ 
posed to check him. Under these circumstances I hesitated about 
allowing the initiative to be taken. Finally the use of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, which were 
both obstructed by the enemy, became so indispensably necessary to 
us, and the importance of relieving Pennsylvania and Maryland from 
continuously threatened invasion so great, that I determined the risk 
should be taken. But fearing to telegraph the order for an attack 
without knowing more than I did of General Sheridan's feelings as 
to what would be the probable result, I left City Point on the 15th 
of September to visit him at his headquarters, to decide, after con¬ 
ference with him, what should be done. I met him at Charlestown, 
and he pointed out so distinctly how each army lay, what he could 
do the moment he was authorized, and expressed such confidence of 
success, that I saw there were but two words of instruction neces¬ 
sary— Go in ! For the convenience of forage the teams for sup¬ 
plying the army were kept at Harper's Ferry. I asked him if he* 
could get out his teams and supplies in time to make an attack on 
the ensuing Tuesday morning. His reply was that he could before 
daylight on Monday. He was off promptly to time, and I may here 
add that the result was such that I have never since deemed it neces¬ 
sary to visit General Sheridan before giving him orders. 
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Marly cm the 1 morning of tin* IPth <teneral Sheridan attae*ked (hm- 
end Marly al the 1 crossing on tin* Opeepmn (Yeek, and after a most 
sanguinary and bloody battle. lasting until five oYloek in the* even- 
ing, defeated him with heavy W% eu trying ids entire position from 
Opnpum (Irek to Winehesfen rapturing several thousand prisoners 
and live* pirers ed‘ artillery, The enemy rallied, and made* a stand in 
a strong position at Pislu*r*s Hill, whom In* was attaeked and again 
detent* d with heavy loss on Ihe 201It |22d|. Sheridan pursued him 
with great energy through Harrisonburg' Staunton, nnil tin* gups of 
the Blue* Ridge. A ft or st ripping tin* tipper valley of most of the* sup¬ 
plies and provisions for I ho robed army, In* r*d unit’d to Strmdmrg, 
and took position on tin* north side* of Cedar t'reek. 

Having rereived eonsidernhh* reinforeemenls, < lenerul Marly again 
returned to the* Valley, and on tin* Of h of < Mobet* hisc*avalry eueoun- 
treed ours near StrinJmrg, whore* tin* rebels worn defeated, with tho 
loss of <*le*\on pirers of artillory and tliroo hundred and fifty prison¬ 
ers. On tin* night of tin* I Hi li tin* onoiny orossod tin* mountains 
whioli Hopnndo tin* hraiieims of tho Shenandoah, forded the North 
Fork, anti onrly on tin* morning of tho 10th, undor rover of the* dark- 
mm ami tin 1 fog, surprisod and turinal our loft flunk, and oapfnrod 
tho batteries whioli enfiladed our whoio lino, (hit* troops foil bank 
with heavy loss and in tiiuoli oonfusiom but worn finally rallied ben 
twoon Middletown and Newtown, At flits jinndiiro (Jeuerai Sheri¬ 
dan, who was at Winohostor whon tho buttle eommenerd, arrivod on 
the fiold, arranged Ids linos just in thin* to roptilso it liouvy attaok of 
tin' enemy, and immediately assuming tho offensive, ho attacked in 
turn with grant vigor. Tin* otiotny was defeated with grout slaughter 
and tin' loss of most of his art il lory and trains, ami tho trophies ho 
had e*npftired in tin* morning, Tin* wreek of Ids army escaped dur¬ 
ing tho night, and fled in the direction of Staunton mid Lynchburg. 
Pursuit was made* to Mount Jurksom lints ended this tho enemy’s 
last attempt to invade the North via the Shoimmloah Valley. I was 
now emahied to red mm the Sixth (Imps to flu* Army of the Potomac, 
and to send one* division from Sheridan's army to the Army of tho 
James* ami another to Savannah, Ueorgia, to hold Sherman’s new 
acquisitions on the sea-coast, and Urns eiiiible him to move without 
detailing from Ids form fen* that purpose, 

Reports from various sources led an* to lieliove that the enemy had 
detached three elivisiems from Petersburg to reinforco Marly in tho 
Shenandoah Valley. I theme done semi tin* Soeond Corps and Uregg’s 
division of ravalry, of the Army of the Potomac, and n force of (Jen- 
end Butler’s army, on the night of the Blfh of August, to threaten 
Richmond from the north side of the James, to prevent him from 
sanding troops away, and, if possible, to draw Iniek those sent. In 
this move we captured six pieces of ml tilery and several hundred 
prisoners, detained troops that wore under marching orders, and as- 
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obtained that but one division (Kershaw’s) of the three reputed de- 
tached had gone. F 

The enemy having withdrawn heavily from Petersburg to resist 
this movement, the Kifth Corps, General Warren commanding, was 
moved out on the 18th, and took possession of the Weldon railroad 
During the day he had considerable fighting. To regain possession 
°f the road the enemy made repeated and desperate assaults, hut was 
each tune repulsed with great loss. On the night of the 20th the 
troops on the north side of the James were withdrawn, and Hancock 
and Gregg returned to the front at Petersburg. On the 25th the 
Second Corps and Gregg’s division of cavalry, while at Kearns's Sta¬ 
tion destroying the railroad, were attacked, and after desperate fight¬ 
ing a part of our hue gave way, and five pieces of artillery fell into 
the hands of the enemy. 

By the 12th of September a branch railroad was completed from 
the City Point and Petersburg railroad to the Weldon railroad, en¬ 
abling us to supply, without difficulty, in all weather, the army in 
front of Petersburg. 


The extension of our lines across the Weldon railroad compelled 
the enemy to so extend his that it seemed he could have but few 
troops north of the James for the defense of Richmond. On the 
night of the 28th the Tenth Corps, Major-General Bimey, and the 
Eighteenth Corps, Major-General Ord commanding, of General But¬ 
ler’s army, were crossed to the north side of the James, and advanced 
on the morning of the 29th, carrying the very strong fortifications 
and intrenchments below Chaffin’s Farm, known as Fort Harrison, 
capturing fifteen pieces of artillery and the New Market road and 
intrenchments. This success was followed up by a gallant assault 
upon Fort Gilmer, immediately in front of the Chaffin Farm fortifi¬ 
cations, in which we were repulsed with heavy loss. Kautz’s cavalry 
was pushed forward on the road to the right of this, supported by in¬ 
fantry, and reached the enemy’s inner line, but was unable to get 
farther. The position captured from the enemy was so threatening 
to Richmond that I determined to hold it. The enemy made several 
desperate attempts to dislodge us, all of which were unsuccessful, 
and for which he paid dearly. On the morning of the 30th General 
Meade sent out a reconnaissance, with a view to attacking the ene¬ 
my’s line if it was found sufficiently weakened by withdrawal of 
troops to the north side. In this reconnaissance we captured and 
held the enemy’s works near Poplar Spring Church. In the after¬ 
noon troops moving to get to the left of the point gained were at¬ 
tacked by the enemy in heavy force, and compelled to fall back until 
supported by the forces holding the captured works. Our cavalry 
under Gregg was also attacked, but repulsed the enemy with great 
loss. 

On the 7th of October the enemy attacked Kautz’s cavalry north 
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of the dames, aiul drove if back with heavy loss in killed, wounded, 

ami prisoners, and the loss of nil the artillery -. eight or nine pieces. 

Thin he followed up by an attack on our ini reached infantry line, 

but was repulsed with severe sinufilter. On the 1,1th a reconnais¬ 
sance wan sent otit by Hottriftl Butler, with a view to drive the ene¬ 
my from some new works In* was eons! meting which resulted in very 
heavy loss lo us. 

On the 27t li the Army of the Potomac, leaving only sufficient men 
to hold its fortified line, turned by the enemy's right flank. The 
Second t 'urps, followed by t wo divisions of the Fifth Corps, with the 
cavalry in advance and covering our left flank, foreed a passage of 
Hatchers Hun, and moved up the smitli side of it toward tin* JSonth 
Hidiv railroad, until tin* Second Corps anti part of tin* cavalry reached 
the Itoydtou plank road where it crosses Hatcher« Hun. At this 
point we were six miles distant from tin* South Side railroad, which 
1 had hoped by this movement to reach and Isold. Hut finding that 
wo had not reached flic end of tin* enemy's forfideations, and no place 
presenting itself for n successful assault by which lie might be doubled 
tip and shortened, 1 determined to withdmw to within our fortified 
line* Orders wen* giveil aeeordingly. Immediately upon receiving 
a rejxirf tlinf (leneml Warren had connected with Ueneral Hancock, 
1 returned to my hendffunrtern, Soon after I left, the enemy moved 
out aorosH HatcheFs Hun, in the gap between Ueuernls Hancock and 
Warren, wliicb wits no! dosed tin reported, and mud** a desperate at¬ 
tack on (leneml Hancock** right mid rear, (leneml Hancock imme¬ 
diately faced Ids corps to meet it, and after a bloody combat drove 
the enemy within Ids works, and withdrew that night to his old po* 
sit ion. 

In support of this movement Ueneral Butler made n demonstra¬ 
tion on the north side of flic dames, ami attacked the enemy on the 
Williamsburg road, and also on the York River railroad. In the 
former he was uusuecessful; in the latter lie succeeded in carrying a 
work, which wits afterward abandoned and his forces withdrawn to 
their former positions. 

From this tin a* forward the operations in front of Petersburg and 
Richmond, until flu* spring campaign of IKfla, were confined to the 
defense find extension of our lines, and to offensive movements for 
crinpltng the enemy's lines of communication, and to prevent his de¬ 
taching tiny considerable force to send south. By the ?th of Febru¬ 
ary our lines were extended to Hatcher's Run, mid the Weldon rail¬ 
road had been destroyed to Itieksford. 

Ueneral Sherman moved from (Mint tinioogn mi the lit It of May, with 
the Armies of the Cumberland, Tennessee, und Ohio, commanded re- 
speeitvoly by f Jenerals Thomas, McPherson, and Schofield, upon John- 
frttmV army at Billion ; but* finding the enemy’s position at ifuTOinfi 
Roost, covering Dalton, too strong to be iissniiliett, Ciemend MePher* 
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son was sent through. Snake (rap to turn it while Crene—iio rm. 
and Schofield threatened it in front and on the north This mmo 
“ ell i p ,7f s succeerfuL Johnston, finding his retreat likely to 

off, fell back to Ins fortified position at Resaca, where he was attacked 
on the afternoon of May 15th. A heavy battle ensued. During the 
night the enemy retreated south. Late on the 17th his rearward 
was overtaken near Adairsville and heavy skirmishing StoweM 
The next morning, however, he had again disappeared, lie was 
or ously pursued, and was overtaken at Cassville on the 19th but 
during the ensuing night retreated across the Etowah While these 
operations were going on, General Jefferson 0. Davids division of 
Thomas s army was sent to Rome, capturing it, with its forts and 
artillery and its valuable mills and foundries. General Sherman 
having given Ins army a few days’ rest at this point, again put it in 
motion on the 23d tor Dallas, with a view of turning the difficult 
pass at Allatoona. On the afternoon of the 25th the advance under 
General Hooker, had a severe battle with the enemy, driving him 
back to New Hope Church, near Dallas. Several sharp encounters 
occurred at this point. The most important was on the 28th when 
the enemy assaulted General McPherson at Dallas, hut received a 
terrible and bloody repulse. 

On the 4th of June Johnston abandoned his intrenched position at 
New Hope Church, and. retreated to the strong positions of Kenesaw, 
Pine, and Lost mountains. He was forced to yield the two last-named 
places and concentrate Ms army on Kenesaw, where, on the 27th, Gen¬ 
erals Thomas and McPherson made a determined hut unsuccessful 


assault. On the night of the 2d of July Sherman commenced moving 
Ms army by the right flank, and on the morning of the 3d found that 
the enemy, in consequence of tMs movement, had abandoned Kene¬ 
saw and retreated across the Chattahoochee. 


General Sherman remained on the Chattahoochee, to give Ms men 
rest and get up stores, until the 17th of July, when he resumed bis 
operations, crossed the Chattahoochee, destroyed a large portion of 
the railroad to Augusta, and drove the enemy back to Atlanta. At 
this place General Hood succeeded General Johnston in command of 
the rebel army, and assuming the offensive-defensive policy, made 
several severe attacks upon Sherman in the vicinity of Atlanta, the 
most desperate and determined of wMch -was on the 22d of July. 
About 1 p.m. of this day the brave, accomplished, and noble-hearted 
McPherson was killed. General Logan succeeded him, and com¬ 
manded the Army of the Tennessee, through this desperate battle 
and until he was superseded by Major-General Howard, on the 26th, 
with the same success and ability that had characterized him in the 
command of a corps or division. 

In all these attacks the enemy was repulsed with great loss. Find¬ 
ing it impossible to entirely invest the place, General Sherman, after 



424 


awkniux 


scouring his lino of enmmuuirntinns umiss fin* (imffidtoochee, moved 
his main force round by the enemyV left flunk upon the Montgomery 
and Macon minis to clruw the enemy from his fortifications. In this 
ho succeeded, and after defeat mg the enemy near Hough-uud Heady, 
tlonesbonf, and Bovejo\V, forcing him to retreat to tin* south, on the 
2d of September occupied Atlanta, the objeetive point of bin cam¬ 
paign., 

About, the time of this move the rebel cavalry, under Wheeler, at¬ 
tempted to cut liin communications in the rear, but was repulsed at 
Dalton, and driven into Hast Tennessee, vvhenee p proceeded west to 
Mc.Minnviltc, Murfreesboro*, anti Franklin, and was finally driven 
south of tho Tennessee. The damage done by this raid was repaired 
in a few days. 

During the partial invest meat of Atlanta < «enerut Rousseau joined 
General Sherman with a force of eavatry from Decatur, having made 
a successful raid upon the Atlanta aiul Montgomery railroad, and its 
branches near Opelika. Ouviilry raids were also made by Generals 
MeOook, Garrard, ami Mtouemun, to eat the remaining railroad com¬ 
munication with Atlanta, The first two were successful, the latter 
disastrous. 

General Hhermnids movement. from Gliattanoogn to Atlanta wan 
prompt, skilful, and brilliant. The history of his flank movements 
and battles during that memorable campaign will ever be mat with 
nil interest unsurpassed by anything in history, 

I Its own report, mid those of his subordinate commanders accom¬ 
panying it, give the details of that most successful eampaigm 

lie was dependent for the supply of his armies upon a singled rack 
railroad from Nashville to flic point where In* was operating. This 
paused the entire distance through a hostile country, and every foot 
of it had to be protected by t mops. The cavalry force of the enemy 
under Forrest, in northern Mississippi, was evidently waiting for 
Hherman to advance far enough into the mountains of Georgia to 
make a retreat disastrous, to get upon this line and destroy if beyond 
the {mssihility of further use. To guard against this danger, Sher¬ 
man left what he supposed In be 11 suftieient force to operate against 
Forrest in West Tennessee, He directed General Washburn, who 
commanded there, to staid Brigadier-General 8, D, Sturgis in com¬ 
mand of this force to attack him. On the morning of the Hith of 
June General Sturgis met the enemy near Guntown, Mississippi, warn 
badly beaten, am) driven back in utter rout mid confusion to Mem¬ 
phis,—a distance of about om* hundred ™ Im*I iy pursued by 

the enemy* By this, however, the enemy wits defeated in his designs 
upon Hherman** line of eoiniiuiiiicnt ions. The persistency with which 
he followed up this success exhausted him, and made n season for 
rmt and repairs necessary. In the mean time Major-General A. J* 
Smith, with flic troops of tliu Army of the Tennessee that had bean 
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sent by General Sherman to General Banks, arrived at Memphis on 
their return from Red River, where they had done most excellent 
service. He was directed by General Sherman to immediately take 
the offensive against Forrest. This he did with the promptness and 
effect which has characterized his whole military career. On the 
14th of July he met the enemy at Tupelo, Mississippi, and whipped 
him badly. The fighting continued through three days. Our loss 
was small compared with that of the enemy. Having accomplished 
the object of his expedition, General Smith returned to Memphis. 

During the months of March and April this same force under 
Forrest annoyed ns considerably. On the 24th of March it captured 
Union City, Kentucky, and its garrison, and on the 24th attacked 
Paducah, commanded by Colonel S. G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois Volun¬ 
teers. Colonel Hicks, having but a small force, withdrew to the 
forts near the river, from where he repulsed the enemy and drove 
him from the place. 

On the 13th of April part of this force, under the rebel General 
Buford, summoned the garrison of Columbus, Kentucky, to surrender, 
but received for reply from Colonel Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New 
Jersey Volunteers, that, being placed there by his government with 
adequate force to hold his post and repel all enemies from it, sur¬ 
render was out of the question. 

On the morning of the same day Forrest attacked Fort Pillow, 
Tennessee, garrisoned by a detachment of Tennessee cavalry and the 
First Regiment Alabama colored troops, commanded by Major Booth. 
The garrison fought bravely until about three o’clock in the after¬ 
noon, when the enemy carried the works by assault, and, after our 
men threw down their arms, proceeded to an inhuman and merciless 
massacre of the garrison. 

On the 14th, General Buford, having failed at Columbus, appeared 
before Paducah, but was again driven off. 

Guerrillas and raiders, seemingly emboldened by Forrest’s opera¬ 
tions, were also very active in Kentucky. The most noted of these 
was Morgan. With a force of from two to three thousand cavalry 
he entered- the State through Pound Gap in the latter part of May. 
On the 11th of June they attacked and captured Cynthiana, with its 
entire garrison. On the 12th he was overtaken by General Burbridge, 
and completely routed with heavy loss, and was finally driven out of 
the State. This notorious guerrilla was afterward surprised and 
killed near Greenville, Tennessee, and Ms command captured and 
dispersed by General Gillem. 

In the absence of official reports of the commencement of the Kea 
River expedition, except so far as relates to the movements of the 
troops sent by General Sherman under General A. J. Smith, 1 am 
unable to give the date of its starting. The troops under General 
Smith, comprising two divisions of the Sixteenth and a detachment 
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of the Seventeenth Army-eorps, left Viekidmrg on (ho 10th of March, 
and ronohod <ho designated point on Red River one day onrlior than 
that appointed by Ueneral Bunks. Thu rebel torees at Fort do Runny, 
flanking to defeat him, left the foil on (ho 14t It to give him bat tin 
in tho open Hold; but, wbilo oeettpytitg llio onoiny with skirmishing 
and demount rat ions, Smith pushed forward 1 1 * Fort do Runny, whioh 
had boon loft with n vvonk gammon, and eapiured it with its garrison 

»about, three hundred and fifty turn, eleven pieres of’ artillery, and 
iminy small arms. Our loss was but slight, On tin* !fitli ho pushed 
forward to Alexandria, whioh pltiee lio roaohod on tho iHth, On the 
2 Inf ho had an engagement with tho onoiu\ at Henderson's If ill, in 
whioh he defeated hint, rupturing t wo Imndrod and ton prisoners and 
four pieees of art illory. 

On tho 28th ho a gain ntfiiokod find dofoatod tho onoiny under the 
rebel ( lonorat Taylor, at Oinio River. By t ho 20t h (tenoral Banka 
hail assembled his wholo army at Aloxandria, amt pushed forward to 
Uruiui Beore. On tho morning of April lit li ho moved from (fraud 
Moore, On tin 1 afternoon of the 7th lio ndvanood and mot the ene¬ 
my noar Blonwint Hilt, amt drove him from tho Hold, On the name 
afternoon the onoiny mndo a stand eight miles beyond Pleasant Hill, 
hut was agfiiit ooiiijiollod to retreat, On tho 8th, at Hfibine (Voss 
Roads and Bonoh Hill, the enemy nitnokod iimi defeated lib advance, 
rapturing niuotoon pieees of artillery find nit immense amount of 
traimportation and stores. During ftio night Ooitornl Banka fell hark 
to Pleasant Hill, where anoihor battle was fonglit on tho Dili, and the 
eiioiny repulsed with groat loss. During tho night Ooiteml Banks 
continued hin retrograde movement to Orand Keore, mul tinmen to 
Alexandria, wliirlt ho mteltrd on the 27th of April Here a serious 
difllo.iilty aroHo in getting Admiral Porters fleet, whioh noeompaniod 
tho expedition, over tho rapids, the water having fallen ho muon hi nee 
they passed up as to prevent their return. At the suggestion of 
Oolonel (now Brigadier KeuernD Buihy, and under his superinten¬ 
dence, wing-dams were constructed, by whioh the ehariuol was com 
trueied no that the fleet punned down the rapid h in wifely. 

Tho army ovnettnlod Alexandria on the Hut of May, after eonsid- 
erahlo skirmishing with the enemy's iidvaiioo, and roiiohod Morgair/Ja 
and Point Toupee near the etui ut the mouth. Tin* disastrous tormb 
nation of thin expedition, uud fIn* lateness of the season, rendered 
Impracticable the carrying on! of my plans of u movomont in force 
Mtfllotettfc to ensure the capture of Mobile, 

Chi the 2:fd of Mnr«*h Major Cloiinad Steele left Idttlo Rook with 
tho Seventh Army -corps, to cooperate with Ucitorid Btiuks's explain 
tioii cm the Rial River, and ronohod Arkudetphia on the 2Hth. # On 
the Kith of April after driving tin* enemy before him, he wan joined 
near Elkin's ferry, in Washita County, hv Ueneral Thayer, who had 
m&rcihttd from Fort Smith. After several severe skirmishes, in which 
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the enemy was defeated, General Steele reached Camden which he 
occupied about the middle of April. 7 

^arnmg the defeat and consequent retreat of General Banks 
on Red River, and the loss of one of his own trams at Mark’s Mill 
in Dallas County, General Steele determined to fall back to the 
Arkansas River. He left Camden on the 26th of April, and reached 
Little Rock on the 2d of May. _ On the 30th of April the enemy at¬ 
tacked him while crossing Saline River at Jenkins’s ferry, but* was 
repulsed with considerable loss. Our loss was about six hundred in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

Major-General Canby, who had been assigned to the command of 
the “ Military Division of the West Mississippi,” was therefore directed 
to send the Nineteenth Army-corps to join the armies operating 
against Richmond, and to limit the remainder of his command to 
such operations as might be necessary to hold the positions and 
lines of communications he then occupied. 

Before starting General A. J. Smith's troops back to Sherman, Gen¬ 
eral Canby sent a part of it to disperse a force of the enemy that was 
collecting near the Mississippi River. General Smith met and de¬ 
feated this force near Lake Chicot on the 5th of June. Our loss was 
about forty killed and seventy wounded. 

In the latter part of July General Canby sent Major-General Gor¬ 
don Granger, with such forces as he could collect, to cooperate with 
Admiral Farragut against the defenses of Mobile Bay. On the 8th 
of August Fort Gaines surrendered to the combined naval and land 
forces. Fort Powell was blown up and abandoned. 

On the 9th Fort Morgan was invested, and after a severe bombard¬ 
ment surrendered on the 23d. The total captures amounted to four¬ 
teen hundred and sixty-four prisoners and one hundred and four 
pieces of artillery. 

About the last of August, it being reported that the rebel General 
Price, with a force of about ten thousand men, had reached Jaek- 
sonport, on his way to invade Missouri, General A. J. Smith's com¬ 
mand, then en route from Memphis to join Sherman, Was ordered to 
Missouri. A cavalry force was also, at the same time, sent from 
Memphis, under command of Colonel "Winslow. This made General 
Rosecrans's forces superior to those of Price, and no doubt was 
entertained he would he able to check Price and drive him back, while 
the forces under General Steele, at Arkansas, would cut off his retreat. 
On the twenty-sixth day of September Price attacked Pilot Knob, 
and forced the garrison to retreat, and thence moved north to the 
Missouri River, and continued up that river toward Kansas. General 
Curtis, commanding Department of Kansas, immediately collected 
such forces as he could to repel the invasion of Kansas, while gen¬ 
eral Rosecrans's cavalry was operating in his rear. 

The enemy was brought to battle on the Big Blue and defeated, 
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wit It lli<^ lorn of neatly nil his artillery and f ruins and a large number 
of prisoners, lit* made n precipitate retreat fit northern Arkansan. 
Tito in*jmtiify with which Price was enabled to roam over the State 
of Missouri for a long time, and the incalculable mischief done by 
him, shows to how lit tie purpose 11 superior force may be used 
There is no reason why General RoMeeraus should not have concen¬ 
trated his forces, and beaten and driven I Vine before the latter reached 
Pilot Knob, 

September lltlth the enemy’s cavalry, under Forrest, massed the 
Tennessee near Waterloo, Alabama, and on the 2dd nttaeked the 
garrison at Athens, eonsi,sting of six hundred men, which capitulated 
on tin* 24tli. Hooit after the surrender two regiments of reinforce¬ 
ments arrived, ami after a severe light wen 1 compelled to surrender, 
Forrest destroyed the railroad westward, captured the garrison at 
Sulphur Branch trestle, skirmished with tin* garrison at Pulaski on 
the 27th, and on the same day cut the Nashville and Ohattjtmmga 
railroad near Tnllnhoma and Deehnrd, On the iiiorning of the 110th 
one colnmn of Forrests eominniid, under Buford, tipjamml before 
Huntsville and summoned the surrender of the garrison, Receiving 
an answer in the negative, hi* remained in the vicinity of the place 
until next morning, when lie again summoned its surrender, and re¬ 
ceived ilit* same reply ns on tin* night before. He withdrew in the 
direction of Athens, wdtteli place bad been regarrisimtsl, and attacked 
it on the afternoon of f hi* 1st of October, but without siiccess. On 
the morning of the 2d he renewed his iiffiiek, but was handsomely 
repulsed. 

Another enluuiii und« 4 r Forrest appeared before (Columbia on the 
morning of tin* 1st, but did not make an attack. On the morning of 
the ltd he moved toward Mount Pleasant, While these ojwmfions 
were going on, every exertion was made by Ocnend Thomas to de¬ 
stroy the forces itntler Forrest before lie could reeross the Tennes¬ 
see, but was unable to prevent his escape to tWildh, Mississippi. 

In September an exjHslition, under General Iturbridge, was sent 
to destroy the salt-works at Haltville, Virginia. He met the enemy 
on tin* 2d* of i )etol*er, about, three miles and a half from Hidtville, and 
drove him into Ids strongly intrenched position around the salt¬ 
works, from which lie was unable to dislodge him. I hiring the night 
he withdrew his command find returned to Kentucky, 

General Sherman, immediately after the fall of Atlanta, put his 
armies In cutup in and about the place, and made all preparations 
for refit! ing mid supplying them for fnt nre service. The great length 
of mini from Atlanta b» the (hunberland River, however, which had 
to he guarded, allowed the troops but little rest. 

During this time defTemm Davis made n speech in Macon, Georgia, 
wbicb was reported in Hit* pajmrs of the Houth, and soon became 
known to the whole country, disclosing tlie plans of the enemy, thus 
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enabling General Sherman to fully meet fh P m xm „ i-l-* j ,, 
weakness of supposing that an army that had 

to the southwest of Atfin?a.^o^gfa^' 

ceeded m reaching the railroad about Big Shanty, and moved north 

General Sherman, leaving a force to hold Atlanta with the re- 
mamder of his army fell upon him and drove him to Gadsden, Ala¬ 
bama. Seeing the constant annoyance he would have with the roads 
^ ar J^ 11 ® atte mpted to hold Atlanta, General Sherman pro- 
posed the abandonment and destruction of that place, with all the 
railroads leading to it, and telegraphed me as follows 

Centreville, Georgia, 

October 10 , noon. 

Despatch about Wilson just received. Hood is now crossing Coosa Ewer, 
twelve miles below Rome, bound west. If he passes over the Mobile and 
Umo road, had I not better execute the plan of my letter sent by Colonel 
j leave General Thomas with the troops now in Tennessee, to de¬ 

fend the fetate® He will have an ample force when the reinforcements or¬ 
dered reach Nashville. 

W. T. Sherman, 

_ ^ Mi if or- General. 

Lieutenant-General Grant. 


For a full understanding of the plan referred to in this despatch, 
I quote from the letter sent by Colonel Porter“ I will therefore give 
my opinion: that your army and Cabby’s should he reinforced to the 
maximum j that after you get Wilmington, you strike for Savannah 
and the river; that Canby he instructed to hold the Mississippi River, 
and send a force to get Columbus, Georgia, either by the way of the 
Alabama or the Appalachieola, and that I keep Hood employed and 
put my army in final order for a march on Augusta, Columbia, and 
Charleston, to he ready as soon as Wilmington is sealed as to com¬ 
merce, and the city of Savannah is in our possession” This was in 
reply to a letter of mine of date September 12th, in answer to a des¬ 
patch of his containing substantially the same proposition, and in 
which I informed him of a proposed movement against Wilmington, 
and of the situation in Virginia, etc. 

City Point, Virginia, 
October 11,1864,11 am. 

Your despatch of October 10th received. Does it not look as if Hood 
was going to attempt the invasion of Middle Tennessee, using the Mobile 
and Ohio and Memphis and Charleston roads to supply his base on the 
Tennessee River about Florence or Decatur f If he does this, he ought to 
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b# mot iitii! jitrvottfod from gt-ffiitg north of fit** 'IVtmwHtw Itivnr. If you 

warn to rtt! loo***, I tin lint Iwdttnt* )nti would ittwi lint urn unity* but would 
ht* hiihhwtmi'krd In nil tin* old m#u ninl littlo hoys, it ml Hindi railroad guards 

itH nr# til l#ft itt Iinttii*, ilnwl would |?rf%l»iil 4 y j 4 trik«* for Nanlmll#. think¬ 
ing' Mint by mutter muiit In* wtiltl ififlmt grvtifor tinning# upon uh tiniii w# 

tumid upon th# ivhoh In going If tlmro m titty wtiy of gutting at 

HihhVh limit. 1 would protW thnt • lutt 1 nntat tru*t to your own judgnmnfc, 
I Hud I nlmU not lw nliln to MOid « for## frtuti li#r# to iwt with yon on 
Havnuimh. Your mo\#uitiifN. tln<r#foiv, will h# ind#p#nd#nt of min# at 
loiwt until th# full of Khdimoml Ink#** pin##. I inn nfriiitl Thomas, with 
Hindi lin#* of mad iib h# hn.» it* prof##t, mulit nut pr#v#»t Hood front going 
north. With Wilson fttrtjrd loon# with nil ytmr onvitlry* you will find thn 
rnttoln put tttu#lt tuor# on I lit* tl#f#ii*iv« than h#r#tofuro* 

l\ S, i i HA NT, 
f Mmimmni - (immtk 

Mmom 0 knku,\I' W, T, Hmm.M *s\ 

KlNOSTON, CiKOlitlfA f 

tlotnlior It, 11 a«m* 

Hood nmvoil Iti# iirttiy from I'nlmotto Hint ion iioriwB by fhiitan mu\ Hrciar- 
town* wild in now on tint C 4101*11 ttivor, south of l 4 osin% II# throw on# #orp» 
on my road itf Acwortii* initl I wnn fi»rn*i| to follow* I hold Atlanta with 
th# T wontinth < orps, nml hnvo strong d#t*t#hm#tit* along my lino. Thin r#- 
ihi«« my nHiv# form* to it #outi»itriittv#t> small army. W# oitntiot rotuaiu 
horn on th# d#f#indv#. With tin» fwrntydlv# thousand m#n niiti fliti hold 
mvttlry tin ftit'% ho mm constant I v hrwik niv mud?*, I would hifliiitidy pre¬ 
fer to ttmk# it wr##k of lit# mini mid of fit# ronntry from Chattanooga to 
Atlanta, including fti# latter rift ; send buck nil my wounded mid worth- 
Iron* and with my effect i\# nniiy move through Oedrgin, mtmuhing things* 
to ttii* mm* I lot ul iiifii Siirti into Tenues*## nnd Kentucky, hut I believe ho 
will ho forced to follow m#, of my hoiiig on flit* <(of#nBivo t 1 would 

ho on tlio otfoiiBivo: in«foitd of mmmiu$g at w hat ho inoiitiB to do* ho would 
hnvo to ffttrKu nt my plmw. Tit** difTorimoo in wnr ir full twonty-flvo por 
cioiit, I mn niiiko Hiiviinimh* t 'lmrlpHtim* or tin* mouth of flu* ("ImtMkmmhmh 

AtmwiMr <juiok, m I know w# u ill not hnv# th# t#l«*griiph long* 

W, T. Hiikmmam* 

Mi^m^denemL 

1 4mh J4T < IHS HUA I, t i 11,1 \T, 


ftTV HoiMT, VilllltKtA* 

Ootiihrr 11* I Hill* 11:30 YM. 


Your d«wpiit«di of t«»*«lny nwivt*«h If yon nr# witiBflotl tho trip to Hut 
WMi-tioiwt imii iimdo. bidding 111 # lino of'tho Tmtmmmm llivor tlriuly, you 
miiy iiiiiki* it, dtmiro) iug nil tho rnilrond wont It of I>nlton or riuiltiiitoogfi, m 
you think liori* 

If. B, Oh ant t 

Lmmimumi-demmL 

M A4 < Ifi41 r H WMM i * W, T, Hit KICK AN. 


It wtw tho nritfiiiitl ttmlgn to hold Allitnlit* tittcl hy gutting through 
tf) lit# rnumt* Willi ii ifiitTiBott l«*ft on tin* wnitlnuni rttilroiid« f loading 

otuftt nnd wont* through Uourgni, to offuiduitlly novor tft# KttKt from tha 
Wont t itt othur word#, mi tho would 1 h^ (kmiVtlumuy in two again, 
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watch Hood. Becoming satisfied that Hood had moved westward 
Irom Gadsden across Sand Mountain, General Sherman sent the 
I ourtli Corps, Major-General Stanley commanding, and the Twentv- 
third Corps, Major-General Schofield commanding, hack to Chatta¬ 
nooga to report to Major-General Thomas, at Nashville, whom he 
had placed m command of all the troops of his militarv division, save 
the four army-corps and cavalry division he designed to move with 

ml 00158 tlms left at his disposal there 
was little doubt that General Thomas could hold the line of the Ten¬ 
nessee, or, in the event Hood should force it, would he able to con¬ 
centrate and beat him in battle. It was therefore readily consented 
to that Sherman shonld start for the sea-coast. 

Having concentrated his troops at Atlanta by the 14 th of Novem¬ 
ber, he commenced his march, threatening both Augusta and Macon. 
His coming-out point could not be definitely fixed. Having to gather 
his subsistence as he marched through the country, it was not im¬ 
possible that a force inferior to his own might compel him to head 
for such point as he could reach, instead of such as he might prefer. 
The blindness of the enemy, however, in ignoring his movement, and 
sending Hood’s army—the only considerable force he had west of 
Richmond and east of the Mississippi River—northward on an of¬ 
fensive campaign, left the whole country open, and Sherman’s route 
to his own choice. 


How that campaign was conducted, how little opposition was met 
with, the condition of the country through which the armies passed, 
the capture of Port McAllister on the Savannah River, and the occu¬ 
pation of Savannah on the 21st of December, are all clearly set forth 
in General Sherman’s admirable report. 

Soon after General Sherman commenced his march from Atlanta, 


two expeditions—one from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and one from 
Vicksburg, Mississippi—were started by General Canbv to cut the 
enemy’s lines of communication with Mobile and detain troops in 
that field. General Foster, commanding Department of the South, 
also sent an expedition, via Broad River, to destroy the railroad 
between Charleston and Savannah. The expedition from 1 ieksburg, 
under command of Brevet Brigadier-General E. D. Osband (colonel 
Third United States Colored Cavalry), captured on the 27th of No¬ 
vember, and destroyed, the Mississippi Central railroad bridge and 
trestle-work over Big Black River, near Canton, thirty miles of the 
road, and two locomotives, besides large amounts of stores. The ex¬ 
pedition from Baton Rouge was without favorable results. The ex¬ 
pedition from the Department of the South, under the immediate 
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command of Brigudierd tenoral *lohn 1\ Hatch, consisting of about 
five thousand men of nil arms, including n brigade fnuii (ho navy, 
proceeded up Broad Itkrr and debarked nt Boyd's Neck on fhe'itlth 
of Mm ember, from where it moved In hi rib* fin* railroad at Grahams- 
villi'. At Honey Hill, about lltrn* mile* from GrahutitsviUc, flu* 
enemy was found and attacked in n strongly IWf tiled position, which 
resulted, nft i*i* severe lighting, in our repulse with n tow of seven 
hundred and fort \ -six in kilted, wounded, ami missing. During the 
night General Hatch withdrow, On the bilt of December General 
Foster obtained 11 portion covering tin* tlmrlcstou mid Savannah 
railroad bet ween flu* < ounnw hatebie and Tttitfltitty rivers. 

Hood, instead of following Sherman, emit tutted his move north¬ 
ward* which seemed to me to be lending to bin certain doom. At all 
events* had 1 had tin* power to euiiuiiiiiid both armies, I should not 
have changed the orders under w hieh In* seemed to be noting. On 
the Ubfli of Oefolier tin* ndviinee of Hood's unity iittnoked the garri¬ 
son at Decatur* Alabama, but, failing to carry the place* withdrew 
toward Goorfliiitd* and succeeded, in the face of mir envutr y\ in effect- 
iitg a lodgment on the north side of the Tennessee Htver, near Flor¬ 
ence. On the 2Hth Forrest readied the Tennessee nt Fort Heitnan, 
and captured a gunltout and three transports. On tin* 2d of Novem¬ 
ber he planted batteries above and below* Johnson v die* on the op|WK 
alto side of the river, isolating three gtut bouts and eight tranimorta. 
On the 4t4» the enemy opened ltd butteries npoti th** pliiee* mm wits 
replied to from the gunboats and I lie garrison. The git nt fonts, be- 
eoming disabled, were net on fins m a bo were the transports* to pre¬ 
vent their falling into the hands of the enemy. About a million and 
a half dollars 1 worth of stores and property on the levee and in store- 
Iwmrn wm consumed by fire, On the hih the enemy disappeared 
and crossed to the north side of the Tmitnwre Hiver* above Johnson" 
vide, moving toward Clifton, and sttitseiftiettflv joined Hood. On 
the night of the hfh General Schofield, with the advance of tin* Twenty- 
third Gorps, reached Johnsonville; but, finding the enemy gone, wan 
ordered to Pulaski, and put in eommand of nit the troops there* with 
instructions to watch the movements of Hood and retard his advance* 
hut not to risk a general engagement until tin* arrival of General 
A. 4, Smith’s eoitimiiifd from Missouri, and until! tenoral Wilson could 
get hi« eimdry remounted, 

On the 1 Ilili General Hood emitiiined his advance. General Thom¬ 
as, retarding him m mneti as jmssible* fell back towiml Nashville for 
the purpose of concentrating his command and gaining time for the 
arrival of mtiforeemeiits. The enemy, coming up with our main 
force, commanded by tlciiieml Bchoflekl, nt Franklin* on the ttOth, as- 
itmiited our works rejarnkully during the afternoon until Into at night, 
but wan in ovary tfiitenee napubted, His low in this battle was one 
tbouMuad seven hundred mid fifty killed, seven, hundred and two 
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prisoners, and three thousand eight hundred wounded. Among his 
losses were six general officers killed, six wounded, and one captured. 
Our entire loss was two thousand three hundred. This was the first 
serious opposition the enemy met with, and, I am satisfied, was the 
fatal blow to all his expectations. During the night General Scho¬ 
field fell back toward Nashville. This left the field to the enemy,— 
not lost by battle, but voluntarily abandoned,— so that General Thom¬ 
as’s whole force might be brought together. The enemy followed 
up and commenced the establishment of his line in front of Nash¬ 
ville on the 2d of December. 

As soon as it was ascertained that Hood was crossing the Tennes¬ 
see River, and that Price was going out of Missouri, General Rose- 
crans was ordered to send to General Thomas the troops of General 
A. J. Smith’s command, and such other troops as he could spare. 
The advance of this reinforcement reached Nashville on the 30th of 
November. 

On the morning of the 15th December General Thomas attacked 
Hood in position, and, in a battle lasting two days, defeated and 
drove him from the field in the utmost confusion, leaving in our 
hands most of his artillery and many thousand prisoners, including 
four general officers. 

Before the battle of Nashville I grew very impatient over, as^ it 
appeared to me, the unnecessary delay.* This impatience was in¬ 
creased upon learning that the enemy had sent a force of cavalry 
across the Cumberland into Kentucky. I feared Hood would cross 
his whole army and give us great trouble there. After urging upon 
General Thomas the necessity of immediately assuming the offensive, 
I started West to superintend matters there in person. Reaching 
Washington city, I received General Thomas’s despatch announcing 
his attack upon the enemy, and the result as far as the battle had 
progressed. I was delighted. All fears and apprehensions were dis¬ 
pelled. I am not yet satisfied but that General Thomas, immedi¬ 
ately upon the appearance of Hood before Nashville, and before he 
had"time to fortify, should have moved out with his whole force and 
given him battle, instead of waiting to remount his cavalry, which 
delayed him until the inclemency of the weather made it impracti¬ 
cable to attack earlier than he did. But his final defeat of Hood 
was so complete that it will be accepted as a vindication of that dis¬ 
tinguished officer’s judgment. 

After Hood’s defeat at Nashville he retreated, closely pursued by 
cavalry and infantry, to the Tennessee River, being forced to aban¬ 
don many pieces of artillery and most of his transportation. On the 
28th of December our advanced forces ascertained that he had made 
good his escape to the south side of the river. 

About this time, the rains having set in heavily in Tennessee and 
North Alabama, making it difficult to move army transportation and 
Vol. II.—28 



Aii'Kxmx 


4!M 

nrlillrrv, < Jrurrnl Thomas stopped tin* pursuit by his main furrr ni 
tin* TrtiurHsrr Rivrr. A small form of niviiiry* nml«*r ('ototml \V, # | t 
Palm*'!** Fiftrrntli IVunsylvutiia Voluntrir*,routimmd to follow Hood 
for Mam* dbtuurr, rapturing rottbdrmblr iratisportuturn mid flu* rnr. 
my's pontoon hridgr. Ill* 1 inJ h of thrsr operations will In* found 
rlrarly art forth in (hmi ral Thomas's ivport. 

A ravtilrv «*x{»*<titi«ut, undrr liiwrt Major (trurrul (trirrsoit, started 
front Mrmpllb Hit I hr *J 1 sf of I UmviiiIht. On llir 2b th hr Mtrprbrd 
nml raptured Forrest's tli^itt«tiiitf***! on n 1 1* ill Verona, Mississippi, on 
tin* Mobile mid Ohio radroad, dostroved tin* railroad, sixteen ears 
loaded with wagons and pontoons for Ho*»d*s iirtit\„ four thousand 
1ti‘W Ktlglbll rarbities, Hitt I large Itlltiiltitf s of ptildle stores. On tin* 
morning of tin* H|Ji In* itf tuekod and niptti r«*tI « form of the enemy 
ui Hg\ j»t, nml destroyed n ?rain of fourteen ears, Thenee turning 
to the southwest, hr strurk tin* Ai jijii Ontl ml rail ruin 1 ut Winona, 

desfroyrcl tin* fnrfories and large amounts of stores nt Bankston* and 
the mmdttmMdtups mul puhtie property nf < Irrimdu, arriving at Vieka- 
burg .IfiiiUiiry at It, 

During these operations in Middle Tennessee, the enemy, with a 
form* undrr Oiuinrnl lireekinridge, entered Must Tennessee, On the 
BItli of November hr iiffueked Omirffil Oillrtsi* near Morristown, 
rapturing his art i l lory tint I several hundred prisoners, Oilletn, with 
wind was left of his eomttmttd, r«*trented to htiuxv ilte. Following 
up lib Hiirnw, Breckinridge moved to iinir Knoxville* tmf withdraw 
on the IHtli, followrd l»y Onimil Amutett. (Aider tin* direetioits of 
Onimil Thomas, Ueiiend Stum innti enueeiitrated flu* enmmaiidn of 
(letieriils tiurhridge and tlillem near Bean's Hint ion, to operate against 
Breckinridge and fit'lln*\ or drive 1dm info Virginia; destroy the 
salt works at Haltville, mul flu* raitr*aid into Virginia m fur iih ha 
eould go without rndii!igrr!ii,g hb ruiitttmitd. On tin* 12th of Demin 
lier In* commenced lib movement, capturing mid dispersing flu* cuts 
myV forces wlierever he inrf tliriiS, Oil tin* 0*1 li In* struck the enemy, 
undrr Vaughn, ut Marion, completely routing and pursuing him to 
Wvthnvilh*, rapturing all Ihh nrfillrry, trains, ami olio tininlwal and 
wtmtyuught tiriwunu^; ami dr^troy**d Wytlundllr, with itK atorra and 
Htipjilira, ami tin* «*Kf**tmivr hml w s orkn ti«*itr tlimr llrtitriiitig to 
Minion, hr mrt a f«*m* nmlrr Br«*rkinriilgt\ rotmi^fing, iimong oflirr 
tiiaijm, of thr giirriwiti of Snltvilhs flint had atiu*l«*«t in piimidt. fir 
tit oiirr ttiadr lirriiiigriiioiib to nil note it tin* in*xt nioriiitig; tntf morn* 
ing found Bm*kinrutgr gmir. Hr tlirii dirrrtty to Halfvillr, 

and doifroytil tin 1 mfrtinivr HaltAvorka lit that plnr»% a Inrgi* amount 
of atorra* ainl rapturtal «dght |iir****M of niliilrry, Having tliua wir- 
arwfully rxrmtrd hb iiiHtriirfiona, In* rrfurimd tiHirnd lliirhrtdgr 
to Loxiiigfoii and tlrtirml Oitlmii to Knoivilhr 

Wilmington, North (Mrolina, \vm tin* tiirwf important fini-roint 
port Wt to lit# tinrmy through wliieh to got, mipjdira ftutii ahromi and 



A1\PENDIX 


435 


send cotton and other products ont, Tve Kin<vi>-«;i , 

being a place of great st?ategff vdne The naw^dT^’ ’T** 
strenuous exertions to seal the harbor of wLninlt!^) ,?t 
partial effect. The nature of the outlet of cJT&'- Ut ™ th 
that it required watching for so great a distance That, ^tlrnur 
sion of the land north of New Inlet, or Fort Fisher, it 4s hm, 

for the navy to entirely close the harbor against the en -Inc d 
blockade-runners. e tuuanc <»t 

To secure the possession of this land required the cooix-rifinn «»f 
a land force, which I agreed to furnish. Immediately cominem^i t hi 
assemblage m Hampton Roads, under Admiral D D Porter of 
most formidable armada ever collected for concentration uirnn one 
given point. This necessarily attracted the attention of the eneinv, 
as well as that of the loyal North; and through the imprudence of tfio 
public press, and very likely of officers of both brandies of service 
the exact object of the expedition became a subject of common dis¬ 
cussion m the newspapers both North and South. The enemv tlm< 
warned, prepared to meet it. This caused a postponement of the ex¬ 
pedition until the latter part of November, when, being again nillnl 
upon by Hon. G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, I agreed 
to^ furnish the men required at once, and went myself, in company 
with Major-General Butler, to Hampton Roads, where we had a con¬ 
ference with Admiral Porter as to the force required and the time of 
starting. A force of six thousand five hundred men was regarded 
as sufficient. The time of starting was not definitely arranged, but 
it was thought all would be ready by the 6th of December, if not 
before. Learning, on the 30th of November, that Bragg had gone 
to Georgia, taking with him most of the forces about Wilmington, I 
deemed it of the utmost importance that the expedition should reach 
its destination before the return of Bragg, and directed General But¬ 
ler to make all arrangements for the departure of Major-General 
Weitzel, who had been designated to command the land forces, so 
that the navy might not he detained one moment. 

On the 6th of December the following instructions were given: 


City Point, Virginia, 

December 6, 1864. 

General : The first object of the expedition under General Weitzel is to 
close to the enemy the port of Wilmington. If successful in this, the sec¬ 
ond will be to capture Wilmington itself. There are reasonable grounds 
to hope for success, if advantage can be taken of the absence of the greater 
part of the enemy’s forces, now looking after Sherman in Georgia. The 
directions you have given for the numbers and equipment of the expedi¬ 
tion are all right, except in the unimportant matter of where they embark 
and the amount of intrenching-tools to be taken. The object of the expe¬ 
dition will be gained by effecting a landing on the mainland between Cape 
Fear River and the Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the over. 
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were never enlightened as to the object of the explosion until they 
were informed by the Northern press. 

On the 25th a landing was effected without opposition, and a 
reconnaissance, under Brevet Brigadier-Grenera! Curtis, pushed up 
toward the fort. But before receiving a full report of the result of 
this reconnaissance, General Butler, in direct violation of the instruc¬ 
tions given, ordered the reembarkation of the troops and the return 
of the expedition. The reembarkation was. accomplished by the 
morning of the 27th. 

On the return of the expedition, officers and men—among them 
Brevet Major-General (then Brevet Brigadier-General) N. M. Curtis, 
First Lieutenant G. W. Ross, One Hundred and Seventeenth Regi¬ 
ment New York Yolunteers, First Lieutenant William H. Walling and 
Second Lieutenant George Simpson, One Hundred and Forty-second 
New York Volunteers—voluntarily reported to me that when recalled 
they were nearly into the fort, and, in their opinion, it could have 
been taken without much loss. 

Soon after the return of the expedition I received a despatch from 
the Secretary of the Navy, and a letter from Admiral Porter, inform¬ 
ing me that the fleet was still off Fort Fisher, and expressing the 
conviction that, under a proper leader, the place could be taken. 
The natural supposition with me was that when the troops abandoned 
the expedition the navy would do so also. Finding it had not, how¬ 
ever, I answered on the 30th of December, advising Admiral Porter 
to hold on, and that I would send a force and make another attempt 
to take the place. This time I selected Brevet Major-General (now 
Major-General) A. H. Terry to command the expedition. The troops 
composing it consisted of the same that composed the former, with 
the addition of a small brigade, numbering about fifteen hundred, 
and a small siege-train. The latter it was never found necessary 
to land. I communicated direct to the commander of the expedition 
the following instructions: 

City Point, Viegdua, 

January 3,1865. 

General : The expedition intrusted to your command has been fitted 
out to renew the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and Wil¬ 
mington ultimately, if the fort falls. Yon will then proceed with as little 
delay as possible to the naval fleet lying off. Cape Fear River, and report 
the arrival of yourself and command to Ad m i r al D. D. Porter, commanding 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. ^ , ,, 

It is exceedingly desirable that the most complete understanding should 
exist between yourself and the naval commander. I suggest, therefore, 
that you consult with Admiral Porter freely, and get from him the part to 
be performed by each branch of the public service, so that there.may be 
unity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid down 
in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and know that yon can rely 
on his judgment and Ms nerve to undertake what he proposes. 1 would 
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and armament. Thus was secured, by the combined efforts of the 
navy and army one of the most important successes of the war Our 
loss was: killed one hundred and ten; wounded, five hundred and 
thnty-six. On the 16th and 17th the enemy abandoned and blew up 
Fort Caswell and the works on Smith’s Island, which were immedi¬ 
ately occupied by us. This gave us entire control of the mouth of 
tue Cape Fear River. 

At my request, Major-General B. F. Butler was relieved, and Major- 
General E. O. C. Ord assigned to the Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 


Dlie defense of the line of the Tennessee no longer requiiing the 
iotce which had beaten and nearly destroyed the onlv army now 
threatening it, I determined to find other fields of operation for Gen¬ 
eral Thomas’s surplus troops—fields from which they would cooper¬ 
ate with other movements. General Thomas was therefore directed 
to collect all troops not essential to hold his communications at East- 
port in readiness for orders. On the 7th of January General Thomas 
was directed, if he was assured of the departure of Hood south from 
Corinth, to send General Schofield with his corps east with as little 
delay as possible. This direction was promptly complied with, and 
the advance of the corps reached Washington on lie 23d of the same 
month, whence it was sent to Fort Fisher and New Berne. On the 
26th he was directed to send General A. J. Smith’s command and a 
division of cavalry to report to General Canbv. By the 7th of Febru¬ 
ary the whole force was en route for its destination. 

The State of North Carolina was constituted into a military de¬ 
partment, and General Schofield assigned to command, and placed 
under the orders of Major-General Sherman. The following instruc¬ 
tions were given him : 


City Point, Virginia, 

January 31,1865. 

General : . . . Your movements are intended as cooperative with Sher¬ 
man’s through the States of South and North Carolina. The first point to 
be attained is to secure Wilmington. Goldsboro’ will then be your objec¬ 
tive point, moving either from Wilmington or New Berne, or both, as you 
deem best. Should you not be able to reach Goldsboro], you will advance 
on the line or lines of railway connecting that place with the sea-coast— 
as near to it as you can, budding the road behind you. The enterprise 
under you has two objects: the first is to give General Sherman material 
aid, if needed, in his march north j the second, to open a base of supplies 
for him on his line of march. As soon’, therefore, as you can determine 
which of the two points, Wilmington or New Berne, you can best use for 
throwing supplies from to the interior, you will commence the accumulation 
of twenty days’ rations and forage for sixty thousand men and twenty 
thousand animals. You will get of these as many as you can house and 
protect to such point in the interior as you may be able to occupy. I be¬ 
lieve General Palmer has received some instructions direct from General 
Sherman on the subject of securing supplies for his army. You will learn 
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therefore defer to him as much as is consistent with your own responsibili¬ 
ties. The first object to be attained is to get a firm position on the spit of 
land on which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate against that 
fort. You want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, 
and to defending yourself against superior forces sent against you by any 
of the avenues left open to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained, 
the siege of Fort Fisher will not be abandoned until its reduction is accom¬ 
plished, or another plan of campaign is ordered from these headquarters. 

My own views are that, if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a 
portion of their fleet into Cape Fear River, while the balance of it operates 
on the outside. Land forces cannot invest Fort Fisher, or cut it off from 
supplies or reinforcements, while -the river is in possession of the enemy. 

A siege-train will be loaded on vessels and sent to Fort Monroe, in 
readiness to be sent to you if required. All other supplies can be drawn 
from Beaufort as you need them. 

Keep the fleet of vessels with you until your position is assured. When 
you find they can be spared, order them back, or such of them as you can 
spare, to Fort Monroe, to report for orders. 

In case of failure to effect a landing, bring your command back to Beau¬ 
fort, and report to these headquarters for further instructions. You will 
not debark at Beaufort until so directed. 

General Sheridan has been ordered to send a division of troops to Balti¬ 
more and place them on sea-going vessels. These troops will be brought 
to Fort Monroe and’ kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. 
Should you require them, they will be sent to you. 

TJ. S. Grant, 
lieutenant- General . 

Brevet Major-General A. H. Terry. 


Lieutenant-Colonel C. B. Comstock, aide-de-camp (now brevet briga¬ 
dier-general), who accompanied the former expedition, was assigned, 
in orders, as chief engineer to this. 

It will be seen that these instructions did not differ materially 
from those given for the first expedition, and that in neither instance 
was there an order to assault Fort Fisher. This was a matter left 
entirely to the discretion of the commanding officer. 

The expedition sailed from Fort Monroe on the morning of the 6th, 
arriving at the rendezvous off Beaufort on the 8th, where, owing to 
the difficulties of the weather, it lay until the morning of the 12th, 
when it got under way and reached its destination that evening. 
Under cover of the fleet, the disembarkation of the troops com¬ 
menced on the morning of the 13th, and by 3 p.m. was completed 
without loss. On the 14th a reconnaissance was pushed to within 
five hundred yards of Fort Fisher, and a small advance-work taken 
possession of and turned into a defensive line against any attempt 
that might be made from the fort. This reconnaissance disclosed 
the fact that the front of the work had been seriously injured by the 
navy fire. In the afternoon of the 15th the fort was assaulted, and 
after most desperate fighting was captured, with its entire garrison 
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pected n p on reducing Savannah, instantly to march to Columbia 
South Carolina, thence to Raleigh, and thence to report to me • but 
that this would consume about six weeks’ time after the fall of Savan¬ 
nah, whereas by sea he could probably reach me by the middle of 
January. The confidence he manifested in this letter of being able 
to march up and join me pleased me, and without waiting for a reply 
to my letter of the 18th, I directed him, on the 28th of December to 
make preparations to start, as he proposed, without delay, to break 
up the railroads in North aud South Carolina, and join the armies 
operating against Richmond as soon as he could. 


On the 21st of January I informed General Sherman that I had 
ordered the Twenty-third Corps, Major-General Schofield command¬ 
ing, east; that it numbered about twenty-one thousand men; that 
we had at Port Fisher about eight thousand men; at New Berne 
about four thousand; that if Wilmington was captured General 
Schofield would go there; if not, he would be sent to New Beme; that 
in either event all the surplus force at both points would move to 
the interior toward Goldsboro’, in cooperation with his movement; 
that from cither point railroad communication could be run out; 
and that all these troops would be subject to his orders as he came 
into communication with them. 


In obedience to his instructions, General Schofield proceeded to 
reduce Wilmington, North Carolina, in cooperation with the navy 
under Admiral Porter, moving his forces up both sides of the Cape 
Fear River. Fort Anderson, the enemy’s main defense on the west 
bank of the river, was occupied on the morning of the 19th, the ene¬ 
my having evacuated it after our appearance before it. 

After fighting on 20th and 21st, our troops entered Wilmington 
on tho morning of the 22d, the enemy having retreated toward Golds¬ 
boro’ during tire iright. Preparations were at once made for a move¬ 
ment on Goldsboro’ in two columns,—one from Wilmington, and the 
other from New Berne,—and to repair the railroad leading there from 
each place, as well as to supply General Sherman by Cape Fear River, 
toward Fayetteville, if it became necessary. The column from New 
Berne was attacked on the 8th of March, at Wise’s Forks, and driven 
back with the loss of several hundred prisoners. On the 11th the 
enemy renewed his attack upon our intrenched position, but was 
repulsed with severe loss, and fell back during the night. On the 
14th the Nense River was crossed and Kinston occupied, and on the 
21 st Goldsboro’ was entered. The column from Wilmington reached 
Cox’s Bridge, on the Neuse River, ten miles above Goldsboro’, on the 

22d. , , 

By the 1st of February General Sherman’s whole army was m mo¬ 
tion from Savannah. He captured Columbia, South Carolina, on the 
17th • thence moved on Goldsboro’, North Carolina, via Fayetteville, 
reaching the latter place on the 12th of March, opening up communi- 
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sand men besides A. J. Smith’s command. The eavalrv vou have sent to 
Oanby will be debarked at Vicksburg. It, with the’availabkdvalrr 
atreaSy m that section, will move from theVe eastward, in eoik^mtiml 
Hood’s army has been terribly reduced by the severe punishment fo^ve 
it m Tennessee, by desertion consequent upon their defeat, and now bv the 
withdraw^ of many of them to oppose Sherman. (I take ft a large portion 
of the infantry has been so withdrawn. It is so asserted in the Richmond 
papers, and a member of the rebel Congress said a few davs since, in a 
speech., that one half of it had been brought to South Carolina to oppose 
bherman.) This being true, or even if it is not true, Canby’s movement 
will attract all the attention of the enemy, and leave the advance from vour 
standpoint easy- I think it advisable, therefore, that yon prepare as much 
of a cavalry force as you can spare, and hold it in readiness to go south. 
The object would be threefold: first, to attract as much of the enemy’s force 
as possible, to insure success to Canby ; second, to destroy the enemy’s line 
of communications and military resources 5 third, to destroy or capture 
their forces brought into the field. . Tuscaloosa and Selma would probably 
be the points to direct the expedition against. This, however, would not 
be so important as the mere fact of penetrating deep into Alabama. Dis¬ 
cretion should be left to the officer commanding the expedition to go where, 
according to the information he may receive, he will best secure the objects 
named above. 

Now that your force has been so much depleted, I do not know what 
number of men yon can put into the field. If not more than five thousand 
men, however, all cavalry, I think it will be sufficient. It is not desirable 
that you should start this expedition until the one leaving Vicksburg has 
been three or four* days out, or even a week. I do not know when it will 
start, but will inform you by telegraph as soon as I learn. If you should 
hear through other sources before hearing from me, you can act on the in¬ 
formation received. 

To insure success your cavalry should go with as little wagon-train as 
possible, relying upon the country for supplies. I would also reduce the 
number of guns to a battery, or the number of batteries, and put the extra 
teams to the guns taken. No guns or caissons should be taken with less 
than eight horses. # . 

Please inform me by telegraph, on receipt of this, what force you think 
you will he able to send under these directions. ^ 

J U. S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General G. H. Thomas. 


On the 15th lie was directed to start the expedition as soon after 
the 20th as he could get it off. 

I deemed it of the utmost importance, before a general movement 
of the armies operating against Richmond, that all communications 
with the city north of James River should be cut oft. The eneim 
having withdrawn the hulk of his force from the Shenandoah \ adej 
and sent it south, or replaced troops sent from Richmond, and desir- 
mg to reinforce Sherman, if practicable, whose cavalry was greath 
inferior in numbers to that of the enemy, I detenmned to nake 
move from the Shenandoah, which, if successful, would accomplish 
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the first at least, and possibly the latter of these objects. I therefore 
telegraphed General Sheridan as follows: 

City Point, Virginia, 

February 20,1865,1 p.m. 

General : As soon as it is possible to travel, I think you will have no 
difficulty about reaching Lynchburg with a cavalry force alone. From 
there you could destroy the railroad and canal in every direction, so as to 
be of no further use to the rebellion. Sufficient cavalry should be left be¬ 
hind to look after Mosby’s gang. From Lynchburg, if information you 
might get there would justify it, you will strike south, heading the streams 
in Virginia to the westward of Danville, and push on and join General 
Sherman. This additional raid, with one now about starting from East 
Tennessee under Stoneman, numbering four or five thousand cavalry, one 
from Vicksburg, numbering seven or eight thousand cavalry, one from 
Eastport, Mississippi, ten thousand cavalry, Canby from Mobile Bay, with 
about thirty-eight thousand mixed troops, these three latter pushing for 
Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Montgomery, and Sherman with a large army eating 
out the vitals of South Carolina, is all that will be wanted to leave nothing 
for the rebellion to stand upon. I would advise you to overcome great ob¬ 
stacles to accomplish this. Charleston was evacuated on Tuesday last. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General. 

Major-General P. H. Sheridan. 


On the 25th I received a despatch from General Sheridan, inquir¬ 
ing where Sherman was aiming for, and if I could give him definite 
information as to the points he might be expected to move on, this 
side of Charlotte, North Carolina. In answer the following telegram 
was sent him : 

City Point,,Virginia, 

February 25, 1865. 

General : Sherman’s movements will depend on the amount of opposi¬ 
tion he meets with from the enemy. If strongly opposed, he may possibly 
have to fall back to Georgetown, South Carolina, and fit out for a new 
start. I think, however, all danger for the necessity of going to that point 
has passed. I believe he has passed Charlotte. He may take Fayetteville 
on Ms way to Goldsboro’. If you reach Lynchburg, you will have to be 
guided in your after-movements by the information you obtain. Before 
you could possibly reach Sherman, I think you would find Mm moving from 
Goldsboro’ toward Raleigh, or engaging the enemy strongly posted at one 
or the other of these places, with railroad communications opened from Ms 
army to Wilmington or New Berne. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General. 

Major-General P. H. Sheridan. 


General Sheridan moved from Winchester on the 27th of February 
with two divisions of cavalry, numbering about five thousand each. 
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On the 1st of March, he secured the bridge, which the enemy attempted 
to destroy, across the middle fork of the Shenandoah, at Mount Craw¬ 
ford, and entered Staunton on the 2d, the enemy having retreated 
on Waynesboro 7 . Thence he pushed on to Waynesboro 7 , where he 
found the enemy in force in an intrenched position, under General 
Early. Without stopping to make a reconnaissance, an immediate 
attack was made, the position was carried, and sixteen hundred pris¬ 
oners, eleven pieces of artillery, with horses and caissons complete, 
two hundred wagons and teams loaded with subsistence, and seven¬ 
teen battle-flags were captured. The prisoners, under an escort of 
fifteen hundred men, were sent back to Winchester. Thence he 
marched on Charlottesville, destroying effectually the railroad and 
bridges as he went, which place he reached on the 3d. Here he 
remained two days, destroying the railroad toward Richmond and 
Lynchburg, including the large iron bridges over the north and 
south forks of the Rivanna River, and awaited the arrival of his 
trains. This necessary delay caused him to abandon the idea of cap¬ 
turing Lynchburg. On the morning of the 6th, dividing his force 
into two columns, he sent one to Scottsville, whence it marched up 
the James River Canal to New Market, destroying every lock, and in 
many places the bank of the canal. From here a force was pushed 
out from this column to Duguidsville, to obtain possession of the 
bridge across the James River at that place, but failed. The enemy 
burned it on our approach. The enemy also burned the bridge 
across the river at Hardwicksville. The other column moved down 
the railroad toward Lynchburg, destroying it as far as Amherst 
Court House, sixteen miles from Lynchburg; thence across the coun¬ 
try, uniting with the column at New Market. The river -being very 
high, his pontoons would not reach across it; and the enemy having 
destroyed the bridges by which he had hoped to cross the river and 
get on the South Side railroad about Farmville, and destroy it to 
Appomattox Court House, the only thing left for him was to return 
to Winchester or strike a base at the White House. Fortunately, he 
chose the latter. From New Market he took up 1ns line of march, 
following the canal toward Richmond., destroying every lock upon it 
and cutting the banks wherever practicable, to a point eight miles 
east of Goochland, concentrating the whole force at Columbia on the' 
10th. Here he rested one day, and sent throngh by scouts informa¬ 
tion of his whereabouts and purposes, and a request for supplies to 
meet him at White House, which reached me on the night of the 12th. 
An infantry force was immediately sent to get possession of White 
House, and supplies were forwarded. Moving from Columbia in a 
direction to threaten Richmond, to near Ashland Station, he crossed 
the Annas, and after having destroyed all the bridges and many miles 
of the railroad, proceeded down the north bank of the Pamunkey to 
White House, which place he reached on the 19th. 
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Previous to this the following communication was sent to General 
Thomas : 

City Point, Virginia, 

March 7, 1865, 9:30 a.m. 

General : I think it will be advisable now for yon to repair the railroad 
in East Tennessee and throw a good force up to Bull’s Gap and fortify there. 
Supplies at Knoxville could always be got forward as required. With Bull’s 
Gap fortified, you can occupy as outposts about all of East Tennessee, and 
be prepared, if it should be required of you in the spring, to make a cam¬ 
paign toward Lynchburg or into North Carolina. I do not think Stoneman 
should break the road until he gets into Virginia, unless it should be to cut 
off rolling-stock that may be caught west of that. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General. 

Major-General G. H. Thomas. 

Thus it will be seen that in March, 1865, General Canby was mov¬ 
ing an adequate force against Mobile and the army defending it 
under General Dick Taylor; Thomas was pushing out two large and 
well-appointed cavalry expeditions—one from Middle Tennessee, 
under Brevet Major-General Wilson, against the enemy’s vital points 
in Alabama, the other from East Tennessee, under Major-General 
Stoneman, toward Lynchburg—and assembling the remainder of his 
available forces, preparatory to commence offensive operations from 
East Tennessee; General Sheridan’s cavalry was at White House; 
the Armies of the Potomac and James were confronting the enemy, 
under Lee, in his defenses of Richmond and Petersburg; General 
Sherman with his armies, reinforced by that of General Schofield, 
was at Goldsboro’; General Pope was making preparations for a 
spring campaign against the enemy under Kirby Smith and Price, 
west of the Mississippi; and General Hancock was concentrating a 
force in the vicinity of Winchester, Virginia, to guard against inva¬ 
sion or to operate offensively, as might prove necessary. 

After the long march by General Sheridan’s cavalry over winter 
roads, it was necessary to rest and refit at White House. At this 
time the greatest source of uneasiness to me was the fear that the 
enemy would leave his strong lines about Petersburg and Richmond 
for the purpose of uniting with Johnston, before he was driven from 
them by battle, or I was prepared to make an effectual pursuit. On 
the 24th of March General Sheridan moved from White House, 
crossed the James River at Jones’s Landing, and formed a junction 
with the Army of the Potomac in front of Petersburg on the 27th. 
During this move General Ord sent forces to cover the crossings of 
the Chickahominy. 

On the 24th of March the following instructions for a general 
movement of the armies operating against Richmond were issued: 
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City Point, Virginia, 

March 24,1865. 

General: On the 29th instant the armies operating against Richmond 
will be moved by opr left, for the double purpose of turning the enemy out 
or his present position around Petersburg, and to insure the success of the 
cavalry under General Sheridan, which will start at the same time, in its 
efforts to reach and destroy the South Side and Danville railroads. Two 
corps of the Army of the Potomac will be moved at first in two columns, 
taking the two roads crossing Hatcher’s Run. nearest where the present 
lme held by us strikes that stream, both moving toward Dinwiddie Court 
House. 


The cavalry under General Sheridan, joined by the division now under 
General Davies, will move at the same time by the Weldon road and the 
Jerusalem plank road, turning west from the latter before crossing the 
Nottoway, and west with the whole column before reaching Stony Creek. 
General Sheridan will then move independently, under other instructions 
which will be given him. AH dismounted cavalry belonging to the Army 
of the Potomac, and the dismounted cavalry from the Middle Military Divi¬ 
sion not required for guarding property belonging to their arm of service, 
will report to Brigadier-General Benham, to be added to the defenses of 
City Point. Major-General Parke will be left in command of aH the army 
left for holding the lines about Petersburg and City Point, subject, of coarse, 
to orders from the commander of the Army of the Potomac. The Ninth 
Army-corps will be left intact, to hold the present line of works so long m 
the whole line now occupied by us is held. If, however, the troops to the 
left of the Ninth Corps are withdrawn, then the left of the corps may be 
thrown back so as to occupy the position held by the army prior to the 
capture of the Weldon road. All troops to the left of the Ninth Corps will 
be held in readiness to move at the shortest notice by such route as may 


be designated when the order is given. 

General Ord will detach three divisions, two white and one colored, or so 
much of them as he can, and hold his present lines, and march for the pres¬ 
ent left of the Army of the Potomac. In the absence of further orders, or 
until further orders are given, the white divisions will follow the left column 
of the Army of the Potomac, and the colored division the right column. 
During the movement Major-General Weitzel will be left in co mma nd of 
all the forces remaining behind from the Army of the James. 

The movement of troops from the Army of the James will commence on 
the night of the 27th instant. General Ord will leave behind the minimum 
number of cavalry necessary for picket duty, in the absence of the mam 
army. A cavalry expedition, from General Ord’s command, will also be 
started from Suffolk, to leave there on Saturday, the 1st of April, romer 
Colonel Sumner, for the purpose of cutting the railroad about Hickrford. 
This, if accomplished, will have to be a surprise, and therefore from three 
to five hundred men wifi be sufficient. They should, however, be supported 
by aH the infantry that can he spared from Norfolk andPortsmoutli, as far 
out as to where the cavalry crosses the Blackwater. The crossing should 
probably be at Uniten. Should Colonel Sumner succeed ® the 

Weldon road, he wfil he instructedt tendp .aH the damage 
triangle of roads between Hieksford, Weldon, and ™Shtbe 

bridge at Weldon being fitted np for the passage of carnages, it might be 
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practicable to destroy any accumulation of supplies the enemy may have 
collected south of the Roanoke. All the troops will move with four days 7 
rations in haversacks and eight days’ in wagons. To avoid as much haul¬ 
ing as possible, and to give the Army of the James the same number of 
days’ supplies with the Army of the Potomac, General Ord will direct his 
commissary and quartermaster to have sufficient supplies delivered at the 
terminus of the road to fill up in passing. Sixty rounds of ammunition per 
man will be taken in wagons, and as much grain as the transportation on 
hand will carry, after taking the specified amount of other supplies. The 
densely wooded country in which the army has to operate making the use 
of much artillery impracticable, the amount taken with the army will be 
reduced to six or eight guns to each division, at the option of the army 
commanders. 

All necessary preparations for carrying these directions into operation 
may be commenced at once. The reserves of the Ninth Corps should be 
massed as much as possible. While I would not now order an uncondi¬ 
tional attack on the enemy’s line by them, they should be ready and should 
make the attack if the enemy weakens his line in their front, without wait¬ 
ing for orders. In case they carry the line, then the whole of the Ninth 
Corps could follow up so as to join or cooperate with the balance of the 
army. To prepare for this, the Ninth Corps will have rations issued to 
them, same as the balance of the army. General Weitzel will keep vigilant 
watch upon his front, and if found at all practicable to break through at 
any point, he will do so. A success north of the James should be followed 
up with great promptness. An attack will not be feasible unless it is found 
that the enemy has detached largely. In that ease it may be regarded as 
evident that the enemy are relying upon their local reserves principally for 
the defense of Richmond. Preparations may be made for abandoning all 
the hue north of the James, except inclosed works—only to be abandoned, 
however, after a break is made in the lines of the enemy. 

By these instructions a large part of the armies operating against Rich¬ 
mond is left behind. The enemy, knowing this, may, as an only chance, 
strip their fines to the merest skeleton, in the hope of advantage not being 
taken of it, while they hurl everything against the moving column, and re¬ 
turn. It cannot be impressed too strongly upon commanders of troops 
left in the trenches not to allow this to occur without taking advantage of 
it. The very fact of the enemy coming out to attack, if he does so, might 
be regarded as almost conclusive evidence of such a weakening of his lines. 
I would have it particularly enjoined upon corps commanders that, in case 
of an attack from the enemy, those not attacked are not to wait for orders 
from the commanding officer of the army to which they belong, but that 
they 'will move promptly, and notify the commander of their action. I 
would also enjoin the same action on the part of division commanders 
when other parts of their corps are engaged. In like manner, I would urge 
the importance of following up a repulse of the enemy. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant - General . 

Major-Generals Meade, Ord, and Sheridan. 


Early on the morning of the 25th the enemy assaulted our lines in 
front of the Ninth Corps (which held from the Appomattox River 
toward our left), and carried Fort Stedman and a part of the line to 
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fcl p e I ig ^ fc a + nd Ieft ? f itj established themselves, and tamed the gnus 
of the fort against ns ; hut our troops on either flank held their 
ground until the reserves were brought up when the enemy was 
driven back with a heavy loss in killed and wounded and nine¬ 
teen hundred prisoners. Our loss was sixty-eight killed, three 
hundred and thirty-seven wounded, and five hundred and six miss- 
ing. General Meade at once ordered the other corps to advance and 
feel the enemy in their respective fronts. Pushing forward, they 
captured and held the enemy’s strongly intrenched picket-line in 
front of the Second and Sixth corps, and eight hundred and thirty- 
four prisoners. The enemy made desperate attempts to retake this 
line, but without success. Our loss in front of these was fifty-two 
killed, eight hundred and sixty-four wounded, and two hundred and 
seven missing. The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded was far 
greater. 

General Sherman, having got his troops all quietly in camp about 
Goldsboro 7 , and his preparations for furnishing supplies to them per¬ 
fected, visited me at City Point on the 27th of March, and stated that 
he would be ready to move, as he had previously written me, by the 
10th of April, fully equipped and rationed for twenty days, if it 
should become necessary to bring his command to bear against 
Lee 7 s army, in cooperation with our forces in front of Richmond and 
Petersburg. General Sherman proposed in this movement to threaten 
Raleigh, and then, by turning suddenly to the right, reach the Roan¬ 
oke at Gaston or thereabouts, whence he could move on to the Rich¬ 
mond and Danville railroad, striking it in the vicinity of Burkesville, 
or join the armies operating against Richmond, as might be deemed 
best. This plan he was directed to carry into execution if he received 
no further directions in the mean time. I explained to him the move¬ 
ment I had ordered to commence on the 29th of March; that if it 
should not prove as entirely successful as I hoped, I would cut the 
cavalry loose to destroy the Danville and South Side railroads, and 
thus deprive the enemy of further supplies, and also to prevent the 
rapid concentration of Lee’s and Johnston’s armies. 

I had spent days of anxiety lest each morning should bring the 
report that the enemy had retreated the night before. I was firmly 
convinced that Sherman’s crossing the Roanoke would be tbe signal 
for Lee to leave. With Johnston and him combined, a long, tedious, 
and expensive campaign, consuming most of the summer, might be¬ 
come necessary. By moving out I would put the army in better con¬ 
dition for pursuit, and would at least, by the destruction of the Dan¬ 
ville road, retard the concentration of the two armies of Lee and 
Johnston, and cause the enemy to abandon much material that he 
might otherwise save. I therefore determined not to delay tin 

movement ordered. , ^ , 

On the night of the 27th Major-General Ord, with two divisions 
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of the Twenty-fourth Corps, Major-General Gibbon commanding, and 
one division of the Twenty-fifth Corps, Brigadier-General Birney 
commanding, and Mackenzie’s cavalry, took up his line of march in 
pursuance of the foregoing instructions, and reached the position as¬ 
signed him near Hatcher’s Run on the morning of the 29th. On the 
28th the following instructions were given to General Sheridan: 

City Point, Virginia, 
March 28, 1865. 

General : The Fifth Army-corps will move by the Vaughn road at 3 a.m. 
to-morrow morning. The Second moves at about 9 a.m., having but about 
three miles to march to reach the point designated for it to take on the right 
of the Fifth Corps, after the latter reaching Dinwiddie Court House. Move 
your cavalry at as early an hour as you can, and without, being confined to 
any particular road or roads. You may go out by the nearest roads in rear 
of the Fifth Corps, pass by its left, and passing near to or through Din- 
widdie, reach the right and rear of tke^ enemy as soon as you can. It is 
not the intention to attack the enemy in his intrenched position, but to 
force him out, if possible. Should he come out and attack us, or get him¬ 
self where he can be attacked, move in with your entire force in your own 
way, and with the full reliance that the army will engage or follow, as cir¬ 
cumstances will dictate. I shall be on the field, and will probably be able 
to Communicate with you. Should I not do so, and you find that the enemy 
keeps within his main intrenched line, you may cut loose and push for the 
Danville road. If you find it practicable, I would like you to cross the 
South Side road, between Petersburg and Burkesville, and destroy it to 
some extent. I would not advise much detention, however, until you reach 
the Danville road, which I would like you to strike as near to the Appomat- 
tox as possible. Make your destruction on that road as complete as possi¬ 
ble. You can then pass on to the South Side road, west of Burkesville, and 
destroy that in like manner. 

After having accomplished the destruction of the two railroads, which 
are now the only avenues of supply to Lee’s army, you may return to this 
army, selecting your road farther south, or you may go on into North Caro¬ 
lina and join General Sherman. Should you select the latter course, get 
the information to me as early as possible, so that I may send orders to 
meet you at Goldsboro’. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General P. H. Sheridan. 

On the morning of the 29th the movement commenced. At night 
the cavalry was at Dinwiddie Court House, and the left of our in¬ 
fantry line extended to the Quaker road, near its intersection with 
the Boydton plank road. The position of the troops from left to 
right was as follows: Sheridan* Warren, Humphreys, Ord, Wright, 
Parke. 

Everything looked favorable to the defeat of the enemy and the 
capture of Petersburg and Richmond, if the proper effort was made. 
I therefore addressed the following communication to General Sheri- 
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dan, having previously informed him verbally not to cut loose for 
todlTso ; COntemplated m hls orders un til he received notice from me 

Gravelly Creek, March 29, 1865. 

General : Our line is now unbroken from the Appomattox to Dinwiddle 
Hatcher’s Rnn.’wbenAVAr_ 3 i , phnV road to 



° , ; r wtJ pusnea rorward to find the enemy’s 

•n Ge S 6ral Gr ^ n was attached near where the Quaker road iuter- 
sects the Boydton road, but repulsed it easily, capturing about one hundred 

heard reaclle d Dabney’s Mill, and was pushing on when last 

I now feel like ending the matter, if it is possible to do so, before going 
back. I do not want you, therefore, to cut loose and go after the enemy’s 
roads at present. In the morning push around the enemy, if you can, and 
get on to his right rear. The movements of the enemy’s cavalry may, of 
course, modify your action. We will act altogether as one army here, until 
see:n with the enemy. The signal-officer at Cobb’s 

^©ported, at half-past 11 a.m., that a cavalry colu mn had passed that 
point from Richmond toward Petersburg, taking forty minutes to pass. 

U. S. Grant, 

,, _ Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General P. H. Sheridan. 


From the night of the 29th to the morning of the 31st the rain 
fell in such torrents as to make it impossible to move a wheeled 
vehicle, except as corduroy roads were laid in front of them. During 
the 30th Sheridan advanced from Dinwiddie Court House toward 
Five Forks, where he found the enemy in full force. General War¬ 
ren advanced and extended his line across the Boydton plank road 
to near the White Oak road, with a view of getting across the latter; 
but, finding the enemy strong in his front and extending beyond his 
left, was directed to hold on where he was, and fortify. General 
Humphreys drove the enemy from his front into his main line on 
the Hatcher, near Burgess’s Mills. Generals Ord, Wright, and Parke 
made examinations in their fronts to determine the feasibility of 
an assault on the enemy’s lines. The two latter reported favorably. 
The enemy confronting us, as he did, at every point from Richmond 
to our extreme left, I conceived his lines must be weakly held, and 
could be penetrated if my estimate of his forces was correct.^ I de¬ 
termined, therefore, to extend our line no farther, but to reinforce 
General Sheridan with a corps of infantry, and thus enable him to cut 
loose and turn the enemy’s right flank, and with the other corps as¬ 
sault the enemy’s hues. The result of the offensive effort of the ene¬ 
my the week before, when he assaulted Fort Stedman, particularly 
favored this. The enemy’s intrenched picket-line captured by us at 
that time threw the lines occupied by the belligerents so close together 
at some points that it was but a moment’s run from one to the other. 
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Preparations were at once made to relieve General Humphreys’s 
corps, to report to General Sheridan j but the condition of the roads 
prevented immediate movement. On the morning of the 31st Gen¬ 
eral Warren reported favorably to getting possession of the White 
Oak road, and was directed to do so. To accomplish this, he moved 
with one division, instead of his whole corps, which was attacked by 
the enemy in superior force and driven hack on the second division 
before it had time to form, and it in turn forced back upon the third 
division, when the enemy was checked. A division of the Second 
Corps was immediately sent to his support, the enemy driven back 
with heavy loss, and possession of the White Oak road gained. 
Sheridan advanced, and with a portion of his cavalry got possession 
of the Five Forks; but the enemy, after the affair with the Fifth 
Corps, reinforced the rebel cavalry, defending that point with infan¬ 
try, and forced him back toward Dinwiddie Court House. Here 
General Sheridan displayed great generalship. Instead of retreating 
with his whole command on the main army, to tell the story of su¬ 
perior forces encountered, he deployed his cavalry on foot, leaving 
only mounted men enough to take charge of the horses. This com¬ 
pelled the enemy to deploy over a vast extent of wooded and broken 
country, and made his progress slow. At this juncture he despatched 
to me what had taken place, and that he was dropping back slowly 
on Dinwiddie Court House. General Mackenzie’s cavalry and one 
division of the Fifth Corps were immediately ordered to his assis¬ 
tance. Soon after receiving a report from General Meade that Hum¬ 
phreys could hold our position on the Boydton road, and that the 
other two divisions of the Fifth Corps could go to Sheridan, they 
were so ordered at once. Thus the operations of the day necessitated 
the sending of Warren, because of his accessibility, instead of Hum¬ 
phreys, as was intended, and precipitated intended movements. On 
the morning of the 1st of April General Sheridan, reinforced by Gen¬ 
eral Warren, drove the enemy back on Five Forks, where late in the 
evening he assaulted and carried his strongly fortified position, cap¬ 
turing all his artillery and between five and six thousand prisoners. 

About the close of this battle Brevet Major-General Charles Griffin 
relieved Major-General Warren in command of the Fifth Corps. 
The report of this reached me after nightfall. Some apprehensions 
filled my mind lest the enemy might desert his lines during the night, 
and by falling upon General Sheridan before assistance could reach 
him, drive him from his position and open the way for retreat. To 
guard against this, General Miles’s division of Humphreys’s corps 
was sent to reinforce him, and a bombardment was commenced and 
kept up until four o’clock in the morning (April 2d), when an assault 
was ordered on the enemy’s lines. General Wright penetrated the 
fines with his whole corps, sweeping everything before him, and to 
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lus left toward Hatcher’s Run, capturing many guns and several 
thousand prisoners. He was closely followed by two didshns™ 
b enei al Ord. s command, until lie met the other division of General 
UrcL s, that had succeeded in forcing the enemy’s lines near Enters 
i ; un - Generals Wright and Ord immediately swung to the ririit, ami 
closed all ot the enemy on that side of them in Petersburg, whi> 
general Humphreys pushed forward with two divisions, and joined 
General Wright on the left. General Parke succeeded in earning 
the enemy’s main-line, capturing guns and prisoners, but was nnnhh 
to carry Ms inner line. General Sheridan, being advised of the con¬ 
dition of affairs, returned General Miles to his proper command. 
On reaching the enemy’s lines immediately surrounding Petersburg, 
a portion of General Gibbon’s corps, by a most gallant charge, ,;aj>- 
tnred two strong inclosed works,—the most salient, and command¬ 
ing sonth of Petersburg,—thus materially shortening the line of 
investment necessary for taking in the city. The enemy south of 
Hatcher’s Run retreated westward to Sutherland’s Station, where 
they were overtaken by Miles’s division. A severe engagement en¬ 
sued, and lasted until both Ms right and left flan k s were threatened 
by the approach of General Sheridan, who was moving from Ford's 
Station toward Petersburg, and a division sent by General Meade 
from the front of Petersburg, when he broke in the utmost confusion, 
leaving in our hands Ms guns and many prisoners. This force re¬ 
treated by the main road along the Appomattox River. During the 
night of the 2d the enemy evacuated Petersburg and Rielimonci and 
retreated toward Danville. On the morning of the 3d pursuit was 
commenced. General Sheridan pushed for the Danville road, keep¬ 
ing near the Appomattox, followed by General Meade with the Sec¬ 
ond and Sixth corps, while General Ord moved for Burkesville, along 
the South Side road; the Ninth Corps stretched along that road be- 
Mnd Mm. On the 4th General Sheridan struck the Danville road 
near Jetersville, where he learned that Lee was at Amelia Court 
House. He immediately intrenched himself and awaited the arrival 
of General Meade, who reached there the next day. General Ord 
reached Burkesville on the evening of the 5th. 

On the morning of the 5th I addressed Major-General Sherman 
the following communication: 

Wilson’s Station, April 5,1865. 

General : All indications now are that Lee will attempt to reaeh Dan¬ 
ville with the remnant of his force. Sheridan who was np with . him lart 
night, reports all that is left-horse, foot, and dragoons-at t 

said, much demoralized. We hope to reduce tins uumber one hatf. I« 
push on to Burkesville, and if a stand is made at P»u* ’ v vou JJ 

few days go there. If you can po^ib y do so, 
and let us see if we cannot finish the job with Lee s and Johnston s 
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Whether it will be better for you to strike for Greensboro’ or nearer to Dan¬ 
ville, you will be better able to judge when you receive this. Rebel armies 
now are the only strategic points to strike at. 

U. S. Grant, 
Lieutenant-General. 

Major-General W. T. Sherman. 


On the morning of the 6th it was found that General Lee was mov¬ 
ing west of Jetersville, toward Danville. General Sheridan moved 
with his cavalry (the Fifth Corps having been returned to General 
Meade on his reaching Jetersville) to strike his flank, followed by the 
Sixth Corps, while the Second and Fifth corps pressed hard after, 
forcing him to abandon several hundred wagons and several pieces 
of artillery. General Ord advanced from Burkesville toward Farm- 
ville, sending two regiments of infantry and a squadron of cavalry, 
under Brevet Brigadier-General Theodore Read, to reach and destroy 
the bridges. This advance met the head of Lee’s column near Farm- 
ville, which it heroically attacked and detained until General Read 
was killed and his small force overpowered. This caused a delay in 
the enemy’s movements, and enabled General Ord to get well up with 
the remainder of his force, on meeting which the enemy immediately 
intrenched himself. In the afternoon General Sheridan struck the 
enemy south of Sailor’s Creek, captured sixteen pieces of artillery 
and about four hundred wagons, and detained him until the Sixth 
Corps got up, when a general attack of infantry and cavalry was 
made, which resulted in the capture of six or seven thousand pris¬ 
oners, among whom were many general officers. The movements of 
the Second Corps and General Ord’s command contributed greatly 
to the day’s success. 

On the morning of the 7th the pursuit was renewed, the cavalry, 
except one division, and the Fifth Corps moving by Prince Edward’s 
Court House; the Sixth Corps, General Ord’s command, and one divi¬ 
sion of cavalry, on Farmville; and the Second Corps by the High 
Bridge road. It was soon found that the enemy had crossed to the 
north side of the Appomattox; but so close was the pursuit that the 
Second Corps got possession of the common bridge at High Bridge 
before the enemy could destroy it, and immediately crossed over. 
The Sixth Corps and a division of cavalry crossed at Farmville to 
its support. 

Feeling now that General Lee’s chance of escape was utterly hope¬ 
less, I addressed him the following communication from Farmville: 

April 7, 1865. 

General : The result of the last week must convince you of the hopeless¬ 
ness of further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia in 
this struggle. I feel that it is so, and regard it as my duty to shift from my- 
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self the responsibility of any further effusion of blood, by asking of you the 
surrender of that portion of the Confederate States army known as the 
Army of Northern Virginia. 

U. S. Grant, 

General R. E. Lee. Lieutenant- General, 

Early on the morning of the 8th, before leaving, I received at 
Farmville the following: 

April 7, 1865. 

General : I have received your note of this date. Though not enter¬ 
taining the opinion you express on the hopelessness of further resistance 
on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia, I reciprocate your desire to 
avoid useless effusion of blood, and therefore, before considering your 
proposition, ask the terms you will offer on condition of its surrender. 

R. E. Lee, 

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant. General. 

To this I immediately replied : 

April 8,1865. 

General : Your note of last evening, in reply to mine of same date, ask¬ 
ing the condition on which I will accept the surrender of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, is just received. In reply I would say that, peace being 
my great desire, there is but one condition I would insist upon, namely, 
that the men and officers surrendered shall be disqualified for taking up 
arms again against the government of the United States until properly ex¬ 
changed. I will meet you, or will designate officers to meet any officers 
you may name for the same purpose, at any point agreeable to you, for 
the purpose of arranging definitely the terms upon which the surrender of 
the Army of Northern Virginia will be received. 

U. S. Grant, 

General R. E. Lee. Lieutenant-General . 

Early on the morning of the 8th the pursuit was resumed. Gen¬ 
eral Meade followed north of the Appomattox, and General Sheridan, 
with all the cavalry, pushed straight for Appomattox Station, fol¬ 
lowed by General Ord's command and the Fifth Corps. During the 
day General Meade's advance had considerable fighting with the 
enemy's rear-guard, but was unable to bring on a general engage¬ 
ment. Late in the evening General Sheridan struck the railroad 
at Appomattox Station, drove the enemy from there, and captured 
twenty-five pieces of artillery, a hospital-train, and four trains of 
ears loaded with supplies for Lee's army. During this day I accom¬ 
panied General Meade’s colnmn, and abont midnight received the 
following communication from General Lee: 

April 8, 1865. 

General: I received, at a late hour, your note of to-day. In mine of 
yesterday I did not intend to propose the surrender of the Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia, but to ask the terms of your proposition. To be frank, 1 do 
not think the emergency has arisen to call for the surrender of this army $ 
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to be made in duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to be designated 
by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as yon may desig¬ 
nate. The officers to give their mdividual paroles not to take up arms 
against the government of the United States until properly exchanged; and 
each company or regimental commander sign a like parole for the men of 
their commands. The arms, artillery, and public property to be parked 
and stacked, and turned over to the officers appointed by me to receive 
them. This mil not embrace the side-arms of the officers, nor their pri- 
va/te horses or baggage. This done, each officer and man will be allowed to 
return to his home, not to be disturbed by United States authority so long 
as they observe their paroles and the laws in force where they may reside. 

U. S. Grant, 

_ „ „ Lieutenant- General. 

General E. E. Lee. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
April 9,1865. 

General : I have received your letter of this date containing the terms 
of surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by yon. As 
they are substantially the same as those expressed in your letter of the 8th 
instant, they are accepted. I will proceed to designate the proper officers 
to carry the stipulations into effect. 

E. E. Lee, 
General* 

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant. 


The command of Major-General Gibbon, the Fifth Army-corps 
under Griffin, and Mackenzie’s cavalry were designated to remain at 
Appomattox Court House until the paroling of the surrendered army 
was completed, and to take charge of the public property. The re¬ 
mainder of the army immediately returned to the vicinity of Burkes- 
ville. 

General Lee’s great influence throughout the whole South caused 
His example to be followed, and to-day the result is that the armies 
lately under his leadership are at their homes, desiring peace and 
quiet, and their arms are in the hands of our ordnance officers. 

On the receipt of my letter of the 5th General Sherman moved 
directly against Joe Johnston, who retreated rapidly on and through 
Raleigh, which place General Sherman occupied on the morning of 
the 13th. The day preceding news of the surrender of General Lee 


reached him at Smithfleld. 

On the 14th a correspondence was opened between (xeneral blier- 
man and General Johnston, which resulted on the 18th in an agree¬ 
ment for a suspension of hostilities, and a memorandum or basis tor 
peace, subject to the approval of the President. This agreement was 
disapproved by the President on the 21st, which disapproval, toget er 
with your instructions, was communicated to General Sherman by 
me in person on the morning of the 24th, at Raleigh, North Caro- 
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the central bridge over the Cahawba River. On the 2d he attacked 
and captured the fortified city of Selma, defended by Fo^estS 

ZZ aUd t f^° destr °y ed the 5R 

11101 J 7 n f^ foundry, machine-shops, vast quantities of stores and 
captured three thousand prisoners. On the 4th he captured and de- 
stt oyed Tuscaloosa. On the 10th he crossed the Alabama River, and 
alter sending information of his operations to General Canby, matched 
on Montgomery, which place he occupied on the 14th, the enemy 
having abandoned it. At this place many stores and five steam¬ 
boats tell into our hands. Thence a force marched direct on Colum¬ 
bus, and another on West Point, both of which places were assaulted 
and captured on the 16th. At the former place we got fifteen 
hundred prisoners and fifty-two field-guns, destroyed two gunboats, 
the navy-yard, foundries, arsenal, many factories, and much other 
public property. At the latter place we got three hundred prisoners, 
four guns, and destroyed nineteen locomotives and three hundred 
cars. On the 20th he took possession of Macon, Georgia, with sixty 
field-guns, twelve hundred militia, and five generals, surrendered by 
General Howell Cobb. General Wilson, hearing that Jeff. Davis was 
trying to make his escape, sent forces in pursuit, and succeeded in 
capturing him on the morning of May 11th. 

On the fourth day of May General Dick Taylor surrendered to 
General Canby all the remaining rebel forces east of the Mississippi. 

A force sufficient to ensure an easy triumph over the enemy under 
Kirby Smith, west of the Mississippi, was immediately put in motion 
for Texas, and Major-General Sheridan designated for its immediate 
command j but on the twenty-sixth day of May, and before they 
reached their destination, General Kirby Smith surrendered his en¬ 
tire command to Major-General Canby. This surrender did not take 
place, however, until after the capture of the rebel President and 
Vice-President; and the had faith was exhibited of first disbanding 
most of his army and permitting an indiscriminate plunder of public 
property. 

Owing to the report that many of those lately in arms against the 
government had taken refuge upon the soil of Mexico, carrying with 
them arms rightfully belonging to the United States, which had been 
surrendered to us by agreement,—among them some of the leaders 
who had surrendered in person,— and the disturbed condition of 
affairs on the Rio Grande, the orders for troops to proceed to Texas 
were not changed. 

There have been severe combats, raids, expeditions, and move¬ 
ments to defeat the designs and purposes of the enemy, most of 
them reflecting great credit on our arms, and which contributed 
greatly to our final triumph, that I have not mentioned. Many of 
these will be found clearly set forth in the reports herewith sub¬ 
mitted; some in the telegrams and brief despatches announcing 
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The asterisks indicate the location of the biographical notes . 


Abercrombie, J. J., n, *177 x 78 
Abolitionists, I, 170 ,171 
Ac worth, Ga., II, 430 
Adairsville, Ga., fluting near, II, 423 
Adams, Silas, m Stonoman’s raid, II, 91 
Adamsville, Tenn., I, 289 
Adjutant-General, U. S. A. See THOMAS, L. 
Agriculture. See Farming 
Aiken's Landing, Va., 1,469 
Alabama, secession. See Arkansas I, 83; 
Rousseau s raid into, II, 89 ; Sherman asks 
to nave Thomas campaign in, 274; Tho¬ 
mas's orders countermanded, 281; For¬ 
rest's raids in, 428; pursuit of Hood stopped 
by rain sin, 433,434; Oanby’s movements in, 
442, 443,468; Wilson’s expedition into, 446 
Alabama River, the, Canby to move on, II, 
429; opened to Union troops, 458; Wilson 
crosses, 459 
Alameda, the, 1, 125 
Alamo, massacre at the, I, 34, 49 
Albertis, William, lulled at Vera Cruz, I, 96 
Aldrich's, Va., II, 101,123,126 
Alexander, E. P., II, 103 
Alexandria, La., Banks assembles his army 
at, II, 426; retreat of Banks to, and evacu¬ 
ation of, 426 

Alexandria railroad, Va., Burnside on the, 
II, 404 

Allatoona, Ga., Johnston abandons, II, 86; 
capture and fortification of, 86; defense 
of, 237; Sherman moves against, 423 
Alleghany Mountains, railroad over the, I, 
19; boundary of the Military Division of 
the Mississippi, 491, II, 54, 81, 399; Crook 
and Averell cross, 73 

“ Alps,” steamer, at Fort Donelson, I, 246 
Alsop’s, Va., II, 101, 119, 120 
Ameca Ameca, Mex., I, 144,145 
Amelia Court House, Va., Lee at, II, 316, 
323-325, 453; Meade orders an advance on, 
327; Lee's movement from, 328, 329 
American citizens, rights of native-born, I, 
169 

American Party, rise of the, 1,169 
Ames, Adelbert, at Fort Fisher, II, *265,269; 

reinforced by Terry, 270 
Amherst Court House, Va., destruction of 
railroad at, II, 445 

Ammen, Jacob, drives Breckinridge from 

Knoxville, II, 434 

Ammunition-train, a motley, I, 407,408 
Amozoque, Mex., occupation of, 1,104 
Ampudia, Gen., strength of his army at 
Monterey, I, 80; surrenders the city, 88 
Anderson, G. T., II, 101, 216 
Anderson, J. B., military manager of rail¬ 
roads, 1,515 


Anderson, Richard H., at Spottsylvania, I, 
142, II, 122, 123, 127; visit to Popocatepetl, 
I, 142-145; his command, II, 101, *121; in 
battle of the Wilderness, 113; beats Grant 
to Spottsylvania, 122 ; reasons for his cap¬ 
ture of Spottsylvania, 122,123; intrenches, 
123; assaulted by Warren, 123; Grant’s 
anxiety to crush, 123; on the Po, 128,129; 
commanding Lee’s left at Cold Harbor, 
163; movement along Warren’s front, 163; 
pressed by Wright and Smith, 164 

Andersonville, Ga., attempt to release pris¬ 
oners at, II, 91 

Annapolis, Md., Burnside’s corps at, II, 56, 
57; Burnside’s advance from, 65; Scho¬ 
field ordered to, 274,280 

Antietam, Md., Southern view of the battle 
of, II, 410 

Anton Lizardo, the harbor of, I, 95 

Appalachicola River, Canby to move on, II, 
429 

Appomattox Court House, Va., Grant’s ride 
to, II, 338; the surrender at, 340-349, 456, 
457,460; number of troops surrendered at,, 
351 

Appomattox River, the, Butler’s position 
between the James and, n, 74, 407; de¬ 
fenses of Petersburg on, 187; threatened 
assault on Petersburg between the James 
and, 200; Union lines on, 231, 311, 313, 
448, 451; Merritt drives the enemy to, 312, 
322; proposed movements on, 316, 316; 
Lee’s fugitives cross, 321, 453, 454; its 
course, 328; raid against bridges on, 410; 
W. F. Smith's assault on Petersburg lines 


on, 413 

Appomattox Station, Va., Sheridan pushes 
to, to capture Lee’s trains, II, 333, 335, 
455; Custer ordered to, 335; engagement 
at, 336, 456 
Archer, J. J., II, 102 

Arkadelphia, Ark., Steele reaches, II, 426 
Arkansas, secession of, 1,183; Confederate 
movement in, 219; Halleck commanding 
in, 231; Steele commanding in, 488, II, 65; 
embraced in Sherman’s military division, 
81; in the enemy’s hands, 398; guerrilla 
warfare in, 398; Steele ordered to move 
from, 400; Price’s retreat to, 428 
Arkansas Post, Ark., capture of, I, 366 
Arkansas River, operations on the, I, 366, 
II, 427; Union holdings on the, 53, 398 
Army of Northern Virginia, defeats Pope 
ana invades Maryland, 1,336; driven from 
Pennsylvania, 478; on the Rapidan, II, 
55, 57; organization, 101-104; respect for 
Army of the Potomac, 172; preference for 
breastwork fighting, 172, 174, 409; a chan- 


463 
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nel of supply for, 177; compared with 
Army of the Potomac, 185; Sheridan 
avers the possibility of its capture, 324; 
demoralization, 325, 350; in desperate 
plight, 339; long struggle with the Army 
of the Potomac, 410; surrender of, see Lee 

Army of the Cumberland, depletion and 
peril of, I, 493; peril at Chattanooga, 495; 
Thomas assigned to command, 497; be¬ 
sieged in Chattanooga, 503; expedition to 
Brown’s Ferry, 504; improving its condi¬ 
tion, 511; troops from, in Lookout Valley, 
519; plan of assault at Chattanooga, 520; 
strength of position at Chattanooga, II, 2; 
captures at Missionary Ridge, 17; parti¬ 
cipation in battle of Chattanooga, 20; its 
work at Chattanooga plannedbeforehaud, 
23; at Chattanooga, 82; engagement be¬ 
fore Atlanta, 88; in Sherman’s march 
against Johnston, 422 

Army of the Gulf, united with Army of the 
Tennessee, I, 478 

Army of the James, the left wing of the 
united armies, II, 56; commanded by 
Gen. Butler, 56; reinforcements for, 56; 
protection to Washington, 57; proposed 
junction between Army of the Potomac 
and, 73, 402; crippled at Drury’s Bluff, 74; 
united with Army of the Potomac, 74-76, 
447; holds Bermuda Hundred, 190, 191, 
299; in battle of White Oak Road, 299; in 
action of April 2, 1865, 308; ordered to 
Burke’s Station, 316, 317; Parke ordered to 
protect its rear, 322, 323; in engagement 
at Appomattox Station, 336; ordered into 
camp at Burkesville Station, 362; moves 
simultaneously with the Army of the Po¬ 
tomac, 404; Sheridan reinforces the, 420 

Army of the Mississippi, left wing of Hal- 
leck’s army at Pittsburg Landing, I, 307 ; 
proposed movement, 314; reinforcements 
sent to Buell from, 333; Sheridan’s com¬ 
mand in, 334; disposition, Sept. 4, 1862, 
335, 336; depletion of, 336; put on the de¬ 
fensive, 344; strength after Corinth, 349 

Army of the Ohio, ordered to reinforce 
Grant, I, 273; arrangements for, at Ham¬ 
burg Lauding, 273; in battle of Shiloh, 301, 
302; center of HaUeck’s army at Pittsburg 
Landing, 307 ; reports of Shiloh sent to 
Halleck from, 308; to repair Memphis 
and Charleston railroad, 317 , 318,326; pos¬ 
sibilities of early capture of Chattanooga 
by, 333; plight of animals belonging to the, 
II, 34; strength, 238; ordered to reinforce 
Thomas, 238; Morgan’s raids in rear of, 
354; commanded by Burnside, 382; in 
Sherman’s movement against Johnston, 
422 

Army of the Potomac, the “ regular brig¬ 
ade” in the, I, 231; Grant’s interest in its 
movements, 382, 383; in battle of Chatta¬ 
nooga, II, 20; visit to, at Brandy Station, 
45-47; changes in, 46; Meade in command, 
47, 399,404; an independent command, 55; 
position on the Rapidan, 55; difficulty of 
provisioning, 55; center of the united ar¬ 
mies, 56, 71; supported by the Ninth 
Corps, 56; principal protection of Wash¬ 
ington, 57, 401; confronted by Lee on the 
Rapidan, 57; reinforced by Burnside, 58, 
62,408; Grant to stay with, 58; Sheridan 
to command the cavalry, 60; question of 
moving by right or left flank, 61; reduc¬ 
ing transportation, 63; question of mov¬ 


ing by water to the Jam 1 
operations in rear of, 67; 
Army of the James, 73-7 € 
rejoins, 79, 80, 406 ; grand 
et seq., 404; organization, 
forage, and supplies, 96; a 
lery, 97; quartermaster’s 
411; ordered to march ligla 
May 5, 1864,106; skill in i: 
117; movement by the lef 
orders for night marches 
assumes its retreat, 121,12 
to Richmond, 122; Sheri< 
cut loose from, 133; reduci 
144,183; Sheridan again wi 
right wing from positioi 
North Anna, 154 et seq.; r 
of Northern Virginia for, 1*1 
at Cold Harbor, 172; atten 
of the James, 174 et se< 
opening of Wilderness ■ 
reinforcements for, 182 
crossing of the James, 18 
reaches the James, 185; 
Army of Northern Virgi 
rejoins, 186, 187; invests 
191, 412; Hunter ordered t 
Wright ordered hack to, 2 
chief of staff, 226; lengt 
cavalry operating nortli 
293; provision for She 
loose from the, 301, 419; o 
on Danville road, 316; its 
forced inarch ordered, 3$ 
camp at Burkesville St£ 
manded by Burnside, 382 ; 
Hooker, 382; territory e 
Lee’s army its objective 
simultaneously with tin 
James, 404; Beauregard T: 
ments against, 408; W. F 
to reinforce, 408; long stn 
of Northern Virginia, 41<1 
the enemy’s right flank, 4 
joins, Mar. 27,1865, 446; < 
airy ordered to City Po 
ments, Mar. 29, 447 
Army of the Tennessee, I 
mand in the, I, 273; rein 
274; commanders of, 274 
day at Shiloh, 286; share i 
right wing of Halleck’s ai 
Landing, 307; reports o 
Shiloh, 308; dissatisfactii 
Corinth, 316; confronted 
327; weakness at Corinth.. 
Army of the Gulf, 478; SI 
to command, 500; in batr 
ga, II, 20; losses at Atla 
asm at Vicksburg, 172, 3 
vice with, 235, 423; Hows: 
command, 235; in Sheri: 
against Johnston, 422; 3 
Banks to Sherman, 424,' 4 
Army of the Valley Distri 
II, 101 

Artillery, surplus of, in A.’ 

mac, II, 97, 144,183 
Ashland, Va., Sheridan <3 
and supplies at, U, 78, 4 
attacked at, 295 
Aspinwall, Colombia, I, 15- 
Athens, Ala., captured by 
Buford’s unsuccessful ai 
Athens, Tenn., Gen. Dodg< 
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Barton, Seth M., II, 101 
Base of supplies, question of operating with 
or without a, I, 353, 359, 360, 411, 417, 427, 


Baton Rouge, La., fall of, 1,317; Grierson’s 
raid at, 408; Canby’s expedition from, II, 
431 

Battery No. io, Gordon’s assault at, II, 296- 
298 

Battery No. n, capture and recapture of, II, 
297, 298 

Battery No. 12 , capture and recapture of, II, 
297, 298 

Battle, C. A., H, 101 

Baxter, A. S., sent to order Wallace to Pitts¬ 
burg Landing, I, 277; Wallace’s interpre¬ 
tation of his orders, 278 

Baxter, Henry, his command, II, 98; in 
battle of the Wilderness, *108 

Bayou Baxter, I, 373, 374 

Bayou Macon, I, 373,374 

Bayou Pierre, I, 401,402,405, 406, 408 

Bayou Vidal, I, 388 

Bean’s Station. Tenn., concentration of 
troops against Breckinridge at, II, 434 

Bear Creek, I, 340, 352 

Beaufort, N. C.,the Fort Fisher expeditions 
at, II, 263, 268, 436, 438 

Beaufort, S. C., Union possession of, II, 53, 
398; Sherman moves his right wing to, 
276 

Beauregard, P. G. T., at Cerro Gordo, 1,100; 
at Shiloh, 298, *299, 302, 303; at Corinth, 
310,312; evacuates Corinth, 315; supersed¬ 
ed by Bragg, 332; danger of his coming to 
Lee’s assistance, II, 66; attacks Butler, 
74; separated from Richmond, 133; sent 
to guard Richmond, 144; commanding 
south, of Richmond, 188; reinforced by 
Hoke, 188; fortifies Petersburg, 189,203; in 
general command, 239; appeals to citizens 
of Georgia, 239; confronting Sherman, 
283; attacked by Kautz, 407; brings rein¬ 
forcements against the Army of the Poto¬ 
mac, 408 

Beaver Dam, Va., recapture of Federal 
prisoners by Sheridan at, II, 78; plan to 
destroy the Virginia Central railroad 
west of, 175; Sheridan destroys depot at, 
406 


Helen garita, the, 1, 11 T, 120 
Belfry, the gun in the, 1,123,124 
Belknap, W. G., member of court of in¬ 
quiry in Gen. Scott’s case, I, *135 
Bell, Louis, in assault on Fort Fisher, II, 
269; killed, *270 

Belle Plain, Va., getting supplies from, II, 


Belleville, Ill., mustering in troops at, 1,187 
Belmont, Mo., contemplated attack on, I, 
211; the battle of, 219-229 
Benham, H. W., his command, II, 100; su¬ 
perintends bridge-work at the crossing of 
the Chickahominy, *182; dismounted cav¬ 
alry to report to, at City Point, 447 
Benicia Barracks, Cal., the Fourth Infantry 
EtU I» 161 

Benjamin, Calvin, I, *50-53 
Benning, Henry L., n, 101 
Benton, Thomas H., attempt to supersede 
Scott by, I, 92, 93,135 

Benton,” the. Porter’s flagship, running 
the batteries at Vicksburg, 1,386 

* c -’ %hting between John¬ 
ston and Sherman at, H, 285,442 


Bermuda Hundred, Va., seizure of, by But¬ 
ler, II, 73, 406; question of inarching the 
army toward, 180; visit to Butler at, 185, 
186, 412; supplies ordered for Hancock 
from, 187; held.by the Army of the James, 
190, 191, 299; report of engineers at, 200; 
reinforcements for Meade from, 200, 408; 
troops at, informed of capture of outer 
works of Petersburg, 310; Butler’s posi¬ 
tion at, 406-408; the enemy partially re¬ 
tires from, 413; Wright to send troops to, 
413 

Berryville, Va., Sheridan near, II, 419 
Bethel, O., Jesse R. Grant removes from 
Georgetown to, I, 21; a humiliating inci- 
cidentin, 24; visit to parents at, 27 
Bethel, Tenn., Lew Wallace’s march to¬ 
ward, I, 278; Ord’s command at, 335 
Bethesda Church, Va., II, 165, 166 
Beverly, Va., proposed expedition against 
Virginia and Tennessee railroad from, II, 
58, 61, 403 

Big Black River, the dangers of attack on, 

I, 400; reconnaissances ordered toward, 
412; McPherson crosses, 413; McCler- 
nand’s position on. 414, 415; guarding the 
crossing of, 419; the enemy’s design to 
cross, 425; pursuit of the enemy to, after 
Champion’s Hill, 433; Pemberton falls 
back to, 435; possibilities of Pemberton’s 
crossing, 437; Sherman ordered to, 437; 
hopes of crossing, at Bridgeport, 438; bat¬ 
tle of, 438-440; destruction of the bridge 
over, 440; rebridging, 440. 441; demoral¬ 
ization of the enemy at, 443; Federal 
losses and Confederate strength at, 447; 
need of cavalry on, 448; Blair’s work on, 
455; troops on, 457; Sherman assigned to 
command at, 458; Johnston crosses, 458; 
Johnston between Brownsville and, 464; 
Sherman crosses, 482, II, 41; Sherman’s 
troops on, 1,482, 484; Osband’s operations 
on, II, 431 

Big Black River Bridge, success of the Army 
of the Tennessee at, II, 173 
Big Blue, battle of the, II, 427, 428 
Big Lick, N. C., Stoneman destroys the rail¬ 
road at, II, 458 • 

Big Sandy, McClernand at, 1,413; Sherman 
moves to, 413 

Big Shanty, Ga., Hood reaches, II, 429 
Big South Fork, Cumberland River, I, 511 
Big Sunflower River, water communications 
Of, I, 377 

Bird’s Point, Mo., orders to troops at, I, 
211; Col. Oglesby appointed to command 
at, 214 

Bimey, D. B., in battle of the Wilderness, 

II, 108; in battle of Spottsylvania, *129, 
131, 135, 136; Mott’s brigade assigned to, 
139; sent to Tyler’s assistance, 143; in 
battle of Cold Harbor, 166; returns to 
Hancock, 177; commanding Hancock’s 
corps, 190; in investment of Petersburg, 
191; threatening movements against Rich¬ 
mond, 209, 218; captures Fort Harrison, 
421; moves to Hatcher’s Run, 450 

Black Bayou, water communications of, I, 
377; Sherman’s expedition on, 378, 379 
Black Fort, Monterey, the, I, 80, 82 
Black River. See Big BLACK RIVER. 

Black’s Station, Va., Kautz’ s raid at, II, 
407 

Blackwater River, the, II, 407, 447 

Blair, Austin, governor of Michigan, I, 
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*334 ; appoints Sheridan colonel of 2d Mi¬ 
chigan Cavalry, 334 

Blair, Frank P., leader of the Free-Soil 
Democracy m St. Louis, I, *169,188 : raises 
a regiment, 188 ; ordered to Grand Gulf 
412; arrival before Jackson, *420; joins 
Mcdemand, 423 ; reaches New Auburn 
423 ; ordered to Bolton, 425 ; near Raymond 
426; near Auburn, 426; his command 
turned over to McClemand, 428 ; ordered to 
Edward s Station, 428 ; at Champion’s Hill 
428, 431, 432, 436, 447 ; ordered to Bridge- 
port, 437,438,441 ; raid up the Yazoo, 454 , 
456; troops sent to Mechanicsburg, 455 * 
c ? a ^ cfcer an<i military ability, 480 ; crosses 
the Tennessee at Eastport, 612 ; reinforces 
Sherman, II, 8G; commanding the Seven¬ 
teenth Corps, 234 ; quits the field for po¬ 
litical purposes, 234; returns to Ms com¬ 
mand, 235 

Bliss, W. W. S., adjutant-general to Gen. 

Taylor, I, *68 ; death of, 164 
Bliss, Zenas R., II, 100 
Blockade, Great Britain insists on effective, 
II, 261 ; the naval, 398 
Blockade-runners, capture of one at Savan¬ 
nah. II, 252; principal inlet for, 261,435; 
capture of, at Fort Fisher. 262 
Blue Ridge, boundary of Union holdings, n, 
63 ; operations in the, 152, 216, 220,226,420 
Boggs, Harry, in business with, 1, 168 
Boggs & Grant, the firm of, 1,168 
Bolivar, Tenn., threatened by the enemy, 
I, 327, 332, 344; guarding the Mississippi 
Central railroad at, 327, 352 ; skirmishing 
near, 329; repulse of the enemy at, 332; 
Ord’s command at, 335; reinforcing Cor¬ 
inth from, 336, 338; reinforced, 336, 344: 
repairing the railroad at, 352 ; movement 
on Grand Junction from, 352 
Bolton, Miss., troops ordered to, 1, 425, 428; 
Hovey at, 426 ; capture of, 426 ; Steele en 
route to, 428 ; Sherman’s march from Jack- 
son to, 437; Sherman concentrates at, 482 
Boone, N. C., Stoneman’s movement via, II, 
458 


Boonville, Mo., Grant ordered to secure cash 
from banks in, I, 209; Sheridan’s victory 
at, II, 334 

Booth, L. F., colonel 1st Alabama colored 
regiment, II, 425 

Bottom’s Bridge, Va., Sheridan at, II, 79; 
Wright ordered to send troops to, 177 

Bourbon County, Ky., early visit to, 1,16 

Bowen, John S., commanding at Port Gib¬ 
son, I, *402, 403; hearer or Pemberton’s 
proposals at Vicksburg, 465; Grant re¬ 
fuses to meet, 466; conference with A. J. 
Smith, 467; anxiety for complete surren¬ 
der, 467 

Bowers, T. S., on Grant’s staff, II, *69; de¬ 
tects William Swinton eavesdropping, 69, 
70; letter to, April 2, 1865, 313 

Bowles, P. D., II, 101 

Bowling Green, Ky., the Confederate line 
at, I, 232; Buell confronting Buckner at, 
233; fortifications of, 265; Johnston’s re¬ 
treat from, 266; capture of, 304 

Bowling Green, Va., Hancock’s march to, 
II, 146 

Boyd’s Neck, S. C., Hatch’s expedition at, 
IT, 432 

Boydton plank road, movements on the, 
II, 422; union line at, 450-452; Griffin at¬ 
tacked near, 451 


Bragg, Braxton, possibilities of injuring, 
after Corinth, 1,318; at Rome, Ga., *329; 
supersedes Beauregard, 332; despatches 
troops from Tupelo to Chattanooga, 332; 
march to theOhio River,336; aiming to pre¬ 
vent reinforcement of, in Middle Tennes¬ 
see, 336, 337; reinforces Johnston, 448,492; 
proposed movement against, from Mobile 
as a base, 484, 485; Rosecrans ordered to 
move against, 492; confronting Rosecrans 
at Murfreesboro, 492 Rosecrans’s tactical 
skill against, 493; moves against Rosecrans, 


roads into Chattanooga, 495; report of 
condition of the Union garrison at Chat¬ 
tanooga, 507; Pres. Davis’s visit to, 507, 
n, 20, 21; preparations for attacking, I, 
520, 524; reported withdrawal from Chat¬ 
tanooga, II, 1; advises withdrawal of non- 
combatants from Chattanooga, 1; designs 
concerning Knoxville, 2; in battle of Chat¬ 
tanooga, 12; operations against Sherman, 
13; threatens Baird’s advance, 14; loses 
control of Ms men at Missionary Ridge, 
17; mistakes at Chattanooga, 20, 29, 30; 
difference between Longstreet and, 21; 
personal acquaintance with, 21; personal 
characteristics, 21, 22; danger of his at¬ 
tacking Burnside, 25; retreat toward Dal¬ 
ton, 25; completeness of his rout, 25; 
strength at Chattanooga, 29; disliked by 
Ms soldiers, 31; superseded by J. E. John¬ 
ston, 42; leaves Wilmington, 249,435; com¬ 
manding at Wilmington, 264; calls for re¬ 
inforcements, 264 

Branch ville, Ga., importance of capturing 
ports to the east of, II, 250 
Brandon, Miss., Steele ordered to, I, 483; 

Sherman reaches, H, 41 
Brandy Station, Va., visit to Army of the 
Potomac at, n, 45-47; as base of supplies; 
62,401; Meade to collect strength at, 63 
Brannan, J. M., operations on the CMcka- 
mauga, II, *5 
Bratton, John, H, 101 

Brazos Santiago, 1,59,64,93. See also Point 
ISABEL. 

Breckinridge, John C., the contest between 
Lincoln and, I, *172; reinforces Lee, H, 
151; ordered to the defense of the Shen¬ 
andoah Valley, 193; reinforcements called 
for, from, 408; operations in East Tennes¬ 
see 434 

Breese, K. R., commands naval brigade at 
Fort Fisher, H, *269 

Brevet rank, difficulty between Twiggs and 
Worth concerning, 1,73, 74 
Brewster, W. R., II, 97 
Brice’s Cross Roads, Miss., battle Of, II, 197 


Bridge Creek, I, 309 

Bridgeport, Ala., troops ordered to, I, 437, 
438 ; arrival of Sherman and Blair at, 441; 
Rosecrans loses the river road to, 494; 
terminus of Union possession of railroad 
between Nashville and Chattanooga, 495; 
Grant at, en route for Chattanooga, 498; 
opening the ‘‘cracker line” to, 501 ; con¬ 
centration of reinforcements at, 504 ; the 
Tennessee opened from Lookout Valley to, 
505; transportation and supplies at, 506, 
513 ; navigation of the Tennessee between 
Kelly’s Ferry and, 506 ; Sherman arrives 
at, 516-518 ; Sherman’s trip from Chatta¬ 
nooga to, 523 ; communication with Chat- 




■ttw 


i*r\ 


iii, i, 

th 4 


I 




I W 1 ' * ” 

. 4 4 

*, iV I 14 
Jl. m 

14; h | '* *, t 




t , li <j 


t 


o< 

1M i, | 

ii 1 1 it 

n. « » !* 

1 ii-, ,i 

it-*" >.| ' 

■ 1 i 


VV i 




1» 


! «“ # ‘I! > 4 

|l i, ♦ 14 i fi\ > u t I - 

Hi **% 1} 4 i H „ ti , *«* 
H fc I 'fi, y ‘ . i 

H-S'C 1 ♦* t s ‘ <* " , < * 

*. »* * 1 It , & 

tkUitfi til < , | 

H>vUlf tot *1 

, I, *» ! * < V» t * 

lit *!M***m» fi, Mi4 * <*j» 

l*»J ill, II ,41 I 
lit *#ti, 4# 1? ?t i 4 

ii? y ■* jj, | M t ! .11 

I * }* » > * «♦ 

ifi l|»4> '<»■ >»i» ' " 1 >' 

| »» *»*!/# «♦»{ 

t i <4 »t ' l t •< ij» i . 

li»< 1 Hii4» !<• , l» * I 

|| I >11*4, *’*41 I I* , < 1 

Hi . t * 4 - > ■ ’ 5 . < 1 

III 4‘J I H I » I < . 

, I, i < 11 1 ” oil , 

|f , M? 1 »,f M< I 

I 4*t r M * I i if j < 


|$ f.iljl f i «*> * . 4i'n*i ‘ 
Hf tlf* f ‘’I’M, | # f » ill 

I? I|»* Hi * . t . 1 1 ff I 

| #411 Ihii * 111, i « *, * 
M4»*i i imviI #t i l i* j , c* 


* 4 


.tut** 

l h 


V <i » 4 > *H i' tl i tU ‘ i / , ! * , l - •» I 

f, MM f U f*'.- i »t u i '4 <- 4 , < ( t i? M > , H 

lit* * J <|| n t* 4' H* 4 *i i j H < > » | s , h 

fill |.-f HUB# . , 4 * 4* Hi H » . i f % -a » 

* ii*» * J * m ’• < ? ? * '< 5 >* f f , * , 

)P I K i tit ( » A i t * i > 

lllf* # i||f iS ?«l #1 *%t i \iU l>fl jr 

rt ft fillllh’ til* #i P ii. >il f , »t i , i 

it < mf' nw n in ni i‘ '**! *,• i , i 

| # l J |»* 4 ill# • «| | J ( V h « » 4 ? * | 1 ^ f ai 

*l4f|**S Mi ifilliQ 4 Wiir.Sfi 0» * 4 i j J 

nf, i , i ^ f*«it * «? Hu if* a* 1 ^ <> i 

fifliMi** ifsifwi t *f l*‘ # ! hi* ^ | 140.4 # 

f(t«ftf«§.in nil | M | ( inn* f <iM4 «4 l|«4 * * ' 

1 Smt 4 h|i*i» #**4 ./I s » || H ( *< s? iff ^ •*' a, 41 
i r' a# , HI |jt«'«s H | 4 *<1 r f »« 

f«»Hii|| Instil |i| f||r % r h V*i«i »»m| 4 
W»t« #l|t»»W|»|*ff J *H« Wifil l*» * *h*t ' 4'i4<» 
r#tiiiin#ii4 <i $1, ia # %a 4 4 v m 4nis *u*u # 




r ^ 4 * h * * *" t 

it 1 n I, i /, hi % hr c * #t it 

fi . ai 4* f f of (fctf f . *■, »i 5/* J '<e> 

«lr !# ^ * '.i»41" 4|j 41 « 'l <* m W 




INDEX 


469 


ton, 99; notified of the successful crossing: 
of the Rapidan, 99,404 ; crosses the Ram- 
dan, 107 ; m battle of the Wilderness, 109- 
111,113,114, 405 ; loses a colored division, 
110; orders for movement, May 7. 1864, 
120; ordered to support Warren, 123: 
crosses the. Ny, 126, 127; in battle of 
Spottsylvania, 126, 127 , 129, 131, 132 , 134 , 
136, 137 ; orders to, for cooperation with 
Hancock, 134, 135 ; movement of Warren 
and Wright to left of, 140; ordered to 
draw Leo from his intrenchments, 145 ; 
attacks on, 147 ; held at Spottsylvania, 
147 ; Lee’s policy to attack Wright and, 
147; at Gumey’s Station, 148; ordered to 
Jericho Bridge, 148; sent to New Bethel 
Church, 148 ; moves to the North Anna, 
150,151 ; movement, May 27 , 1864, 156; on 
the Pamunkey, 157, 158; position, May 30, 
1864,158, 161 ; attack on, June 1, 1864,164; 
movement to Betkesda Church, 165; at¬ 
tack on, June 2,1864,165 ; failure to follow 
up advantage, 165; orders for June 3,1864, 
166 ; m battle of Cold Harbor, 167 ; opin¬ 
ion of the situation at Cold Harbor, 168; 
movement, June 4, 1864, 177 ; crosses the 
Chickahominy, 181,182 ; in investment of 
Petersburg, 191, 198-203; his division 
commanders at Petersburg, 202 ; his 
commands, 382; military and personal 
characteristics, 383; at crossing of the 
Rappahannock and the Alexandria rail¬ 
road, 404 ; remarkable march of his troops, 
405 


Burnsville, Miss., operations at, I, 273, 338, 
340, 341, 342 

Burton, H. S., IT, 100 

Butler, B. F., commanding the Army of the 
James, II, *56; reinforced by Gillmore, 58, 
62, 406; strength on the James, 58, 62; to 
operate on the south side of the James, 58, 
62, 402, 403; to move on Richmond via the 
James River, 59, 62; movements against 
Petersburg, 59, 142, 410; visits to, 60, 185, 
186, 404; to seize City Point, 62, 402; coop¬ 
eration with Meade, 63,401,402,408; moves 
up the James, 65, 66,73, 406; embarks at 
Port Monroe, 73; seizes City Point and 
Bermuda Hundred, 73, 119, 406; his objec¬ 
tive point, 73, 402; neglects to attack Pe¬ 
tersburg, 73; sends cavalry against the 
Weldon railroad, 73, 133, 406; operations 
at Drury’s Bluff, 73, 74, 140, 142, 144, 407; 
reduction of his force, 74; Ms position 
likened to a “ bottle,” 74-76, 407, 408; his 
services in the war, 76; Sheridan ordered 
to draw supplies from, 77; Sheridan com¬ 
municates with, 78, 79, 406; moves accor¬ 
ding to programme of spring campaign, 
106; fears that Lee would crush, 119,121, 
175; cooperation of W. F. Smith’s (18th) 
corps with, 154, 178,179, 185,186, 402; rein¬ 
forcements from, at Cold Harbor, 163; in¬ 
quiries about Ms position, 178; Abercrom¬ 
bie ordered to send troops to, 178; letter 
to, June 11, 1864, 178; reinforcements for, 
179, 402, 413-415; instructions to, concern¬ 
ing movement on Petersburg, 179; di¬ 
rected to provide for crossing of the army 
at City Point, 179, 185; sinks stone boats 
in the James, 182,185; movement against 
Petersburg, 186,413; informed as to Han¬ 
cock’s movements, 186; bridges the James 
at Deep Bottom, 199,414; warned to expect 
attack from Lee, 199; failure of movement 


°? 5°^ sid® of th© James, 225,422 ; defeat 
of’13,1864,225,422; operations against 
5°£f^>8her, 249,262-267,435-437; returns to 
Fort Monroe, 267; Adm. Porter's bittercom- 
plamts of, 267; on the Confederate anny, 
292; instructions to, for spring campaign, 
1864, 401; proposed investment of Rich¬ 
mond by, 402; importance of Ms suc¬ 
ceeding in movement against Richmond, 
403; sends cavalry to West Point, 406 ; 
reconnoiters toward the Petersbnrg and 
Richmond railroad, 406; sums up Ms oper¬ 
ations, 406,407; forces the CMckahominy, 
406,407; telegram to Stanton, May 9,1864, 
406,407; engagement with Hill, 407 ; forced 
hack, 414; threatens Richmond, 420; letter 
to, Dec. 6, 1864, 435, 436; superseded by 
Ord, 439 

Butler, M. C., H, 102 

Butler, W. O., at Monterey, I, *80,82, 85; suc¬ 
ceeds Gen. Scott, 135 

Buzzard’s Roost, Ga., operations against 
Johnston at, H, 422,423 


Cahawba River, Wilson destroys bridge 
over, n, 459 

Cairo, Ill., Grant’s headquarters at, I, 211, 
213; expedition to Paducah from, 214; ex¬ 
changing prisoners at, 216, 217; movement 
against Belmont from, 219: return to, 227; 
meetings with rebel officers at, 230; for¬ 
mation of the District of, 233; securing 
flotilla at, 235,236; provisioning Fort Don- 
elson prisoners at, 258; Nelson sends 
troops to, 262; Gen. Cullnm at, 267: tel¬ 
egraphic communication with Paducah 
and Smithland, 268; holding the Missis¬ 
sippi at, 352; Grant ordered to, 489, 490; 
Adm. Porter at, 498 

California, negotiations for cession of, I, 

115; purchase 134; flush times in, 159-161; 
the journey to, in 1852, 160; gambling in, 
161,165,166 

Camargo, Mex., arrival of troops at, I, 76, 
77 79 93 

Camden. Ark., Steele at, II, 427 

Campbell, J. A., Confederate Assistant Sec¬ 
retary oi "War, H, *287; Peace Commis¬ 


sioner, 287 

2amp Jackson, Mo., seizure of, 1,187-190; 
exchange of prisoners from, 216,217 

2 amp Salubrity, I, 31, 32, 34-36 

:anby, E. R. S., Buell declines to serve 
under, H, 50; succeeds Banks in com¬ 
mand, *81,142; commanding Department 
of the Gulf, 81; proposed movement on 
Savannah, 230, 231; hampered by Price’s 
movements, 232; strength, 274; reinforced 
by Thomas, 274, 279, 443; ordered to 
move against Mobile, Montgomery, and 
Selma, 274, 277, 279, 444; to campaign in 
the interior from the Gulf, 275; com¬ 
manding at New Orleans, 277 ; movement 
from Mobile Bay, II, 278, 367,442,444, 446, 
448; dilatoriness of, 278-280, 366; letter 
from Grant to, 279,280; asks the War De¬ 
partment to assign Granger to command, 
279; advised not to put Granger m com¬ 
mand, 279; urged to destroy radroads, 
280; military character, 372; kiUcdmthe 
Lava Beds, 372; commanding Military 
Division of the West Mississippi, 427; 
orders A. J. Smith to disperse rebels on 
the Mississippi, 427; sends Granger to 
cooperate with Farragut at Mobile, 427; 
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ordered to reinforce the armies before 
Richmond, 427; proposal to reinforce, 429; 
proposal tliat Tie hold the Mississippi 
River, 429; proposal that he get Colum¬ 
bus, Ga., 429; expeditions from Baton 
Rouge and Vicksburg, 431; A. J. Smith 
ordered to report to, 439; informed of 
Wilson’s operations, 459; Taylor and Kir¬ 
by Smith surrender to, 459 
Cane River, battle of, II, 426 
Canton, Miss., the enemy’s strength at, I, 
449; Osband’s operations near, II, 431 
Cape Fear River, defenses of the, II, 261, 
264; operations on, 280, 281, 435, 437, 441, 
442; difficulty of blockading, 435; in Union 
control, 439 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., headquarters at, I, 
211; meeting Gen. Prentiss at, 212 
Capron, Horace, reports Stoneman lost, II, 

*91 

Carlin, W. P-, reports to Hooker at Lookout 
Mountain, II, *10 

“ Carondelet,” the, at Fort Donelson, I, 246; 

running the batteries at Vicksburg, 386 
Carr, E. A., at battle of Port Gibson, I, 
*403; advances to Bolton, 426; at Cham¬ 
pion’s Hill, 428, 433; at Edward’s Station, 
435; in battle of Black River Bridge, 438, 
439 

Carroll, Samuel S., his command, II, 97; 
wounded in the wilderness, 108; in battle 
of the Wilderness, 108,*113; recommended 
for brigadier-generalship, U. S. Vols., 139 
Carrollton, La., Grant reviews Banks’s 
army at, I, 487 
Carruth, Sumner, II, 100 
Casey, Silas, at Chapultepec, I, *120 
Casey, T. L., report on the powder-boat at 
Fort Fisher, II, 263 

Cassville, Ga., pursuit of Johnston to, II, 
423 

Catharpin Furnace, Va., operations at, II, 

115.126 

Catharpin road, movements on the, II, 110, 

126.127 

Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, or¬ 
ganization or, II, 99 

Cedar Creek, movements, engagements, etc., 
at, II, 144, 222, 223, 403, 411, 420 
Cedartown, Ga., Hood’s movement by, II, 
430 

Cerralvo, Mex., Taylor’s troops at, I, 79 
Cerro Gordo, Mex., battle of, I, 99-102 
Chaffin’s Bluff (Farm),Va., Ord’s action at, 
II, 218, 421 

Ghagres River, travel on the, I, 154,155 
Chaleo, Lake, I, 108,109 
Chamberlain, J. L., wounded before Peters¬ 
burg, and commissioned brigadier-gen¬ 
eral II 189 

Chambersburg, Pa., battle of, 11,54; Mc- 
Cansland destroys, 204, 283, 417 
Chambersburg, Va., Stoneman at, II, 458 
Chambliss, J. R., II, 102 
Champion’s Hill, Miss., topography, I, 426, 
429, 431; battle Of, 428-436, 443, 447, II, 173 
Chancellorsville, Va., movements and inci¬ 
dents at, II, 101,103, 111, 120 
Chandler, Zachariah, 1,153 
Chapman, George H., II, 99 
Chapultepec, capture of, I, 116, 118, 120; 

Mexican celebration of its capture, 131 
Charles City Court House, Va., movements 
at, II, 182, 410 

Charleston, S.C., firing on Fort Sumter from, 


I, 183; Sherman plans seizure of points 
near, 11,273; Sherman proposes to threat¬ 
en, 276, 429, 430; the hotbed of secession, 
276; threatening, 277; its defensive posi¬ 
tion, 277; Sherman passes by, 277 ; evacua¬ 
tion of, 278, 283, 442, 444; Foster’s expedi¬ 
tion to destroy railroad betw een Savannah 
and, 431 

Charlestown, W. Va., expedition against 
Virginia and Tennessee railroad from, II. 
58, 61,403; meeting of Sheridan and Grant 
at, 214, 215, 419 

Charlotte, N. C., movements near, II, 444, 
458 

Charlottesville, Va., Sheridan’s operations 
at, II, 77, 176, 221, 293, 294, 445; Hunter’s 
operations at, 152, 176, 411, 412; proposed 
junction of Sheridan and Hunter at, 192, 
194, 410; necessity of breaking railroad 
communications at, 409 

Chattahoochee River, the, Johnston retreats 
across^ II, 87,423; Sherman gains posses¬ 
sion of, 87,423,424; Sherman proposes tak¬ 
ing, 231, 430 

Chattanooga, Tenn., possibilities of early 
capture of, I, 261, 318, 333; abandoned by 
Johnston, 267; Confederate lines at, 304, 
502, 503; possibilities of avoiding the battle 
of, 318; boundary of Halleck’s district, 
326; Bragg’s movement toward, 329, 332; 
Buell’s march to, 332, 333; orders for the 
relief of, 487; Rosecrans driven into, 487, 
488, 494; C. A. Dana at, 491, II, 28; scheme 
to capture, T, 492; Bragg’s possession of 
roads iuto, 495; strategic importance, 495; 
lack of supplies at, 495,496, 503; to be held 
at all hazards, 497; desperate condition, 
497; Grant at, 499, II, 26, 42; building 
steamboats at, I, 499,11, 19, 34; personal 
inspection of the situation at, I, 501; the 
enemy’s view of the garrison at, 501, 507; 
topography, 502; the Army of the Cumber¬ 
land besieged in, 503; securing the bridge 
at, 505; opening a line of supplies for, 505- 
509; the picket-line at, 509,510; importance 
of expelling the enemy from the neigh¬ 
borhood of, 515; lack of draught animals 
at, 515, 516; meeting between Grant and 
Sherman at, 518; Grant’s orders for bat¬ 
tle, 518, 519; plan of Thomas’s assault at, 
520; Hooker’s route to, 521; plans of the 
battle, 522; Sherman’s trip to Bridgeport 
from, 523 ; Bragg advises withdrawal of 
non-combatants from, II, 1; battle of, 12 
et seq.; the tunnel at, 13; Sheridan’s and 
Wood’s charge at, 15,16; troops participa¬ 
ting in battle, 19; consideration of the vic¬ 
tory at, 20; Bragg’s mistakes at, 20,29,30; 
the battle fought as planned, 23; secured 
to the National troops, 24, 53; Sherman’s 
arduous services at, 27; numbers engaged 
at, 29; Union and Confederate losses, 29, 
31; communication between Bridgeport 
and, 29; importance of the victory, 30; 
perilous situation of the Union army, 
30; Thomas in command at, 32, 82, 238, 
256 ; trip from Nashville to, 34; Sherman 
at, 54, 57; plans for Sherman’s advance 
from, 58, 61; the Army of the Cumberland 
at, 82; Sherman accumulates supplies at, 
* 82, 83; Sherman sends troops to, 232, 431; 
Thomas ordered back to Nashville and, 
233; Sherman proposes to garrison, 237; 
reinforced, 238; Sherman authorized to 
give up the railroad from Atlanta to, 238, 
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430; Sherman suggests destruction of rail- 
road lrom Atlanta to, 252, 430: guardinl 
the road from Nashville to, 256; Thoms 
■warned against losing the road to, 257 - 
pontoon bridge wrongly sent to, 260- 
llookor s achievements at, 382 ; Union 
holdings near, 398; Sherman moves 
against Johnston from, 422 8 

Ghatt anoogaCreek, the Nationalposition on, 

I, 4 )4,11,10; topography, 502, 503, 509; the 

picketrlino at, 1,509,510; Confederate hon¬ 
ors for the opposing General at, 509, 5io- 
plans for crossing, 519, 522; position of 
Army oi the Cumberland on, II, 2; ooera- 
tions on, 9,10; Hooker's detention at, 14 , 
18; destruction of bridge over, 14, 18* 
Ilookor crosses, 19 ’ 

Chattanooga Valley, the National troops in- 
trenclioaat, I, 494; Confederate lines in 
503; orders to concentrate troops in, 519 ; 
plan for Hooker to get into, 519, 520; plan 
to got Hooker past, 621 , 522; the Federal 
lines in, II, 10 ; Hooker’s work in, planned 
beforehand, 23; Hooker’s achievements 
at, 383 

Cheatham, B. F., with Hood at Franklin, 

II, 254; pursues Stanley, *255 
Cheraw, S. C., valuable property stored in, 

II, 283, 284; Sherman marches from Co¬ 
lumbia to, 284 

Chesapeake and Ohio canal, necessity of 

securing the, II, 419 

Chesapeake Bay, as source of supplies, II, 
02; Butler’s movements on, 73; country 
of the tributaries of, 96; breaking of tele¬ 
graph cable across, 204 
Chesterfield, Va., Sheridan rejoins the Army 
of the Potomac at, II, 80 
Chesterfield Ford, the Second Corps at, 
148, 153 

Chewalla, Tenn., movements at, 1,344, 348 
Chicago, Ill., collecting boats from, I, 386; 
treason in the Democratic Convention at, 
II, 217 

Chickahominy River, actions, movements, 
etc., on the, II, 54, 78, 79, 96, 157, 165, 166, 
174, 175, 177-179, 181, 182, 406-408, 410, 446 
Chickamauga, Ga., possibilities of avoid¬ 
ing the battle of, I, 318; battle of, 488; 
494; plan for cavalry operations above, 
518 

Chickamauga Creek, I, 502; operations, po¬ 
sitions, etc., on, 517, 519, n, 9, 10, 17, 18. 
See also North Chickamauga ; South 
Chickamauga. 

Chickamauga Station, Rherman’s cavalry 
moves against, II, 7 „ „ , , 

Chickamauga Valley, plan of Hooker s 
movements toward, 520 
Chickasaw, Ala., Wilson’s expedition moves 
from, 468 

Chickasaw Bayou, road-making at, I, 443, 
448 

Childs, Thomas, in battle of Palo Alto, I, 
*68 

ChiUicothe, Mo., threatened by Price, 1,208; 
Grant ordered to secure cash from banks 
in, 209 _ 

Chillicothe, O., early visit to, I, 9 
Cholera, outbreak on the Isthmus, I, 156, 
157 

Christ, Benjamin C., IT, 100 
Christian Association, at Vicksburg, 1,452 
Christiansburg, W. Va., Averell s oper¬ 
ations at, II, 411 


Chula, Va., Kautz’s raid at, H, 407 
Church, slavery supported in the. I 17 • 

fjv 6 !? 011 ^ e ’ ■** 17 ; “ defilement ” of a! 

in Memphis, 324 

Church, Prof., favors Grant’s seeking a 
mathematical professorship, I, so ® 
Churubusco, Mex., battle of, I, m m 
Cigarettes, use of, in Mexico, I, 42* 
Cincinnati, O., visits to, I, 9 .24: failure te 

villeto, H, 48; Grant leaves Sherman in, 
81 ; transporting Schofield’s command to 
Annapolis from, 274 w 

Ci ^37 despatches ’ trouble concerning, II, 
Citico Creek, H, 2, 3, 7 
ci f, y J? oint » Va -» Butler to seize, H, 62, m- 
Butler captures, 73,119,406 ,* pontoons or¬ 
dered to, 159; Abercrombie to move to 
177, 178; Halleck ordered to send rein¬ 
forcements to, 178; arrangements for the 
army to get below, 179,180; W. F. Smith 
(18th Corps) sent to, via White House, m 
181, 185, 186,410; Smith’s, action between 
Petersburg and, 186; Sheridan sends pris¬ 
oners to, 193; Grant at, 215,357, 413 ; Logan 
visits Grant at, 259; arrival of the Peace 
Commissioners at, 287; Meade at, cat off 
from communication with. Ms headquar¬ 
ters, 297; the Engineer Brigade to remain 
at, 299; Sheridan reaches,300; the President 
at, 289, 290, 308, 310, 817, 320; meeting of 
Sherman and Lincoln at, 363; Kaate 
reaches, 407; the Sixth Corps ordered to, 
413; interruption of communication be¬ 
tween Washington and, 417; Grant leaves 
for Monocaey, 418; Grunt leaves, on visit 
to Sheridan at Charlestown, 419; Schofield 
to draw upon, for supplies, 440; Sherman 
ordered to go by water to, 440; dismounted 
cavalry sent to, 447; Parke commanding 
at, 447; Sherman visits Grant at, 449 
City Point and Petersburg railroad, con¬ 
struction of branch between the Weldon 
railroad and, II, 421 

Claiborne Road, Va., Miles meets the en¬ 
emy at, II, 312 

Clarke, Newman S., at San Antonio, I, *111 ; 
at Churubusco, 112 

Clarksville, Tenn., proposal to take, 1,262; 
Confederate evacuation of, 2®; visit to 
C. F. Smith at, 263, 264; capture of, 394; 
garrisoned by Union troops, 317,327; sur¬ 
render Of, 330, 331 , 

Clay, Henry, Jesse R. Grant’s admiration 
for, T > 5 * , 

Cleburne, P. R-, rear-guard for Bragg’s re¬ 
treat, n, *25,26; attack on, at Ringgold, * 
Clermont County, O., Jesse R. Grant set¬ 
tles in Point Pleasant, 1,4; the Simpson 
family in, 7; birth of U. S. Grant in, 7; 
Jesse R- Grant removes to Bethel, 21 
ClevelandjTenn., movementsne&r, 1,512,515, 
517, 518, II, 25 

Clifton, Tenn., Forrest moves toward, H, 
432 * 

Clinch, the river, H, 34 . 

Clinton. Miss., movements at, 1,419,420,427; 
Grant goes to, 427 

Coalfield, Va., Kautz^sraidat, II,407 
Cobb, Howell, Vice President, C. 8. A., sur¬ 
renders at Macon, EC, 459 
Cobb’s Hill, Va., II, 451 
Coehoms, use of wooden, at Vicksburg, I, 
452 
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317; Grant's anomalous position at, 319 ; de¬ 
serted by its inhabitants, 323 ; Grant re¬ 
called from Memphis to, 325, 326 ; reforti¬ 
fying, 327 ; threatened by Van Dorn, 327 ; 
minor battles in vicinity of, 328; com¬ 
munication with Columbus, 328 ; meeting 
Sheridan at, 333; troops at, 335; advance 
of Van Dorn and Price on, 33C; provisions 
for reinforcing, 336-338; the enemy’s de¬ 
termination to attack, 345 ; battle of, 345- 
349; value of the fortifications of, 346; 
danger of rebel capture of, 340; heavy 
losses at, 346, 818; results of the battle, 
349 ; Grant’s strength at, 349 ; movement 
on Grand Junction from, 352; holding 
Memphis and Charleston railroad at, 352 ; 
Sherman starts from Memphis for, 511; 
Forrest escapes to, II, 428 
Corporal punishment in Ohio schools, 1,13 
Corpus Christi, the Fourth Infantry arrives 
at, I, 39 ; a bath in the bay, 40, 41 ; the 
Mexican town of, 41, 42 ; assembling of the 
. army of occupation, 44 ; military life at, 
47 ; trip to San Antonio from, 47-53 ; pre¬ 
parations for an advance from, 54; break¬ 
ing mules at, 54-57 ; advance of the army 
of invasion from, 69 ; review at, 73 
Corse, John M., in battle of Chattanooga, 
II, *13,14 ; defense of Allatoona, 237 
Corse, M. D., II, 101 

Cortez, Hernan, road built by, at Cerro 
Gordo, 1,100 

Corwin, Thomas, attitude toward the Mex¬ 
ican war, I, 45 

Cottage Hill, Miss., Sherman at, I, 356 
Cotton, demoralization of the troops by the 
trade in, I, 331, 332; working plantations 
for the National benefit, 354; export of, 
from Wilmington, II, 435 
Cotton-gin, its influence on slavery, 1,179 
Courtland, Ala., Hood retreats toward, II, 
432 

Covington, Ky., visit to parents at, I, 193; 

plan of Ord’s operations near. II, 61 
Cox’s Bridge, N. C., Sherman at, II, 442 
“ Cracker line,” establishing the, I, .505-509, 
II, 29 

Craig’s Meeting-House, Va., II, 106 
Crawford, Samuel W.,his command, II, 98; 
attacks Anderson at Spottsylvania, *123; 
sent to Tyler’s assistance, 143 : at Jericho 
Ford, 149; junction with Crittenden, 150; 
in battle of Five Forks, 305, 306 
Criminal classes, dangers of the, North and 
South, II, 245 

Critics, a word about, 1,128 
Crittenden, George, ou excursion in Mexi 
co, 1,142 et seq. 

Crittenden, T. L., at Shiloh, I, *287, 288; re¬ 
treats to Chattanooga, 494; question of 
his restoration to duty, II, 48; junction 
with Crawford and Warren, 150; crosses 
the North Anna, 150; engagement with 
Hill, 150 

Crocker, Marcellus M., promoted, brigadier- 

g eneral, 1,350; at Brmnsburg, 401; at Port 
ribson, 406; at battle of Raymond, 415; 
as a commander, *416, 480; death or, 416; 
at battle of Jackson, 421-423; near Bolton, 
426; in battle of Champion’s Hill, 432,433 
Crook, George, commanding in West Vir¬ 
ginia, II, *58, 403, 411; operations against 
the Virginia and Tennessee railroad, 58, 
59, 61, 72, 403; moves according to pro¬ 
gramme of spring campaign, 106; junction 


■with Averell, 181, 411; Hunter’s junction 
with, 192,195,412; driven from Winchester 
by Early, 204; sent out between Burkes- 
ville and Jetersville, 322; moves west of 
Farmville, 332; to take Lewisburg, 403 
Cross, Trueman, killed by Mexicans, I, *64 
Cruces, awaiting transportation at, 1,155,156 
Cruft, Charles, supports Geary on Lookout 
Creek, II, *8; in battle of Lookout Moun¬ 
tain, 8, 9; serving under Hooker at Chat¬ 
tanooga, 20 

Crump’s Landing, Tenn., operations at, I, 
272, 275, 277, 280, 290 

Cuautla, Mex., visit to, 1,145; arrested in, 
146 

Cuernavaca, Mex., occupation of, 1,133; visit 
to, 146, 147 

Cullum, G. W., congratulates Grant on 
capture of Fort Donelson, 1,261; chief of 
staff at Cairo, *267; Grant reports to, 267 
Culpeper Court House, Va., Grant’s head¬ 
quarters at, II, 50, 52, 66; Grant leaves 
for the front, 105; troops ordered to 
Washington via, 220; Grant’s intention to 
fight Lee between Richmond and, 402 
Cumberland, Md., II, 204, 207, 417 1 

Cumberland Gap, I, 511, II, 32, 34 
Cumberland River, the, I, 215, 232-234, 242- 
244, 246, 254, 262, 265,304,317,326, 511, II, 256, 
258, 428, 433 

Curtis, N. M., in expedition against Fort 
Fisher, II, *265, 266, 268-270, 437 
Curtis, S. R., put under Sherman’s com¬ 
mand, I, *357 ; commanding department 
of Kansas, H, 427 

Cushing, Caleb, member of court of inquiry 
in Gen. Scott’s case, 1,135 
Custer, G. A., his command, 11,99; drives 
the enemy from Catliarpin Furnace to 
Todd’s Tavern, *115 ; action at Hawes’s 
Shop, 158; movement against Hampton, 
193 ; in battle of Cedar “Creek, 223 ; com¬ 
manding cavalry division with Sheridan, 
294; ordered south of Appomattox Sta¬ 
tion, 335; engagement at Appomattox 
Station, 336 

Cutler, Lysander, his command, II, 98; at¬ 
tacks Anderson at Spottsylvania, *123; 
succeeds to command of Wadsworth’s 
corps, 123; his division transferred to 
Wright’s corps, 138; at Jericho Ford, 149; 
driven back by Hill, 149 
Cynthiana, Ky., Morgan captures, II, 425 

Dabney’s Mills, Va., interview with Sheri¬ 
dan at, II, 301,302; Grant’s headquarters 
at, 310; Humphreys at, 451 
Dahlgren, J. A., commanding on the South 
Carolina and Georgia coasts, II, *273; to 
seize points near Charleston, 273 
Dallas, Ga., operations at and near, II, 86, 
423, 430 

Dalton, Ga., plan for operations between 
Cleveland and, 1,517, 518; Bragg’s retreat 
toward, II, 25; operations against rail¬ 
roads at, 27, 92, 430; Thomas ordered to 
capture, 43; Johnston confronting Sher¬ 
man at, 48, 57,422; Johnston’s position at, 
83, 399; Schofield’s movement from Knox¬ 
ville to, 83; McPherson’s movement from 
Huntsville to, 83, 84; strength of, 84; 
abandoned by Johnston, 85; Wneeler cuts 
railroad between Resaca and, 92; Sherman 
drives Johnston out of, 140; repulse of 
Wheeler at, 424 
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Dana, Charles A., in the Vicksburg cam¬ 
paign, I, *406 ; sent to Rosecrans’s head¬ 
quarters, 488 ; in Chattanooga, 491 ; com¬ 
munication to Stanton, 491, 492 ; despatch 
from, 617 ; at Chattanooga during the bat¬ 
tle, II, 28 ; accompanies Wilson from Chat¬ 
tanooga to Knoxville, 28 
Daniel, J., II, 101 
Danville, Miss., troops at, I, 335 
Danville, Va., movements at and near, II, 
322,323, 377, 444, 453, 454, 458 
Danville road, movements on and against 
the, II, 140, 231, 299, 301, 316, 322, 324, 407, 
447,449, 450,453 ; Lee’s avenue of escape, 
291, 296, 303, 304,315, 316 
Darby road, the, Kautz’s movement on, II, 
218 ; Butler’s mistake on, 225 
Davies, H. E., Jr., his command, II, 99 ; cap¬ 
tures at Painesville, *324, 325, 447 
Davies, T. A., I, 335 

Davis, Jefferson, on the threatened war, I, 
*178; head of the Southern rebellion, 181; 
visit to Bragg, 507, II, 20, 21; letter to A. 
S. Johnston, 1,297; exalted opinion of his 
own military talents, II, 22; disappointed 
at Johnston’s policy, 227 ; appoints Hood 
to succeed Johnston, 227; denounces Gov. 
Brown and Gen. Johnston, 228; speeches 
at Palmetto and Macon, 227-230, 428, 429; 
appeals to the people of Georgia, 228, 229; 
views of Sherman’s position, 228-230, 429; 
plan of operations in Kentucky and Ten¬ 
nessee, 229,236; feeling between Johnston 
and, 236, 280; agrees with Lee to abandon 
Richmond and Petersburg, 296; abandons 
Richmond, 316; capture of, 368, 370, 371, 
459; feelings of Grant and Lincoln to¬ 
ward, 368, 369; question of his capture in 
female attire, 370, 371 

Davis, Jefferson C., relieves Grant at Jeffer¬ 
son City, I, *210; position, Nov. 24, 18G3, 
11,11; ordered to Chickainauga Station, 
18; serving under Sherman at Chatta¬ 
nooga, 20; commanding the Fourteenth 
Corps, 234; captures Rome, 423 
Davis, Joseph R., II, 102 
Davis's Mills, Miss., pursuing the enemy 
to, 1, 345 

Decatur, Ala., troops sent to Buell via, I, 
330; rebuilding railroad from Nashville 
to, 513-515; Sherman ordered to send 
troops to, II, 39; plan for McPherson to 
cross the Tennessee at, 83; operations be¬ 
tween Atlanta and, 90; Sherman’s line at, 
93; garrisoned by Thomas, 238; Hood 
camps near, 239; Thomas abandons, 250, 
256; Rousseau reinforces Sherman at, 424; 
Hood’s base at, 429; Hood fails to capture, 
-432 

Decatur, Miss., Sherman's narrow escape 
at, II, 41 

Dechard, Tenn., Forrest cuts the railroad 
at, II, 428 

Deep Bottom, Va., Butler bridges the James 
at, II, 199, 414; movements of troops at, 
199, 201; extent of the Union lines from, 
231, 415; Merritt strikes the enemy at, 322; 
action, July 28,1864,415 
Deer Creek, Adm. Porter’s explorations on, 
I, 377 

Deerfield, O., the Grants in, I, 3 
Delano, Susannah, I, 2 
Delaware, represented in Confederate Con¬ 
gress, I, 180; fails to pass ordinance of 
secession, 180 


De Loche,-, hospitality of, I, 321-323 

Democratic Convention of 1864 , declares the 
war a failure, II, 217 

Democratic Party, the Simpsons and the, I, 
6 

Demopolis, Ala., Polk retreats toward, II, 
41 

Denison, Andrew W., II, 98 
Dennis, Elias S., defeats a force near Me- 
don, I, 332 
Dent, Ellen, I, 26 
Dent, Emma, I, 26 

Dent, Frederick T., early friendship with, 
I, 26; sent to make transportation ar¬ 
rangements for the Eighteenth Corps, II, 
178, 179 

Dent, Julia, early friendship and affection 
for, l, 26, 29, 30; engaged to, 29, 30; mar¬ 
ried to, 153 

Department of Arkansas, embraced in Sher¬ 
man’s command, II, 399. See also De¬ 
partment of the Trans-Mississippi. 
Department of Kansas, S. R. Curtis com¬ 
manding in, II, 427 

Department of North Carolina, Schofield as¬ 
signed to command the, II, 439 
Department of the Cumberland, merged in 
the Military Division of the Mississippi, 
I, 491, II, 81; Thomas commanding, 81 
Department of the Gulf, Banks command¬ 
ing, II, 61, 401; Banks succeeded by Can- 
by, 81; Department of the Trans-Missis¬ 
sippi transferred to, 81; constant demand 
for troops by, 84; concentration of stores 
in the, at New Orleans, 234; troops with¬ 
drawn from, 416 

Department of the James, II, 401 
Department of the Mississippi, Halleck 
commanding the, I, 326 
Department of the Missouri, Halleck com¬ 
manding the, 1,231; sends reinforcements 
to Vicksburg, 456 

Department of the Ohio, Buell in command. 
I, 233; merged in the Military Division of 
the Mississippi, 491, II, 81; Foster com¬ 
manding, 34, 43; Schofield commanding, 
81 

Department of the South, Foster command¬ 
ing, II, 431 

Department of the Susquehanna, necessity 
of a supreme commander in the, II, 417; 
merged in the Middle Military Division, 
419 

Department of the Tennessee, Grant in 
command of the, I, 350; Special Orders 
No. HO, 390-392; merged in the Military 
Division of the Mississippi, 491, II, 81; 
McPherson commanding, 81 
Department ofthe Trans-Mississippi, Steele 
commanding, II, 81; transferred to the 
Department of the Gulf, 81 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 
Ord assigned to command, II, 439 
Department of Washington, necessity of a 
supreme commander m, II, 417; merged 
in the Middle Military Division, 419 
Department of West Virginia, expedition 
from the, II. 59; necessity of a supreme 
commander in, 417; merged in the Middle 
Military Division, 419 
De Shroon’s, La., I, 400 
“ De Soto,” the, Ellet loses die, I, 387 
Destiny, man’s inability to control, I, 76 
Destruction of rebel property, policy of, I, 
304,305 
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Detroit, Mich., m garrison at, 1, 153; Zaclia- 
riali Chandler elected mayor, 153 
Devens, Charles, in battle of Cold Harbor. 
II, 167 

Devin, T. C., Ms command, II, 09, *294 
“Diana,” steamer, at Nashville, I, 264 
Dinwiddie Court House, Va., movements at 
and near, II, 303-305,447, 450, u51 
Discipline, lack of, among troops, I, 202 
Dismounted Rifles, the, I, 27 
District of Cairo, I, 233 
District of West Tennessee, Grant in com¬ 
mand of, I, 326 
Divine institution, a, I, 173 
Dix, Roger S., I, *50 

Dodge, G. M., ordered to rebuild the rail¬ 
road between Nashville and Decatur, I, 
*513; skill in railroad building, 513-515; 
providing food and forage for his army, 
514; report of battle of Atlanta, II, 89; re¬ 
commended for promotion, 139; wounded, 
leaves the army, 234 

Doles, George, his command, II, 101; cap¬ 
ture of his division, 138 
Donaldson, J. L., commanding organization 
at Nashville, II, 256 

Dorchester, Eng., Matthew Grant emigrates 
from, I, 2 

Dorchester, Mass., settlement of Matthew 
Grant at, 1, 1 

Douglas, Stephen A., Grant’s party affilia¬ 
tions with, I, *172; acquaintance with, 
191; debates with Lincoln, II, 50 
' Dover, Tenn., operations and incidents at, 

I, 242, 245, 247, 253, 256, 257, 323 

Draft, the, recourse to, 1,369,481; resistance 
to, II, 210 

Draper, Simeon, in charge of abandoned 
and captured property at Savannah, II, 271 
Drury’s Bluff, Va., operations at, II, 73, 74, 
140, 142, 144, 188, 407 

Dublin, W. Va., destruction of the Virginia 
and Tennessee railroad at, II, 72,140 
Duckport, La., canal project, I, 380, 381; 

Sherman’s troops at, 392 
Duck River, Hood destroys bridges over, 

II, 260 

Duelling, views on, I, 37 
Duguidsville, Va., Sheridan’s operations at, 
11,445 

Duncan, James, placed under arrest, I, 
*134; hostility to Gen. Scott, 134,135; re¬ 
leased from arrest, 135 
Dunn, William M., sent to Cairo with des¬ 
patches, I, 474; sent with letters to Sher¬ 
man at Savannah, II, 249 
Dunovant, J., II, 102 

Dutch Gap, Va., depot for exchange of pris¬ 
oners at, 1,469 

Eagle Bend. I, 377, 378 

Early, J ubal A. his command, II, 101; in the 
Wilderness, *114; admission concerning 
the battle, 114,115; succeeds to command 
of Hill’s corps, 124; follows Army of the 
Potomac, 124; crosses the Po, 127; con¬ 
fronts Hancock, 128; attacks Union right, 
143; attacks Warren at Huntley Comers, 
158; repulsed, 159; sent to the valley, 181; 
moves against Hunter, 195; movement 
against Washington, 195-197, 417; retreat 
to Strashurg, 204; drives Crook from Win¬ 
chester. 204; Wright’s pursuit of, 204, 417; 
instructions to commanders operating 
against, 206; strength, 208; confronts Sher¬ 


idan in the Valley, 208; compared with 
Sheridan, 208; reinforcements for, 209, 213 , 
220, 420, 421 ; fears of another attempt to 
capture Washington by, 213; plan to have 
Sheridan attack, 214; attempts to destroy 
the railroad at Martinsburg, 216 ; defeated 
at Opequan Creek, 216, 420 ; bad general¬ 
ship, 216; retreats to Fisher’s Hill, 216; 
fears of reinforcements for, 218; prepares 
to strike Sheridan at Harrisonburg, 220; 
pursues Sheridan, 221; defeated at Fish¬ 
er’s Hill, 221,420 ; intention to crash Sheri¬ 
dan, 222 ; intrenches, 223 ; in battle of Cedar 
Creek, 222 , 223, 420 ; defeated by Sheridan, 
224,420 ; losses in the Valley, 224 ; defeated 
by Sheridan between Staunton and Char¬ 
lottesville, 293 ; movement on Washington, 
381 ; defeated at Strashurg, 420 ; defeated 
by Sheridan at Waynesboro, 445 
East and West, possibility of bickerings 
between, II, 319, 320 ; lack of concert be¬ 
tween Union armies of the, 397 ; the armies 
of the, compared, 460 
East Chickamauga Creek, II, 26 
Eastport, Miss., situation or affairs, opera¬ 
tions, etc., at, I, 233, 244, 268, 317, 498, 512, 
II, 274, 278, 366, 439, 444 
East Tennessee and Virginia railroad, ex¬ 
peditions against the, II, 403,411 
Eaton, John, organizes negro labor, I, *354 
Ebenezer Church, Ala., Wilson defeats For¬ 
rest near, H, 458 
Edgefield, Tenn., Buell at, I, 263 
Education, lack of facilities for, in the West, 
I, 4, 7; U. S. Grant’s early, 8,11,13 
Edward’s Station, Miss., operations at and 
near, I, 415, 420, 424, 427, 428, 431, 477 
Egan, T. W., carries bridge over the North 
Anna, H, *149 

Egypt, Miss., Grierson’s raid at, II, 434 
Eighteenth Army-corps, in battle of Cold 
Harbor, n, 167; strength, 178; sent to But¬ 
ler, 178-180; in Meade’s command, 201; in 
Petersburg mine affair, 201; threatening 
movement against Richmond, 218, 219; 
Weitzel assigned to command, 219; re¬ 
lieved by tbe Second Corps, 415; captures 
Fort Harrison, 421 

Eighth U. S. Infantry, at Corpus Christi, I, 
44 

Electricity, changes wrought by the appli¬ 
cation of, 1,176 

Elections, of 1856, 1, 170,171; of 1860,171-173; 

Of 1862, 481; of 1864, II, 94, 234 
Eleventh Army-corps, I, 503 
Elkins’s Ferry, Ark., junction of Steele and 
Thayer at, II, 426 

Elk River, Sherman detained at, I, 517 
Ellet, Charles R., commanding the Marine 
Brigade, I, 387 ; runs batteries at Grand 
Gulf, 387 ; action on Red River, 387 
Ely’s Ford, Va., II, 98,116, 404 
Emory, W. H., commanding Nineteenth 
Corps, II, *197; in WasMngton, 199; in 
battle of Cedar Creek, 223 
Engineer Brigade, the, II, 182, 299 
Engineer Corps, at Cerro Gordo, 1, 100,101 ; 
at San Antonio, 110, 111 ; at Churubusco, 
113 

England, attitude on the blockade, II, 388; 
share in the Mexican imperial scheme, 388; 
attitude toward the United States in the 
war, 391, 392; the true relations between 
tbe United States and, 391,392; treatment 
, of her colonies, 392 
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« Forest Queen,” the, running tlie batteries 
at Vicksburg, I, 386 

Forrest, Nathan B., escape of, from Fort 
Donelson, I, *265, 257; raid on Grant’s 
communications, 860; W. Sooy Smith sent 
against, II, 40 ; strength and quality of 
his cavalry, 40, 41; military ability, 41, 57, 
229. 278; defeats YV. Sooy Smith, 41 ; force 
in the West, 57; raid in Tennessee, 63, 428, 
432; captures Fort Pillow, 63, 425; raid to 
Paducah, 63, 425; captures Union City, 63, 
425; report of the capture of Fort Pillow, 
64; opinion concerning negro soldiers, 64; 
defeats Sturgis, 197, 424; harasses Sher¬ 
man’s rear, 197; defeated by A. J. Smith, 
198, 425; operations in Tennessee and 
Kentucky, 229, 236; capture of gunboats 
by, 229, 432 ; danger of his crossing the 
Cumberland, 257; operations in Missis¬ 
sippi, 278, 399, 424; raids of, 354, 355; ex¬ 
hausted by his success, 424; crosses the 
Tennessee near Waterloo, 428; skirmish 
at Pulaski, 428; captures garrison at Sul¬ 
phur Branch trestle, 428; escapes to 
Corinth, Miss., 428; junction with Hood, 
432; captures at Johns on ville, 432; sur¬ 
prised by Grierson at Verona, 434; Wilson’s 
raid against, 368, 458; defeated at Selma, 
459 

Fort Anderson, N. C., Union occupation of, 
II, 441 

Fort Blakely, Ala., carried by assault, II, 
367, 458 

Fort Brown, Tex., building of, I, 63, 64; 
siege of, 66; relief of the garrison, 72 

Fort Caswell, N. C., blown up by the enemy, 
II, 270, 275, 439 

Fort de Russy, La., captured by A. J. Smith, 
II, 426 

Fort Donelson, Tenn., possible results of the 
capture of, I, 177 ; Confederate position 
at, 232 ; strategic value of, 233, 244 ; hinder¬ 
ing reinforcements to Buckner from, 233 ; 
proposal to capture, 241; situation, 212, 
243 ; investment of, 243 ot scq.; march from 
Fort Henry to, 244 ; the gunboats at, 244- 
250; the National line at, 245; sufferings 
of the troops at, 245, 249; hospital ar¬ 
rangements at, 246 ; visit to Foote on the 
flag-ship at, 249, 250; Confederate sortie 
at, 250-252 ; Confederate council of war at, 
254 ; surrender of, 254-258 ; escape of pris¬ 
oners at, 257 ; burying the dead at, 257 ; 
numbers of Confederate and National 
troops at, 258 ; receiving reinforcements 
at, 268 ; Halleck’s views on the capture of, 
260 ; effect of its fall, 260-262, 303,304 ; John¬ 
ston’s opinion concerning, 267 ; orders to 
leave a small garrison at, 268 ; garrisoned 
by Union troops, 317,327 ; under Col. Ma¬ 
son’s command, 330, 331 ; attempted cap¬ 
ture of, by the enemy, and repulse, 331 

Fort Fisher, N. C., proposed movement 
against, n, 232; Grant’s disbelief in But¬ 
ler’s scheme, 249; expeditious against, 
249, 261-270, 435-439; situation, 261, 264; 
capture of English blockade-runners at, 
262; strength of, 264; Gen. Whiting com¬ 
manding at, 264; reinforcements from 
Richmond for, 265, 266; extent of the 
works, 269, 270; captures, casualties, etc., 
at, 270; Secretary Stanton goes to, 270; 
capture of, 274, 277, 438, 439; Union force 
at, 274; Sherman informed of the fall of, 
277 ; Terry’s services at, 384; importance 


of securing, 435; Schofield sent to, 439; 
Grant visits, 440; Union garrison at, 441 
Fort Gaines, Ala., surrender of, II, 427; 
movement of the Sixteenth Corps from, 
458 

Fort Gilmer, Va., Lee reinforces troops 
about, II, 219; Union defeat at, 421 
Fort Gregg, Va., capture of, II, 311 
Fort Harrison, Va., capture of, II, 218, 219, 
421 

Fort Heiman, Ky., operations at, and cap¬ 
ture Of, I, 232, 234, 237, 239, 266, II, 432 
Fort Henry, Tenn., location, I, 232, 237; ad¬ 
vantage of securing, 233; hindering rein¬ 
forcements to Buckner from, 233; steps 
toward its capture, 234; proposal to cap¬ 
ture, 235; expedition against, 236-239; 
defenses of, 237; capture of, 239, 266; 
Grant ordered to fortify, 244, 267; march 
to Fori Donelson from, 244; effect of cap¬ 
ture of, 262, 303, 304; Grant ordered to 
move back to, and remain at, 268; pro¬ 
posed expeditions from, 268 
Fort Holt, Ky., moving against Belmont 
from, I, 219; meetings with rebel officers 
at, 230 

Fort Jessup, La., troops ordered to, I, 27 
Fort McAllister, Ga., capture of, H, 248,431 
Fort Monroe, Va., in Union bands, II, 53, 
398; Gillmore ordered to, 59, 402; visits to 
Butler at, 60, 404; Butler embarks at, 73; 
the Nineteenth Corps ordered to Wash¬ 
ington from, 197; Butler returns to, 267; 
second Fori Fisher expedition sails from, 
267, 268, 438; Sherman arrives at, from 
Savannah, 374; Butler to move from, si¬ 
multaneously with Meade, 402; siege train 
and reinforcements sent to Terry at, 438; 
Schofield to communicate with, 440 
Fort Morgan, Ala., surrender of, II, 427; 

Granger moves on Spanish Fort from, 458 
Fort Pemberton, Miss., attacks on, I, 376 
Fort Pillow, Tenn., capture of, and mas¬ 
sacre at, II, 63, 64, 425 

Fort Powell, Ala., blown up and abandoned, 
H, 427 

Fort Powhatan, Va., movements at and 
toward, n, 180, 414 

Fort Pulaski, Ga., Federal possession of, 
II, 53, 3 

Fort Smith, Thayer cooperates with Steele 
from, II, 426 

Fort Stedman, Va., capture and recapture 
Of, II, 296-298, 448, 449, 451 
Fort Stevens, D. C., skirmish in front of, 
11,416.417 a 

Fort Sumter, firing on, and capture of, I, 
183 

Fort Vancouver, Ore., the Fourth Infantry 
ordered to, 1,161; farming experiment at, 
161,. 162; Indians and Hudson Bay Com¬ 
pany post at, 162 „ ^ 

Fort Whitworth, Va., capture of, II, 311 
Fort Wood, Ga., action at, II, 3, 4 
Foster, J. G., at Cerro Gordo, 1,100; super¬ 
sedes Burnside, II, *32; scut to the relief 
of Buruside, 32; commanding the Depart¬ 
ment of the Ohio, 34,43; relieved by Scho¬ 
field, 43; advice from, concerning Long- 
street, 43; commanding on the southern 
Atlantic seaboard, 248,431; communicates 
with Sherman, 248, 249; Savannah turned 
over to, 271; arranges witli Sherman to 
seize points near Charleston, 273; garri¬ 
sons Charleston, 283; expedition to de- 
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stroy railroad between Savannah and 
Charleston, 431; expedition on Broad 
Kiver, 431; position between the Coosaw- 
hatcliie and Tulifinny expedition, 432 
Foster, R. S., assaults Fort Gregg, II, 311 
Fouke, Philip B., I, *191 
Fourteen-Mile Creek, operations at, I, 413- 
415 447 

Fourteenth Army-corps, in expedition to 
Brown’s Ferry, I, 504; in action at Fort 
Wood, II, 3; in operations on the west of 
Chattanooga, 8; commanded by Jefferson 
C. Davis, 234; in left wing of Sherman’s 
army, 234 

Fourth Army-corps, sent to reinforce 
Thomas, II, 238, 431; sent to Pulaski to 
watch Hood, 254; ordered to Bull Gap, 282 
Fourth U. S. Infantry, the, Grant appointed 
brevet second-lieutenant in, I, 22; Grant 
reports for duty, 25; ordered to Fort Jes¬ 
sup, 27; at Camp Salubrity, 31, 32, 34-36 ; 
promotion in the, 35; loss of Col. Vose; 
38; leaves New Orleans for Corpus Christi, 
39; at Corpus Christi, 44; Grant trans¬ 
ferred to the Seventh Infantry from, 
and back to, 53, 54; Grant appointed 
regimental quartermaster, 57, 83; Grant 
quartermaster and commissary, 77; sup¬ 
ports artillery against Black Fort, 82, 83; 
Grant acting adjutant, 84; losses at 
Monterey, 86; transferred from Twiggs’s 
division to Gen. Worth’s, 93; losses by 
steamboat explosions, 126; Grant promot¬ 
ed first lieutenant, vice Sidney Smith, 
killed at City of Mexico, 126; replenishing 
the regimental fund, 141,142; in garrison 
at Sackett’s Harbor, 153; in garrison at 
Detroit, 153; ordered to the Pacific Coast, 
153; embarks at New York, 153,154; cross¬ 
ing the Isthmus, 154-157; outbreak of chol¬ 
era in, 166, 157; at Benicia Barracks, 161; 
ordered to Fort Vancouver, 161; Grant’s 
resignation from, 167 ; Sheridan’s service 
in the, 333 

Fox, G. V., calls upon Grant for men for the 
Fort Fisher expedition, II, 435 
France, the Mexican imperial scheme of, 
II, 388-390; requests the withdrawal of U. 
8. troops from Mexico, 390; value of the 
Franco- Prussian war to, 390; the friend of 
the United States, 390 
Frank, Paul, II, 97 

Franklin, Tenn., strength of Schofield be¬ 
fore the battle of, II, 254; Hood’s strength 
before, 254; Schofield retreats to, 255; bat¬ 
tle of, 255, 432, 433; policy of attacking af¬ 
ter Hood’s repulse at, 257; Hood takes, 
260; Wheeler at, 424 

Frederick City, Md., approach of the enemy 
to, n, 416 

Fredericksburg, Va., base for the Army of 
the Potomac. II, 77; roads from Orange 
Court House to, 102; Lee’s belief in Grant’s 
retreat to, 121, 124; suspected movement 
toward, 127; changing base to Port Royal 
from, 142 

Fredericksburg and Richmond road, Lee’s 
position on the, II, 153 
Fredericksburg railroad, the, destruction of 
tracks on, n, 154 ; impossibility of hold¬ 
ing, 174; necessity of protecting, 409 
Freedman’s Bureau, origin of the, I, 353 
Freedmen. See COLORED TROOPS; NE¬ 
GROES. 

Free-Soil Democracy, the, 1,169 


Fremont, John C., information from, I, 214; 
exchanges prisoners from Camp Jackson, 
216 ; moves against Price, * 218; superseded 
by Halleck, 231; nominated by the press as 
Grant’s successor, 382; question of his 
restoration to duty, II, 48 
French, Grant’s standing in, at West Point, 
1,20 

Frontiersmen, II, 395 
Front Royal, Va., Sheridan at. IL 222 
Fugitive Slave Law, the, II, 387 
Fuller, J. W., in battle of Atlanta, II, 89 
Fulton road, movement of troops via, 1,340, 
342, 343 

Furnace road, Va., Sheridan’s actions on 
the, II, 111 

Gadsden, Ala., operations at, II, 429, 431 
Gaines, Edmund P., I, *90 
Galena, Ill., Grant’s removal to, 1, 168; life 
in, 171-173; election excitement in, 172; 
volunteering at, 184 et seq.; its company 
mustered into the U. S. service, 186 
Gambling, in Mexico, 1, 140, 148 ; in Califor¬ 
nia, 161,165,166 
Garden’s Battery, II, 103 
Gardiner, Gen., defeated by Stoneman at 
Salisbury, II, 458 

Gardner, Franklin, changed from the Sev¬ 
enth Infantry to the Fourth, and back, I, 
*53, 54 ; surrenders Port Hudson, 475 
Garland, John, institutes night inarches in 
Mexico, I, *76, 77 ; at Monterey, 84-86 ; at 
San Antonio, 109,110 ; at Churnbusoo, 112; 
wounded in City of Mexico, 126 
Garrard, K.. cavalry raid by, II, *89, 424 
Garrett, Robert, meeting with, II, 216 
Gaston, N. C., operations near, II, 447, 449 
Gates’s House, Va., II, 102,126 
Gauley River, operations on the, II, 59,72,195 
Geary, T. W., commanding division of 
Twelfth Corps, I, *505 ; at Wauhatchie, 508, 
II, 8 ; in Lookout Valley, I, 519, II, 8 ; in 
battle of Lookout Mountain, 8, 9; serving 
under Hooker at Chattanooga, 20 
Georgetown, O., Jesse R. Grant mayor of, 
1,5; the Grant family at, 7; Grant’s 
school-days in, 11,13 ; John Morgan’s raid 
at, 17; remarkable war record of, 16-18; 
Jesse R. Grant removes from, 21; visits 
to, 24 

Georgetown, S. C., possibility of Sherman’s 
falling back toward, II, 444 
Georgia, secession of, X, 183; Johnston’s 
army in, II, 48 ; Union holdings in, 53, 54, 
398; Sherman’s campaign in, 151, 231, 240, 
375, 376, 399, 430, 431 ; Lee desires to send 
troops to, 199; Pres. Davis’s appeals to the 
people of, 228, 229 ; withdrawal of State 
troops from Hood, 229 ; Beauregard’s ap¬ 
peals to citizens of, 239; destroying the 
railroads in, 241, 242 ; living on the coun¬ 
try in, 241-244 ; capture of the archives of, 
244 ; the State militia opposed to Sherman, 
244, 245; views of the Southern press on 
Sherman’s march through, 245; adding 
cadets and convicts to the militia, 245; 
the mock legislature of, 246; results of 
Sherman’s march through, 272 ; Adm. 
Dahlgren commanding off the coast of. 
273 ; Thomas’s orders for movement 
through, countermanded, 281; Bragg with¬ 
draws troops from Wilmington to, 436 
Germanna Ford, Va., operations at, II, 97. 
98,102, 114, 116, 404 



INDEX 


479 


Getty, G. W., his command, II, 99; in hat- 
tie of the Wilderness, *106-108; wounded, 
108; retreats to Middletown, 222; in battle 
of Cedar Creek, 222, 223 
Gettysburg, Pa., battle of, 1,475, 478, II, 47, 
64; effect of the battle on the country, I, 
475, 478; Hancock wounded at, II, 188; 
Southern view of the battle, 410 
Gibbon, John, his command, II, 97; in battle 
of the Wilderness, *111, 113; in battle of 
Spottsjdvania, 129,135,143; recommended 
for major-generalship, U. S. Vols., 139; 
assaults at Cold Harbor, 166,167; assaults 
Port Gregg, 311,453; designated to receive 
paroles of Lee’s army, 347, 457 
Gillem, A. C., captures and disperses Mor¬ 
gan’s men, II, 425; operations in Tennes¬ 
see, 434 

Gillmore, Q. A., reinforces the Army of the 
James, II, *56, 58, 59, 62, 402, 406; sent to 
attack Petersburg, 410; returns to Ber¬ 
muda Hundred, 410 
Girard College, visit to, 1,19 
Goliad, Tex., massacre at, I, 34, 48, 49; car¬ 
ing for Lieut. Augur at, 50,51; adventure 
with wolves near, 52, 53 
Gold, use of, in payment for cotton, 1.331 
Gold-digging, in California, 1,159,160 
Goldsboro, N. C., Sherman’s movements to¬ 
ward, at, and near, II, 275, 277, 284,285,295, 
441, 442,444,446,449; communications with 
points in Union possession, 280-282, 286; 
troops sent to, to cooperate with Sherman, 
II, 285,439, 440; Sherman’s march to Wash¬ 
ington from, 373,374; retreat of the enemy 
toward, 441 

Goochland, Va., Sheridan destroys the 
James River canal near, II, 294, 445 
Gordon, James B., his command, II, 101 
Gordon, John B., his command, II, 101; re¬ 
lates anecdote of Lincoln to A. H. Ste¬ 
phens, *290; carries the picket-line at 
Petersburg, 296; appointed to oversee the 
paroling of Lee’s army, 347 
Gordonsville, Va., operations at, II, 77, 106, 
221, 409, 411, 414 

Gore, John H., at capture of the City of 
Mexico, I, *121 

Gorgona, crossing the Isthmus via, 1,154, 
155 

Governor’s Island, N. Y., the Fourth In¬ 
fantry at, 1,153 

Grahamsville, S. C., Hatch’s movement 
toward, II, 432 

Grand Campaign, opening of the, II, 71 
Grand Ecore.La., in camp near, I, 31, 35; 
Banks at, II, 426 

Grand Gulf, Miss., running the batteries at, 
1,387, 397, 398; land operations at, 388, 394- 
397, 401, 402, 409-413, 433, 440, 447, 481, II, 172 
Grand Junction, Tenn., operations at, 1,326, 
327, 329, 344, 352-355, 361, 362 
Granger, Gordon, ordered to Louisville, I, 
*332-334; in action at Fort Wood, II, 3; 
with Grant on Orchard Knob, 17; ordered 
to pursue at Missionary Ridge, 17,18; or¬ 
dered to the relief of Burnside, 19, 24, 25; 
orders withholding, 25; dilatoriness of, 
26, 27; reinforces Burnside, 37; difficulty 
with Canby about assigning him to com¬ 
mand, 279; sent to cooperate with Far- 
ragut at Mobile, 427; commands the 
Thirteenth Corps, 458; invests Spanish 
line Fort, 458 

Granger, R. S., reinforces Thomas, II, *256 


Granny White road, Tenn., movements on 
the, II, 260 

Grant, Clara B., dies of consumption, I, 23 
Grant, Frederick Dent, birth of, 1,167; first 
experiences in the war, *199; at battle of 
Port Gibson, 406; at siege of Vicksburg, 
407 ; sickness of, U, 42 ; at the White 
House, 44 

Grant, Hannah, I, 6 

Grant, Jesse R., birth of, I, 3; in family of 
Judge Tod, 3; learns trade in Maysville, 
3; returns to Deerfield, 4; thirst for edu¬ 
cation, 4, 5, 8; interest in Grant estate in 
Connecticut, 5; political views, 5; mayor 
of Georgetown, 5; marries Hannah Simp¬ 
son, 7; social position, 8; parental control, 
14; difference with Hamer, 15,16; removes 
from Georgetown to Bethel, 21; mayor of 
Bethel, 21; visit to, 153 
Grant, John, dies of consumption, I, 23 
Grant, Mrs. Julia D., returns to St. Louis, I, 
153; desires F. D. Grant to accompany his 
father, 199; visits Louisville with General 
Grant, 491; joins her husband in Washing¬ 
ton, II, 357; goes to Burlington, 358. See 
also Dent, Julia 
Grant, Lawson, I, 5 
Grant, Lewis A., H, 99 
Grant, Matthew, 1,1 

Grant, Noah, (great-grandfatlier of U. S. 
Grant), I, 2 

Grant, Capt. Noah (grandfather of U. 8. 
Grant), settles in Ohio, I, 2,3; settles in 
Maysville, 3 

Grant, Noah (uncle of TJ. S. Grant), dies of 
consumption, I, 23 

Grant, Orvil L., in business at Galena, I, 
*172 

Grant, Peter, settles in Pennsylvania, 1,2; 

settles hi Maysville, Ky., 3; drowned, 3 
Grant, Priscilla, 1, 1 
Grant, Rachel, 1,2,3 
Grant, Samuel, 1, 1 

Grant, Samuel S., dies of consumption, I, 
23; in business at Galena, *172 
Grant, Solomon (5th generation), I, 2 
Grant, Solomon (.uncle of IT. 8. Grant), emi¬ 
grates to the West Indies, I, 2 
Grant, Ulysses Simpson, his ancestry, 1,1-7; 
his mother’s influence on his character, 
6; birth, 7; early life and education, 7-16; 
horse-trades, 10, 12; appointed to West 
Point, 14-16; journey to, and life at West 
Point, 18-22; an early presentiment, 22; 
enters the Fourth Infantry, 22; fears con¬ 
sumption, 23; first uniform, 23,24; reports 
for duty at Jefferson Barracks, 25; garri¬ 
son life at St. Louis, 25-27; friendship with 
the Dent family, 26; discovers himself in 
love, 26, 27; ordered to Fort Jessup, 27; 
leave of absence, 27-31; a dip in Gravois 
Creek, 28,29; superstitions of, 29, 382; en¬ 
gaged to Julia Dent, 29,30; contemplates a 
mathematical professorship, 30,31; keeps 
a journal, 31; at Camp Salubrity, 31,34-36; 
reviews the causes and conduct of the 
Mexican War, 32-34,44-46, 88-93,98,105,127- 
135; free from fears of consumption, 36; 
condemns dueling, 37; leaves New Orleans 
for Corpus Christi, 39; suppresses a mu¬ 
tiny, 40; an involuntary bath in Corpus 
Christi Bay, 40,41; expedition from Cor¬ 
pus Christi to San Antonio, 47-53; a failure 
as a sportsman, 52; adventure with 
wolves, 52, 53; promoted full second lieu- 
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Mississippi, 39-41; commissioned lieu- 
int-geiieral, 44, 45, 97; first interview 
h President Lincoln, 44, 50 - 52 ; disin- 
ation to public speaking, 45; visits the 
oy of the Potomac at Brandy Station, 
0; relations with Meade, 46,47; placed 
ommand of all the armies, 47, 97 , 399: 
dquarters at Culpeper Court House, 
»6; plans for the campaign, 53 et seq., 
398; visits Butler at Portress Monroe, 
narrow escape from capture bv Mos- 
66, 67; interview with Lincoln,^, 68; 
leasant experiences with William 
ntou, 68-70; cmimiencement of the 
nd Campaign, 71 et seq.; declining 
Lth, and hasty completion of his Me- 
ra, 71; commendation of Butler by, 76 ; 

} from Cincinnati to Washington, 81; 
roves Johnston’s tactics in Atlanta 
paign, 88; grand movement of the 
ly of the Potomac, 95 et seq.; leaves 
leper Court House for the front, 105; 
le of the Wilderness, 105 et seq.; plan 
aitiating attack, 107; narrow escape 
i capture, 121; battle of Spottsylvania, 
3t seq.; aids a Union woman in Vir- 
a, 138; reduces the artillery, 144; battle 
le North Anna, 149; an incident of the 
ch, 152,153; battle of Cold Harbor, 162 
sq.; correspondence with Lee regard- 
dead and wounded at Cold Harbor, 
L71; movement across the Chickahom- 
and James, 174-182; visits Butler at 
nuda Hundred, 186, 186, 412; move- 
t on Petersburg, 186-191; defense of 
hington, 196, 197; the Petersburg 
3, 198-203; proposes to follow the en- 
to the death, 206; visits Hunter on 
Monocacy, 207, 208, 418, 419; revision 
is orders by Halleck and Stanton, 214; 

• to Sheridan, 214, 215 ; close of the 
paign for the winter, 1864-65, 225 ; ap- 
r es J. E. Johnston’s military policy, 
128; criticism of Pres. Davis’s military 
}y, 228, 236 ; invites Sherman’s views, 
532 ; authorizes Sherman to cut loose 
l his base, 238; definitely approves 
man’s campaign through Georgia, 
t30 ; credits Sherman with plans and 
ution of the march to the sea, 252, 
proposes to go to Nashville to over- 
Thomas’s movements, 258, 259, 433; 
itens Thomas with removal, 259; ex- 
tion against Port Fisher, 261-270,435, 
40; requests that Butler be relieved, 
approves Sherman’s plan of march 
agh the Carolinas, 272, 441 ; goes to 
bungton. Jan. 21, 1865, 273 ; provisions 
lo operation with Shermqn, 273-275; 
ps campaign against Mobile, 274, 275, 
79 ; congratulates Thomas, 276 ; makes 
of inspection with Schofield, 280; 
s Lee down at Richmond, 285; re- 
3s the Peace Commissioners, 287, 288 ; 
tins from discussing peace with the 
missioners, 288 ; refuses to aclniow- 
b the Confederate government, 288; 
d by Lincoln at City Point, 289, 290 ; 
i a prolongation of the war, 291 ; anx- 
before Petersburg, 291, 295; impa¬ 
le for the spring campaign of 1865, 
battle of White Oak Road, 299 ; inter- 
with Sheridan at Dabney’s Mills, 
02; authorizes the removal of War- 
306; enters Petersburg, 314; state- 


°i a stalled engineer of the Army 
i ?°i‘ t; 5 er11 ^ ^giiaa to, 314,315 ; congrat¬ 
ulated by the President at Petersburg, 
J 1 ?? P!an for Sherman to unite with, 318; 
fall of Richmond, 320; pursuit of Lee, 321- 

wi Ia a , ri £ e *° j° in Meade, 326; 

battle of Sailor’s Creek, 328; goes to Farm- 
vme, 333; correspondence and communi¬ 
cations with Lee, concerning surrender 
333, 334,337-349; sickness before Lee’s sur¬ 
render, 337, 338; disclaims authority to 
treat for peace, 338; contrasted with Lee, 
341, 342; acquaintance with Lee, 341 , 342; 
goes to Washington, 347,357; declines the 
President’s invitation to attend Ford’s 
Theater, 357; informed of the assassina¬ 
tion of tlie President, 358; views on re¬ 
construction and negro suffrage, 359 - 361 ; 
goes to North Carolina to adjust Sher¬ 
man’s difficulties, 365; anxiety for cap¬ 
ture of Mobile, 367; feeling in regard to 
Jefferson Davis, 368, 369; the end of the 
war, 373 et seq.; grand review at Wash¬ 
ington, 378-380; estimates of his corps 
commanders, 382-385; opinion on sla¬ 
very, 386; conclusion of the Memoirs, 
386-396; his illness, 395; Confederate sym¬ 
pathy for, 396; interview with Sheridan at 
Monocacy, 419; correspondence: with But¬ 
ler, 178, 435,436; with Canby,279,280; with 
Halleck, 132, 133, 138, 141, 153, 174,188, 205 , 
206, 411; with Hunter, 176,418; with Lee, 
169-171, 333, 334, 337-339, 343-346, 454-457; 
with Lincoln, 206, 267; with Meade, 148, 
154, 159, 166, 168, 180, 200; with Schofield, 
440; With Sheridan, 221, 222, .278, 324, 444, 
450, 451; with Sherman, 230-233, 249, 250, 
273-275, 429, 430, 453, 454; with Stanton, 
139; with Terry, 437,438; with Thomas, 257, 
258, 442, 443, 446 

Grant, Ulysses Simpson, Jr. (“ Buck ”), birth 
Of, 1,167 

Gravelly Run, Va., Warren’s delay at, II, 305 

Gravois Creek, Mo., Grant’s mischance in 
the, 1,28,29 

Graysville, Ga., movements at and near, H, 
18,19, 25, 26 

Great Britain, insists on effective blockade, 
II, 261 

Greensboro, N. C., operations at and near, 
II, 454, 458 

Greensburg, Pa., settlement of Noah Grant 
near, I, 2 

Greenville, Miss., Steele’s expedition to, I, 
392 

Greenville, Mo., movement against Hardee 
at, I, 207, 208 

Greenville, Tenn., Morgan killed near, n, 
425 

Greenwood, Miss., fortifications at, I, 376 

Gregg, John, fights McPherson at Raymond, 
I, *415; in Army of Northern Virginia, II, 
101 

Gregg, D. McM., engagement on the Chicka- 
hominy, II, 79; crosses Ely’s Ford, 98; 
his command, 99; advances toward Chan¬ 
cellors vi lie, 103; in battle of the Wilder¬ 
ness, 109; movement toward Hanover, 
156; action at Hawes’s Shop, 158; threat¬ 
ening movements against Richmond, 209, 
420; unsuccessful attempt to destroy the 
Weldon railroad, 212; returns to the front 
of Petersburg, 421; defeated at Reams’s 
Station, 421; attacked near Poplar Spring 
Church, 421 
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Hunter through, 152; orders for Butler 
sent through, 154 ; orders to, May 30,1864, 
169; unfolding of plan to, for left-flank 
movement across the Chickahominy and 
James, 174; ordered to send reinforce¬ 
ments to City Point, 178; notified of oper¬ 
ations before Petersburg, 188 ; bad policy 
concerning the Shenandoah Valley, 205; 
distrust of Hunter, 208 ; informs Grant of 
resistance to the draft, 210; advises tak¬ 
ing in sail, 210; revision of Grant’s or¬ 
ders by, 214 ; garbles an order to Sheridan, 
221; Grant suggests movement against 
Mobile to, 233 ; bitter opposition to Sher¬ 
man’s movements in Georgia, 253 ; inter¬ 
view with, 274; views as to movements 
about Petersburg and City Point, 302 ; sent 
to Richmond to command Virginia, 374; 
forbids Sherman’s troops to obey him, 
374 ; Sherman resents his indignities, 374; 
Sheridan ordered to report to, 418 

Halls of the Montezumas, the, 1,125,127 

Halltown, Va., movement of troops to, n, 
207, 418 

Hamburg Landing, Tenn., operations at, I, 
273, 307 

Hamer, T. L., difference with Jesse R. Grant, 
I, *15, 16 ; procures Grant’s appointment 
to West Point, 15, 16 ; personal relations 
with,, 75; major of Ohio volunteers in 
Mexico, 75 ; character, 75 ; death, 75 

Hamilton, C. S., promoted major-general, 
I, *350; commanding center of the Army 
of the Tennessee, 352 

Hampton, Wade, his command, II, 102; or¬ 
dered to the defense of the Valley, *193 ; 
defeated bf Sheridan, 193; returns to 
Richmond, 194; opposes Sherman near 
Columbia, 282; abandons Columbia, 282; 
denies the firing of Columbia, 282 ; escapes 
from Sherman at Fayetteville, 284 ; cap¬ 
ture of cattle by, 290 

Hampton Roads, va., interview between the 
President and the Peace Commissioners 
at, 289, 290, 363 ; arrival of the Nineteenth 
Corps at, 416 ; conference between Porter, 
Butler, and Grant at, 435; formation of 
the Fort Fisher expedition at, 435 

Hancock, W. S., commanding Second Army- 
corps, n, 97; crosses the Rapidan, 98,103, 
104; orders for movements, May 5, 1864, 
106; in battle of the Wilderness, 107-114; 
ordered to take the right of line, 120; en¬ 
thusiasm of his corps, 120; expected at¬ 
tack on, 120; orders for. May 7, 120; at 
Todd’s Tavern, 123-125, 127; ordered to 
support Warren, 123; relative positions 
of warren and, 125; detained from battle 
of Spottsylvania, 125; on the Brock road, 
126; in battle of Spottsylvania, 127-131, 
134-137, 405; Griffin’s division transferred 
to, 138; recommended for brigadier-gen¬ 
eralship, TJ. S. A., 139; movement. May 
14-15, 1864,140; assaults. May 18,141; rein¬ 
forcements for, 142; comes to Tyler’s as¬ 
sistance, 143; military and personal char¬ 
acteristics, 143, 148, 189, *383, 384; orders 
for his advance toward Richmond, 145; 
march to Milford, 146; attempts to get be¬ 
tween Lee and Richmond, 147; ordered to 
Chesterfield Ford, 148; crosses the North 
Anna, 149,150; ordered to send troops to 
Ox Ford, 160; Burnside ordered to send 
troops to, 160; Potter joins, 160; crosses 
the North Anna at Chesterfield Ford, 163; 


supports for, 155; ordered to move toward 
Hanover Town, 155; movement, May 27, 
1864/156; position on the Pamunkey, 157; 
position. May 30,158; advances toward To- 
topotomoy Creek, 158; to throw troops 
across the Totopotomoy, 159; action, May 
30,159,161; attack on, June 1,164; move¬ 
ment, June 1-2, 164, 165; ordered to as¬ 
sault, June 3,166, 168; opinion of situation 
at CoIdJECarbor, 168; his left extended to 
the Chickahominy, m ; crosses the Chick¬ 
ahominy at Long Bridge, 181; crosses the 
James, 182; at Charles City Court House, 
182; operations before Petersburg, 186- 
190,413,421; wounded at Gettysburg, 188; 
temporarily relieved by Meade, 188; Bir- 
ney in command of his corps, 190; move¬ 
ment via Deep Bottom, 199,201; threaten¬ 
ing movements against Richmond, 209; 
unsuccessful attempt to destroy the 
Weldon railroad, 212; relieved or com¬ 
mando! the Second Corps, 226; succeeded 
by Humphreys, 226; ordered to organize 
the First Corps, 226; proposed plans for, 
for the spring campaign, 1865, 226; junc¬ 
tion of Warren and, 422; in action at Hat¬ 
cher’s Run, 422; concentrates at Win¬ 
chester, 446 

Hankinson’s Ferry, Miss., operations at, I, 
409-411, 413 

Hannibal & St. Joseph railroad. Grant or¬ 
dered to duty on the, 1,198 

Hanover Court House, Va., operations at, 
II, 158, 161,408 

Hanover Town, Va., movements at, H, 163- 


157, 408 

Hardee, W. J., his “Tactics,” I, 64, 203; 
captured by Mexicans, 64; in camp at 
Greenville, *207; last battle before Atlan¬ 
ta, II, 93; abandons Atlanta, 93; raises 
troops to confront Sherman, 247; blows up 
the navy-yard and evacuates Savannah, 
251, 252; opposes Sherman’s advance 
through the Carolinas, 280; escapes from 
Sherman at Fayetteville, 284 
Hardeeville, S. C., movement of Sherman’s 
left from, H, 277 
“ Hard tack ! hard tack ! ” I, 443 
Hard Times, Miss., assembling at, I, 394, 
395; McPherson at, 400; difficulty of bring¬ 
ing up the train to, 407; F. P. Blair at, 
412 

Hardwicksville, Va., destruction of bridge 
at, H, 445 

Harney, W. S., in Mexican war, I, *105 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., John Brown’s inva¬ 
sion of, 1,4; movements of troops at, n, 59, 
195, 207, 215, 416-419 
Harris, N. H., n, 102 . 

Harris, Thomas, Grant moves against, I, 
200 , 201; reciprocity of feeling between 
Grant and, 201, H, 372 
Harrisburg, Pa., I, 18 

Harrisonburg, Va., Sheri dan and Early at, 
H, 216, 220,420 Tr 

Harris’s Store, Va., movements at, II, 148, 


Harrodsburg, Ky.,the Soldiers’ Home in, I, 


133 


at 


Hartford,” the, passes the batteries • 
Port Hudson, I, 387 
lartranft, John F.,his command, H, 100; in 
AAtinn before Petersburg, March 24,1865, 


Hartsuff, G. L., H, *310, 311 
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*498; commanding Eleventh Corps, 503; 
ordered to reinforce Roseerans, 503; cap¬ 
tures Brown’s Perry, 505; ordered to 
Geary’s relief at Wauhatchie, 508; plan of 
operations at Chattanooga, 519; march of. 
deceives the enemy, 524, 525 ; in action at 
Fort Wood, II, 3; crosses Citico Creek, 7; 
junction with Sherman, 7; ordered to 
cross the Cliickamauga, 18; serving un¬ 
der Sherman at Chattanooga, 20; com¬ 
manding right wing of Sherman’s army, 
234; succeeds Logan in command, 235, 
423; marches to Jonesboro, 240; military 
ability, 423 

Hudson, Capt., mission to Sherman, II, 275 

Hudson Bay Co., Indian trade in the North¬ 
west, I, 162, 164 

Humboldt, Tenn., Ord’s command at, 1,335 

Humboldt Bay, Cal., the Fourth Infantry 
ordered to, 1,164,165 

Humphreys, A. A., put in special charge of 
Warren’s corps, II, *138; recommended 
for major-generalship, U. S. Vols., 139; 
chief or staff, Army of the Potomac, 226 ; 
assigned to command the Second Corps, 
226; in battle of White Oak Road, 299 ; at 
Five Forks, 303,304,452; in action of April 
2, 1865, 308, 309, 312, 313 ; at Sutherland’s 
Station, 312; goes to Miles’s relief, 312, 
313; reinforces Sheridan, 316; out of ra¬ 
tions, 322, 324; reaches Jetersville, 325; 
confronts Lee, 331, 333; reinforced by 
Wright, 332; military character, 385 ; at 
Hatcher’s Run, 450, 451, 453 

Humphreys, B. G., II, 101 

Hundred-days men, garrison duty for, 11,416 

Hunt, H. J., commanding artillery. Army 
of the Potomac, II, *97,100 

Hunter, David, sends reinforcements to 
Grant, I, *243; congratulated by Halleck 
on the fall of Donelson, 260; nominated by 
the press as Grant’s successor, 382; suc¬ 
ceeds Sigel in command, II, 142, 152, 195, 
411; to move up the Valley of Virginia, 
152; movements in aid of, 168; movements 
toward, at, and from Lynchburg, 175, 176, 
194, 195, 411, 412, 416; Lee’s opportunity 
to attack, 175, 176; ordered to rejoin the 
Army of the Potomac, 176, 177, 192; letter 
to, June 6, 1864, 176; ordered to destroy 
the Virginia Central railroad, 176, 177 ; 
Sheridan sent to communicate with, 176, 
177; success at Staunton, 177, 181, 192; 
Lee sends troops against, 192, 193, 195,412; 
proposed junction with Sheridan at Char¬ 
lottesville, 192, 194, 410; junction with 
Averell and Crook, 192,195,412; operations 
in the Shenandoah Valley, 192, 194, 195, 
412,417; takes the offensive, 195, 412; in¬ 
vests Lexington, 195; defeats the enemy 
at Piedmont, 195, 412; retreats to Harper’s 
Ferry, 195, 416; difficulties of his march, 
195,412; commanding in the Valley, 206; 
instructions to, 207,418; perplexed by con¬ 
tradictory orders, 207; Grant visits, on the 
Monocacy, 207, 418, 419; superseded by 
Sheridan, 207, 419; Halleck’e distrust of, 
208; patriotism and military character, 
208,412, 419; at meeting between Sheridan 
and Grant, 208; to live on the country, 
411; to move toward Gordons ville, Char¬ 
lottesville, and Staunton, 411; criticism of 
his movements, 412 

Hunter, r. m. T., Confederate Peace Com¬ 
missioner, U, *287 


Huntley Corners, Va., Warren at, II, 158 
Hunton, Eppa, II, 101 

Huntsville, Ala., McPherson commanding 
at, II, 82; McPherson’s movement to 
Dalton from, 83, 84; Buford demands sur¬ 
render of, 428 

Hurlbut, S. A., commanding division of 
Army of the Tennessee, I, *274; at Shi¬ 
loh, 279, 284, 288,302; commanding at La 
Grange, Miss., 320; reinforces Roseerans 
at Corinth, 346; skirmish with Van Dorn, 
346; at Hatchie Bridge, 347; junction with 
Ord, 347; at Young’s Point., 367; ordered 
to relieve Blair, 413; at Memphis, 413, 
488, II, 39; expulsion of alleged rebel from 
Memphis by, I, 425; sends reinforcements 
to Vicksburg, 448, 455, 456; Halleck’s or¬ 
ders to, 488; cavalry strength, II, 40; to 
reinforce Sooy Smith, 40 

Illinois, mustering in volunteers, 1,185-187, 
193-198; secession spirit in, 196; Grant ap¬ 
pointed brigadier-general from, 205; 
Grant’s command in southern, 211; 
Grant’s strength in, 349 
Illinois River, transportation on the, 1,198 
Indianapolis, Ind., meeting with Stanton at, 
I, 490 

“ Indianola,” the, capture of, I, 387, 388 
Indians, Mexican precautions against raids 
by, I, 48; treatment by the Hudson Bay 
Company, 162; trade with, 162, 163; mor¬ 
tality among, 163, 164; Sheridan’s services 
against, 333; kill Canby in Oregon, n, 377 
“ Inevitable conflict,” the, 1,170 
Ingalls, Rufus, administration of the quar¬ 
termaster’s department, Army of the Po¬ 
tomac, H, *134, 105, 411 
Interstate con.merce, effect of the spread 
Of, II, 387, 388 

Invalid Corps, on garrison duty, II, 416 
Iowa, traveling in, 1,177 
Ifonton, Mo., the 21st Illinois ordered to, I, 
198; Grant commanding the district of, 
207 

Irving, Washington, fondness for works of, 
I, 20 

Irwinsville, Ga., capture of Jefferson Davis 
at, II, 3G8, 370 

Island No. io, capture of, I, 307 
Iuka, Miss., Col. Murphy evacuates, I, 337, 
361; entered by Price, 337; Rosecrans’s 
headquarters at, 338; Price’s predicament 
in, 340; Rosecrans’s promise to reach, 341; 
capture of, 342, 343; orders sent to Sher¬ 
man at, 512 

Jacinto, Miss., troops and movements at, I, 
335, 340, 341 

Jacinto road, Rosecrans’s movements and 
defeat on the, 1,340-342 
Jackson, Andrew, Jesse R. Grant supports, 
I, 5; cause of dissension between Jesse 
R. Grant and Hamer, 15 
Jackson, Claiborne F., governor of Missouri, 
joins the rebels, I T *180, 187; death of, 180 
Jackson, W. H., Grant’s narrow escape from 
capture by, I, *322, 323 
Jackson, Miss., strategic importance of, I, 
369; connection with Vicksburg, 401; the 
enemy’s strength at, 401, 414, 417, 447, 449; 
advance on, 413, 414, 417, 420, 421; arrival 
of J. E. Johnston at, 419; first capture of, 
421-423, 481, II, 172; destruction of storjes 
at, 1,423,424,427,446; Sherman’s march to 
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Jonesboro, Ga., Kilpatrick’s raid at, II, 92; 
Howard moves to, 240; Sherman defeats 
Hood near, II, 424 

Jonesboro, Miss., Roseorans’s pursuit 
through, I, 348 

Jones’s Bridge, Va., movements at, II, 177, 
179-181 

Jones’s Landing, Va., Sheridan crosses the 
James near, II, 446 

Juarez, Benito, President of Mexico, I, 42; 
assistance offered to, II, 389 

Judah, Henry M., at capture of City of 
Mexico, 1,121 


Kanawha River, Peter Grant drowned in 
the, I, 3; movements on, in the rebellion, 
II, 58, 192, 195, 403, 411, 412, 416 
Kansas, reinforcements from, 1,243; Price’s 
raid toward, II, 427 

Kautz, A. V., enters West Point from 
Georgetown, O., I, *18; defeats Hill, II, 
133; operations against Virginia rail¬ 
roads, 133, 199, 406, 407, 414; operations 
against Petersburg and Richmond, 133, 
186, 218, 410; defeated, Oct. 7,1864,225, 421, 
422; forces the Black Water, 407; actions 
at Stony Creek, 407,415; crosses the James, 
415; action, Sept. 29, 1864, 421 
Kearny, Philip, wounded at Cburubusco, 

I, *113; early acquaintance with, 152 
Kearny, Stephen, at Jefferson Barracks, I, 

*25 

Kelley, B. F., defeats McCausland, II, *204, 
417 

Kelly, Rachel, I, 2 

Kelly’s Ferry, Tenn., operations, etc., at, I, 
505, 506, 517 , 523, II, 29 

Kenesaw Mountain, Ga., operations on, II, 
86, 87, 423 

Kentucky, the Grants in, I, 3; Ulysses’ 
school life in, 8; visit to, 16; represented 
in Confederate Congress, 180; fails to 
pass ordinance of secession, 180; at¬ 
tempted neutrality of, 216; Grant’s cor¬ 
respondence with the legislature of, 216; 
Halleck commanding in, 231; the Con¬ 
federate line in, 232; the fate of, depend¬ 
ing on Fort Donelson, 266; Confederate 
disasters in, 297; possibilities of avoiding 
fighting for, 318; boundaries of Grant’s 
district in, 326; fears of the invading line 
going beyond, 337; Grant’s strength in, 
349; army of defense of, 359; the Ninth 
Corps returned to, 485; Forrest’s and 
Wheeler’s operations in, II, 229, 236; 
Thomas to hold, 238; Morgan’s raids in, 
354, 425; activity of guerrillas in, 425; the 
enemy crosses the Cumberland into, 433 
Kershaw, J. B., his command, II, 101; sent 
to reinforce Early, 421 
Key West, Fla., Federal possession of, II, 
54, 398 

Kilpatrick, H. J., raid on the Macon railroad, 

II, 92 

Kimball, Nathan, ordered to Meebanies- 
burg, I, *455 
King, Maj., 1,18 

Kingston, Tenn., possibility of enemy 
breaking through at, I, 517 
Kingston, Ga., Sherman captures, H, 85,151 
Kinston, N. C., occupation of, II, 441 
Kitching, J. H., n, 100, *143 
Know-nothing Party, Grant joins the, I, 


Knoxville, Tenn., the Confederate line at, 

I, 304; possibilities of avoiding Burnside’s 
imprisonment in, 318; proposal to abandon 
territory south and west of, 516; Longstreet 
threatens, 518; battle of, 523, II, l; Bragg’s 
designs concerning, 2; projected expedi¬ 
tions to, 19; reasons for the Confederate 
campaign against, 21; measures for re¬ 
lief of, 24; fears of Bragg’s attacking, 25; 
relief expeditions to, 25-28, 38 ; destruc¬ 
tion of railroad between Dalton and, 27; 
Wilson and Dana’s journey from Chatta¬ 
nooga to, 28; Burnside obtains supplies 
in, 28, 29; its value to Bragg, 29, 30; rais¬ 
ing of the siege, 31; Grant visits, 34; 
severe winter at, 34; Schofield command¬ 
ing at, 82; Schofield’s movement from, 83; 
Thomas ordered to concentrate stores at, 
282, 446; Breckinridge defeats Gillem at, 
434 

“ Lafayette,” the, running the batteries at 
Vicksburg, I, 386 

Lagow, C. B., appointed aide-de-camp, I, 
*205; sole staff-officer at Jefferson City, 
210 

La Grange, Miss., speech of Jefferson Davis 
at, 1,178; journey from Corinth to Mem¬ 
phis through, 320, 321; abandonment of, 
327; occupation of, 352; stores at, 355; re¬ 
turn to, 361; Hatch arrives in, 408; Grier¬ 
son’s raid from, 408 

Lake Chicot, - , A. J. Smith’s engagement 

near, n, 427 

Lake Pontchartrain, proposed movement 
against Mobile from, I, 484 
Lake Providence, La., operations at, I, 370, 
373-375, 380, 392, 464 
Lake St. Joseph, I, 394 
Lane, James H., II, 102 
Lauman, J. G., in siege of Vicksburg, I, 413, 
*448, 456 

Lava Beds, Ore., Gen. Canby killed in the, 

II, 372 

Law, E. M., II, 101 

Lawler, M. K., in battle of Black River 
Bridge, I, *439, 440 

Lawrence, Col., commanding at Columbus, 
Ky., II, 425; refuses to surrender the gar¬ 
rison, 425 

Leasure, Daniel, II, 100 
Ledlie, J. H., in the Petersburg mine affair, 
H, *202; incompetency of, 202, 203 
Lee, v Fitz-Hugh, his command, II, 102; or¬ 
dered to defense of the Valley, 193; at 
Trevillian Station, 193 
Lee, Robert E.,at CerroGordo,I,100; Grant’s 
acquaintance with, 151, II, 341, 342; per¬ 
sonal and military characteristics, 1,152, 
II, 184, 185, 341, 342, 348, 399; plans of cam¬ 
paign against, 33, 61-63, 73,121,127,145,168, 
174, 199, 209, 218, 226, 275, 326, 327, 399, 401- 
403, 409, 440, 442, 449, 463; anticipations 
and fears of his movements, 62, 63, 66, 119, 
121, 127, 145, 218, 275, 291, 295, 308, 313-316, 
326, 327, 338-340, 442, 446, 449 ; commanding 
the Army of Northern Virginia, *55, 101, 
184, 399; situation on the Rapidan, 57,399; 
capture of his army the great object of 
the Grand Campaign, 66,71,401,440; Sher¬ 
idan’s operations against, 76-80, 133, 181, 
333, 405, 450; surprised at the crossing of 
the Rapidan, 98; organization of his army, 
101-104; headquarters at Orange Court 
House, 102; ignorance of true import of 
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grntulatlonw from, on operations of No¬ 
vember *24, 1803, 10, n; nominates W. F 
Hinith for promotion, 31; informed of 
the mining of the siege of Knoxville 
al; letter of thunks from, 32; presents 
Grant with commission an lieutenant- 
general, *14, 45; debates with Douglas 
50; (5 mtil’K 11 rat meeting vvitih, 50 52 • 
Uiw military ability, 50-5*2; supports 
Hherldan for command of cavalry, GO- 
conferences with, oo-GH; quaint phrase¬ 
ology of, 08; despatch to Grant, Aug. 
0, 1804, 200; anxiety for Hheridan’ssafety* 
*217, *218; roaMHiirod by Grant, ‘218; asks 
for comfort, from <3 ranl, regarding Slior- 
man, *245, *240; huiuh up Bherman’s po- 
Hition, *240; anxiety an to propriety of 
Hhcrman’s cutting loose from his base, 
250; Grant, telegraphs failure of Fort 
FiHher (expedition to, *207; notitlod of the 
arrival of the Peace GommissionerH, 287; 
interview with the 1 Vaco Commissioners, 
‘280, *200, uoa; IiIh terma of peace, 280, 303; 
personal charaoteristicH, 280, 310, 358, 380, 
381; characterisation of A. II. Stephens. 
‘200; at < *ity Point, 280, 200 ,308, a 10 , 317 ,320, 
303; notiiled of hucoohh at Five Forks, 308; 
informed of capture of ouier works of 
Petersburg, 310; Invited to visit Peters¬ 
burg, a 13, 318; congratulates (1 rant, 318; 
visits Petersburg, 318-3*20; visits Rich- 
mond, 355, 350, 3(53; interview with Woit- 
7 ,el at Richmond, 355; difference witli 
Htant>on concerning the calling of the Vir¬ 
ginia legislature, 355, 350; invites Gen. 
and Mrs. Grant to attend Ford's Theater, 
357 ; the invitation declined, 357 ; assassi¬ 
nation of, 358, 3(50; effects of his assassi¬ 
nation, 5550 ; meeting with Hhcrman, 363; 
feeling in regard to Jefferson Davis, 309, 
378; his death a national loss, 309; con¬ 
trasted with Htanton, 380, 381 
Little Colorado River, crossing the, I, 02, 03 
Littlepage’s Bridge and Ford, Va., II, 155, 
150 

Little River, movements at, II, 153,155 
Little Rock, Ark., Htocloat, II, 4*2(5. 4*27 
Logan, John A., Grant’s llrst meeting with, 
.1, 105 *197; personal characteristics, mil¬ 
itary ability, etc., * 100 , 410, 480, II, 235, 
*250; his loyalty suspected, I, 190; pa¬ 
triotic speech by, 100; his district in Illi¬ 
nois, 10(5 108; addresses tho 21st Illinois, 
107; raises troops, 197; proposes to enter 
Goiinth, 314; personnel of Ids command, 
393 ; at Rminsburg, 401; in battle of Port 
Gibson, 403: to repair bridge at North Fork 
of Bayou Pierre, 400 ; reinforces McPher¬ 
son, 400; ordered toward Grand Gulf, 409; 
in battle of Raymond, 415; in bottle of 
Jaekson, 42*2; at Bolton, 420; in battle of 
Champion's Hill, 432, 433, 435; enlists a 
colored man In his service at Vicksburg, 
401; at meeting between Pemberton and 
Grant, 407; his division llrst to enter 
Vicksburg, 472; ordered to threaten J. E. 
Johnston, II, 42; assigned to command the 
Fifteenth Corps, 40; succeeds McPherson 
in command of Army of tho Tennessee, 
89, 235, 4*251; report; of losses at Atlanta, 
89; assaults on, at Atlanta, 90; command¬ 
ing tin 1 ) Fifteenth Corps, 234; quits the 
field for political purposes, 234; dilatori- 
ness in returning to his command, 235; su¬ 
perseded by Howard, 235, 423; aggrieved 


relieve Thomas’, 259 

Lomax, L. L., EL ioS 

Long, A. L., il/io 3 

18?, 4 B io ldge ’ Va ’’ m<y vements at, n, 179 - 

L hatc£ef I J 4 S" S ^ f acks Gear I at Wau- 
Creek 530 ** mrtb-^ 0fe,1 ^ lou 0X1 Chattanooga 
a’fs ?sainst Burnside. siL 

eus Kj oivllfe ; « r * 518 ■ threat- 

trom plan cut • hjm off 

524 II so* ?St 7^ 518, P erils environing, 
42 43 • p-r?«? forcem e n t 8 sent to, 2, 30, 
with 21 • P ei ^ 01 ial acquaintance 

217 nerson ^ 6 A nce betweett Bragg and, 
driven ^characteristics, 22 ; to be 
for 24; information 

ters in ^ of ’ hy £l ™side, 32; win- 
diive hhl?i+ e W see ’ 32; proposal to 
suit nf SdS ^ Tennessee, 37, 43; pur- 
molemeiSf ?? ne ti 43; i* hecks Schofield’s 
Ororf^Tvi^v 4; °5 iere d to attack via the 
10 ^ At?S^f k + road ’ 106 ? at Gordonsville, 
hottlA^ff eilQfo ^ Hill, 109; in the 
O' i thB Wilderness, no, 112; wounded, 
mt* J?! 8 mss a severe blow to Lee, 112 ; 

ordered to Spottsyl vania, 121; 

Jom Earl y mi crashing Sheri¬ 
dan, 222; supports Lee’s right, 310 ; ap- 

army 6 347 ° oversee tke Parohng of Lee’s 

Long Wharf, San Francisco, 1,159,165 

Lookout Creek, I, 502, II, 8 

Lookout Mountain, Tenn., Roseerans aban- 
S&! Bragg-* position on,494,495, 
o02, 503, 508, II, 30; reconnoiteringnear, I, 
601; junction of the Tennessee with Chat¬ 
tanooga Creek at, 509; Hooker’s oper¬ 
ations on, 517, 521, 522, II, 8-10, 23, 3©; 
Sherman’s crossing of the Tennessee in 
view of, 1,524; deception of the enemy on, 
526; the clouds on, II, 6; physical features 
of, 8; battle of, 8 - 10 ; evacuated by the 
enemy, 14 

Lookout Valley, Confederate lines at, 1,503; 
gaining a footing in, 505; the Tennessee 
opened from Bridgeport to, 505; compar¬ 
ative advantages of the Union and Con¬ 
federate forces in, 508; losses in securing 
possession of, 509; deceiving the enemy 
•with regard to movements in, 517; to be 
defended by Geary, 519; plan of Hooker’s 
movement to Chattanooga Valley from, 
520; key to the line of supplies, 521; com¬ 
manded by Missionary Ridge, 521; Hook¬ 
er’s position in, 521 

Loomis,-, excellence as an accountant, 

I, 187 

Loomis, John M., in battle of Chattanooga, 

II, *13 

Loring, W. W„ delayed at Port Gibson, I, 
*402; effect of battle of Champion’s Hill 
on, 435 

“Lost cause,” the, 1,132 

Lost Mountain, Ga., J. E. Johnston at, 11, 
423 

Loudon, Colonel, 1,18 

Loudon, Tenn., Longstreet at, I. 516, 518 

Louisa Court House, Va., Sheridan destroys 
the railroad at, II, 414 

Louisiana, with the Army of Observation 
in I 30: secession of, 1©; Union holdings 
in” II, 53, 398; Banks defeated in, 142; 
Grant proposes that troops in, move 
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man threatens, 231, 232, 424, 431; captured 
by Wilson, 308,469 mprurea 

McPherson, J. B., report on Question of in¬ 
trenching at Pittsburg Landin°*, I * 274 . 
m ; at BI.il,.h, 270, 278, 291, 20^^295 ; 
lorcoH Kosecrans at Corinth, 346 uro- 
inoted major-gonerai, 360; commandin 0, 
lelt wing Army of the Tennessee, 352 ” 
pursues the enemy beyond Oxford! 356 ! 
operations at Lake Providence 370 373 
375; commanding center of the’Armv of 
the Tennessee, 390; advance upon tew 
Carthago, 392; cooperates with McCler- 
inunl at Grand Gulf, 396; advances to 
Hard r l imos, 395, 400; at Bruinsburg. 400 
• fSK ; supports McClemand at Port Gibson! 
402, 403; on tlio west bank of the Missis¬ 
sippi, 406; seizes Hankinson’s Perrv 409 * 
operations at the Big Black River, 412 * 413 * 
439,441; at Rooky Springs and Utica, 413; at 
Raymond, 413-416; moves on Jackson 413 
420; in battle of Jackson, 421-423; moves 
on Clinton, 419, 420; moves on Bolton 
425, 42(5; at Clianipiou’S Hill, 428, 429, 431 - 
435; in siege of Vicksburg, 442, 443, 448; 
saerillcos in favor of McClernand, 445 • 
complains of McClornand’s congratula¬ 
tory order, 457; at meeting between Pem¬ 
berton and Grant, 467; ordered to Mem¬ 
phis, 488; sent to reinforce Rosecrans, 
494; ordered to send locomotives to Hodge 
514; commanding in Vicksburg, II, 39 
commanding Department of the Tennes¬ 
see, 46, 54, 81,422; strength, 82; at Hunts¬ 
ville, 82; movement from Chattanooga to 
Dalton, 83, 84, 422; sent around by Snake 
Creek (Jap, 85,422,423; surprises Johnston, 
85; killed before Atlanta, 89, 423; suc¬ 
ceeded by Logan, 235; in battle of Dallas, 
423; unsuccessful assault on Kenesaw 
Mountain, 423 
McRae, D., II, 102 
Mahone, William, II, 102 
Manchester, Eng., the cotton famine in, II, 
392 

Manchester, Va., Sherman’s troops in camp 
at, II, 374 

Manitou Springs, Colo., meeting with Gen. 

W. II. Jackson at, I, 323 
Mansfield, J. K. F., examines defenses of 
Monterey, I, *80; early acquaintance 
with, 152 

Manual labor, Grant’s early experience at, 

I, 12 

March to the sea, commencement of the, 

II, 240. Bee also Atlanta; Georgia; Sa¬ 
vannah; Sherman. 

Marcy, William L., Secretary of War under 
Polk, I, 90; difficulties concerning Scott’s 
appointment, 90 

Marietta, Ga., Johnston falls back to, 11,86 
Marin, Mex., Taylor’s troops at, I, 79 
Marine Brigade, expedition to Haines’s 
Bluff, I, 455 

Marion, Va., defeat of Vaughn at, II, 434 
Markland, A. H., in charge of mails to Sher¬ 
man at Savannah, II, 249 
Mark’s Mill, Ark., Steele’s loss at, II, 427 
Marryatt, Capt., Grant’s fondness forworks 
of, I, 20 

Marsh, C. C., commanding at Jackson, I, 
*211; promoted brigadier-general, 360 
Marshall, Col., I, 18 

Marshall, Charles, with Lee at Appomat¬ 
tox, II, *340 


Marshall, Elisha G., II, 100 
M l£ t i 67 * le ’ J ‘ H- ’ inbattle of Cold Harbor, 

Martinsburg W. Va., Early at, IL 216 416 
Mary and John,” the ship, X, 2 

M «Z» n i’ Conf ederate Con- 

giess, i, 180, fails to pass ordinancp nf 
secession, 180; invaded by the S of 
horthem Virginia, 336; fears of the invad- 
TfnfiuVt, n P rttl 337; exposure to 
41Q^ fr?f^ CUr ^ i0I l S i nt0 ’ n, 205,403,416- 
419, free from Confederate invasion, 208 , 

M H(f Iand Heigilts ’ ^ d *> ^her occupies, II, 

“ JJ«y Martin,” the, the Confederate Peace 
Commissioners lodged on, H, 287 

?°ion y ’ su PP?s^ cowardice at 
ehiloh, I, 330; surrenders Clarksville, 330, 

Massachusetts, the Grant family in, I, l 
Mat River, the, II, 126 
Matamoras, Mex., movements toward, and 
operations at, I, 45, 63, 67,72, 75-77 
Mathematics, Grant’s fondness for, I, 20: 

preparing for a professorship in, 30,31 
Mattapony, the river, Sheridan at, II, 79: 

its component streams, 226 
Mattoon, III., mustering in the 2lst Illinois 
at, 1 ,190 

Maynardville, Tenn., Willcox at, 1,624 
Maysville, Ky., Peter Grant settles in, I, 3; 
Jesse R. Grant in, 3; Grant’s school life 
m, 8; early visits to, 9 
Me „ ade » George G., at battle of Monterey, L 
”82; former acquaintance with, II, *46; 
commanding Army of the Potomac, 46, 
47, 61, 97 , 399, 404; visit to, at Brandy Star 
tion, 46, 47; patriotic offer of, 46, 47; posi¬ 
tion after Grant’s promotion, 47; per¬ 
sonal and military characteristics, 47, 
139, 323, 382, 383, 404; letters to: (Apr. 
9, 1864) 61-63, (May 7) 119, 120, (May 11) 
134, (May 18) 145, (May 22) 148, (May 25) 
154, (May 30) 159, (June 3) 166,168, (June 11) 
180, (July 24) 200, (Mar. 24, 1865) 447,448; 
instructions to, for spring campaign, 1864 , 
61-63; ordered to advance, 65; Swinton’s 
eavesdropping at private consultation 
between Grant ana, 69, 70; orders for 
Sheridan’s raid passed through, 77; orders 
issued through, for advance on May 5 , 
1864,106; headquarters at Old Wilderness 
Tavern, 107; orders Getty to attack in 
the Wilderness, 108; obtains modification 
of orders for May 6, 109; orders to, for 
movement by the left flank, 119, 120 ; a 
night ride with, 120, 121; narrow escape 
from capture, 121; balks Sheridan’s plans 
for capture of Spottsyl vania, 122,123; at 
battle of Spottsylvania, 130; orders to, for 
attack May 12,1864,134; ordered to relieve 
Warren from command, 137; puts Warren 
under Humphreys’s orders, 138; recom¬ 
mended for maior-generalship, TJ. S. A., 
139; orders to, for movement to draw Lee 
from his intrenchments, 145; orders to, for 
movement of troops. May 23, 148; or¬ 
ders to, for movement of right wing 
from position sonth of the North Anna, 
154; orders to, for corps commanders to 
follow up advantages, 165; instructions 
to, concerning successful and unsuccess¬ 
ful assaults at Cold Harbor, 166; orders 
to, after assaults at Cold Harbor, 168; or- 
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137-140; gambling, 140, 148; trip to the 
great caves of, 145-160; the peons of 148 • 
evacuation of, by U. 8. troops, 152; service 
with Bragg and Longstreet in the, II, 21; 
the Imperial scheme m, 388-390; fall of the 
Empire in, 390; the territory acquired 
from, 393-395; Confederate refugees in, 
459 

Mexico, City of, Hex., its situation and 
approaches, I, 76, 98, 108, 116, 117 , 127 , 128 ; 
Philip Kearny at the gates of, 113 ; viola^ 
tions of truce in, 115; aqueducts of, lie, 
117, 121, 122; defenses, 117; Santa Anna 
evacuates, 124; coded to Gen. Scott, 125; 
liberation of convicts in, 124,126; entry 
into, 126-127; Gen. Scott’s government of, 
127; prohibition of bull-fights near, 139; 
evacuation of, by U. S. troops, 152 
Mexico, Mo., Grant ordered to, 1,201; restor¬ 
ing order in, 202; Pope’s headquarters 
at, 202; studying tactics in, 203, 204 
u Miami,” the, disabled at Plymouth, II, 
407 

Michigan, ratification of the Constitution 
of, 1,153; question of Grant’s citizenship 
in, 163 

Middle Department, necessity of a supreme 
commander in the, II, 417; merged in the 
Middle Military Division, 419 
Middle Military Division, formation of, II, 
419; Sheridan assigned to temporary com¬ 
mand of the, 419; dismounted cavalry 
from, to report to Benham, II, 447 
Middletown, Va., rallying of Sheridan’s 
troops near, II, 420 

Miles, Nelson A., his command, II, 97 ; in 
battle of Sutherland’s Station, *311-313, 
453; reinforces Sheridan at Five Forks, 
452; returned to Humphreys’s command, 
463 

Milford, Va., operations at, II, 146-148 
Military Division of the Mississippi, crea¬ 
tion of the Department of the, 1,491; Grant 
assumes command of, 497; W. F. Smith 
appointed chief engineer, II, 4; Sherman 
assumes command of the, 48, 64, 399; the 
proper plans for the, 48,49; operations in, 
227; limits, 399; Cauby in command, 427 
“Military Orders,” Lincoln’s, II, 51 
Military tactics, change in, since the Mexi¬ 
can war*, 1,130 

Milledgeville, Ga., Sherman’s operations 
against, II, 231, 233, 240, 241, 244; flight of 
the governor* and legislature from, 244; 
mock legislature sits at, 246; Sherman’s 
march to Milieu from, 246, 247 
Millen, Ga., Sherman’s march to, TI, 246, 
247 

Milliken’s Bend, La., McClernand ordered 
to, I, 367; new waterway project started 
at, 380, 381; concentration at, 384; Grant’s 
return to, 389; issuance of Special Orders 
No. 110, from, 390-392; F. P. Blair at, 412; 
troops sent to, 413; Taylor’s attack on, 
466; behavior of colored troops at, 466 
Mill Springs, Ky., battle Of, I, 232, 234, 265, 
266 

Mine Run,Va., Leo’s position at, II, 106,399; 

Fifth Corps meets the enemy near, 404 
Mining, in the United States, II, 393, 394 
Minnesota, traveling in, 1,177 
Missionary Ridge, Tenn., positions, move¬ 
ments, engagements, etc., on, I, 494,602, 
503, 508, 515, 517, 518, 520-522, 625, II, 3, 4, 6, 
7, 9,10,12,15-17, 23, 80 


Mississippi, secession of, 1,183; end of John 
ston’s career in, 267; possibilities of blood¬ 
less captures of points in, 318; proposals 
to secure, 358; abundance of army sup¬ 
plies in, 362; topography of, 402, 403, 414; 
Grierson’s raid through, 408; J. E. John¬ 
ston assumes command in, 419; destruc¬ 
tion of the capital, 446 (see also Jackson) ; 
character of the country for military op¬ 
erations, 447; Sherman ordered to drive 
Johnston from, 473, 475, 482; importance 
of expelling the enemy from, 482; a peace 
feeling in, 486; Forrest in, II, 197, 278, 399, 
424; Thomas ordered to send a cavalry 
force into, 278 

Mississippi Central railroad, operations on 
the, I, 327, 335, 344, 345, 352, 356, 367, 11,431, 
434 

Mississippi River, its character, courses, 
vagaries, etc., I, 67, 368-375, 380, 382, 384, 
401; Union movements, positions, etc., on, 
211, 219, 317, 349,' 350, 352, 357, 390, 447, 463, 
464, 476, 476, 478, 486, II, 39, 53, 58, 232, 319, 
398, 400,427, 429; Confederate movements, 
positions, etc., on, I, 216, 219, 231, 232, 345, 
374,449, 463,464, II, 398, 399; closed to nav¬ 
igation below Cairo, I, 235; capture of Is¬ 
land No, 10, 307; its importance, 317,361, 
II, 49; Vicksburg the only obstacle to 
free navigation of, I, 351; employing ne¬ 
groes as woodcutters on, 354; rumored 
movement by McClernand against Vicks¬ 
burg via, 355; McClernand assigned to 
command expedition on, 360; terrors of 
the lowlands, 382; the winter of 1862-63 on, 
370; fortifications and situation of Vicks¬ 
burg on, 371, 449; cutting the dam on the 
Moon Lake route, 375; iHummation of, at 
passage of the gunboats, 386, 387; the de¬ 
struction of the “ Indianola,” on, 388; 
Johnston raises the question of Grant’s 
supplies via, 426; great Union capture of 
cattle on, 485, 486, II, 290, 291; boundary 
of the Military Division of the Mississippi, 
1,491, II, 81,399; guerrilla warfare on, 398; 
difficulty of keeping navigation open on, 
398; the Confederate forces east of, 399; 
the Confederacy cut in two by Union vic¬ 
tories on, 430, 431; Pope’s campaign west 
of, 446; final surrender of Confederates 
east and west of, 459 

Mississippi Springs, Miss., movements at, 
I, 420, 426 

Mississippi Valley, railroad system of the, 

I, 272; operations of western armies in, 

II, 460 

Missouri, represented in Confederate Con¬ 
gress, 1,180; fails to pass ordinance of se¬ 
cession, 180; the rebellion spirit in, 180; 
dubious character of the State govern¬ 
ment, 188; Pope commanding in, 201, 202; 
Price’s raids in, 208, 485, II, 427,428; dan¬ 
gers to Union men in, I, 209; Grant as¬ 
signed to command district of Southeast, 
211; Jeff. Thompson’s operations in, 211 , 
213, 214; Grant assumes command of his 
district, 213, 214; Fremont moves against 
Price, 218; Sheridan’s service in, 333,334; 
sending troops to Schofield in, 485; troops 
sent to Banks from, II, 58, 400; A. J. 
Smith’s operations in, 238; A. J. Smith re¬ 
inforces Thomas from, 256; guerrilla war¬ 
fare in, 398 

Missouri River, Price’s operations on the, 
H,427 
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a "'} G « mt disapprove Thomas’s 
action at, J7t>, Sherman's dependence on 

at, H ’ 4; aiTivai of A ‘ J * Smith 

Nashville and Chattanooga railroad iunc- 
tum with the Memphis and Charleston 
railroad, I, 513 ; Forrest cuts the, II, 428 
Natchez, Miss., Hansom ordered to, I 485 - 
houiidary of Sherman’s command, II, 54 ’ 
Natchitoches, La., 111 camp near, I, 31 , 35 
Navy Department, concurs in expedition 
against Fort Fisher, II, 201 

48 <luestiou ()± 1118 restoration to 

Negroes, friendly, I, 344; employment of, 
by Union armies, 353-055, 452; join Sheri¬ 
dan s column, XI, 294; their work in the 
South during the war, 352,353; in the grand 
review at Washington, 380; the. Santo Do¬ 
mingo question and the, 393; employment 
as troops, see Colored Troops. See also 
Slavery. 

Negro question, the, in the United States, 
II, 392, 393 

Negro suffrage, the question of, II, 360. 361 
Neill, Thomas H., II, 99 
Nelson. William, reinforces Grant at Fort 
Donclson, I, *243; ordered to Nashville, 
262; takes Nashville, 263; arrives at Sa¬ 
vannah, 276; at Shiloh, 286-288, 301 
Neuse River, crossod by Union troops, II, 
441, 442 

New Auburn, Miss., Blair reaches, 1,423 
New Berne, N. C., Union possession of, and 
forces at, II, 53, 274, 275. 277, 398, 439, 441, 
442; importance of, 64; Schofield sent to, 
275, 439, 441; cooperation with Sherman 
from, 275, 286, 444; communication with 
Raleigh, 280, 281; communications with 
Goldsboro, 280, 281, 286; expedition to¬ 
ward Goldsboro from, 441; disaster to ex¬ 
pedition from, 441 

New Bethel Church, Va., Burnside sent to, 
II, 148 

New Braunfels, Tex., I, 48 
New Carthage, La., the “ Henry Clay” at, 
I, 386; McClemand at, 388, 389; Grant’s 
visit to, 389; order of march from Milli- 
ken’s Bend to, 390 

New Castle, Va., W. F. Smith blunderingly 
ordered to, II, 163 
New Cold Harbor, IT, 157,166 
“New Era,” the, Eliot’s escape on, 1,387 
New Found River, II, 153 
New Hope Church, Ga., II, 86, 423 
New Inlet, N. C., II, 435, 436 
New Market, Va., Sigel’s defeat at, II, 72, 
142, 144,411; Sheridan’s operations at and 
near, 216, 445 

New Market road, Va., operations on, II, 
415, 421 

New Mexico, boundary of Texas, I, 32; ne¬ 
gotiations for cession of, 115; purchase of, 
134 

New Orleans, La., the Fourth Infantry or¬ 
dered to, I, 37; an early-morning duel in, 
37; departure of Fourth Infantry from, 
39; Gen. Lovell at, 142; fall of, 317; Banks 
at, 440, II, 58, 61, 400; proposal to make 
a base at, I, 481; leave of absence asked 
for visit to, 485; visit to Banks at, 486; se¬ 
rious accident at, 487; proposed expedi¬ 
tion from, against Mobile, II, 210, 400; 
concentration of stores about, 234; Canby 
commanding at, 277; Granger in, 279; 


Banks to return troops to, 400; guarding 
the Mississippi from Port Hudson to, m 

/? rleans Jackson railroad, broken 
by Grierson, 1,408 

Va " fall’s operations 

at, II, 411; Stoneman s raid on, 45s 

iTtfuS !S d fn’ W - Va -’ breaJdn e otih ?’ 
N S P o e pnlf tmg battIe8 tbe - r - «■ 

N *8T88 1 ' J ° hn ’ ^ attles !)€fore Atl ^ia, II, 

of Sheridan’s troops 
between Middletown and, II, 420 

iNew York early visit to, 1,16,19; embarka¬ 
tion of the Fourth Infantry from, n 3,154; 
Comederate attempts to capture, n, 95 , 

Nineteenth Army-corps, arrives at Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, n, 416; ordered from Fortress 
Monroe to defense of Washington, 197 , 
416; ordered to reinforce the armies be¬ 
fore Richmond, 197 ,417,427. Bee also Em¬ 
ory, \Y. H. 

Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, difficulty with 

its colonel, I, 194 ; relieves the 21st regi¬ 
ment at Palmyra, 199 

Ninth Army-corps, returned to Burnside, I, 
475,485; supports the Army of the Poto¬ 
mac, II, 56; mobility of, 57; organisation, 
100; moves from Spottsylvama, 147; or¬ 
dered to Jericho Bridge, 148; Grant’s 
headquarters with, 148; position. May 26, 
1864, 153; ordered toward Hanover Town, 
155; incorporated with the main army, 
182,408; in investment of Petersburg, 191, 
413,415; at crossing of the Rappahannock 
and the Alexandria railroad, 404 ,* reaches 
the North Anna, 406; instructions for, 
March 24,1865.447, 448; attacked. 448,449 ; 
movements on the South Side road, 453. 
See also Burnside. 

Norfolk, Va., in Union hands, II, 53, 398; 
Sumner to be reinforced from, 447 

North, the, sympathy with secession in, I, 
181; disadvantage in the personnel of its 
army, 230; exultation over the fall of Fort 
Donelson, 260; effect of Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg at, 475,478; contrasted with the 
South as regards license of speech and 
press, II, 31, 55; the copperhead press 
of, 353; weary of the war, 228,300,369; re¬ 
sistance to the draft in, 210; its resources 
and strength contrasted with those of the 
South, 2*28, 351-355, 397 ; anxiety about 
Sherman in, 245, 246: exaggerations of re¬ 
ports of battles in, 351; Confederate plots 
in, 353; excitement in, over Sherman’s 
terms to Johnston, 365; how slavery re¬ 
garded in, 386, 387 

North Anna, the, Sheridan’s movements on, 
II, 78, 193, 295,414; inarch to Cold Har¬ 
bor from 80: Hancock’s operations on, 
149, 150,406; Burnside moves to, 150, 153, 
406; Lee’s position and strength on, 150, 
151,153,406, 408; impossibility of turning 
the enemy between the South Anna and, 
153; withdrawing to the north side, 154,155, 
408; movements on, May 27, 1864, 156; Lee 
deceived by the movements on, 157; battle 
of the, 183,410; the Fifth and Sixth Corps 
at, 406 

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, the, 
11,437 

North Carolina, secession of, 1,183; Imon 
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Oxen, uro of, in Mexican war, I, 68 

° 1,eratioos at a “<l “ear, I, 
Ox Ford, Va., movements at, II, 150,151 ,153 

°SS? a f of Popocatepetl 

Horn, 1,142; a night at, 144 * 


Pachuca, Mex., occupation of, 1 - 133 : an 
tina.ppreeia.tecl honor at, 140 ’ ’ 

C ?, ast ’ p°Ht of living on, in 1849-1853, 
i, art; Grant’s fondness for the, 167; the 
opening up of the, II, 393-395 

Paducah, Ky., seizure of, I, 214, 215; ad- 
2 HH to oitizoiw.of, 215; Tilghmau evac- 
2IG; bringing troops to Fort Henry 
237; telegraphic communication 
with Cairo, 208; Forrest’s raid to, II, 63 , 
425 ; Buiord’s unsuccessful attempt to 
capture, 425 

Page, John, mortally wounded at Palo Alto 
I, 09 

Painesville, Va., Davies’s captures at, II, 
324 


Palo Alto, Mex., battle of, I, 67-70, 72; Tay¬ 
lor’s army at, 130 

Palmer, John M., commanding 14-th Illinois, 

I, *199; in expedition to Brown’s Ferry, 
504; plan of operations at Chattanooga, 
521; in action at Fort Wood, II, 3 ; at and 
near Graysville, 19, 25,26; question of re¬ 
sponsibility for failure of attack on rail¬ 
road at Atlanta, 92; disputed seniority 
between Schofield and, 92; instructed by 
Sherman as to supplies, 439,440 

Palmer, W. J., pursuit of Hood by, II, 434 
Palmetto, Ga., Pres. Davis’s speech at, II, 
227-230; Flood moves from, 430 
Palmyra, Mo., Grant ordered to, 1,198; ser¬ 
vice at, 199 

Pamunkey River, movements, etc., on the, 

II, 63, 79, 154, 156-159, 408, 445 
Panama, outbreak of cholera at, 1,156,157 
Panama, Isthmus of, the rainy season on 

the, 1,154 

Panama Railroad, oxtent in 3852,1, 154 
Paris, Tenn., proposed expedition against, 
I, 268 

Parke, J. G., brings reinforcements to 
Haines’s Bluff, I, *456; feinting move¬ 
ments by, II, 219; commanding the Ninth 
Corps, 297, 298; defeats Gordon’s attach at 
Petersburg, 297, 298; to hold lines about 
Petersburg, 299; carries the enemy’s main 
line at Petersburg, 308, 309, 453; desperate 
fighting by, 310; attacked by Lee, 311; fits 
the captured works for defense, 311; moves 
out on the Danville road, 316; ordered to 
the South Side railroad, 322, 323; in com¬ 
mand around Petersburg and City Point, 
447; position, Mar. 29, 1865, 450; at Hatch¬ 
er’s Run, 451 

Parker, Ely S., secretary of Grant’s staff, at 
Lee’s surrender, II, *343 
Parker’s Store, Va.,movements at,II, 103,106 
Pascagoula, Miss., the Fourth Infantry or¬ 
dered to, 1,152; suggested as Banks’s base 
in operations against Mobile, II, 401 
Patterson, Robert, commands division in 
Scott’s army, I, *99; advance toward Ja- 
lapa, 99 

Patrick, M. R., II, 100 

Payne,-, horse-trade with, 1,10 

Peace, the art of maintaining, II, 391 
Peace Commissioners, mission Of the, II, 


KiM n,f ’ rtth LiECOln at Ha ”p 

Peach Hill, La., defeat of Banks at, EL 426 
Pearl River, I, 422 

Pedee River, Sherman crosses the, EL 284 
Pedregal, the, 1,109-111 * ’ 

P ab I i S m Tm> Va *’ Warren ea Ptures camp 
Pegram, John, II, 101 

J ohn > messenger from Gen 
Grant,I,*124; command- 
Springs, 849; fortified at tlie 
lallahatchie, 352; estimated strength at 
opening of and through Vicksburg eam- 
tH’- 417 ’ 42 o 428; driven from 
the Tallahatchie, 356, 362; plan of opera- 
rL 0 **® against, 359; commanding garrison 
of Vicksburg, 359; falls back, 361; returns 
to \ lCksburfr. 364: threat Armiov *+. TTainav’c 


A ’ , wivxioco ttgtuusc a siege 

11 °m the south side, 413, 414; preparing 
for an attack by, 420, 421; orders from, 
and correspondence with, Johnston, 421 
424,437,458, 462-465; Johnston announces 
loss of Jackson to, 425, 426; ordered to 
join Johnston at Clinton, 427; southward 
march of, from Edward’s Station, 427; at 
Champion’s Hill, 429, 431, 435, 437; falls 
back to the Big Black, 435; fails to join 
forces with Johnston, 437; expected as¬ 
sistance from Johnston for, 444; commu¬ 
nication with Johnston cut off, 456; plan 
of escape across the Mississippi, 463, 464; 
asks counsel of his division commanders, 
as to evacuation, 464, 465; meeting with 
Grant before Vicksburg, 466,467; compo¬ 
sition of his army, 469; proposes amend¬ 
ment to terms of capitulation, 470; accepts 
terms, 471; supposed reason for negotia¬ 
ting on the 3d of July, 471-473; appeals for 
assistance to compel his troops to sign 
paroles, 476; demoralization of his army, 
486 


Pendleton, W. N., Ms command, II, 103; 
appointed to oversee the paroling of Lee’s 
army, *347 

Pennsylvania, the Grants in, 1, 2; the Simp¬ 
son family in, 5, 6; the Army of North¬ 
ern Virginia driven from, 478; raids of the 
enemy into, II, 205,417; free from Confed¬ 
erate invasion, 203, 209; Sigel protecting, 
403; exposure to attack, 416,418, 419 
Pennypacker, G., in assault on Fort Fisher, 
II, 269; wounded, *270 
Penon, El, 1,108,109 

Pensacola, Fla., Federal possession of, II, 
54,398; Steele moves against Mobile from, 
458 

Peons, Mexican, 1,148 
Perkins’s plantation, La., route from Smith’s 
plantation to, 1,389; headquarters at, 394; 
depot of supplies at, 400 
Perote, Mex., road to the city of Mexico 
through, I, 98, 127, 128; surrender of the 
castle of, 103 

Petersburg, Va., Butler’s movements 
against, II, 59, 73,179.186, 412; defenseless 
condition of, 73; operations against rail¬ 
roads connecting with, 73,133,406; Kautz’s 
operations against, 133, 406, 410; plans of 
operations against, 185-187, 226, 300; pos¬ 
sibility of capturing, June, 1864. 186, 187, 
189, 190; Confederate garrison in, and de¬ 
fenses Of, 186, 187, 198, 203, 413; Han- 
cock’s movements against, 186, 421; W. 
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F. Smith's movements against, 186, 187, 
412 413; assaults on, 186-190, 200, 415, 453 ; 
bombardment of, 202, 313; investment of, 
188-191; Confederate losses at, June, 
1864, 189; resting the troops at, 190; 
strengthening the Union position at, 195; 
Union and Confederate lines at, 198; the 
mine at, 198-203, 415, 416; Grant’s anxiety 
to capture, 199,404, 410; consternation in, 
203; Meade commanding operations at, 
209; filing a salute at, in honorof Sheridan, 
217; the enemy reinforces, 219, 413, 451; 
close of active operations around, for the 
winter, 223; arrival of the Peace Commis¬ 
sioners at, 237; anxiety of the last few 
weeks before, 291; Lee determines to as¬ 
sault the Union lines at, 296; Davis and 
Lee agree to abandon, 296; Parke to hold 
lines about, 299, 447; movement before, 
Mar. 29, 1865, 299; Sherman to cooperate 
in movements on, 301, 449; capture of the 
outer works, 310; Humphreys ordered to¬ 
ward, 312; evacuated, 313; entry into, 314 ; 
evacuated by the Union army, 318; Pres. 
Lincoln’s visit to, 318-320; road to Lynch¬ 
burg from, 328; effect of the fall of, on the 
Union troops, 350; Gillmore sent against, 
410; the Army of the Potomac to move 
against, 412; fighting before, 413; Early 
reinforced from, 420, 421; Gregg’s move¬ 
ments at, 421; improving facilities of sup¬ 
plies before, 421; operations before, during 
winter of 1864-65, 422; the enemy with¬ 
draws troops from, to protect Richmond, 
421; armies of the Potomac and of the 
James confronting, 446; fears that Lee 
would abandon, 446; purpose of turning 
the enemy at, 447 ; its capture imminent, 
450; Gibbon’s assault on the south side 
of, 453 

Phelps, S. L., destroys bridge of the Mem¬ 
phis and Ohio railroad, over the Tennes¬ 
see, I, *240 

Philadelphia, Pa., early visit to, I, 16,19 ; 
Confederate attempts to capture, II, 95; 
Grant informed of the President’s assas¬ 
sination at, 358; transportation facilities 
in, in 1865, 358 

Phister, E. C., at school of Richeson and 
Rand, I, 8 

Phrases: 

“ Hard tack! hard tack!” I, 443 
“If a man can’t skin, he must hold a leg 
while somebody else does,” II, 59, 68 
“ I purpose to fight it out on this line if 
it takes all summer,” n, 133 
“ If they cannot get out where they want 
to, they can crawl back by the hole 
they went in at,” II, 246 

Pickett, George E., his command, II, 101; 
attempts to reinforce Lee, 146; encounters 
Hancock at Milford, 146, 147; reinforces 
Lee, *151; sent to Five Forks, 304 

Piedmont, Va., Hunter’s success at, II, 
195, 412 

Pierce, B. R., carries bridge over the North 
Anna, II, *149 

Piercej Franklin, a possible rival of, for the 
Presidency, I, 75; injured before Con¬ 
treras, 113, *114; candidacy for the Presi¬ 
dency, 114, 136; his personal character, 

114 

Pillaging, opposed hy Gen. Taylor in the 
Mexican war, I, 60; Grant’s views as to, 
and punishment of, 304 


Pillow, Gideon J., at Cerro Gordo, I, *101; 
commands division in Scott’s army, 105; 
advances from Puebla, 105; cafiture of 
Cliapultepec assigned to, 120; hostility to 
Gen. Scott, 134, 135; placed under arrest, 
134; released from arrest, 135; personal 
character, 241, 254, 267 ; telegram sent to 
Johnston by, 254; flight from Fort Donel- 
son, 254, 257, 268; report of killed and 
wounded at Donelson, 258 
Pilot Knob, Mo., Price drives the garrison 
from, IT, 427 

Pine Mountain, Ga., Joseph E. Johnston at, 
II, 423 

Piney Branch Church, Va., II, 101, 119,120; 

Grant’s headquarters at, 123 
Pioneers, employment of, at Vicksburg, I, 
452 

Pittsburg, Pa., I, 18 

“ Pittsburg,” the gunboat, at Fort Donel¬ 
son, 1,247 ; running the batteries at Vicks¬ 
burg, 386 

Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., position of troops 
at, I, 272 ; advance on, 273; question of 
intrenching at, 274; intention to remove 
headquarters to, 275 ; Grant’s attendance 
at, 275; skirmishes at, 275, 276; battle of, 
277 et seq. (see also Shiloii) ; Webster’s 
artillery at, 284, 285; bridge connecting 
Crump’s Landing and, 285; arrival of 
Halleck at, 305, 307 
Plains, crossing the, 1,160 
Plan del Rio, Mex., Twiggs and Patterson 
camp at, I, 99 

Pleasant Hill, La., battles at, II, 426 
Pleasanton, Alfred, superseded by Sheridan, 
II, 60 

Pleasants, Henry, suggests the mine at 
Petersburg, II, *198 

Plymouth, N. C., in Union hands, II, 53, 
398; capture of the Federal garrison at, 
64, 407 

Po River, Va., movements at, II, 122, 123, 
126-129, 132, 147; course and character, 
126-128 

Pocotaligo, S. C., Sherman at, II, 276, 277 
Point Coupee, La., Banks’s army reaches, 
II, 426 

Point Isabel, Taylor’s expedition to, I, 64- 
67; Scott arrives at, 93 
Point Pleasant, O., Jesse R. Grant settles 
at, I, 4; birth of U. 8. Grant at, 7 
Political influence, effect on personal re¬ 
sponsibility, I, 383 

Politics, effect of, on the Administration’s 
conduct of the war, II, 217 
Polk, James K., President of the United 
States, attitude in Mexican war, I, 45, 90- 
92, 135 

Polk, Leonidas, at the battle of Belmont, I, 
228; occupies Meridian, II, *39, 40; re¬ 
treats toward Demopolis, 41 
“ Poor whites,” in the South, 1, 178, 507 
Pope, John, U. S. mustering-oificer at 
Springfield, Ill., 1,191; acquaintance with, 
at West Point and in Mexico, 191; an un¬ 
accepted offer from, 191; commanding in 
Missouri, 201, 202; captures Island No. 10, 
307; at Hamburg Landing, 307; com¬ 
manding left wing of Halleck’s army at 
Pittsburg Landing, 307 ; “ gets loose ” on 
the march to Corinth, 313; sent in pur¬ 
suit from Corinth, 316; defeated by the 
Army of Northern Virginia, 336; to cam¬ 
paign west of the Mississippi, II, 446 
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f ilf, 2I5U qut'Htlon of mntiorlty with, 212: 

** ll ; r . t i*i will.. m, aro am, #w, 

».w; tniplun* of hiw dlvlhion, *2H0, awi, tml 
tiriiHtiil tt» mi* oil t‘olnror<‘otmml.H to Viokw- 
Imr/, uh ; (lofoutn UolmoH ni IU'hota, 47U 
n, i, n 

Prtsattleticy of th« United States, an (exalted 

IjoHltiott, l, m; tdlW'tHof hoHtSlily tooimdi- 
datoM tor Use, I an, latl 

at or the United States, bin 
Hihuti y in moot in# eommanuorH, I, ;)«a 
* mm, file, tin* \voud<n*ful Inttuonee of, 1,72; 
in th«; Hmith, imi, fl, ;si, r,i; In tho North, 
Hliorman UMdopiotod hy thoHouthrrn, 
* ,s * r ‘ i , tw* t‘«*nj»oHioml, ana; rovoaio Hooroin 
«»f f i ort Mwlier oxjKXtithm, 4 ar» 
rilce, Sterling, raldw in MImhouiI, L *208, 
U, 427,4*JH; nmvetueiitH aKniimt-, I, 21H, 
it, 4‘il, i'JH, 44tt; roinforromontH for, I, 210; 
tn»«»iw inailuhlo to romforro Van Dorn, 
:s;t7; lit Holly H|»rli»«w. 020; ndvnnooH noon 
< ortuth, »um; Imjamalhlllty of attacking, 
a,H; catcrH taka, aa?; advancing to rein¬ 
force Van Horn, ,*««; dangcrouH Hituaf-ion 
«»f. <‘H»; joins Vita Horn in attack on Cor¬ 
inth, tun; inovomentHof, lt,'2H2; at Jack- 
wi«I«»rt f 427; nttackH Idiot Knoh, 427; 
litinc* toward KaiiNna, 427; defeated at 
the liig Bine, 42H 

** I*rfc«»” the, running the Uat.terleH at Vickw- 
imrg, I, tm 

Priine, K. E„ englnetT wn>rk at Viekwhurg, 

f, «m\ 

Ihinct Edwifd's Court House, Va., move¬ 
ments at, n, am ana, m 
Ihiioner*. matter of imroilng, ('xelmnglng, 
etc , ni Viekxlntrg, I, 400, 470, 477 
jtiHtiflcd, l, 7H 

nrotes**of«htjs Urn at prepnreH for a, I, 00, 
at; the idea deniroyed, op 
Ihwjirtty, |U‘ott*clion of, I, U01 

ikiivwiit-Giiard, Army of the Potomne, If, 
too 

Ptwiiit, comiueHt of France hy, if, tHK) 
fhihlii oflice, ftie tnont eftieient ncrvunlH in, 

Ihieki, Me*,, Worilt’H advance to and oe- 
cu|in!lon of, t, ion, ltd; route to the City 
of Mexico from, 10H, 127, i'JH; <»en. Idcroe 
}idti» the army at, 1 in; occupation of, 1 H; 
an unantucciulcd honor at, 140 
Ihilaiki, lean., niovcmctdM at, fl, 254,402; 

Fnrr*'rtl'« rddrmlf?h at, 42H 
Purdy, Team, lxn\ VVallaee’H march toward, 

!,27H 

Purdy Hoad, the, I, » 

Quaker gum), at Corinth, I,fU5 
Quaker road, Vn„ movements and fighting 
mt, II, twt m, 4tl 

Qimrlem’a Millie Va., tiemhiunrtcrH at,It, 154 
♦Queen of the Went,” the, nttackH the “ In- 
dli»tj«»ht,” I, uhh; Htmk in the K(*d River, <188 
Qnrrrtmo, Wtcx,, temporal y gov(‘rmncTitut, 

I, t:it 

Quitthy, I. F„ rccmmoitct'K Fort ihuuherton, 

I, Nilfi; rclnforcw Mtd'lernand at VIckH- 
hnrg, 4 m 

Quincy, ill,, (Imntortlered to, 1,108 
Quitamu, John A,, ccmintamiH brigade at 
'Moiifcrc.i, I, 84; eotnmnndH divlnion in 
Sroft'H army, tot; ndvancen from Puebla, 
tt&; in action agaUmt gorita Helen, *120, 
tut; appointed to take powKCHHion of the 
City of Mexico, 125 
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Raccoon Mountain, Ga., topography, Con¬ 
federate positions, etc., on, I, 495, 502, 503, 

Railroad, Grant’s tot sight of a, 1,19 
Railroad men, acuteness of, I, 315 
Railroads, effect of the introduction of, II, 
387, 388 

Raleigh, N. C., communications with New 
Berne, Wilmington, and Goldsboro, II, 
ogo, 281; Sherman’s movements toward 
and at, 441, 449, 457; meeting with Sher¬ 
man at, 365, 457, 458 

Ralston, -, horse-trade with, 1,11,12 

Ramseur, S. D., II, 101 

Rand, -, schoolmaster, I, 8 

Ransom, D. R., If, 100 

Ransom, T. E. G., at Champion’s Hill, I, 
*432,447; bridges the Big Black, 441; mili¬ 
tary ability, 480; ordered to Natchez, 4S5; 
commanding Blair’s Seventeenth Corps, 
II, 234 

Rapidan River, Union holdings on tho, II, 
53 , 398; the country between the Janues 
and the, 55,96,102; positions, movements, 
etc., on, 55, 57, 62, 73, 95-98, 399 ; crossing 
the, 62, 103-105, 107, 114, 116, 401, 404; the 
campaign to the James River from, 6(5,411; 
narrow escape of closing the campaign 
soon after crossing the, 122 
Rapid transit, ideas in 1839, 1, 19; effect of, 
on the individual States, II, 387, 388 
Rappahannock River, movements on the, 
II, 65,142, 404 

Ravenna, O;, Jesse R. Grant in business at, 
I, 4 

Rawlins, John A., speaks at meeting at Ga¬ 
lena, 1,184; appointed assistant adjutant- 
general, *206; Sherman writes to, concern¬ 
ing the Vicksburg campaign, 454 
Raymond, Miss., McPherson at, I, 413, 414; 
battle or, 415, 447; Sherman and McCler- 
na-nd ordered to, 419, 420; Osterhaus at, 
426; roads from, 431; feeding the destitute 
at, 483; success of the Army of the Tennes¬ 
see at, II, 172 

Read, Theodore, sent to recall Washburn, II, 
*330; attacks Lee near Farmville, 330, 331, 
454; killed, 331, 454 

Reading, Grant’s fondness for, I, 20, 31, 35 
Real-estate business, Grant in the, I, 168 
Reams’s Station, Va., Hancock and Gregg 
defeated at, II, 212, 421; destruction of 
the Weldon railroad at, 414, 421; Wilson 
defeated at, 415 

Rebellion, the Mexican war the forerunner 
of the, 1,130, 170; “patriotic” writers on 
the, 132; political effects of, on partici¬ 
pants in, 136; the right to suppress, II, 
356,357; necessity of breaking the military 
power of the, 397, 403 

Rebel property, policy of destruction of, I, 
304, 305 

Reconstruction, a blow to, II, 358, 3G0; the 
period of, 370 
Recreations, boyish, T, 9 
Red River, the, the Fourth Infantry ordered 
up, I, 28; in camp between the Sabine 
and, 31,35, 36; possible route to Vicksburg 
via, 373; waterway for the enemy, 374; 
tlie enemy’s holdings below, 374; Ellet’s 
action on, 387; the ram “Webb” in, 388; 
Banks’s operations on, 410, 419, II, 58, 61, 
64,65, 72,400,426,427; getting the gunboats 
over the rapids, 426 

Redwood, trade in, at Humboldt, 1,165 


Refugees, employing, at Jefferson City, I, 
210 . See also Negroes 
Regimental bands, maintenance of, 1,141 
Regimental funds, 1,141 
Reorganization of the armies, plans for, II, 
45 et seq. 

Republican Party, rise of the, I, 169; how 
viewed in the South, 170,171; in Galena, 
173; disasters in the elections of 1862, 369; 
effect of Sherman’s and Sheridan’s suc¬ 
cesses on the campaign of 1864, 94 
Resaca, Ga., battle of, II, 85, 423; Wheeler 
cuts railroad between Dalton and, 92 
Resaca de la Palma, topography of, I, 67; 

battle of, 70-72; Taylor’s army at, 130 
Revolution, the right of, 1,175 
Reynolds, Thomas C., lieutenant-governor 
of Missouri, joins the rebels, 1,180 
Rice, James C., Ids command, II, 98; killed 
at Spottsylvania, *130 
Richardson, Anna, I, 2 
Richeson and Rand, school of, I, 8 
Richmond, La., projected waterway via, I, 
380; McClernand sent to New Carthage 
via, 388 

Richmond, Va., report of great Confederate 
victory at Fort Donelson sent to, I, 249, 
254; depression in, over fall of Fort Don¬ 
elson, 260; Johnston’s despatch to, con¬ 
cerning Fort Donelson, 267; one line of 
communication between the West and, 
317; battles near, II, 54; defenses of, 
and positions of the Confederate army 
around, 55, 66, 174, 399; Butler’s oper¬ 
ations against, 58, 62, 73, 75, 402-404; Gill- 
more and Smith to operate against, 58, 62; 
possibilities and fears of Lee’s falling 
back to, 63, 66, 119, 121, 152, 168, 402; de¬ 
pendence on Lee, 66; exchange of news¬ 
papers with, 68, 181; leakage of news 
from the Union armies to, 68, 69; the ob¬ 
ject of the Grand Campaign, 71, 73, 401; 
operations against railroads and tele¬ 
graphs communicating with, 73, 77, 133, 
140, 141, 154, 177, 405, 406, 409, 414, 415, 443; 
Grant plans to fight Lee between the Rapi¬ 
dan and, 73, 174,402; Sheridan’s operations 
against, 77-79, 133, 141, 294, 405, 406, 445; 
the grand movement of the Army of the 
Potomac against, 95 et seq.; hopes of get¬ 
ting between Lee and, 121,122,127,147, 152 
ct seq.., 405; Beauregard’s defensive oper¬ 
ations, 133,144,188; Hancock’s operations 
against, 145, 147; movement by the left 
flank on, 142, 145 et seq.; Lee reinforced 
from, 146, 151; Warren’s movements 
against, 147; “ Live Yankees ” in, 151,152; 
Lee telegraphs belated news to, 157; 
roads from Hanover to, 157; proposed siege 
of, 174, 409; importance to the Confed¬ 
eracy, 176, 291, 319, 320; consternation in, 
and desperate condition of, 181,199, 280, 
291,355; Confederate gunboats at, 182, 185; 
importance of the Shenandoah Valley to, 
204, 205; movements to prevent Early’s 
reinforcement from, 209; threatening, 
from the north, side of the James, 209, 
218, 219,409, 420; the President fears the 
reinforcement of Early from, 218; Con¬ 
federate troops from the Valley sent to, 
224; close of active operations around, for 
the winter, 225; plan of campaign against, 
for spring of 1865, 226, 446-448; length of 
lines before, 231; reinforcements for 
Fort Fisher from, 265,266; proposed move- 
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Sherman against, 272 , 301 , 441 
449; Lee to be -watched oloselv at 2 ^ 
frantic efforts in, to retard Sherman’s ad’ 
vanoe, 280; Davids and Lee 5£e™t 0 abS 
^on, 296; plan for capturing, 300 • Weitzel 
notified to he ready to enter, 308;’theCon? 
federate government abandons, 316 * de- 
Practised on the people of 320* 
Weitzel enters, 320; found to be onfire, 320 
321; Lincoln’s visit to, 355, 356, 363 • oro- 

posed mcetmg of the Virginia legislature 
J^erthefall of, 355 , 356,363; Hallecksent 
to, 374 ; Halleck invites Sherman to 374 * 
Gov. Smith’s flight from, 377; jimctton 
of the Armies of the Potomac and of the 
James before, 402, 446 ; possibility of cap¬ 
turing, in 1864, 404; Kautz’s expedition 
against the road south of, 406; recall of 
troops from Washington to, 417 ; Earlv’s 
retreat toward, 417 ; weakness of the ene¬ 
my’s lines before, 421, 451; operations be¬ 
fore, during winter 1864-65, 422; Canby 
ordered to send troops before, 427; fears 
that Lee would abandon, 446; possible 
plans of the enemy for the defense of, 
448; its capture imminent, 450; cavalry 
sent to Petersburg from, 451 
Richmond and Danville railroad, Va. , II, 328 
Richmond and Fredericksburg road, Lee’s 
position on the, II, 153 
Richmond and Petersburg railroad, why 
Butler could not cross the, II, 75 
Ricketts, J. B., his command, II, 99; at bat¬ 
tle of the Monocacy, 196, 416 ; sent to Bal¬ 
timore, 416 

Rienzi, Miss., troops at, I, 327, 335, 340 
Riley, Bennett, at Contreras, I, *111 
Ringgold, Samuel, killed at Palo Alto, I, *69 
Ringgold, Ga., movements, engagements, 
etc., at, II, 25,26, 83 
Rio Frio Mountain, the, 1,108,128 
Rio Grande, the, boundary of Texas, I, 32, 
33, 134; preparing to advance toward, 
45, 54; wild horses on, 61; arrival of the 
U. S. army at, 63; outbreak of the war on, 
66; course and characteristics, 67; move¬ 
ment of troops on, 76; Scott advises fall¬ 
ing back, to, 92; in camp on, 94; to Vera 
Cruz from, 95, 96; advantage of placing a 
garrison on, 484; in Union hands, n, 53, 
398; orders to Banks to hold the, 58, 61, 
400; proposed use of colored troops on, 
400; Sherman sent to, 389,459 
Ripley, O., school life in, I, 8, 14; Grant 
starts for West Point from, 18 
Ripley, Miss., Rosecrans’s pursuit to, 1,348 
Rivanna River, Sheridan destroys bridges 
over, II, 445 

Roanoke River, the, proposed movements 
on, II, 301, 449; Wilson destroys the Dan¬ 
ville railroad at, 415 ; Sumner to destroy 
supplies south of, 448 
Robertson, J. M., II, 100 
Robinson, John C., II, 98 
Rockville, Md., Early at, II, 416 
Rockwell, William, I, 2 
Rockwell, the widow, 1, 2 
Rocky Springs, Miss., McPherson andMc- 
Clernand at, I, 413 

Rodes, R. E., II, 101 , .. +T 

Rodney, Miss., contemplated landing at, I, 

Rolling Fork, water communications of, I, 
377 

;Rome, Ga., Bragg at, 1,329; Sherman sends 


troops toJET, 232; captured by Jefferson c. 

Rosecrans, W. S., commanding left wins: 

L rn ; troops of, 
; commanding 
KSf-ft of Corinth, plan of op*r£ 
wif 0r,3 ^ ; ^ laj at :j 4 i; de¬ 

feated on the Jacinto road, U2; enters 
optaiOBOtlK; to12 
subordination, dilatoriiiesj*, etc., > 4 -?, 

492, 493; faint-hearted pursuit by, * 3 ii; 
Van Dorn’s attempt to capture, 346; fail- 
ure to pursue after victory at Corinth, 347 
348; ordered back, 348; losses at Corinth, 
348; relieved from duty with Army of tit* 
Mississippi, 349; succeeds Buell In tc re¬ 
mand, 349; denounces Murphy for sur¬ 
rendering Inka, 361 ; confronted by Bra&r 
m Tennessee, 448; driven into Chatta¬ 


nooga, 487,488,494; Giant ordered to < co¬ 
operate with, 487, 494; C. A. Dana *ent to, 
488; Halleck suggests that Grant relieve, 
491; superseded by Thomas, 431; ordered 
to move against Bragg, 492; ccnfronted 
by Bragg at 3Iar£reeSboro, 492; Dima 
fears his retreat from Chattanooga, 432, 
493; assistance needed for, 4&r, M§ mis¬ 
take in operations against Bragg, 493 . 4 24; 
defeated at Chickamauga, 494; almndosa 
Lookout Mountain, 494; difficulty of 
bringing supplies to, 435; ^drifted of Ms 
supersession, 497; meeting with, at Ste¬ 
venson, 4%; contemplated retrasrrade 
movement of, 499; reinforcements for* scs: 


operations in Missouri n, », 427, m; 

ordered to send A. J. Smith to Thomas, m 
Ross, G. W., reports probability of captur¬ 
ing Fort Fisher, n, 437 
Ross, L. F., commanding at Bolivar, I, 
*328; reinforcements for, 329; enters* the 
Yazoo Pass, *375, 376; retreat of, 376; 
anxiety for, 877 

Rosser, Thomas L., his command, II, ICQ; 
in battle of the Wilderness, 109; defeated 


by Sheridan at Fisher’s Hill, * 221 

Rossville, Ga., Hooker’s oj>eratkms at, I, 
520, 521, H, 12, 14,19, 23, 25 

Rough-and-Ready, Ga., Sherman defeats 
Hood near, II, 424 

“ Rough and Ready, Old,” I, 73-75, 105-107. 
Bee also Taylor, Zachary. 

Rousseau, Lovell H., makes raid into Ala¬ 
bama, n, *89; reinforces Sherman, m , 424 

Rowley, W. R., sent to bring up Lew Wal¬ 
lace’s division at Shiloh, 1, 278 ; on Grant’s 
staff, IX, 69; instructions to, betrayed to 
Richmond, 69 

Russell, D. A., his command, II, 90 ; encoun¬ 
ters Barringer’s brigade, *1* 

Rust, Albert, joins Van Dom in attack on 
Corinth, I, 345 


Sabine Cross Roads, La., defeat of Banks 
at, 11,426 A , 

Sabine River, in camp between the Bm 
River and, I, 31 ; boundary of Texas. 32 
Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y., in garrison at, I, 
153 

Sacrificios, Mex., debarkation at, L 96 
Sailor’s Creek, Va., location and conrse,IL 
328; battle of, 329, 454; depressing effect 
of the battle on the Omfederate®, a» 

St. Augustine, Fla., in Union hands, H, 54, 
398 
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St. Francis River, movement against the 
enemy on the, 219 

St. Louis, Mo., Grant reports for duty at, 
I 25; visits to, 30, 36, 152, 153, 187-190, 
234 , 235 , II, 42; farming near, I, 167, 168; 
in the real-estate business in, 1G8; a can¬ 
didate for office in, 168; danger to the 
U. S. arsenal at, 187; secession spirit in, 
189; hauling down the rebel flag in, 189, 
190; office in, 205; ordered to report at, 
210; Gen. Prentiss reports at, 212; visit to 
Halleck at, 234, 235; transportation for 
Sherman’s army from, 357; collecting 
boats from, 386; sending supplies to Sher¬ 
man from, 512; visit to F. I). Grant at, II, 
42; the Mississippi in Union hands from 
its mouth to, 398; “ St. Louis,” gunboat, 
at Fort Donelson, 247 

Saline River, Steele’s battle on the, II, 427 
Salisbury, N. C., Stoneman’s expedition 
against, II, 442, 458 
Salt River, service on the, 1, 199-201 
Saltillo, Mex., I, 80, 82 
Saltville, Va., Crook’s operations at, II, 58, 
.61, 403; Burbridge’s expedition against, 
428; Stoneman’s expedition against, 434 
San Augustin Tlalpan, Mex., occupation of, 
1, 109; feasts at, 140 

San Antonio, Tex., paying off troops at, I, 
47 ; trip from Corpus Cbristi to, 47-53; 
Mexican massacre at, 49 ; situation, 109; 
Garland’s brigade at, 109, 110; battle of, 
111 , 112 

San Antonio River, I, 48, 51, 52 
San Cosme garita, the, 1, 116, 117; assault 
on, 120-123; the gun in the belfry at, 123, 
124 

Sanders, J. C. C., IT, 102 
Sanders, John, at battle of Monterey, I, *82 
Sand Mountain, Hood crosses, II, 431 
San Francisco, Cal., arrival of the Fourth 
Infantry at, I, 158 ; the city in 1852, 159- 
161 ; in 1853, 165, 166 ; gambling in city lots 
in, 166; the city in 1854, 166 
Sanitary Association, the, at Vicksburg, 1,452 
San Juan de Ulloa, Mex., I, 96, 97 
San Patricio, Indian massacres at, I, 48; 
settlement at, 52 

Santa Anna, A. L. de, capture of, by Tex¬ 
ans, I, 33; treaty with Texas, 33, 34; 
massacres by, 34; commanding Mexican 
forces at Cferro Gordo, 99; wonderful 
inarch by, 102 ; negotiations with, 114,115; 
evacuates the City of Mexico, 124,134 
Santo Domingo, the question of annexa¬ 
tion of, II, 393 

Savannah, Ga., preparations for campaign 
against, H, 33; movements to and from, 
proposed and executed, 230-233, 272, 276, 
429, 430, 441; Sherman’s march to, 240,247; 
torpedoed roads near, 247, 248; investment 
of, 247-231; opening communication with 
the Union fleet at, 248; strength, 250; im¬ 
portance of capture of, 250; topography, 
250,251; evacuation of, 251; destruction of 
the navy-yard, and capture of stores at, 
251, 252; capture of a blockade-runner at, 
252; turned over to Gen. Foster, 271; news 
of the capture of, in the North, 271; Sim¬ 
eon Draper nut in charge of abandoned 
and captured property at, 271; Sherman 
clears up in, 276; intrenching at, 276; 
distance of Goldsboro from, 282; Sherman 
goes to, 374; troops sent to, 420; occupa¬ 
tion of, 431 ; Foster’s expedition against 


the railroad between Charleston and, 43i, 
anticipating Sherman’s arrival at, 440 

Savannah, Tenn.,Grantreassumescommand 
at, I, 271; C. F. Smith sick at, 271, 279, 
troops at, 272; advance on Pittsburg Land¬ 
ing from, 273; headquarters at, 275; Nel¬ 
son arrives at, 276; Buell expected at, 277, 
McCook’s march to, 292 

Savannah River, Sherman’s operations on 
the, II, 231, 276, 431 

Scale, Alfred M., II, 102 

Schenck, Capt., commanding the “Ohio,” 
1,154 

Schofield, John M., troops sent to, I, 485: 
commanding in East Tennessee, II, 43; 
relieves Foster, 43; unable to move for 
lack of supplies, 44; commanding depart¬ 
ment under Sherman, 54; commanding the 
Department of the Ohio, 81, 422; com¬ 
manding at Knoxville, 82; strength, 82; 
Sherman’s plan for his advance, 83; move¬ 
ment from Knoxville, 83; successes at 
Kenesaw, 87; hlames Palmer for failure 
of operations, 92; disputed seniority be¬ 
tween Palmer and, 92; ordered to rein¬ 
force Thomas, 238; Thomas’s orders to, 
before Franklin, 254; Hood turns his po¬ 
sition, 254; falls hack to Columbia, 254; 
strength before Franklin, 254; retreats 
to Franklin, 255; defeats Hood at Frank¬ 
lin, 255,432; retreats to Nashville, 255, 256, 
433; strength, 274; ordered to Annapolis, 
274; sent to Wilmington or New Berne, 
275, 441; arrives at Annapolis, 280; Grant 
makes tour of inspection with, 280, 440; 
sent to Cape Fear River, 280; to seize tlic 
Wilmington and Charlotteville railroad, 
281; to land troops at Smithville, 281; at 
Goldsboro, 285, 441, 442, 446; moves with 
Sherman against Johnston, 422; opera¬ 
tions against Buzzard’s Roost, 423; or¬ 
dered to Chattanooga., 431; roaches John¬ 
son ville, 432; commanding at Pulaski, 432; 
ordered East, 439; reaches Washington, 
439; placed under Sherman’s orders, 439; 
to command tho Department of North 
Carolina, 439; sent to Fort Fisher and 
New Berne, 439; instructions as to coop¬ 
eration with Sherman, 439, 440; to secure 
rolling-stock from Washington, 440; cap¬ 
tures Wilmington, 441; to reinforce Sher¬ 
man, 441; commanding the Twenty-third 
Corps, 441; Sherman opens communica¬ 
tions with, 442 

Scott, Sir Walter, Grant’s fondness for 
works of, I, 20 

Scott, Winfield, visits West Point, I, 22; 
political aspirations of, * 90, 91; difficulties 
concerning his appointment to command 
in Mexico, 90-93; sent to Mexico, 91-93; 
opposes Taylor’s plan of the war, 92; 
deceived by the Administration, 92; with¬ 
draws regular troops from Taylor, 92-94; 
arrives at Camargo, 93; size of his army, 
98, 99; plans the capture of Corro Gordo, 
100, 101; reduction of his army at Ja- 
lapa, 103; at Puebla, 104; handicapped by 
want of troops, 105; streugth at Puebla, 
105; contrasted with Taylor, 105-107; per¬ 
sonal characteristics and military char¬ 
acter, 105-107, 135; position at AyotJa, 109; 
reoonnoiters Contreras, 110; strategy and 
tactics at Churubusco, 112,113; reasons for 
not entering City of Mexico, 114; declares 
armistice at an end, 115; occupies Tacuba- 
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Shenandoah Valley, tho, importance of, to 
Mw CmifoderatOH, II, 57 , m, 205,207,209, 
j **jP! .ito for Orel’s operations in, 
til 1 Hhialdatt’H operations in, 94 , 206, 213 -, 
m mm, m, m, m ; possibility of 
fpintmina Loo from, m ; Ewell sent to, 
IM 1 Early’s eiporatlems in, 181,213,216,420; 
loft mnm to Early, 195, 416; Hunter’s op- 
emtloiw In, 192, 194, 195, 412,417, 418; bad 
polloy of Htn ntem anel Halleck concerning, 
movltiK troops toward. 207; visit to 
Httorldfiu In, 214,215; Wright left in com- 
maml la, 222; Union troops withdrawn 
from, 224; virtual (dosing of the campaign 
111 , 224: (‘onfuderato treiops sent to Rich- 
motid Irtmt, 224; proneised movements for 
ftnum*>k In, for spring of 1865, 226 ; pro- 
ImiwhI plan of (campaign from, in spring 
of Mift, 226; BUeridan moves on the James 
from, TM ; Confeulorato force in, 399 ; 
Hlgtd s otHTationN in, 403, 411; necessity 
of breaking mllremd communication be¬ 
tween Richmond and, 409; engagement at 
Haledcer’H Fen*y, 417 ; to be depleted, 418, 
mi the emuny’H last attempt to invade 
the Horlli via, 420; withdrawal of the 
raeiny from, 443; Bhoridau to move to¬ 
ward Bberaian from, 443, 444 
Bheeherditown, Va., Bigel retreats across 
the Potomac at, II, 410 
Sheridan, P. H., brings news of Bragg to 
Corinth, L 329; meeting with, at Cormth, 
*\m * his early career, 833, 384; relations 
with Halleck, 333, 334; victory at Boon- 
vlilc, 3*14; promoted brigadier-general, 
m ; reaches and fortifies Louisville, 334; 
I» action at Fort Wood, IT, 3; in battle of 
Chattanooga, 15-18; supersedes Gen. 
Pleasanton, 00; eotmnanding Cavahy 
Corns, Army of tho Potomac, 00 , 97, 99 ; 
first raid on Leris communications, 76-80, 
121,188, Ml, 153,405,406; crosses the North 
Anna, 73 , 4M; destroys railroad at Ash- 
litnd, 78, 400; passes the outer defenses of 
Richmond, 78, 406; defeats Btuart at Yel- 
low Tavern, 78, 406; crosses the Chicka- 
homlny, 78 , 79,400; at Haxall s Landing. 
79. 400 ; crosses the Pamunkey, 79,408; at 
Whitt! House, 79, 414; campaign in the 
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Shenandoah Valley , 94; political effect of 
Ms victory, 94,217; m battle of the Wilder¬ 
ness, 109, 111; at Todd's Tavern, 120, 122; 
Ms plans for capture of Spottsylvania 
balked by Meade, 122,123; movement to¬ 
ward Hanover, 156, 40S; crosses the Pa- 
munkey, 156,408; action at Hawes’s Shop, 
158; reconnaissance toward Meelianies- 
ville* 158, 159; to reconnoiter toward Cold 
Harbor, 159; to communicate with Smith, 
159; position near Cold Harbor, May 30, 
1864, 161, 408; repulses attack, 161; in bat¬ 
tle of Cold Harbor, 162, 163; reconnoiters 
on the Ckickahominy, 165; expedition 
against the Virginia Central railroad, 176, 
177,181,192-194, 409, 414; defeats Hampton, 
193; operations at Trevidian Station, 193, 
4.14-; breaks up the depot at White House, 
194; returns to the Army of the Potomac, 
194, 414; movement via Deep Bottom, 199, 
201, 415; Stanton’s objection to giving 
command to, 205; sent to the Valley, 205, 
206,. 418, 419; supersedes Hunter, 207, 419; 
in Washington, 207 ; strength, 208; meets 
Grant at the Monocacy, 208, 419; instruc¬ 
tions given to, 208; confronted by Early 
in the Valley, 208; informed concerning 
reinforcements sent against him, 209; 
follows Early to Strasburg, 213; sending 
information of Early’s reinforcements 
to, 213, 214; difficulty of getting orders 
to, through Washington, 214, 221; thrown 
on the defensive, 214, 419; visit to, at 
Charlestown, 214, 215, 419; completeness 
of his plans, 214, 215, 419; at Harrison¬ 
burg, 216; defeats Early at the Opequan, 
216, 420; pursues Early to Fisher’s Hill, 
216; despoils the Valley, 217, 221,420; con¬ 
gratulations for, 217; the President’s anxi¬ 
ety for, 217, 218; recommends a reduction 
of his force, 220; precantions to prevent 
the enemy getting in the rear of, 220; or¬ 
dered to cut the James River canal and the 
Virginia Central railroad, 221, 278; com¬ 
mences retreat down the Valley,221,420; de¬ 
feats Early’s cavalry at Fisher’s Hill, 221, 
420; Grant’s telegraphed orders to, Oct. 
14, 1864, 221, 222; summoned to Washing¬ 
ton, 222; orders cavalry up the Valley, 222; 
return to Winchester from Washington, 
222 , 223; at Front Royal hears of Early’s 
movement to crush him, 222; the famous 
“ride,” 223, 420; intrenches, 223; defeats 
Early, 224,420; letter to, Feb. 20,1865, 278, 
444; ordered to raid from Lynchburg, 278, 
444; defeats Early between Staunton and 
Charlottesville, 293,445; hazardous march 
to White House, 293,294,445; moves toward 
Richmond, 294, 445; tine condition of his 
cavalry, 294; crosses the Anna rivers, 295, 
445; reaches White House, 295,445,446; at¬ 
tacked at Ashland, 295; reaches City Point, 
300; instructions for his movements, 
March 29, 1865, 300-302, 447, 448; proposed 
cooperation with Sherman, 301, 443, 444, 
450; advance on Five Forks, 303-306, 451; 
moves back to Dinwiddle Court House, 
$04,452; driven back near Five Forks, 304; 
Warren ordered to Ms assistance, 305,452; 
relieves Warren, 306; in battle of Five 
Forks, 306, 307, 452; comes in on the left, 
311; in battle of Sutherland’s Station, 312, 
453; pursues from Sutherland’s Station, 
312; ordered to move out on the Danville 
road, 316,453; reinforced by Humphreys, 


316; plan to unite with Grant, 318; notified 
of Lee’s route to Farmville, 322; hazard¬ 
ous position, 323; intercepts Lee’s mes¬ 
sage for rations, 323; advised to attack, 
324; despatch to Grant, Aprils, 1865, 324; 
reports Lee at Amelia Court House, 324; 
at Burkesville, 324; assists Meade, 325; 
prevented from attacking by Meade, 325; 
asks Grant to go to Jetersville, 325; con¬ 
sultation with, 326; takes the Sixth Corps 
under his command, 330; bivouacs at 
Prince Edward’s Court House, 333; south- • 
erly movement of, 333; pushes forward to 
capture Lee’s trains at Appomattox, 333, 
335, 455, 456; vim of his troops, 335; orders 
Custer south of Appomattox Station, 335; 
Lee asks him for suspension of hostilities, 
338; excitement ahaong Ms troops, 340; 
sent to the Rio Grande, 389, 390, 459; 
crosses the Rapidan, 404; crosses the 
James near Fort Powhatan, 414; advances 
toward Gordonsville, 414; sent to Har¬ 
per’s Ferry, 419; cavalry sent to, 419; 
promptness, 419; pursues Early through 
the Blue Ridge, 420; returns to Strasburg, 
420; takes position on north side of Ce¬ 
dar Creek, 420; defeats Early at Stras¬ 
burg, 420; reinforces the Army of the 
James, 420; ordered to send troops to Bal¬ 
timore, 438; moves from Winchester, Feb. 
27,1865, 444; to look after Mosby, 444; se¬ 
cures bridge at Mt. Crawford, 445; enters 
Staunton, 445; defeats Early at Waynes¬ 
boro, 445; march to Charlottesville, 445; de¬ 
stroys bridges over the Rivaima,445; aban¬ 
dons idea of capturing Lynchburg, 445; 
destroys James River canal, 445; failure 
of expeditions to Duguidsville and Hard- 
wicksvillc, 445; concentrates at Columbia, 
Ya., 445; threatens Richmond, 445; move¬ 
ments on the Pammikey, 445; moves from 
White House, 446; crosses James River, 
446 ; rejoins Army of Potomac in front of 
Petersburg, 446; instructions to, March 
28, 1865, 450; position, March 29, 1865, 450; 
in battle of Sailor’s Creek, 450; letter to, 
March 29, 1865, 451; reinforced by Miles, 
452; returns Miles to his proper command, 
453; intrenchea near Jetersville, 453; re¬ 
ports Lee’s army demoralized, 453; pur¬ 
sues Lee toward Danville, 454 
Sherman, W. T., sent to Smithland, I, 258, 
*259; generous offer by, 259; expedition 
to Burnsville, 273; commanding division 
in Army of the Tennessee, 273, 274; pur¬ 
sues Johnston’s cavalry, 275; quality of 
Ms troops and their commander, 279, 282; 
at Shiloh, 279, 280, 282, 284-286, 288, 302; 
wounded, 282; records gallantry of Mc¬ 
Cook’s command at Shiloh, 292; accuracy 
of his reports of Shiloh, 305; action beforo 
Corinth, 314; dissuades Grant from leaving 
the Department of the Tennessee, 319; 
commanding at Memphis, 328,335, 357, 488, 
11,39; com m an ding right wing of the Army 
of the Mississippi, 1,335,352 ; meeting with, 
at Columbus, 355; personal and military 
ability and characteristics, 355,356,512,11, 
139,230; instructions to, I, 357, 358; corre¬ 
spondence with Grant, I, 357, 358, 483, 488, 
II, 58, 230-233, 249, 250, 273-275, 429, 430, 453, 
454; sent to Memphis in charge of move¬ 
ment against Vicksburg, I, 358; coopera¬ 
tion between Grant and, 359; first attack 
on Vicksburg, 364; strength, 365; with- 
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draws from the Yazoo, 366; distrusts Mc- 
Clernand s ability, 367; expedition up 
Steele s Bayou, 378; on Black Bayou 378 
379 ; commanding left wing of Army of the 
Tennessee, 390; advance upon New Car- 

niii’5?' ono’ orcl ?xi 6 ? to threaten Haines’s 
Blug, 398; withdraws from Haines’s 
Bluff, 400; atBruinsburg, 401; disapproves 
plan of cutting loose from base of sup¬ 
plies, 411; arrives at Grand Gulf 41 ^* 
marches from Grand Gulf to Hankinson’s 
Perry, 413; at Big Sandy and Auburn, 
413; at Fourteen-Mile Creek, 413 - 415 ; at 
Raymond, 419, 420; to march on Jackson, 
420; at battle of Jackson, 421-423; John¬ 
ston’s plan to defeat. 424; destroys Jack- 
son, 424, 427; march from Jackson to Bol¬ 
ton, 428, 437; goes to Bridgeport,437,441,516- 
518; conversation with, on Walnut Hills, 
441,442, 453; prophetic view of the Vicks¬ 
burg campaign, 442, 453; in investment of 
Vicksburg, 443, 448; sacrifices in favor of 
McOlornand, 445; Northern visitors to, be¬ 
fore Vicksburg, 453; credit due to, for the 
Vicksburg campaign, 453; disclaims the 
credit, 453; loyal support from, 453,454; re¬ 
monstrates against the plan of campaign, 
453, 454; complains of McClernand’s con¬ 
gratulatory order, 457; assigned to com¬ 
mand of forces from Haines’s Bluff to the 
Big Black, 458; ordered to drive Johnston 
from Mississippi, 473, 475,482; command¬ 
ing at Haines’s Bluff, 482; on the Big Black, 
482; besieges Jackson, 482, 483; line from. 
Haines’s Bluff to the Big Black, 484; or¬ 
dered back to Vicksburg, 484; renders 
assistance during Grant’s disablement, 
487; sent to reinforce Rosecrans, 494; 
passes Eastport, 498; assigned to com¬ 
mand the Army of the Tennessee, 500; 
loaves Memphis for Corinth, Sil; repairs 
roads, 511,512; ordered to Stevenson, 512; 
at Florence, 512; notified of Confederate 
movement toward Nashville, 512; move¬ 
ments and positions on the Tennessee, 
512, 519-521, 524, II, 5,30, 32,38; to halt Gen. 
Doclge at Athens, I, 513; urged forward, 
516; plan of movement for relief of Burn¬ 
side, 517; detained at Elk River, 517; meet¬ 
ing with Grant at Chattanooga, 518; to co¬ 
operate with Thomas, 519; plan of battle 
for, 520, 522; trip from Chattanooga to 
Bridgeport, 523; with the advance at 
Brown’s Ferny, 523; reaches his position 
undiscovered, 525; ready for action at 
Brown’s Ferry, II, 4; in battles of Mission¬ 
ary Ridge and Chattanooga, 6, 7,. 10, 12, 
13, 15, 16, 18, 20, 23, 30; at Graysville, 25, 
26; at Ringgold, 26; destroys railroad be¬ 
tween Dalton and Knoxville, 27; march 
to Knoxville, 27, 28,38; proposes to assist 
Burnside in driving Longstreet out of 
Tennessee, 37; proceeds to clear the east 
bank of the Mississippi, 39; sends scout¬ 
ing expeditions from Vicksburg, 40; 
moves against Polk at Meridian, 41; nar¬ 
rowly escapes capture ,at Decatur, 4i; 
proposes to move, against Shreveport, 
42; Thomas to cooperate with, 4-, 43, 
cooperation with Banks, 42, 

84, 400, 425; recommended by Meade as 
his successor, 46; commanding the Mm- 
tary Division of the Mississippi 46f«, 54, 
399; meeting with, at Nashville, 47,48; dis¬ 
cussion of the spring campaign, 48, 40, 
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commander (Sedgwick), 405; readies the 
North Anna, 406; in battle of Cold Harbor, 
408; ordered to City Point, 413; ordered 
to Baltimore and Washington, 416; or¬ 
dered to Harper’s Ferry, 417; returned 
to Army of the Potomac, 420; in action, 
Mar. 25, 1865, 440; pursues Lee toward 
Danville, 453, 454; in battle of Sailor’s 
Creek, 454; at Farrnville, 454. See also 
Sedgwick; Wright. 

Slaters ville, N. C., Stone man’s raid at, II, 
458 

Slaughter, W. A., trying experience of, I, 
157, 158; killed by Indians, 158 

Slavery, John Brown’s attempt to over¬ 
throw, I, 4; supported by the church, 17; 
in Texas, 33; influence in the Texas an¬ 
nexation scheme, 33; influence in the 
Mexican war, 115; the burning issue of, 
170,171; the divine institution of, 173; the 
influence of the cotton-gin on, 170; in 
the South, 179,180, 507, 508; Lincoln’s de¬ 
termination to abolish, II, 289, 363; cause 
of the civil war, 386, 387 

Slaves, liberation of tbe, 1,171; dangers of 
an insurrection of, 508 

Slocum, Henry W., commanding Twelfth 
Corps, I, 503; ordered to reinforce Rose- 
crans,503; occupies Atlanta, II, *93; com¬ 
manding left wing of Sherman’s army, 
234; moves to Stone Mountain, 240; threat¬ 
ens Augusta, 240; attacked by Johnston 
at Bentonville, 442 

“ Slugs,” on the Pacific Coast, 1,163 

Smallpox, fatality of, among Indians, 1,163, 
164 

Smith, A. J., at battle of Port Gibson, I, 
403; borrowing a horse from, *407; ordered 
to Bolton, 425; near Auburn and Ray¬ 
mond, 420; in battle of Champion’s Hill, 
428, 429, 432, 434; ordered to reinforce 
Sherman, 458; receives and confers with 
Gen. Bowen, 466, 467; at meeting between 
Pemberton and Grant, 467; his troops 
lent by Sherman to Banks, 65, 84, 198, 425, 
426: defeats Forrest, 198, 425; ordered to 
reinforce Thomas, 238, 433; operations in 
Missouri, 238,427 ; reinforces Thomas, 256; 
proposed movement for, 275; arrives at 
Memphis on his return from Red River, 
424, 425; military character, 425; captures 
Fort de Russy, 426; at Alexandria, 426; 
in battle of Henderson’s Hill, 426; defeats 
Taylor at Cane River, 426; engagement 
near Lake Chicot, 427; expected to rein¬ 
force Schofield, 432; arrives at Nashville, 
433; ordered to report to Canby, 439; 
moves against Mobile, 442,443, 458 

Smith, C. F\, commandant at West Point, 
I, 22; at Resaca de la Palma, 70; assigned 
to command at Paducah, *215; ordered to 
move against Columbus, 219; his district 
merged in the District of Cairo, 233; to 
threaten Forts Heim an and Henry, 234; 
in expedition against Fort Henry, 236,238, 
239; ordered to guard Forts Henry ana 
Heiman, 244, 245; in investment of Fort 
Donelson,, 245, 251-253; receives proposal 
of surrender from Buckner, 255; promoted 
major-general of volunteers, 260; credited 
by Halleck with capture of Fort Donel¬ 
son, 260; Grant approves his promotion, 
261; finds Clarksville evacuated, 262; com¬ 
manding at Clarksville, 263; letter from 
Buell to, 263; criticism of Buell’s orders 


264; goes to Buell’s assistance, 265; per¬ 
sonal characteristics, 270, 271; death or, 
271; commanding division of Army of the 
Tennessee, 274; sickness of, 274, 279; po¬ 
sition at Pittsburg Landing, 279 
Smith, Dr., a dangerous introduction to, I, 
322 

Smith, Dr., reports conversation with. Gen. 
Ewell, II, 332, 333 

Smith, E. Kirby, commanding Trans-Mis¬ 
sissippi Department, II, *210; confronted, 
by Steele, 210; surrender of, 368, 459; Pope 
sent against, 446 

Smith, Giles A., mans boats on the North. 
Chickamauga, IT, 5; wounded at Mission¬ 
ary Ridge, 7 

Smith, G. W., at Cerro Gordo, I, 100; com¬ 
manding Georgia militia, II, *244 
Smith, John E., promoted brigadier-gen¬ 
eral, I, 350; at battle of Port Gibson, 403: 
crosses the Tennessee, II, *5; in assault 
on Missionary Ridge, 6; in battle of Chat¬ 
tanooga, 13,14 _ . , 

Smith, Morgan L., sent to the North Cliick- 
amauga, II, *5; crosses the Tennessee, 5; 
in assault on Missionary K-idge, 6 ; in bat¬ 
tle of Chattanooga, 13,18; ordered to re- 
connoiter the tunnel, 18 
Smith. Sidney, humorous remark by, I, 95; 

mortally wounded, 95,126 
Smith, Watson, commanding gunboats at 
Yazoo Pass, I, *376 w 

Smith, William, governor of Virginia, II, 
*377; flight from Richmond to Danville, 
377; anecdote of, 377, 378; not permitted 
to act as governor after the surrender, 
378 

Smith, W. F., chief engineer of the Army 
of the Cumberland, I, *499 ; Ms genius and 
ingenuity, 499, 504; joins in inspection of 
situation at Chattanooga, 501; in expedi¬ 
tion to Brown’s Ferry, 504, 505; losses at 
Lookout Valley, 509; reconn ottering the 
line of Sherman’s march, 522; appointed 
chief engineer of the Military Division of 
the Mississippi, H, 4; valuable services 
in Chattanooga campaign, 31; promoted 
major-general, 31, 60; commanding But¬ 
lers right wing, 58, 60, 402; opposition to 
his promotion, 60; at White House, 154, 
159, 408; Sheridan ordered to communi¬ 
cate with, 159; strength, 163; in battle of 
Cold Harbor, 163,164, 166-168, 408; sent to 
reinforce Butler, 179, 181, 185, 186, 410; 
operations before Petersburg, 1 85-188,412, 
413; brought from Bermuda Hundred to 
join the Army of the Potomac, 408 
Smith, W. Sooy, brings reinforcements to 
Vicksburg, I, 456; ordered to Haines’s 
Bluff, 456; ordered to move against For¬ 
rest, II, 40; unsuccessful encounter with 
Forrest, 41 

Smithfield, N. C., J.E. Johnston retreats to, 

II 442 

“Smithfield,” the, sunk at Plymouth, II, 
407 

Smithland, Ky., occupation of, 1,215; Sher¬ 
man commanding at, 259 ; communication 
with Cairo, 268 

Smith’s Island, N. C., capture of, II, 270, 
439 

Smith’s Plantation, La., route to Perkins’s 
plantation from, 1,389 

Smithville, N. C., Schofteld to land troops 
at, H, 281 
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Smuggling, on Mexican frontier, I, 42 
Smyth, Thomas A., II, 97 
Snake Creek, its course, condition. Union 
positions on, etc., I, 278-281, 284, 285 
Snake Creek Gap, Ga., McPherson’s opera¬ 
tions at, II, 85, 423 

Snicker’s Ferry, Va., engagement at, II, 
417 

Snicker’s Gap, Va., getting information to 
Sheridan through, II, 214 
Snow-blindness, I, 144 
Soldiers, value of seasoned, II, 40 
Soldiers’ Homes, origin of, 1,133 
South, the, its real position, I, 175; clamor 
for secession in, 177-181; slavery in, 179, 
II, 386, 387; the class of 4 ‘ divine right ” in, 
I, 179; inconsistency in, 180; perils of 
Union sentiment in, 181; its military re¬ 
sources contrasted with those of the 
North, 230, II, 351-355; admiration for, I, 
370; benefited by the war, 507, 508; con¬ 
trasted with the North as regards license 
of speech and press, II, 31; a military 
camp, 228,523, 353; weary of the war, 228; 
Lincoln’s generosity toward, 289; conscrip¬ 
tion in, 292,352-354, 368, 399; exaggerations 
in reports of battles in the, 351; the press 
in, 352,410; the negroes in, during the war, 
352, 353; Pres. Johnson’s attitude toward, 
358-361, 370; the solid, 360, 3G1; the assas¬ 
sination of Lincoln a loss to, 369; garri¬ 
soning the, 373; the press of, on Sher¬ 
man’s operations, 375; military despotism 
in, 399. See also Confederate States. 
South Anna, movements on the, II, 148,153, 
295, 408 

South Carolina, secession of, I, 179, 183; 
Union holdings in, II, 53, 398; Sherman’s 
march through, 272, 278, 376, 439-441, 444; 
Admiral Dalilgren commanding off the 
coast of, 273 ; importance to the enemy, 
273; reasons for laying a heavy hand on. 
276, 277; Sherman to “ eat the vitals out 
of,” 278,444; J. E. Johnston pnt in com¬ 
mand of all troops in, 280,284; Stoneman’s 
operations in, 281, 282, 442; the hotbed of 
secession, 283 ; destruction of railroads in, 
284; reinforcements for Butler from, 402; 
Schofield to aid Sherman in, 439, 440; 
Thomas ordered to raid, 442 
South Chickamauga River, its course, etc., 

I, 502, 520; operations on, 520, 521, II, 5, 6 
Southeast Missouri, Grant assigned to com¬ 
mand District of, I, 211, 213, 214; chang¬ 
ing the name of the District of, 233 

South Side railroad, Va., its importance, 

II, 190, 303, 304; operations against, and 
movements on, 194, 225, 231, 299, 310, 312, 
313, 31G, 317, 322-324, 407, 413, 414, 422, 449, 
450, 453 

Spain, imposes restrictions on Mexican 
trade, I, 43; share in the Mexican Impe¬ 
rial scheme, II, 388 

Spanish Fort, Ala., investment, evacuation, 
and capture of, II, 367, 458 
Sparta, Tenn., Thomas orders cavalry to, I, 
518 

Special Orders No. no, II, 390-392 
Spottsylvania, Va., General Anderson at, I, 
142, II, 123,124; E.B. Washburne at, 68; roads 
to, 101, 102; march to, 119, 121, 405; Lee 
beats Grant to, 121,122, 405; Meade balks 
Sheridan’s plans to capture, 122,123; War- 
ren’s attack at, 123 ; Lee’s mistaken notion 
concerning the capture of, 124; situation, 


126; battle of, 126-132; Sheridan’s plan of 
occupation, 127; Upton’s charge at, 130, 
131; Hancock detained from the battle, 
125; uncovering the road to Fredericks¬ 
burg from, 143 ; a lesson of the battle, 144; 
artillery sent to Washington from, 144; 
movement of troops from, 147; Burnside 
and Wright held at, 147; Union losses at, 
183; Sedg-wiek killed at, 384; effect of the 
battle on the enemy, 410 
Springfield, Ill., Grant accompanies troops 
to, 1,185; Gen. Pope mustering-officer at, 
191; Grant ordered to Quincy from, 198; 
McClernand at, 360; McClernand ordered 
back to, 457 

Spring Hill, Tenn., Cheatham camps at, II, 
255 

Stafford, L. A., II, 101 

Stager, Anson, head of the telegraphic de¬ 
partment of the War Office, II, *35, 36 
Stanard’s Ford, Va., in Confederate hands, 
II, 147 

Stanley, D. S., in East Tennessee, II. 43; 
strength, *238; sent to reinforce Thomas, 
238, 431; falls back with Schofield’s train, 
255; Cheatham pursues, 255 ; wounded at 
Franklin, 255; ordered to Bull Gap, 282 
Stannard, G. J., captures Fort Harrison, II, 
218; wounded, *219 

Stanton, Edwin M., authorizes McClernand 
to command expedition against Vicks¬ 
burg, I, 358; orders Grant to Cairo, 489; 
meeting at Indianapolis with, *490; pre¬ 
monition of his death, 491; communica¬ 
tion from C. A. Dana to, 491, 492; anxiety 
concerning Hosecrans, 496, 497; anxiety 
for Burnside, 523; informed of the raising 
of the siege of Knoxville, II, 31; controls 
the telegraph lines, 35; difference with, 
concerning use of the cipher code, 36, 37; 
personal characteristics, 37, 356, 380, 381; 
promises to restore Buell to duty, 50; 
acquaintance with, 51; cautions Grant 
against confiding plans to the President, 
51; Grant’s reticence with, 52; conferences 
with, 66; letter to, recommending promo¬ 
tions, May 13, 1864, 139; objects to giving 
command to Sheridan, 205; bad policy 
concerning the Shenandoah Valley, 205; 
revision of Grant’s orders by, 214; pro¬ 
motes officers at Fort Fisher, 270; visits 
Sherman at Savannah, 271; interview 
with, 274; notified of the arrival of the 
Peace Commissioners, 287; informed of 
Lee’s surrender, 347; countermands the 
order calling the Virginia legislature, 
356; denounces Sherman, 364, 365; Sher¬ 
man resents his insults, 379; contrasted 
with Lincoln 380, 381; Grant’s report to, 
July 22, 1865, 397-460 
State, sects versus the, 1,170 
State sovereignty, inconsistency in the 
South’s doctrine of, 1,180 
Staunton, Va., a source of supplies for Lee, 
11,142,411; proposition to send Sigel to, 
142; Hunter’s operations at and near, 176, 
177, 181, 192, 195, 411, 412; Sheridan defeats 
Early between Charlottesville and, 293, 
445; pursuit of Early through, 420 
Steam, changes wrought by the introduc¬ 
tion of, 1,176, II, 387 
Steam-bath, the Indians’, 1,163,164 
Steamboats, early Ohio River, I, 18; effect 
of the introduction of, H, 387, 388 
Steam-propeller, an early, I, 95 
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St *2Bo man ’ J ' B ” retof0I °es Thomas, II, 
F., ordered to march on tow rw 
d^£?’+ 1, * 8 ? 2 j moves to Bolton, 428- opl 
*° reinforce Sherman, 473 , 400 ■ 0T 

48aTT t0 (!f r in n n don ’ Miss -’ i 83 ! “ ArtansM, 
488, II, 65, 400; commanding department 

under Sherman, 54; Banks orderS^tn 
turn over defense of Eed Elver ?o 58 61 
65; commanding the Trans-MissisStmi 
Department, 81; confronting Kirby Snmh. 
210 ; movement to cooperate with Banks 
426; junction with Thayer at Elfcffi 
Ferry, 426>; occupies Camden, 427 ; loss at 
S r ^ Ml11 ’ 427; Mls ^cktitheArkan- 
011 the Saline Elver, 
427, to cut off Price’s retreat, 427 : moves 
P en s^o;a against Mobile, 458; in- 
vests Port Blakely, 458 
St - e . ele ’ s P a y°u, Miss., water communica- 
I » 3 I 7 j Sherman’s expedition up, 
877 a P as8a S e through, 

Stephens, Alexander H., Vice-President of 
the Confederate States, H, 287; Confeder¬ 
ate Peace Commissioner, 287 , *288, 289 ; 
physical peculiarities, 288-290; Lincoln’s 
characterization of, 290; capture of, 459 
Stevens, Aaron F., succeeds Burnham in 
comma,nd, II, 218; wounded in assault on 
Port Harrison, 218 

Stevens, Isaac I., at Cerro Gordo, I, *100 
Stevenson, Carter L., commanding Confed¬ 
erate forces on Lookout Creek, II, *8 
Stevenson, J. D., promoted brigadier-gen¬ 
eral, I, 350; at capture of Jackson, *423 
Stevenson, T. G., his command, II, 100; 

killed at Spottsylvania, 130 
Stevenson, Ala., meeting with Rosecrans 
at, I, 498; Sherman ordered to, 512, II, 39; 
railroad destruction at, I, 513; garrisoned 
by Thomas, II, 238,256 
Stewart, A. P., with Hood at Franklin, IL 
*254 


Stewart, George H.,kis command, H, 101; 
captured, 136 

Stone, Charles P. (“Stone Pacha”), trip to 
Popocatepetl, 1,142-145 
Stone, Roy, II, 98 

Stoneman, George, raid toward Macon, n, 
*90-92, 424; surrender of, 91, 92, 424; raids 
in and from Tennessee, 278, 281, 434, 446; 
to support Sherman, 281; raids toward 
Lynchburg, 281, 366, 367,442, 444, 446; raid 
in South Carolina, 281, 282, 442; tardy 
movements of, 366; movements in North 
Carolina, 366,442,458; movement against 
the Virginia and Tennessee railroad, 366, 
367: moves against Breckinridge, 434; de¬ 
feats Vaughn, 434; destroys Wytheville, 
434; destroys Saltville, 434; to release pris¬ 
on ers at Salisbury, 442; captures Salis¬ 
bury, 450; at Slatersville, 458 
Stone Mountain, Ga., Slocum moves to, H, 


Stone River, Tenn., possibilities of avoiding 
the battle of, 1,318 

Stony Creek, Va., Kautz hums railroad 
bridge at, II, 407; Wilson’s engagement 
at, 415; Sheridan’s movements near, 447 
Strasburg, Va., movements, engagements, 
etc., at, n, 72, 20'4, 420 . _ 

Strawberry Plains, ride to Lexington, Ky., 
from, II, 34 _ ~ 

Stuart, David, position at Pittsburg Land- 


ing, I,279; expedition up Steele's Bayou, 

J* E * B > defeated by Sheridan at 
Tavern, and mortem woSm 

H, *78; in battle of the WmefaeJtrn’ 
S 424 glS ’ S ‘ D ” defeat *d by Forrest, II, *W7 f 

Suffolk, Va., Kautz’s cavalrv expedition 
froiygainst the Weldon naiiSSfgfg 

! & amy 

"EXE r£ir ac ' Funist tai,te8 

Sumner, Colonel, operations against llirks- 
for d and the Weldon road, II, 44 - 
Superstitions, Grant’s, I, 29 , 382. 383 

Sta S°fi’ Y a ” battle 3^2, 

313,4o3; troops halted at, 321 
S 93 I( 94 ’’ Sierman updates the trade of, II, 

“Suviah,” the, mutiny on hoard of, I 4 ® 

Sweat-bath, the Indians’, I, m 164 
Sweitzer, Jacob B., H, 9b 
Swinton, William, unpleasant inrident con¬ 
cerning, n, 68-70; sentenced to be shot, 
70; expelled from the lines, 70 


Ta River, the, H, 126 

Tactics, Grant’s standing in, at West Point, 
I, 20, 203; brushing up, 203 

Tacubaya, Mex., the U. S. army at, L 114, 
115,119,140 

Tallahatchie River, movements, etc., on the, 
I, 352, 355, 356,358, 362, 375 

Tanning, Grant’s detestation of the trade, 
1,9 

Taylor, Richard, attack on Miliiken’s Bend 

by, 1,455; expected to aid Pemberton in 
escape across the Mississippi, 464; surren¬ 
der of, H, 368,459; defeated at Cane Elver, 
426; defends Mobile, 446 

Taylor, Gen. Zachary, in command of the 
Army of Occupation in Texas, I, 34, *44; 
personnel, size, equipment, etc*., of his 
army, 44,59,64,67-69, a), iso; provides duty 
for officers, 47; methods of moving troop® 
pursued by, 59, 79; his tactics compared 
with General Scott’s, 139; probable views 
of the war, 60, 127; personal characteris¬ 
tics, 60,72-75, 105-107; expedition to Point 
Isabel, 64-67; speculations regarding Ms 
feelings at Palo Alto, 68; volunteers for, 
72; enters Mexico, 72; reviews Ms army 
at Corpus Christi, 73; actual rank is Mex¬ 
ican war, 73, 74; visit of Comm. Connor 
to, 74, 75; encamped at Walnut Springs, 
79; establishes battery at Monterey, 82; 
a Presidential candidate, *91; Tegular 
troops withdrawn from, 92-M; battle of 
Buena Vista, 1, 92, 93,102; failure to meet 
Gen. Scott at Camargo, 98; elected Presi¬ 
dent, 93, 136; contrasted with Scott, l§5~ 
107; deserters from his anny at ttara- 
busco 112 

Taylor, Colonel, intercepted letter from, II, 


Taylor’s Ford, Va„ n, 155,156 
Telegraph, difficulties with, tn the Fort 
Donelson campaign, I, 268; effect of the 
introduction of the, H, 387,888 
Telegraph corps, the, work m tee field, n. 


JJU, J.XO . - _ 

Telegraph operator, a rebel, I, M8 
Telegraph road, H, 147,150 
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Thompion, Jacob, voynffo of onpiomige, 1, 

Thomptton, M. Jeff., Omni ordered agaiimt, 

I * *Utl; ojH'rafionM In MlHKourl, 211, 21 a, 214 
Thompson's Hill. Hoi‘. I‘out (Iibbon. 
Thompson'# plantation, Miss., action at, I, 

m 

Thornton, Seth B., captured by Mexican^ 
I, *iU 

Tidhali, John C., hln cmtmmnd, 11,97; in ac¬ 
tion at I’etoraburtf, March 24, 1805, *298 
TUghman, Lloyd, cvncuatciH Paducah, I, 
*21 r.; ilidViiHi* or Fort Henry, 289; capturo 
of, **J9 

Tidmcco, acquiring (ho habit, T, 42; rowtric- 
tlonrt on two of, at Wont Point, 42; Mexi¬ 
can (ratio in, 42 44 
Tod, George, i, U, 4 
Tod, Gov,, l, U 
Tod, Mr#., 1, (I 

Todd's Tavern, Va, f Grogg ordered to, XT, 
lou; llancock’H inovomontH toward ana 
tit, HI, 128-425, 127; Hhoridan'B actioiw 
nI, 111, 120, 12*2; CuHtor ddv(« the enemy 
from ('atharpln*X'urnacc to, 115: orders 
for night march to. 119,120; a night ride 
to, 1 * 11 , 121 ; Harly at, 124,125; Mott at, 128 
Toluca, Mex,, occupation of, 1,188 
Tompkins, C. H., It, 99 
Tompkins, J. A., U, 1(H) 

1’orhert, A. T„ conunandlng rt^guard, 
north of Mas Rapid an, U, *98; hiw com¬ 
mand, ltd; movement toward Hanover, 
Pit!; croHHiw the Raimmlcoy, 408; sent to 
Hherldnn at llnrpcr’H Fi'rry, 419 

, Confederate uhc of, 011 roads, II, 

Totopotomoy River, the, movcmcntH and 
camigcmcntH on, if, ir>8,1«1,100,188 
Tmtccy. Isaac, Hoerctary of the Navy, scat- 
tm’s the navy, i, *181 

rowimend, E. D., diHcovci’H a missing letter, 

I, A m 

Tower, Z. a, nt (Huto Gordo, 1,100; exenr- 
hion in Mexico, 142 ot h(hu; superviseB for- 
(itlcatlonH of Nashville, 1 1, 250 
Towfum, Nathan, on <u>urt of inquiry in 
Gen, HcoU'h CUHO, l, 185 
Traders, the nulsnimo of, within the lines, 


Torpedoes 
247. *J4H 


l, 894 

I’iaim-Ml8ii«iippi Department, surrender 
of the, 11, 80H 

Ptrason, open* In t he Bout h, 1,171; miestion 
of punishment for, It, 217; in the Chicago 
Convention, 217; Pres. Johnson’s denun- 
elutioim of, 859 , , . 

Trenton, Ga., plan Tor Hherman’s march 
from Whitesides to, I, 517 

TreviUian Station, Va., Hlu'rldan’s opm*a- 
tionsot, li, 198, 194, 414, 415 

TiM, Nii hohm P., eoiimdssloner to negotl- 
(e with Mexico, I, HM; ^tionfl 

with Mexico, 114, nr,, 184; recalled to 

Tull«nn I y 'River,’^Foster’s position on the, 

Tulhiboma, Miss., reinforcements for J* 
Johmdon from, I, 419; Forrest cuts the 

rntlroud at, 408 

*SS 3 £ 3 £fe® 5 s» 
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Tuscumbia, Ala., Halleck orders troops to, 
I, 487 

“Tuscumbia,” tlie, running tlie batteries 
at Vicksburg, I, 386 
Tuscumbia River, I, 309 
Tuttle, J. M., at battle of Jackson, I, *422, 
423 

Twelfth Army-corps, ordered to reinforce 
Rosecrans, I, 503; in operations west of 
Chattanooga, II, 8 

Twentieth Army-corps, in left wing of Sher¬ 
man’s army, II, 234; commanded by A. S. 
Williams, 234; Sherman holds Atlanta 
with the, 430 

Twenty-first Illinois Infantry, mustered in 
at Mattoon, 1, 190 ; Grant appointed col¬ 
onel, 194; personnel of the regiment, 194, 
195; addressed by McClernand and Lo- 

f an, 197: ordered to Quincy, Ill., 198; or- 
ered to Ironton, Mo., 198,207; relieved by 
tbe 19th Illinois at Palmyra, 199; drilling 
in battalion, 203, 204; appointment of 
aide-de-camp from, 205 
Twenty-fifth Army-corps, movement to¬ 
ward Hatcher’s Run, II, 450 
Twenty-fourth Army-corps, assaults Fort 
Gregg, II, 311, 450 

Twenty-third Army-corps, sent to Pulaski 
to watch Hood, II, 254; sent to Chatta¬ 
nooga, 431; Schofield commanding, 441; 
ordered to reinforce Sherman, 441 
Twiggs, David E., his command, I, * 59; dif¬ 
ficulty with Worth concerning brevet 
rank, 73, 74; “Memorial to Congress,” 
74; commands division at Monterey, 80; 
operations at Monterey, 82, 85-87; ad¬ 
vances toward Jalapa, 99; encounters the 
enemy at Ccrro Gordo, 99; commands di¬ 
vision in Scott’s army, 99, 105; advances 
from Puebla, 105 

Tyler, Pres. John, seeks annexation of 
Texas, I, 27; approves annexation-bill, 36 
Tyler, Robert Q., brings up reinforcements, 
II, *142; steady behavior of his raw 
troops, 143 

Tyler, Mrs., anecdote of, H, 151,152 
“Tyler,” the, action on the Tennessee 
River, I, 240; at Fort Donelson, 247; at 
Pittsburg Landing, 285 
“ Tyler’s grip,” I, 23, 36 

Uniform, Grant’s first, 1,23, 24; Grant’s dis¬ 
like of, 24; Gen. Taylor’s dislike of, 73, 74, 
105; Gen. Scott’s fondness for, 106; provid¬ 
ing, for Illinois’ volunteers, 185; Grant’s 
lack of, at Cairo, 213; Grant’s simplicity 
of, at Appomattox, II, 341, 342 
Union, the, the President’s constant hope 
for, I, 337; despair of saving, 337, 3G9; Lin¬ 
coln’s love for, II, 289 

Union, W. Va., junction of Crook andAver- 
ellat, 11,411 

Union army, mode of estimating strength 
Of, II, 183, 184 

Union City, Tenn., captured by Forrest, II, 
63, 425 

United States, the, the foundation of, 1,174, 
176; the right to suppress rebellion in, II, 
356,357; position of the President, 359; tlie 
soldiers of Europe compared with those 
of, 376, 377 ; cause of the civil war, 386, 387; 
condition of the separate States before 
the era of rapid transit, 387; the experi¬ 
ment of republican institutions in, 388 ; 
relation of the Mexican imperial scheme 


to, 389; feeling in, toward England, 391; 
forgetting the lessons of the war, 391; the 
true feeling between England and, 391, 
392; the negro question, 392,393; develop¬ 
ment of, 393-395; a new era in, 395 
U. S. Army, scheme for disbanding the, I, 
231 

U. S. Commissioner of Education, the, I, 354 
U. S. Congress, dilatoriness in providing for 
the Mexican War, 1,105; convened in ex¬ 
tra session, 183; passes vote of thanks to 
Grant for Chattanooga, II, 33; votes a gold 
medal to Grant for Vicksburg and Chat¬ 
tanooga, 33 ; restores the grade of lieuten¬ 
ant-general, 44; thanks Sherman and his 
army, 276; loyalty of, 356; Pres. Johnson’s 
con Met with, 361 

U. S. Constitution, the, effect of the amend¬ 
ments, 1,174; the nation boiuid to uphold 
it, 175, 176; the world’s changes since the 
framing of, 176; Confederates debar them¬ 
selves of rights under, 183; Mr. Stanton’s 
elastic views of, II, 356; question of its 
authority in time of war, 356, 357 
U. S. Military Academy. See WEST POINT. 
U. S. Navy, at Shiloh, 1,303; battle at Mem¬ 
phis, 317; at Arkansas Post, 366; with¬ 
draws from the Yazoo, 360; cooperation at 
Vicksburg, 384-388, 392-394, 446, 474, 479- 
481; cooperation at Grand Gulf, 395-397; 
proposed expedition against Mobile, 485, 
II, 49; convoying supplies on the Missis¬ 
sippi, I, 512; Banks ordered to turn over 
defense of Red River to Steele and the, II, 
58,61,400; plan of operations on the James 
River, 63; cooperation asked, in changing 
base from Fredericksburg to Port Royal, 
142; guards change of base from Port 
Royal to White House, 154; operations 
against Fort Fisher, 232, 265-270, 436, 437 ; 
Sherman opens communication with, at 
Savannah, 248; need of maintaining the, 
391; blockades the coast, 398; operations 
on Broad River, 432; unsuccessful efforts 
to close Wilmington, 435; cooperates in 
capture of Wilmington, 441 
U. S. Senate, confirms Grant’s appointment 
as brigadier-general I, 205; rejects W. F. 
Smith’s nomination for promotion, II, 31; 
confirms Grant’s nomination as lieuten¬ 
ant-general, 44 

Uniten,Va., Sumner’s movements at, II, 447 
Upton, Emory, liis command, II, 99; in bat¬ 
tle of Spottsylvania, *130,131,140; wound¬ 
ed, 131; promoted on tlie field, 131, 139; 
recommended for brigadier-generalship, 
U. S. Vols., 139 

Utica, Miss., McPherson moves to, I, 413 

Valley of Virginia, the, Sigel commanding 
in, II, 59; Hunter ordered to move up, 
152 

Van Buren, Martin, visits West Point, I, 22 
Vance, Z. B., governor of North Carolina, 
calls for defenders of Fort Fisher, II, 264 
Van Dorn, Earl, operations.at and near Cor¬ 
inth, I, *310, 336, 338, 345, 346, 348; confront¬ 
ing the Army of the Tennessee, 327; Price’s 
reinforcements for, 327; Grant prepares 
for, 341; endeavors to strike the Mi ssissippi 
above Memphis, 345; skirmish, with Hurl- 
hut, 346; dashing attack by, 346; defeat 
of, at Hatchie Bridge, 347; captures Holly 
Springs, 360,361; sending cavalry against, 
361, 362 
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Vaquena, tlie, at Popocatepetl, 1,142,143 
varioloid, advantages of an attack of, 1,188 
Vaughn,!, c., defeated at Marion, n, 434 
450 n Roadj Va *> movements on the, IT, 

V n^ a «? ru2 ? Mex -» siege and capture of, 1,91, 
+ 9? 5 size of Scott’s army at, 98; roads 
to the City of Mexico from, 98; the vomito 
in, 98,152; occupation of, 134 
Verona, Miss., surprise of Forrest hy Grier¬ 
son at, II, 434 

Vicksburg, Miss., possibility of capture of, 
after the fall of Fort Donelson, I, 261; 
eommunications of, 317, 361,402, 457; pos¬ 
sibilities of a bloodless advance to, 318; 
plans of campaign against, their execu¬ 
tion, orders in relation thereto, etc., 349, 
351, 357-359, 368, 370, 379, 384, 390, 410, 413, 
414, 417, 440; its importance, 351, 419,448; 
rumored movement by McClernand 
against, 355; naval operations at, 357,384- 
388, 392-394, 446, 474, 479-481; Pemberton 
commanding at, 359, 364; vagaries of the 
Mississippi at, 371; hardships of the win¬ 
ter before, 381, 382; confusion in, concern¬ 
ing threatened attack on Haines’s Bluff, 


398; retreat of the enemy from Grand 
Gulf to, 409; estimate of Pemberton’s, 
movable force at, 414; plan to bring Banks 
against, 440; advance from Bridgeport on, 
441; investment of, 442,443,446; skirmish¬ 
ing around, 443; the cry for bread at, 443; 
assaults on the works, 443-445; enthusiasm 
of the troops, 444; McClernand’s reported 
successes in assault on, 444,445; regular 
siege of, 446, 448; successes of the early 
part of the campaign against, 446, 447; 
Confederate strength at, 447; the Union 
and Confederate lines at, 448,451,452,456, 
460,462,464; natural defenses of, 449; lack 
of siege-artillery and use of navy guns at, 
450; need of military engineers at, 450; 
sharpshooters at, 451; use of explosive 
musket-balls at, 451; a superfluity of poul¬ 
try at, 452; wooden coehorns at, 452; 
Northern visitors at, 452,453; strength of 
the besieging army, 456; Johnston de¬ 
spairs of holding, 4 58 ; twofold aspect of 
the besieging force, 460; pleasantries be¬ 
tween the opposing troops, 460,471; min¬ 
ing at, 460-462; use of hand-grenades at, 
460,462; a colored man’s aerial trip, 461; 
plan for the garrison’s escape across the 
river, 463; preparations for assault on 
July 6, 464; negotiations, for sin-render, 
capitulation, and evacuation, 464-472,476, 
477,479; the historic oak-tree at, 46<; ex¬ 
pected assault on the 4th of July , 4 ^; the 

last Confederate newspaper published m, 

471; fraternization of opposing troops, 
472,477; last effort of the Confederacy to 
raise the siege of, 473; Grant’ s entrance 
into, 473; bomb-proofs m the bids, 44, er- 

fectof the surrender throughout the coun¬ 
try, 475,478; paroling prisoners of war at, 
476,477; captures at, 479 ; personndL of tihe 
Union army after capture of, 4<9, ^, 
suggestion and development of the cam 

paign, 481; cleaning up around, 484, She^ 

man at 484 H, 39-41; minor expeditions 
SoSna; I, 4S6. n. Grant’s remold 
from New Orleans to, I, 487; e®** of* 4 *? 
siege of, on Braggs amy, 492,P 
sent to reinforce Bosecrans^from, 494, . 

comotives sent to Gen. Bodge from, 514, 


Vob. It—33 


McPherson commanding is, n, © ,* mmslt 
on, May 22, 1863, compared with hmt as¬ 
sault at Cold Harbor, 172,173; troops w-nt 
to Bed River from, 426; Cmhf* (xpedl. 
tion from, 431; Grierson arrives at, 454 ; 
cavalry sent to Canby via, 443: cavalry 
raid from, 444 

Vicksburg and Meridian railroad, broken 

by G-rierson, 1 , 408 

Viilepigue, J. B., joins Van Born ixt attack 
on Corinth, 1 , 345 

Virginia, secession of, 1, 183 ; the Prtfidenrii 
warmap of, n,5l; Union h thlrn 2 * in. Sj* 54, 
398; militarysurveying in, yr; Lee’* .uk an- 
tageincampaigniBgih,254;exhau*tab‘4,s- 
dition, 272,323, 376; the railrrad srerisn? In, 
281; quicksands in, 303; swonl j> 2 v*int#*cl to 
Lee by the State, 342; difficult v a? nut tlf* 
meeting of the legislature *tt»r ti» till 
of Richmond, 355,356,363; f 4 ue*t:< u of the 
legislature recalling the troop* frt?zu 
the Confederate armies ; with 2ra"v*l 
of troops from, 373 : Ballet k niL.taiy *r v. 
ernor of, 374; Confederate MLw* m, 
398,399; Lee reinforced &jib We*!* 
Breckinridge driven into. & 4 ; « 

raids in, 434, MS 

Virginia and Tennessee railroad, tie, expe¬ 
ditions against, II, 5a, 61, 62, 7% 

367 

Virginia Central railroad, the, Fherilaa’* 
operations on, H, 78, 176, 177, f /il, 

409,414; Wright’s operation?* on, iv, 1"4; 
Wilson damages, 165; plans t> d«*fT«»y, 
176-177,199; Lee’s position on. Ml ; a * hatn- 
nel of supply for the Army of North* m 
Virginia, 177; importance of stumumg 
possession of, 20S 

Volunteering, effectiveness of, ilt>r the f*J 
of Fort Donelson, 1,261; falling ofl m, M 


Volunteers, value of, in war. I, Ui is the 

Mexican war, 130; call for 7 7.0 h l<>, nu*~ 
ing troops at Jeffer^m Cit.*, -«>, a*®; 
scheme for treating the jygalar Jiiuj 
231; superabundance of, in ULmoi*. l*^; 
drilling the Galena company, its; cany 
enlistments in Illinois, 1 ttfiatney «r. 


for special work. Sift . 

Vomito, the, in Vera Cr.iz, 1, 98, VJ 
Vose. Col., death of, I, “38 


Wadsworth, J., Ms command, II,»; g ***- 
tie of the Wilderm life-llj: 

*112; succeeded in command »y i-Uair, 
123 

Wadsworth, W. H., I, 8 
Wainwright, C. S., II. 98 
Waldron’s Ridge, I, 498; H, 34 
Walke, Henry, operations at Fort Jjomb 

son, I, *2*6 

Walker, H. H., II, 102 
Walker, J. A., H, 101 _ 

Walker, John, opinion of Texas, u » 
Walker, R. L., II, 104 * n «« 

Walker’s Church, Vau, Grant at? 

Wallace, Lew-, eonmiandiiis at f 
and Heiman, I, *245; m o. Fort 

SeSomM?, SWU 256; promoted 

general of volunteers, 260; 

division of Army of the Tenae^**» 

position fit Crumps Landing, El, f®«; 

Son on morning of 

Grant’s meeting with, »t itsmp * Lmu- 
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*«*» MitlcMtKnvilliv 24(5, 247;^ (Idven 

tnv\iml Atiffiihtu, ’Jl/; n(nMwl]wHli(‘niiiiii’'H 

r.'!Vt“, , !‘n|.Vf ; VfVon* ( ' lm,llu “’ *«j <!«• 

^^stesxg.^ 

«/ Tr‘W , r.“ l , < ,' l ;' |l ' lHlliu ! ,, -!)l, 08; doatf 
Whitt*, Cnt,, 1,1H 

Whit!*’ w'lioolmufitor, X, 11,33 

funiltv ! V '»h' M ° m tko Dent 

White Ummt. Hm Kxisnimvij Mansion. 

l) , a ‘ H0 i)f 11,63, 

j;”; ilu * ihitlni’rojuUmwH tlicArmyoftlio 
i ntninsu* nl, 75; Hiipridiwi’H im> vein outs at 
ant iump, 7i>, i in, as)3-2r>, m f m, 446 ; 

fit and near, 164, 159 , 

1 (W ; 4U i ; vhm ^ of 

fmm Port Royal to, M ; Abereronabio 
enimiuiiu Iuk at, 177; movimumt of the 
Porpn via, 179,180 

White Oak Road, battle of, XI, *299, BOO, 461, 
**i f * 7 ; ‘^‘WWenumt at. 3U-B1B 

White Oik Swamp, Va., Wilscm moves to. 

U, 410 ’ 

White River, ro|>ort(\d Con federate move- 
ment outluh 1.219 

Whitrnidei, Term,, ITooto’H movoruonts 
,, vhb li WH; Hlun'imui’B movement front), 517 
White a Station, Va,, Kmite's raid at, II, 


Whiting, W, H, C,, (‘ommandinpf at Port 
PlMhcnv II, 4, i<54 
Wickham, W. C., 0, K)2 
Whle-uwikeH, the, I, 173 
Wlkox. Cadmua M., Ills eoimnaml, If, 102; 

(Mil. oil’ from Rotemlmr#, B13 
Wlleox'a Landing', Va., luovcmientH at, II, 
410, U‘2, 413 

Wikterncin, the, Va.. E. li. Wasblnmici I 11 , 
II, (>8; olmrnolor or th(‘. eoimtrv, ue, 99-' 
ttrj: bailb' of, I0(i-lin,4()f»; burning of the 
woods in, 113, 114; effect of the battle on 
the enemy, iht, 409,4 to 
Wiiderneusi campaign, the, an incident of, 
II, tin 70 ; a lesson of. Ml; strength of the 
Army of the Pntonmc at opening of, LS2; 
Union losses In, ih;j ; Lec^s stnaigth at 
opening of, ih-i 

Wuderneufj Tavern, movements at, IT, 103, 
Ilf, Hitt ; Houree of I lie Ny n<m‘, 126 
Willamette River, morlalily among Indians 
cm (he, l, 163 

Wlllcox, Orlando B., at Mnynarilville, I, 
drii; tliroal tmcul from the Mas!, 524, II, 1; 
encouragement, for Burnside through, 
!•*; desjmtch to, annouiic’ing battle of 
PhallauoojLvn, h); hiw command, 300 ; 
drive- ‘ oil’ I In* encrniy at ih(' Ny, 1.26; in the 
fhder dmrg mine alXair, 202 ; in notion be¬ 
fore Petersburg, March 24, 1865, 298 
WilUaevi, A, 8., e.onmianding the Twon- 
licth < 'orp v 11 A 2B4 

Willlamu, Thomae, cuts a (‘.anal across 
Young’s Point, I, *372 , _ 

Williams, William G., morially wounded 
at Monic'roy; I, 87 

Williftoitsimrg road, Va., Butler attacks on 
thi', II, 122 . 

Willow Springs, Misa., McPherson ordered 
to hold road to, 1,409 
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Yadkin River, the, Stoneman’s raid on, 3X 
458 

Yalabusha River, the, proposed operations 
on, 1, 358, 359; strategic importance, 369; 
former water route via, 375 
Yates, Richard, war governor of Illinois, I, 
*185; Grant’s meeting with, 186; assigns 
Grant to work in the adjutant-general’s 
office, 186; acquaintance with, 191; com¬ 
missions Grant colonel of the 2lst Illinois 
Infantry, 194; visits Grant at New Car¬ 
thage, 394; visits Vicksburg, 453 
Yazoo Pass, proposed route through, 1,375; 

obstruction of, 375; gunboats at, 376 
Yazoo River, the, proposed movements 
against Vicksburg with forces south of, 
I, 358, 359; rebel positions on, 364; Mcder- 
nand reaches the mouth of, 365; providing 
for the navigation of, 365; Sherman and 
Porter withdraw from, 366; the country 
north of, 371; water communications or, 
377; Sherman ordered to move up, 398; 


anxiety to aeeav & bne «f 

441; rosd-nmMix ©n» Ml* 44* * 

lip, 454,455; troop ca* 456 
Yellow fever, «t Sew tjzfcjUrt* i, r* ««* 
also Voanro. 

Yellow Tavern, Va., b&ni* af, il 7», mM 
York River, to** matim of we **??'m 
of supplies on, 0,63, mil Uvfi*rt i ^ , f 

mentis on, 73 

York River rnhsml, 4 

reeled to strip, B, ITT, ill; Bettor 

on, m 

Yorktown, Va. C»pt Ncafc CwiLt at, * 
Young, P. ML B„ til ft'Tsm&sri 11* l % 
feated at Hanover Court H <«#*** if i 
Young’s Point, Miss., M *• rs&n i * 
to, X, 367; G rant an^au* * *m «4 

368; the MiMlsipfi at, 971 ; eacai ac-tawn 
at, m% 373, 380, . ta* V* * 1 i f 

most in Gras?* mind ©a aa*uu«££ 
mand at, 37® 




